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The Duke and Duchess of Argyll with
their children Archie, Charlotte and 1

g AT o s o Ae DalIbIeTs. the table is set for a lavish dinner. The
1l and | /e stal € Drivate part of the  wolt o _ , i astle, all
yoell as th also knowr . tle whicl o, . TR ralls ali ;'JFJIH'H..'F] with elaborate HDI'Y ontof |HUETHTE}F = :

wearing:Campbell tartan - the Duke is
| also the Chief of Clan Campbell
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~ Archi ) Rorv. ten. e T T gilding, datung from 1784, by
ot rench artists Girard and
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The Duke and the Duchess - known also as Torquhil and Eleanor Campbell - in the Stale
Dining Room (above), where the china bears the Argyll arms. The baton (left) goes wilh

Torquhil's role of Hereditary Master of the Royal Household in Scotland. The family has strong
links with the royals (below left, with the Queen and the Princess Royal at Ascot last yea

Guinand. In the Tapestry Drawing Room hang
precious French tapestries, r;['_::_'_'{'iﬁ]Ij. made for
this room more than 200 years ago.
T'he Armoury Hall, meanwhile, true to its
has hundreds of antique muskets,
swords, axes, pikes and other arms on display.
The Duchess uses her kevs to let us into the
beautiful private family librarv: a smaller
to 1t 1S T{ar':"ﬂﬂtil".ﬁ study
_ .I he ren start an i::r.'i['_:i'-:'.v.'ng.'JI'._L pillow
ghton the sofa betore their father intervenes.
' the house.” says Eleanor.

“1o them it’s like a
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huge playground.”

child himself when
Castle

."5.].?!_‘]1{ IT'li-.i.I'lj"r' ‘_'n-'l.'él]_h 1"{'5[{)I‘ing [hE C&El‘]f;. Hil
parents’ strong bond with it lives on' inthe
current Duke. “I was always very passionate
about this place and I knew one day it\ould
be my responsibility,” he says.

That day came too soon. His father diédin
2001 after heart surgery, making the 33yeas
old Torquhil the 13th Duke of Argyll, Chiefof
Clan Campbell, Hereditary Master of the
Royal Household in Scotland and owner of
Inveraray Castle and its 60,000-acre estates

THE START OF A NEW ERA :

Though the 12th Duke passed away before h“
son married, he did know Eleanor: Wies
his father died, we had just got back together

again,” she says. “So my father-in-lJaw knew:

[ would probably be the one.”

Torquhil and Eleanor had been gﬂing ?’I
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for a couple of years before breaking up-
» £ = . . t L
moved to Asia to work for a whisky COIEES

while she started a career in PR 1n Londﬂ? fI“-
The +:::r.::r11}';!f_= met when Eleanor— pa.l‘i_i nthg

Cadbury chocolate dynasty — came (0 visl
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friend Lady Louise, 'tﬁj:-rquhﬂ’s sister.
and I were debs together when we WElk s
says Eleanor. “We weren't very g{md at e

o108

We found the whole thing wasn't really for®
We would hide behind a sofa and ¢ha
than dance

“Then she said, ‘Come and stay,’ and

1._ " i LE
NOwW we medt.

Torquhil’s ]”;H}-Ii.-']
an, the 12th Duke,

and his mother Iona
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Torquhil and

Eleanor in the

- Armoury Hall,

P where the
impressive 9

A collection of

arms dates to

the 16th century




attractions, with up to 100,000
VISItOrS a vear

This 1s partly due to its prominent
appearance 1 Downton Abbey's 2012

Christmas episode, in which it was

LR R T —_—

used as Lady Rose’s family seat. The
Argylls moved out during filming,
but they knew their house was in

\
:
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safe hands. “The series' historical
adviser was a friend of the family,
so he kept us in the picture of what
was happening back home,” says
the Duchess.

The castle also aturacts Campbells

from all over the world. “Thev are

really excited to come here and meet
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them. I just am
who | am. But it's Nnice Lo ur they
dppreciate vou gOINE 1O talk 1O
" says Torquhil, the 28th A lac
Vor, Gaelic for Son of Colin
Lrreat, the first of the ( ampbells,
Vas :~..|'|;_!1'!'!I_u:.':_l in 1280,
Lhe title of "'-.11:.:'--11"]' of the Roval

In Scotland dates to the

| T ™ .
1490s. “Gre al Britain does pomp
I I

and pageantry very. ven
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vwe have our Queen and all th
Lelemonies are brilhant and 1II YOu
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small part of this and add a

The fabric of family life: The Campbell tartan appears in kilts and

carpets alike (above) throughout the house, as well as in Eleanors

shawl (left). She is posing with Charlotte before her portrait in th
Yellow Drawing Room - one of the family’s private rooms

bit, I think it’s great and it would'be
a great shame to lose it.”

In this role, three or four amesa
year Torquhil carries his elaborate
ceremonial baton at ]'n'{':-f:tssiuns for
the Queen or other members of the
royal family. "

THE TURN OF A NEW PAGE |
Both Torquhil and Archie have been
pages of honour to the Queehsy
Recalls the Duke: "1 was ten }'EEI'EOM
when mv family received a letier
from Hlﬂ"kil'.:;:;thﬁn Palace with '1::'-11‘
stamped on it, formally asking if 1
wanted to be a pagc to Her Mﬂjeﬂf i
the Queen. A huge honour.” ]
Almost 30 vears later, his SOn WaSs
asked. Says the Duchess: “Before the
official letter. we received an lﬂfﬂﬂml :
phone call from Rurkingh;m} Pﬂhm
1::"'1'|q11i1'i11;_1' about our Son's hﬂght-ﬁ
a page, ‘1-{}}3‘11'[_"1_‘1“\' you re not meant
to be bigger than the Queen. =
\rchie luckily qu.lliﬁfd; his first
appearance was carrying thes
f-...__‘]."u.llr.‘r."'[". 's heavy train for the Sﬁl;
Opening of Parliament in May 201
[ he 'E.\lnn*n asked the Duke ©
join her in her carnage at Ro

\scot last summer and both the ’ :

Duke and Duchess were nvit

Ay murd
{iTaoss. wias moved
e's MacArthir Room,theboys
amember of
die, it's'said that
cofming from the room
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Inveraray C=sti
ghost apparently came with it Wi
the Duke's family 1s aboul.lo
harp music can be heard
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to the service at St Paul’s Duchess. For instance, two
Cathedral for her 90th years ago Eleanor started the
birthday last June. Best of the West Festival, a 2
| Last year Torquhil was also  family-friendly weekend held
| ¥ guest of honour at the in the castle grounds in
Sentebale Royal Salute Polo September, celebrating local
Cup match in Florida, held in  food, drnnk and music.
g aid of Prince Harry’s Sentebale But despite such }IESSEISSSORE -~ 1 B /HEEN 0. ]
= children’s charity, and commercial successes, 3
presented Harry’s team with Inveraray Castle is at its BEEs " -4 ru e
the winner'’s trophy. heart a family home. As S-S Bl | RIRNN R T L Y
Eleanor has been a lady-in- Eleanor says: “We instil the -
waiting to Prince Andrew and  children with a passion for the
Prince Edward. “That was place. It 1s very much m
fascinating,” she says. “You get  their home.”
to work quite closely with ——M———MM M —— TSN A L | : o R .
- - E ! PR o Tl . 2 v — i
. : 3 - * FE . 4 .._._ a - i ey kA |:.'1.. o Tl o R gahte | --.'.:'_-
Commissioner’s [General : RS T e A ST
: : PHOTOS: MARK SEELEN el < - o
;%Sﬁm}ﬂ}'] week 1n Edlﬂ_blll"gh. m i \ . 1 _ v ' 4
IfssEamnazingawira Rt heyan et MRS il e e i O A T - VA T |
dﬂiﬂg — they're hard workers.”  JFor further information on the castle, 1
As are the Duke and  wvisit inveraray-castle.com
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Le ngiher hair.down: The Duchess §
greetsithe Duke from a turret of the
castle, which was completed In

1789. They strike another romantic
pose in the Tapestry Drawing Room
- (inset; top left) - living on such @

beautiful estate, they are spolll
. forchoice when it comes 10
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