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About Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County
Founded in 1989 by wildlife advocate, Marjorie Davis, Fawn 
Rescue is the only non-profit 501(c)(3) licensed by the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Wildlife to rescue, rehabilitate and 
release Black-tailed fawns in Sonoma County.

Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County provides 24/7 support during 
fawn season (April-September) to County residents, Animal 
Regulation, The Humane Society, animal care agencies, Sonoma 
County wildlife centers, Police and Sheriff ’s Departments, Park 
Rangers and veterinarians. Each fawn season Fawn Rescue of 
Sonoma County responds to and rescues an upwards of 100 
fawns.

To date, Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County has fielded over 
35,000 calls for assistance, rescued more than 3,000 fawns, 
raised 360, rehabilitated and successfully reunited nearly 1,800 
back into the wild.

At the Forefront of Fawn Disease Research
Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County is the only organization to 
have worked with wildlife pathologists to help identify various 
types of diseases specific to local Black-tailed fawns and deer. 
As a result of this partnership, diseases like Deer PoxVirus and 
Hair Loss Syndrome (new to CA) have been discovered.

The First Fawn Rescue Formula
Raising and rehabilitating a fawn requires specialized care and 
nourishment. Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County is the only 
organization to have partnered with an animal nutrition 
company to recreate a doe’s milk for manufacture and distribu-
tion to other rescue agencies and veterinarians throughout the 
western region.

Public Safety Role
Fawns, deer are wild animals. Although gentle in appearance, 
they can cause humans or domestic animals great harm if 
alarmed, handled or captured. In addition, deer carry and can 
spread infectious diseases like Lyme disease or Rocky Moun-
tain Spotted Fever by way of insects such as mosquitos, ticks, 
fleas or mites. This is why Fawn Rescue plays such an important 
public safety role. Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County’s animal 
care coordinator and volunteers are trained handlers, trans-
porters and rehabilitators of fawns.

Educational Outreach
The success of our mission wholly depends on how informed 
the broader public is of our efforts. This is why Fawn Rescue of 
Sonoma County offers an educational outreach program, free 
of charge for Sonoma County Elementary Schools and organi-
zations. Presentations provide helpful information about fawns, 
deer, local wildlife and tips and tools to rely on when, or if 
assistance is needed. 
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Our Mission

Most fawns come to us

due to human interference.

Therefore, we feel a deep obligation

to restore them to health and

return them to the wild

where they belong.



California Legislature and Assembly Resolution for unpar-
alleled achievements for wildlife and the public.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Director’s 
Achievement Award for outstanding support of wildlife 
protection and conservation.

Statement of Appreciation from The Wildlife Investiga-
tions Laboratory of the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife for pioneering techniques in the rehabilitation of 
fawns.

United States Congressional Recognition Award. One of 
twenty-five top Bay Area volunteers recognized for outstand-
ing and invaluable community service.

Sonoma Ecology Center Environmental Award recogniz-
ing outstanding contributions to the environment and our 
community.

American Red Cross Award for over 30 years of dedication 
to the rescue of ill, orphaned and injured fawns.

Earth Elders of Sonoma County Award recognizing devo-
tion and work necessary to sustain life on this planet for 
future generations.

In the News
&

Awards
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FAWNtastic
Performance

Operations

A Humble Organization
Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County is a very humble, lean organi-
zation. The non-profit consists of a seven-member board, 
including the President, one Animal Care Coordinator, a hand-
ful of volunteers and satellite rehabilitation locations. The 
organization operates remotely, without a brick and mortar 
headquarter location, fielding inbound calls for assistance and 
dispatch via phone, e-mail, website or social media outlets.

The President and Board Members are responsible for and 
share in all fundraising, event, marketing, PR, administrative, 
accounting and licensing/legal efforts for the organization.

The Animal Care Coordinator and volunteers handle much of 
the on-the-ground operations, responding in-person, to all 
emergency and many non-emergency calls for fawn rescues. 
They order all formula, supplies, pen materials and safety 
fencing and address any individual fawn’s need as it arises.  The 
team interfaces directly with injured, orphaned or ill fawns to 
administer care, but also partners with a network of local, 
volunteer Veterinarians for more advanced. life-saving medical 
procedures.

Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County is a humble handful of people  
voluntarily working to save thousands of fawns in need. 

 

1989-2019 Accomplishments 
•     Over 30 Years in service (1989-2019)

•     Over 30 cities and 500,000 County residents served

•     Over 35,000 calls for assistance answered/addressed

•     Over 3,000 fawns rescued 

•     Over 350 fawns raised or rehabilitated

•     Over 1,800 fawns successfully released back into the wild

•     Established 5 satellite rehabilitation locations on outlying
       private land located throughout the County

•     Built/constructed over 50+ pens

•     Established volunteer Veterinarian team 

•     Purchased “Fawn-mobile” SUV for safe transport of
      orphaned, injured or ill Black-tailed fawns

•     Over 2,000 followers on Facebook and Instagram 

•     Discovered two new deer/fawn diseases (new to CA) 

•     Created and manufactured first  and only fawn formula 

FAWN
FACTS
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Biggest Need: More sponsorships, grants, legacy gifts, 
partnerships and donations from Sonoma County 
residents and businesses to help fund:
•     Brick and mortar headquarters for daily operations
•     Administrative/Legal assistant to:
 > Field calls for assistance;
 > Provide dispatch assistance to animal care
                coordinator/volunteers;
 > Maintain legal licensing/filings for 501(c)(3)
    organization;
•     Additional private, vacant land for new satellite
      rehabilitation location(s);
•     Materials for construction of new pens/upgrade of
      existing pens;
•     Pen supplies and fencing materials for pen protection;
•     Fawn Formula;
•     Insured/licensed contractors for assistance with
      pen, storage, fencing construction;
•     Volunteers for events, marketing, fundraising,
      donation collection, fawn care, outreach, etc.;
•     Educational Outreach volunteers to assist with:
 > Sourcing elementary schools, libraries,
                other wildlife organizations;
 > Scheduling and presenting info on Fawn Rescue
                of Sonoma County and other wildlife content

With every rescue, raise, rehabilitation or successful release 
comes expense. As a non-profit organization, Fawn Rescue of 
Sonoma County depends solely on public and private dona-
tions, legacy gifts, sponsorships, partnerships or grants to 
keep functioning. Operational costs can and do quickly add up. 

In order for the organization to stay functioning, Fawn Rescue 
of Sonoma County MUST address immediate and essential 
needs like formula, pen supplies, fencing, emergency care/me-
dicinal supplies, maintaining Fawn-mobile service, gas and 
supplies.

Big picture, Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County requires more 
support in order to address its immediate needs and meet its 
short and long-term goals.

Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County’s work is urgent. It is vital to 
public safety and to the preservation of our local ecosystem. 
Over the past 30 years, this small organization has accom-
plished big things. Yet, its existence is precarious, as its 
lifeblood is solely dependent on others’ monetary support.

To learn more, sponsor, partner with, donate or volunteer, 
contact Carol Stenlund, President of Fawn Rescue of Sonoma 
County at (707) 931-4550, or info@fawnrescue.org. Follow 
us on on Facebook and Instagram @fawnrescue. Thank you.

Your help
is crucial to
our success

GOALS
&

NEEDS



MARJORIE DAVIS
Founder

MATT WOLFE
Animal Care Coordinator

“MY HOPE IS THAT

  FAWNS WILL REMAIN THE

     TOTAL FOCUS OF OUR MISSION

   FOR AS LONG AS THEY EXIST AND

ARE PART OF OUR LIVES.

NATURE’S GIFT TO US ALL.”

– Marjorie Davis, Founder

TEAM

Marjorie Davis is the founder of Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County. A 
lifelong (99 years long!) wildlife advocate, she is the author of wildlife 
manual, Black-tailed Fawns - Care in Captivity used throughout the U.S. 
and Canada and Leap to Freedom, a collection of real-life rescue and 
rehabilitation stories. She wrote a Fawn Protocol, adopted for use by 
the CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, pursued a cause and cure for two 
unidentified diseases, Deerpox Virus and Hair Loss Syndrome and led 
the creation of the first fawn formula for nursing fawns. Marjorie has 
compiled an impressive record of personal and professional achieve-
ments - a record that has earned her the admiration and respect of all.

As Animal Care Coordinator since 2014, Matt is responsible for 
fielding and responding to calls for assistance. Matt administers care 
for rescued fawns and oversees all satellite operations and volunteers. 
Matt’s schooling was in pharmacy, and his animal training was obtained 
from Marjorie Davis, founder of Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County. Matt 
enjoys coaching baseball and hiking in Sonoma County Parks. A 
longtime resident of Kenwood, Matt is the proud father of two boys 
and husband to Anastacia.
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A Board Member since 2012, Joe has always been interested in impr- 
oving his community. He is on the boards of other organizations, he ran
for and was elected to public office for a local  recreation district and 
is a mentor with the Sonoma Valley Mentoring Alliance. A longtime 
County resident, Joe retired from a career with CalTrans as a landcape  

architect. Joe joined the organization for organization for love of nature  
and friendship with Marjorie Davis.

JOE LIEBER
Board President



A Sonoma resident since 1989, Kathy has had a lifelong passion 
for animals and wildlife. In 1991, Kathy answered a Fawn Rescue 
ad requesting help with PSAs.  A then Communication Studies 
major at Sonoma State University, Kathy was quickly acquired by 
Marjorie Davis. Being part of such a noble cause has been an 
honor and a privilege for Kathy. Kathy serves as Secretary, 
manages the organization’s website and edits the newsletter. 

A Santa Rosa resident since 1972, Donna joined Fawn Rescue of 
Sonoma County in 1989 as Treasurer given her 30+ years of 
bookkeeping experience. Donna has four daughters, five grand-
children and four great grandchildren and enjoys Mahjong, scrab-
ble and Mexican train.

Tony joined Fawn Rescue of Sonoma County in 2017. Having 
grown up in Sonoma and having known Matt Wolfe from early 
on, Tony’s appreciation for this unique wildlife organization 
became destiny. Tony manages the organization’s social media 
outlets, sharing stories and successes in an effort to grow the 
organization’s following. A Tax Manager by trade, Tony is a proud 
father and enjoys celebrating nature and going to A’s games.

Marilyn joined the Board in early 2019. Marilyn grew up in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania where her mother taught her compassion  
and respect for all animals living their natural life in the wild. 
Marilyn earned her B.A. in Education, enjoyed a career in Paris, 
France, then relocated to follow her husband’s career. She has 
extensive volunteer experience and is responsible for managing 
the organization’s educational outreach program.

Kaersten joined the Board in mid-2019. As a new Sonoma 
County resident, Kaersten was eager to join a non-profit 
focused on the protection and preservation of wildlife. Having 
had a successful start-up and career in corporate marketing, 
Kaersten enjoys creating and delivering upon any number of 
marketing, event, PR and fundraising efforts for the organization.

KATHY AANESTAD
Secretary

DONNA LEE
Treasurer

TONY SHAPERO
Board Member

MARILYN GANZ
Board Member

KAERSTEN COOPER
Board Member
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