
Chapter 1: Vikings (3rd Grade) 
3rd Grade Social Studies 

The learner will distinguish between wants and needs. 
Human Needs: Identify basic human needs. 
How Basic Needs Are Met: Explain how basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter can be met. 

Chapter 2: Compare/Contrast Locations (2nd Grade) 
The learner will compare the locations of people, places and environments. 
Map Skills: Use maps to locate states, the United States, continents and oceans. 
Maps & Globes: Recognize that maps are utilized to provide directions as well as location. 
Recognizing Map Symbols: The learner will recognize symbols on a simple map. 
Cardinal Directions: Locate places using cardinal and intermediate directions. 

Chapter 3: Our National Identity (2nd Grade) 
The learner will understand the symbols, icons, buildings, celebrations and holidays that represent American beliefs and principles and contribute to our national identity. 
Historic Places: Identifies selected important buildings, statues, and monuments associated with national history (For example, Capitol Building, the White House, Statue of Liberty, the 
United States flag, and the Liberty Bell). 
National Holidays: The learner will explain the purpose of, and the people and events honored in commemorative, patriotic holidays such as President's Day, Veteran's Day, Independence 
Day, Columbus Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and Thanksgiving. 
Cultural Holidays: The learner will explain the purpose of various holidays celebrated by different cultures within the United States, such as Cinco de Mayo and Kwanzaa. 
Patriotic Expressions: The learner will know the Pledge of Allegiance and songs that express American ideas (e.g., My Country 'Tis of Thee and The Star-Spangled Banner). 

Chapter 4: Work in Society (2nd Grade) 
The learner will understand the importance of jobs and the value of work. 
Types of Jobs: Identify jobs in the home, school, and community; describe the requirements of various jobs and cite examples of characteristics of doing a job well performed. 

The learner will describe the characteristics, culture, and influences of the Vikings. 

Chapter 1: Wants and Needs (2nd Grade) 
2nd Grade Social Studies 

Social Studies Curriculum (K-12) 2020-2023



Activities & Personalities: Describe the period known as the Viking Age, including dates, deeds, and exploration of the Atlantic Ocean. Explain the Scandinavian expression, ''to-go a- 
Viking,'' and name some notorious activities and personality characteristics attributed to the Vikings. Describe the Viking warrior, including his armor, weapons, battle strategies, and tactics. 
Shipbuilding: Explain the reasons the Vikings traveled by sea to other lands and the navigation methods used by the Vikings to determine directions and locations. Identify the kind of ship 
used for battle and explain what made the ship sail at a fast speed. 
Occupations: Describe the role and importance of shipbuilding in the lives of the Vikings. Compare and describe the occupations of most Vikings with the Viking warriors. 
Culture: Describe the culture of the Vikings, including family life, food, clothing, literature, recreation, artistry, and burial customs. Explain the role of religion and the worship of the gods, 
Thor and Frey. 

 

Chapter 2: Alaskan Inuit’s (3rd Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the way of life of the Alaskan Inuit’s. 
Geography: Describe the region of the Alaskan Inuit’s, including land, climate, population, and environment. Estimate the number of years of habitation of the northwest coast or Arctic 
homeland. 
Land of the Midnight Sun: Explain why the region of Alaska is often called the ''Land of the Midnight Sun.'' 
Language: Explain why the Inuit’s were once called Eskimos and know the various meanings of the word 'Eskimo'. Identify the language of the Inuit’s and how words were constructed. 
Traditional Way of Life: Describe the traditional way of life for the Inuit’s. Include food, clothing, hunting and fishing, travel, recreation, and art. 
Family & Group Life: Describe the family life and group life of the Inuit’s. Identify rules of conduct, how disputes were settled, how children were treated, and how future marriage partners 
were chosen. 
Shelter: Investigate and describe the various shelters in which the Inuit’s lived, including tents, sod houses, and snow houses. Identify how these shelters were constructed. 
Religious Beliefs: Investigate the religious beliefs of the Inuit’s. 
Traditional vs. Modern: Compare and contrast the traditional ways of the Inuit’s with their present ways of life. Include food, clothing, housing, employment, education, and values. 

 

Chapter 3: The World in Spatial Terms (3rd Grade)  
The learner will acquire an overview of the world in spatial terms by describing geographical patterns, location, and interrelationships of the major physical features of Earth's surface. 
Geographic Tools: Use geographic tools, such as maps, globes, and atlases to gather data about the Earth's surface. Locate and name your community, state, country, and continent. 
Identify the major oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic and Antarctic. Identify the seven continents: Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, and Australia. Identify 
the hemispheres: Northern, Southern, Western, and Eastern. 
Geographic Terms: Demonstrate the ability to use the following geographic terms: harbor, island, bay, peninsula, gulf, ocean, coast, region, and mountain. Locate and label examples of 
each on a map and write definitions of the terms. 
Latitude & Longitude: Locate Alaska on a map and globe. Describe Alaska's position relative to the rest of the continental United States. Locate and label the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Bering Strait. 
Adaptation of Environment: Describe how climate, locations, and physical surroundings affect the ways people live in Alaska. 
Locate Rocky Mountains: Use a map to locate the Rocky Mountains from New Mexico through Canada to northern Alaska. 



Locate Scandinavia: Use a world map to locate the region of Europe that was once known as Scandinavia. Identify and label the three countries as they are now known (Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden). 

 

Chapter 4: Exploration of the Americas (3rd Grade)  
The learner will examine the history of the United States during the early years of exploration and discovery. 
Reasons for Exploration: Identify several reasons that Europeans were willing to endure many hardships to explore and settle in new lands. Include the search for wealth, the desire to 
explore, the search for trade routes, new navigation methods, and religious missionary work. 
Columbus' Journeys: Describe Christopher Columbus' first journey to America. Identify the names of his three ships, the land he had mistakenly named India, the name he gave native 
people, and the day of his landing. 
Amerigo Vespucci: Explain whether Columbus learned after three additional voyages that he never reached India, but the New World. Identify the Italian trader and explorer who made 
the first voyage in 1499 to the New World for whom America was named. Identify the Spanish explorer who confirmed Vespucci's conclusion regarding this new land. 
Columbus' Discoveries: Investigate how the voyages of Columbus reshaped America. Describe how these voyages exchanged plants, animals, and diseases between the Eastern and 
Western Hemispheres. Identify some of these plants, animals, and diseases. 
Ponce de Leon: Describe Ponce de Leon's role in the settlement of Florida (including dates). Explain the legend of the ''Fountain of Youth'' (where Ponce de Leon learned of the legend, 
and whether Ponce de Leon found the Fountain of Youth). Identify who killed Ponce de Leon (and how). 
Hernando de Soto: Describe the 1539 Spanish expedition led by Hernando de Soto to Florida. Include the battle with the Cherokee Indians and how de Soto was associated with the 
Mississippi River. Identify how de Soto died and where he was buried. 
St. Augustine: Describe the founding of St. Augustine in 1565 and its heritage as the oldest city in the United States. 
Northwest Passage: Describe the searches made by John Cabot and Henry Hudson for the Northwest Passage. Identify and locate the regions they found and the dates of their 
discoveries. Describe the hardships they encountered and the contributions they made to their countries. 
French Explorers: Investigate the role Samuel de Champlain played in the region of New France. Identify, locate, and label the region Champlain discovered (Quebec). Identify, locate, 
and label the lakes Champlain explored and mapped (the western end of the St. Lawrence River, in northern New York). 
Exploration of Southwest: Identify the early Spanish explorers in the lands that are now the states of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. Describe the contributions each of the 
explorers made. 
Spanish Missions: Identify various U.S. missionary settlements (especially those in Texas and California). Explain why the Spanish government sent missionaries to the southwestern part 
of what is now the United States. Explain who Padre Junipero Serra was. Describe life in a mission. Include what services missions provided for Native Americans, and what leaders of 
missions expected in return from Native Americans. 
Seven Cities of Cibola: Explain why Francisco Vásquez de Coronado organized an expedition to the Southwest in 1540. Describe the legend of the ''Seven Cities of Cibola.'' Locate and 
label the areas: Grand Canyon and the Rio Grande. 
Conflicts with Pueblos: Identify the region in which the Pueblo lived, the associated tribes (Hopi and Zuni), and the crops grown by them. Explain the conflicts between the Pueblo and the 
Spaniards. 

 

Chapter 5: North American Colonization (3rd Grade)  
The learner will examine the history of the United States during the early years of colonization. 



Locate English Colonies: Define colony. Use a map to locate and label the thirteen English colonies. Differentiate each colony by region: New England Colonies, Middle Colonies, and 
Southern Colonies. 
Reasons for Colonization: Describe the two major changes, religion and economics, in England that caused the great interest in establishing the English colonies. 
Jamestown: Explain how the first colony originated in Jamestown, Virginia (in 1607), and the role John Smith played. Describe the period known as the ''Starving Time.'' Explain how land 
ownership and growth of tobacco crops were major reasons for the survival of the Jamestown economy. 
Pocahontas: Retell the legend and history of Pocahontas and John Rolfe. Explain their roles in the clashes between Native Americans 
Puritans: Describe the beliefs held by Puritans. Explain why some Puritans were called Pilgrims, and why, in 1620, the Puritans left Europe for Massachusetts. 
Reasons for Migration: Explain several reasons why European colonists moved to America. Include the search for good farmland, trade opportunities, and religious freedom. 
King Philip's War: Explain the 1637 conflicts between Puritans and Native Americans. Describe the reasons for King Philip's War (in 1675). 
Founders of Colonies: Identify the founders and dates of the following colonies: the Carolinas, Georgia, New Jersey, Delaware, and New York. Explain why the purchase of Manhattan 
Island was the most profitable land purchase in history. 
Enslavement of Africans: Explain slave trade in the Southern Colonies and its economic impact. Explain the differences between indentured servants and slaves as property. Describe 
the voyage known as the Middle Passage and its conditions for captured Africans. 
Plymouth Colony: Describe the establishment of the Plymouth Colony by the Pilgrims. Include discussion of the importance of religious freedom, the voyage of the Mayflower, the 1620 
Mayflower Compact, and the first Thanksgiving. Explain why the Plymouth Colony was taken over by the Massachusetts colony. 
Colonial Life: In general terms, describe colonial life in America. Include areas such as colonial economy, society, government, homes, churches, schools, transportation, communication, 
art, and science. 

 

Chapter 6: Rural, Suburban, Urban Region (3rd Grade)  
The learner will describe the people, events, and characteristics of rural, urban, and suburban regions in the United States. 
Your Community: Identify your community as rural, urban, or suburban. Identify the general features of each of these communities as related to size, density, and grasslands. 
Characteristics: Describe the characteristics of rural, urban, and suburban communities in terms of housing, community size, populations, jobs, culture, recreation, and transportation. 
Compare & Contrast:  Compare and contrast these different types of communities in the United States. Locate each type of community on a U.S. map. 
Relationships: Describe the relationship between people and their environments in rural, urban, and suburban communities. 
Landforms & Bodies of Water: Describe the various landforms and bodies of water that may be found in rural, urban, and suburban communities. 
Resources: Identify the natural resources in your community. Describe ways in which people can protect these resources. 
Development & Change: Describe how rural, urban, and suburban communities have developed and changed over time. 

 

Chapter 7: Economics (3rd Grade)  
The learner will understand the concepts and characteristics of economics. 
Earn, Save, & Spend Money: Explain why people earn, save, and spend money. 
Interdependence: Describe how people in the United States are dependent upon other countries for goods (products). Explain the interdependence of people and products in your 
community. 



Chapter 1: Ancient Civilization (4th Grade) 
4th Grade Social Studies 

Employers/Employees: Describe the differences between employer and employees and the responsibilities and duties of each. 
Function of Banks: Explain the different ways people can use banks: to save and to borrow money. Explain why banks charge interest to the borrower. 
Natural Resources: Name the natural resources and the goods produced in your local region. 
Imports/Exports: Distinguish between imports and exports. 
Production of Goods: Identify the various ways that goods are produced: agriculture, manufacturing, mining, and trade. 

 

Chapter 8: Citizenships & Government (3rd Grade)  
The learner will understand the characteristics of citizenship and the role of government at the local and state levels. 
Purpose of Government & Law: Explain why all communities and states have governments and laws. Identify some laws in your community. 
Duties, Heads of Government: Name the heads of your local and state government. Describe how the responsibilities of a mayor and governor differ. Identify some of the responsibilities 
of local government. Describe what a city council does and how people can become members of a city council. 
Town Meetings: Explain what a town meeting is, what issues may be discussed, and how decisions are made. Identify some issues in your community that need to be addressed. 
Participation: Explain why it is important for people to take part in local government by voting. Describe ways in which you have participated in voting at home, in school, or within groups 
and organizations. 
Community Leaders: Identify leaders who have made a difference in the development of your community. Describe the contributions they have made. 

 

Chapter 9: Chronology (3rd Grade)  
The learner will understand the concept of time and chronology by reading and constructing timelines. 
Timelines: The learner will understand the concept of time and chronology by reading and constructing timelines. 
Passing of Time: Describe historical times in terms of years, decades and centuries. 

 

The learner will examine the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley. 
Mesopotamian Geography: Investigate the following features of the ancient civilization of Mesopotamia: natural environment of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, Babylonia, Babylon, 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon. 
Mesopotamian Culture: Investigate the following features of the ancient civilization of Mesopotamia: the development of writing and the impact of written records on the development of a 
civilization. 
Mesopotamian Government: Egyptian Architecture: 
Egyptian Geography: Investigate the following features of the ancient civilization of Egypt: natural environments of the Nile River Valley and the Sahara Desert. 
Egyptian Culture: Investigate the following features of the ancient civilization of Egypt: the development of writing and the impact of written records on the development of a civilization. 



Egyptian Architecture: Investigate the following features of the ancient civilization of Egypt: art, pyramids, mummies, pharaohs, Sphinx. 
Indus River Geography: Investigate the following features of the ancient civilization of the Indus River Valley: the natural environment of the Indus River Valley, Mohenjo-Daro, and 
Harappa. 
Similarities & Differences: Analyze similarities and differences among the three civilizations studied. 

 

Chapter 2: Aztecs, Incas & Mayas (4th Grade)  
The learner will examine the ancient civilizations of the Aztecs, Incas, and Mayas. 
Mayan Culture: Investigate the following features of the Mayan civilization: writing, art, architecture, government. 
Mayan Science: Investigate the following features of the Mayan civilization: development of a calendar, mathematics, astronomy. 
Aztec Culture: Investigate the following features of the Aztec Empire: aqueducts, art, architecture, society. 
Incan Society: Investigate the following features of the Incan society: natural environment of the Andes Mountains, Machu Picchu, Cuzco, road system. 
Incan Culture: Investigate the following features of the Incan society: art, architecture, government. 
Similarities & Differences: Analyze similarities and differences among the three civilizations studied. 

 

Chapter 3: U.S. Revolutionary Period (4th Grade)  
The learner will examine the history of the United States during the Revolutionary and Early National periods. 
Colonization: Explain the importance of the roles of the Viking, Spanish, and French in the events leading to the colonization of America. 
English Colonies: Describe in general terms the English colonies before 1750. 
Causes of French & Indian War: Identify the basis of conflict that led to the French and Indian War. 
Results of French & Indian War: Summarize the results of the French and Indian War. 
Causes of Revolution: Analyze the following events that contributed to the outbreak of the American Revolution: Pontiac's Rebellion, Proclamation of 1763. 
Causes of Revolution: Explain why the colonists resisted the Stamp Act. 
Causes of Revolution: Analyze the following events that contributed to the outbreak of the American Revolution: Townshend Acts, Boston Massacre. 
Causes of Revolution: Analyze the following events that contributed to the outbreak of the American Revolution: Boston Tea Party, Intolerable Acts. 
First Continental Congress: Identify the importance of the First Continental Congress. 
Lexington & Concord: Describe the battles of Lexington and Concord. 
People & Causes: Investigate the following people and their roles in the events leading to the outbreak of the American Revolution: Crispus Attucks, John Adams, Paul Revere. 
Battle of Bunker Hill: Describe the significance of the battle of Bunker Hill. 
Second Continental Congress: Explain the role of the Second Continental Congress. 
Common Sense: Summarize the purpose of Thomas Paine's pamphlet Common Sense. 



Concepts of Liberty: Discuss the propositions that all men are created equal, the responsibility of the government to protect the unalienable rights of the people, the natural rights of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and the right of the people to institute a new government. 
People in the Revolution: Investigate the following people and their roles in the American Revolution: George Washington as commander-in-chief of the new Continental Army and Martha 
Washington. 
People in the Revolution: Investigate the following people and their roles in the American Revolution: Molly Pitcher [Mary Hays], Deborah Sampson, Mercy Otis Warren, Laura Wolcott 
and Sybil Ludington. 
People in the Revolution: Investigate the following people and their roles in the American Revolution: Peter Salem, Henri Christophe, Prince Whipple, Oliver Cromwell, Salem Poor, and 
Phillis Wheatley. 
Major Battles: Examine the following major battles of the American Revolution from the standpoint of location, key people, and outcomes: Trenton and Saratoga. 
Major Battles: Examine the following major battles of the American Revolution from the standpoint of location, key people, and outcomes: Ticonderoga (1777), Savannah, and King's 
Mountain. 
Valley Forge: Describe the conditions at Valley Forge in the winter of 1777. Evaluate the significance of Valley Forge. 
American Allies: Examine the United States' relationships with the following European countries and explain how they contributed to the American cause: France, Poland, and Germany. 
Frontier Battles:  Examine the following battles on the frontier during the American Revolution from the standpoint of location, key people, and outcomes: Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and 
Vincennes. 
Sea Battles: Examine the following sea battle during the American Revolution from the standpoint of location, key people, and outcome: ''Bonhomme Richard vs. Serapis.'' 
Benedict Arnold: Identify Benedict Arnold's varied roles in the American Revolution. 
Yorktown: Describe the American victory at Yorktown and the end of the American Revolution. 
Timeline: Construct a timeline of the Revolutionary War Era. 

 
Chapter 4: Geography (4th Grade)  
The learner will investigate the world in spatial terms. The learner will investigate the interaction of people with their physical environment. 
Tools: Use geographic tools such as maps, globes, and atlases to gather and interpret data about the world. 
Skills: Locate and identify on a world map or globe the continents, oceans, hemispheres, equator, prime meridian, and International Date Line. 
Maps: Investigate and use a variety of maps, such as political, physical, relief, population, and climate. 
Longitude & Latitude: Use longitude and latitude to locate specific places on a map or globe. 
Delta, Strait, Channel: Demonstrate ability to use the following geographical terminology: delta, strait, channel. Locate examples of each on a map. 
Plateau, Prairie, Mesa: Demonstrate ability to use the following geographical terminology: plateau, prairie, mesa. Locate examples of each on a map. 
Isthmus, Peninsula, Fjord: Demonstrate ability to use the following geographical terminology: isthmus, peninsula, fjord. Locate examples of each on a map. 
Mountain Ranges: Locate on a map the following major mountain ranges of the world: Andes, Rockies, Himalayas, Atlas, Alps. 
Rivers: Locate on a map the following major rivers of the world: Amazon, Mississippi, Yellow, Yangtze, Ganges, Nile, Danube, Rhine, Volga. 



Chapter 5: United States Civics (4th Grade)  
The learner will examine the United States political system in historical context and from the standpoint of present-day practice. 
Articles of Confederation: Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 
Constitutional Convention: Explain the purpose of the Constitutional Convention. 
People of the Convention: Investigate the following groups and people of the Constitutional Convention: ''Founding Fathers,'' James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, Benjamin Franklin, and 
George Washington. 
Topics of the Convention: Investigate the following topics of the Constitutional Convention: arguments between large and small states, and the Great Compromise. 
Issue of Slavery: Investigate the following key topic of the Constitutional Convention: the issue of slavery. 
Constitution: Summarize the following features of the United States Constitution: federal system of government, separation of powers, and the three branches of government. 
Constitution: Summarize the following features of the United States Constitution: checks and balances, veto power, and ability to amend. 
United States Government: Demonstrate understanding that the United States government is based on a constitution and that the United States Constitution is the supreme law of the 
land. 
Bill of Rights: Examine the Bill of Rights and explain its importance and relevance today. 
Three Branches: Discuss the functions of the three branches of the United States government. 
George Washington: Analyze the contributions of George Washington as the nation's first president. Discuss the phrases: ''the father of our Country'' and ''first in war, first in peace, and 
first in the hearts of his countrymen''. 
Need for Laws: Examine the need for laws and the role of citizenship in promoting them. Evaluate the interaction between rights and responsibilities. 

 

Chapter 6: Economics (4th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of economics through the study of production, distribution, and consumption. 
Wants & Needs: Differentiate between personal wants and needs. 
Government Revenue: Identify sources of revenue for local, state, and federal governments. 
Role of Money: Explain the role of money in everyday life. 
Role of Economics: Review the role of economics today. 

 

Chapter 7: Current Events (4th Grade)  
The learner will examine and analyze current issues and discuss how these issues might impact present and future life. 
Gathering Information: Use public documents to gather information regarding current issues and events. 
Impact of Current Events: Examine possible impact of a current issue or event on present-day life. 
Impact on Future: Predict possible impact of a current issue or event on future life. 
Impact on Personal Life: Relate a current issue or event to personal life. 



Chapter 1: Olmec (1200-400 BC) (5th Grade) 
5th Grade Social Studies 

 

Chapter 8: Prehistoric Art (4th Grade)  
Examine and describe the basic styles of art from the following category: prehistoric cave art. 
Prehistoric Cave Art: Examine and describe the basic styles of art from the following category: prehistoric cave art. 

 

The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Olmec civilization (1200 - 400 BC). 
Olmec Civilization: Locate the Olmec civilization on a world map and identify it as the first civilization in North and Central America. 
Daily Olmec Life: Identify the use of rafts and canoes as the main means of travel; identify pile-dwellings and palisades as the main means of construction; and identify the importance of 
maize cultivation to the Olmec civilization. The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Olmec civilization (1200 - 400 BC). Locate the Olmec civilization on a 
world map and identify it as the first civilization in North and Central America. 
Art & Religion: Explain the roles of art and religion in the culture of the Olmec civilization. 
Writing, Counting & Calendar: Describe the Olmecs' writing system, counting system, and calendar. 

 

Chapter 2: Phoenicians (5th Grade)  
The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians. 
Phoenician Civilization: Locate Phoenicia on a world map and explain the role of city-states. Identify Sidon and Tyre as the cities that alternately dominated the region. (The learner will 
describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). 
Influence of Egyptian Trade: Explain how trade with Egypt influenced the Phoenician culture in terms of clothing and the use of hieroglyphics. (The learner will describe the major 
characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). Locate Phoenicia on a world map and explain the role of city-states. Identify Sidon and Tyre as the cities that alternately dominated 
the region. (The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). 
Trade Routes: Trace the Phoenician trade routes throughout the Mediterranean and the Near East, and describe the development of Carthage, Byblos, and other major port cities. (The 
learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). Explain how trade with Egypt influenced the Phoenician culture in terms of clothing and the use of 
hieroglyphics. (The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). 
Purple Dyed Trade Items: Describe the locally manufactured glassware, embroideries, metal articles, and cloth colored with Tyrian purple dye that were traded by the Phoenicians. (The 
learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). 
Greatest Seagoing Traders: Identify the Phoenicians as the world's greatest seagoing traders at the time. Explain the possibility that Phoenician sailors traveled around Africa to Britain 
using the North Star as a means of navigation. (The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the Phoenicians). 
Phonetic Alphabet: Describe the Phoenician invention of the phonetic alphabet and explain how it is the basis for our modern alphabet. (The learner will describe the major characteristics 
and contributions of the Phoenicians). 

 

Chapter 3: Shang/Zhou Dynasty 1027-256 BC (5th Grade)  



The learner will describe the major contributions of the Shang and Zhou dynasties (1027 - 256 BC). 
Shang Dynasty: Define ''dynasty.'' Identify the Shang as ancient China's first dynasty and locate the region of the dynasty on a world map. 
Shang Dynasty Innovations:  Identify the Shang dynasty as a period of great innovation. Describe the use of bronze, the creation of silk textiles, and the use of a sophisticated writing 
system as some of these innovations. 
Art & Religion: Explain the roles of art and religion in the culture of the Shang dynasty. Describe yin and yang. 
Zhou Warriors: Identify the Zhou warriors as the group who took power from the Shang to become the next ruling dynasty in ancient China. 
Zhou Feudal Society: Explain the feudal society established by the Zhou emperors. 
The Golden Age of China: Describe the period known as China's Golden Age. 
Confucius: Identify Confucius as the founder of Confucianism and explain some of his teachings. 
Lao-tzu & Daoism: Identify Lao-tzu as the legendary founder of Daoism and explain some of his teachings. 

 

Chapter 4: Nubian Kingdom (1000 BC) (5th Grade)  
The learner will describe the major contributions of the Nubian kingdom (1000 BC). 
Nubian Civilization: Locate the Nubian kingdom on a world map. Identify the different cities that acted as centers of the kingdom throughout its existence, including Kerma, Napata, and 
Meroë. 
Egyptian & Nubian Conflicts: Explain the conflicts between Egypt and Nubia and the struggle for power in this region. 
Egyptian & Nubian Similarities: Compare the similarities of the culture of Nubia to the culture of Egypt, including the building of pyramids, the use of written language, and the practice of 
mummification. 
Nubian Culture: Describe the culture of Nubia once it was free from Egyptian influence, including new styles of art and architecture, development of a new language and system of writing, 
and worshiping of new gods. 
Natural Resources: Describe the natural resources of Nubia, including timber and iron ore, and the roles these resources played in establishing Meroë as a trade center. 

 

Chapter 5: Ancient Greece (5th Grade)  
The learner will describe the major characteristics and contributions of the ancient Greek civilization (776 - 300 BC). 
Greek Civilization: Locate the ancient Greek civilization on a world map and explain the role of city-states. Identify Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and Corinth as major city-states of the region. 
Tyrants 7 City-States: Define ''tyrants'' and their role in running the city-states. Explain how the tyrants were driven out of power, introducing the new system of government called 
democracy. 
Democracy: Describe the new system of democracy and the rights of the citizens. Explain how this idea would impact future governments throughout the world. 
Gods & Goddesses: Locate Mount Olympus and describe the roles of the following gods and goddesses: Aphrodite, Hermes, Poseidon, Zeus, Apollo. 
Ares/Athena/Artemis/Demeter: Describe the roles of the following gods and goddesses: Ares, Athena, Artemis, Demeter. 
Alphabet & Greek Writing: Describe the Greek alphabet and understand that it was built upon Phoenician characters. Describe the process of writing on a wax-covered tablet with a 
stylus. 



Pythagoras & Hippocrates: Describe the contributions of the following Greek scholars: Pythagoras, Hippocrates. 
Socrates, Plato & Aristotle: Describe the contributions of the following Greek scholars: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle. 
Drama, Athletics & Literature: Explain the roles of art, architecture, and music in developing the culture of the ancient Greek civilization. 
Greek Culture: Explain the roles of athletics, drama, and literature in developing the culture of the ancient Greek civilization. 

 

Chapter 6: U. S. Politics 1801-1840 (5th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the early presidents and politics of the United States during the period 1801 - 1840. 
President Thomas Jefferson: Describe the life of Thomas Jefferson in terms of his presidency and his hobbies. 
Louisiana Purchase: Describe the importance of the Louisiana Purchase and the roles of Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, and Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Lewis & Clark Expedition: Describe the exploration of the new territory of Louisiana and the roles of Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and Sacajawea. 
Zebulon Pike Expedition: Describe the expedition of Zebulon Pike. 
President James Madison: Describe the presidency of James Madison and the role of Dolley Madison. 
Before the War of 1812: Identify the events leading to the War of 1812 and the roles of William Henry Harrison and Tecumseh. Describe the importance of British impressment of 
American sailors and the Battle of Tippecanoe. 
The War of 1812: Describe the War of 1812 and the battles of Lake Erie and New Orleans. Know about the British burning of the White House and Capitol, and the circumstances 
surrounding the writing of The Star-Spangled Banner. 
President James Monroe: Describe the presidency of James Monroe, the Era of Good Feelings, and the Monroe Doctrine 
Missouri Compromise: Explain the Missouri Compromise and how the expansion of slavery into the newly acquired United States territory threatened national unity. 
President Andrew Jackson: Describe the presidency of Andrew Jackson and the importance of the Indian Removal Act, the Trail of Tears, and the Seminole Wars. 

 

Chapter 7: U. S. History 1820-1850 (5th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the history of the United States during the Westward Expansion period, 1820 - 1850. 
Manifest Destiny: Describe the meaning of ''Manifest Destiny'' and the role of John O'Sullivan. 
Influence on Western Expansion: Describe the role of ''mountain men'' and fur traders in the expansion of the West and their relations with the Native Americans. Identify Kit Carson. 
Traveling West: Describe the means of travel available to pioneers heading west, including the steamboat, wagon trains, and flatboats. 
Santa Fe Trail: Trace the land route west opened by William Becknell that became known as the Santa Fe Trail. 
Texas War for Independence: Describe the people and events leading to the Texas War for Independence, including the early settlement of Texas and the roles of Stephen Austin and 
Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. 
Battle of the Alamo: Describe the people and events of the Battle of the Alamo, including Davy Crockett, Jim Bowie, and Susanna Dickerson. 
Texas Independence: Describe the outcome of the Texas War for Independence and the roles of Sam Houston and Santa Anna. Identify the Lone Star Republic and explain the request 
for annexation. 
Oregon Trail: Trace the route of the Oregon Trail and describe life on the trail. 



Mormons Migrate West: Identify the reasons that the Mormons (Latter-day Saints) traveled west to Utah and the roles of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young. 
Mexican American War: Describe the events leading to the Mexican American War. 
Outcomes of the Mexican War: Describe the outcome of the Mexican American War and the roles of General Zachary Taylor and Santa Anna. Identify the Mexican lands ceded to 
America and explain the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
The Influence of Gold: Describe how the discovery of gold changed California. 

 

Chapter 8: U. S. Economy in the mid-1800s (5th Grade)  
The learner will examine the differences between the economies of the northern and southern United States in the mid-1800s. 
Charles Goodyear & Rubber: Describe Charles Goodyear's invention of rubber and how it helped lead to economic growth in the Northeast. 
Elias Howe & Sewing Machines: Describe Elias Howe's invention of the sewing machine and how it helped lead to economic growth in the Northeast. 
Samuel Morse & Telegraph: Describe Samuel Morse's invention of the telegraph and how it helped lead to economic growth in the Northeast. 
Economic Growth of the NW: Identify the role of whaling, trade, and clipper ships in the economic growth of the Northeast. 
Industry & Factories: Identify the role of industry and factories in the economy of the Northeast. 
Cyrus McCormich & Agriculture: Identify agriculture and Cyrus McCormick's invention of the reaper as major contributors to the Midwest economy. 
Importance of Railroads: Describe the importance of railroads as a link from the Midwest to the North. 
Cotton Growing: Identify cotton-growing as the major economic activity of the South and the importance of exportation, plantations, and slave labor. 
Enslaved African Americans: Describe living conditions of enslaved African Americans, the importance of Nat Turner's Revolt, and slave codes. 
Problems for the Free Slaves: Identify the problems faced by free African Americans. 
Movement to End Slavery: Describe how the movement to end slavery gained strength in the mid-1800's. Define abolition and describe the American Anti-Slavery Society. 
Freedom Fighters: Identify Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth as abolitionists and African American leaders. 
Harriet Tubman: Describe the role of Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad in the anti-slavery movement. 
Women Struggle for Rights: Describe the struggle for women's rights in the mid-1800s and the importance of the Seneca Falls Convention. 
Contributors to Women Rights: Describe Elizabeth Cady Stanton's, Lucretia Mott's, and Amelia Bloomer's contributions to women's rights. 
Women Rights Leaders: Describe Elizabeth Blackwell's and Susan B. Anthony's contributions to women's rights. 
Reformers & Movements: Describe the temperance movement and the role of reformers in the mid-1800s. 
Horace Mann & Dorothea Day: Describe the contributions of Horace Mann and Dorothea Dix. 

 

Chapter 9: Leading to American Civil War (5th Grade)  
The learner will examine the events that led to the American Civil War. 
Compromise of 1850: Summarize the Compromise of 1850 and the roles of Henry Clay, John Calhoun, William Seward, Daniel Webster, President Taylor, and President Fillmore. Define 
popular sovereignty and the Fugitive Slave Law. 



Harriet Beecher Stowe: Describe how Harriet Beecher Stowe and ''Uncle Tom's Cabin'' affected the slavery debate. 
Events Leading to Civil War: Describe how the Dred Scott decision kept the issue of slavery alive, the importance of the newly formed Republican party, and the Lincoln-Douglas debates 
for the Illinois senate seat. 
John Brown: Describe the raid at Harpers Ferry and the roles of John Brown and Robert E. Lee. Summarize the presidential election of 1860 and the roles of Abraham Lincoln, Stephen 
Douglass, John Breckinridge, and John Bell. 
Outbreak of Civil War: Explain the events that led to the outbreak of the Civil War, including the southern states' secession from the Union, the formation of the Confederate States of 
America, and the attack at Fort Sumter. Describe the roles of Jefferson Davis, President Lincoln, and Major Robert Anderson. 

 

Chapter 10: The American Civil War (5th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the American Civil War. 
States & Territories: Identify the states and territories that made up the Union and the Confederacy. Identify the terms: Yankees, Rebels, the Blue and the Gray. 
Advantage & Disadvantages: Explain the advantages and disadvantages each side had as the Civil War began. 
First Battle of Bull Run: Describe the first Battle of Bull Run and identify Stonewall Jackson. 
The Battle at Sea: Describe the battle at sea including the roles of ''ironclad'' warships, the USS Monitor and the CSS Virginia. 
Shiloh & the Mississippi: Describe the fight for control of the Mississippi River and the Battle of Shiloh, including the roles of Ulysses S. Grant and Captain David Farragut. 
Second Battle of Bull Run: Describe the Union's campaign to seize Richmond and the Second Battle of Bull Run, including the roles of George McClellan and Robert E. Lee. 
Battle of Antietam: Describe the Battle of Antietam. 
Emancipation Proclamation: Describe the effect of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
The Role African Americans: Explain the role of African Americans in the Civil War. 
Woman & the Civil War: Explain the role of women in the Civil War. 
Turning Points: Explain why the battles of Gettysburg and Vicksburg were turning points in the Civil War. 
The Gettysburg Address: Describe the Gettysburg Address and its impact on American history. 
General William Sherman: Describe General William Sherman's march to the sea and the burning of Atlanta. 
Lee's Surrender at Appomattox: Describe the events that led to Lee's surrender at Appomattox. 
Costs of the Civil War: Describe the costs of the Civil War. 

 

Chapter 11: Reconstruction 1865-1877 (5th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the history of the United States during the Reconstruction period of 1865 - 1877. 
The Death of President Lincoln: Describe the death of President Abraham Lincoln and the presidency of Andrew Johnson. 
Johnson Reconstruction Plan: Describe President Johnson's plan for Reconstruction and the importance of the Freedmen's Bureau, Radical Republicans, and the attempted 
impeachment of Johnson. 
New Voters of the South: Describe the new groups of voters in the South and how Congress protected them. Define the terms: freedmen, scalawags, carpetbaggers. 



13th, 14th & 15th Amendments: Explain the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution. 
Racism in Reconstruction: Identify white supremacy groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, and the enactment of the Black Codes. 
Compromise of 1877: Describe the end of the Reconstruction period and the Compromise of 1877. 

 

Chapter 12: Geography of the United States (5th Grade)  
The learner will examine the geography of the United States. 
States and Capitals: Locate on a United States map the 50 states and their capitals. 
Major Cities: Locate on a map the major cities of the United States. 
Regions Along the East Coast: Identify the regions of New England, the Mid-Atlantic, and the South, and describe their characteristics. 
Midwest & the Great Plains: Identify the regions of the Midwest and the Great Plains and describe their characteristics. 
Western Region: Identify the regions of the West, the Southwest, and the Pacific Northwest, and describe their characteristics. 
Eastern Rivers: Locate on a United States map the following major rivers: James, Hudson, St. Lawrence. 
Major Rivers: Locate on a United States map the following major rivers: Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio. 
The Columbia & Rio Grand River: Locate on a United States map the following major rivers: Columbia, Rio Grande. 
The Continental Divide: Identify the Continental Divide and describe the flow of rivers: east of the Rockies, to the Arctic or Atlantic Oceans, west of the Rockies, to the Pacific Ocean. 
The Different Time Zones: Identify the time zones of the United States. 

 

Chapter 13: World Geography (5th Grade)  
The learner will examine the geography of the world. 
Times Zones Around the World: Know that there are different time zones throughout the world. 
Tropic of Cancer & Capricorn: Locate on a world map the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. Describe the relationship of these lines to seasons and temperatures. 
Climate Zones Around the World: Describe the following climate zones of the world: arctic, tropic, temperate. 
Polar Regions & Mountains: Identify the following regions of the world and describe their characteristics: polar regions, mountains. 
Island & Rain Forests: Identify the following regions of the world and describe their characteristics: islands, rain forests. 
Forests, Deserts & Grasslands: Identify the following regions of the world and describe their characteristics: forests, deserts, grasslands. 
Archaeologists: Describe the tools and methods used by archaeologists. 
Artifacts & Ruins: Identify the kinds of information that archaeologists can acquire from artifacts and ruins. 
Learning from the Past: Explain how historians use archaeological information to draw conclusions about past cultures. 

 

Chapter 14: Political Science (5th Grade)  



The learner will begin to develop an understanding of political science through the study of power, authority, and governance, and understanding of how knowledge about political systems 
is essential for developing civic responsibility. 
Purpose of Government: Describe the purpose of governments and how their powers are acquired, used, and justified. 
Terms of Office: Identify the terms of office for the president, senators, representatives, and justices. 
Presidential Successions: Identify the line of succession for the presidency. 
Democratic Laws: Describe how democratic laws are developed and why they are fundamental to society. 
Examples of Civil Rights: Give examples of civil rights. 
Shaping Public Policy: Explain ways that individuals and groups influence and shape public policy. 
Resolving Conflict: Recognize how America has resolved civil and international conflict. 
Leadership Roles: Explain the leadership role of the United States in international settings. 
Citizenship: Know that a citizen is a legally recognized member of the United States who has certain rights and privileges as well as responsibilities. Describe the effects of prejudice and 
discrimination. 

 

Chapter 15: Economic System (5th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the interaction of people and institutions in economic systems. 
Law of Supply & Demand: Describe the law of supply and demand. 
Production & Distribution: Describe how economic systems produce and distribute goods and services. 
Factors Affecting Consumers: Identify factors that affect how consumers make their choices. 
Price & Quantity Distribution: Describe the relationship between price and quantity supplied of a good or service. 
Competition in the Economy: Identify and explain examples of competition in the economy. 
Economic Role of Government: Explain the economic role of government in relation to health, safety, and environmental concerns. 
National Defense: Explain the economic role of government to provide for national defense, to defend and protect property rights, to attempt to make markets more competitive. 
Producers & Consumers: Describe the relationships among specialization and division of labor on productivity of workers, and the interdependence between producers and consumers. 
Exchange of Goods & Services: Explain why people and countries voluntarily exchange goods and services. 
Entrepreneurship: Explain the concept of entrepreneurship. 
Influence of Income: Describe how income often reflects choices made about education and career. Describe unemployment. 

 

Chapter 16: 19th Century Individuals (5th Grade)  
Identify the accomplishments of notable individuals and inventors, such as Samuel F. Morse, Alexander Graham Bell, the Wright Brothers, Louis Braille, CJ Walker and Elijah McCoy, who 
have made contributions to society in the areas of civil rights, women's rights, military actions, technological advancements and politics. 
The Wright Brothers: Identify the accomplishments of the Wilbur and Orville Wright who invented the airplane. 



Chapter 1: Ancient Hebrew Civilization (6th Grade) 
6th Grade Social Studies 

Samuel F. Morse: The student will be able to describe Samuel F. Morse's invention of the telegraph. 
Louis Braille: Identify the accomplishments of Louis Braille who invented the Braille system. 
Elijah McCoy: Identify the many accomplishments of Elijah McCoy who invented the automatic oil pump, the sprinkler system and the ironing board. 
Madame CJ Walker: The student will learn about Madame CJ Walker, who invented a shampoo that cured scalp disease. 
Alexander Graham Bell: The student will be able to describe Alexander Graham Bell's invention of the telephone. 

 

The learner will examine the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the ancient Hebrew civilization. 
History of Judaism: Explain the origins of Judaism as the first religion based on the concept of one god. Analyze the significance of monotheism and the concept of moral laws for 
humanity. Discuss the Hebrew Bible as the source of the teachings and central beliefs of Judaism. Explain the role of beliefs such as the observance of law and the concepts of 
righteousness and justice. Discuss how the ideas of the Hebrews are reflected in the moral and ethical traditions of Western civilization. 

 

Chapter 2: Early Civilizations of India (6th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate understanding of the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of India. 
Indus River Valley: Describe the physical setting and location of the river system that supported the ancient civilization of the Indus River Valley. Describe the significance of the Aryan 
invasions of the Indus civilization. 
From Brahmanism to Hinduism: Investigate the major beliefs and practices of Brahmanism in India and how they grew into Hinduism. 
The Caste System: Investigate the social structure of the caste system. 
Buddhism in India: Summarize the life and moral teachings of Buddha. Describe how Buddhism spread in India, Ceylon, and Central Asia. Describe the growth of the Maurya Empire and 
Emperor Asoka's political and moral achievements 
Contributions of India: Identify important artistic and intellectual contributions of the civilizations of India, including Sanskrit literature (Bhagavad Gita), medicine, astronomy, and 
mathematics. 

 

Chapter 3: Early Civilizations of China (6th Grade)  
The learner will analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of China. 
Emperor Shi Huangdi: Summarize the achievements of the emperor Shi Huangdi when unifying northern China under the Qin dynasty. 
The Han Dynasty: Examine the contributions of the Han dynasty that led to the development and expansion of the empire. Explain the significance and location of the "silk roads" of the 
Han and Roman empires. 
The Tang Dynasty: Describe the reunification of China under the Tang dynasty. Examine the reasons for the spread of Buddhism in China, Korea, and Japan during Tang China. Describe 
the agricultural, technological, and commercial developments during the Tang and Sung periods. 
Chinese Discoveries: Examine the historical influence of Chinese discoveries such as tea, the manufacture of paper, the compass, woodblock printing, and gunpowder. 



 

Chapter 4: Rome (6th Grade)  
The learner will investigate the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures in the development of Rome. 
Rise of Rome: Describe the location and rise of the Roman Republic. Investigate the following mythical and historical figures: Aeneas, Romulus and Remus, Cincinnatus, Julius Caesar, 
and Cicero. 
Features of the Government: Explain significant features of the government of the Roman Republic: written constitution, tripartite government, checks and balances, and civic duty. 
Reasons for the Growth: Describe the political and geographic reasons for the growth of the Roman territories and empire, including the use of currency and trade routes. Describe the 
roles of Julius Caesar and Augustus Caesar in Rome's transition from republic to empire. 
Jewish Migration: Describe the migration of Jews in the Mediterranean region and their conflicts with the Romans. 
Origins of Christianity: Summarize the origins of Christianity in Jewish prophecies, the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, and the contribution of St. Paul the Apostle to the spread of 
Christian beliefs. 
How Christianity Spread: Describe how Christianity spread in Europe and other Roman territories. 
Roman Legacy: Explain the legacy of Roman art and architecture, technology and science, literature, language, and law. 

 

Chapter 5: Civilization of Islam (6th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages. 
The Arabian Peninsula: Describe the climate and physical features of the Arabian Peninsula and its surroundings. 
Muslim Contributions: Identify the contributions that Muslim scholars made to later civilizations in science, geography, mathematics, philosophy, medicine, art, and literature. 

 

Chapter 6: African Civilization (6th Grade)  
The learner will analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the sub-Saharan African civilizations of Ghana and Mali. 
Western African Civilization: Locate the Niger River and the vegetation zones of forest, savanna, and desert. Relate these features to the trade in gold, salt, food, and slaves, as well as 
to the growth of the Ghanaian and Malian empires. 
Effects of the Caravan Trade: Describe the caravan trade across the Sahara and its role in changing religious and cultural characteristics of West Africa. 
Written & Oral Traditions: Summarize the importance of written and oral traditions in African history and culture. 

 

Chapter 7: Settling the Western U.S. (6th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the history of the United States during the settlement of the American West. 
Development of the West: Describe the role of mining and the transcontinental railroad in the development of the West. 
The Plains Indians: Identify the Native American nations that lived on the Great Plains. Describe the culture of the Plains Indians. 
Settler & Native American Wars: Explain why wars broke out between settlers and Native Americans. Name the battles that took place on the plains. Describe how the government ended 
wars. 



Life on the Plains: Describe how cattle ranching became a big business. Describe how farmers adapted to life on the plains. 
Farming in the Late 1800's: Explain why farmers faced hard times in the late 1800s. Discuss how farmers organized to help themselves. 

 

Chapter 8: Industrial Revolution (6th Grade)  
The learner will analyze how the growth of big business and heavy industry transformed American society during the Industrial Revolution. 
Importance of Railroads: Explain why railroads grew after the Civil War. Describe their impact. 
Steel & Big Business: Explain how steel became a big industry. Describe how business leaders helped build American industry. Explain why some people criticized big business. 
Inventions of the Time: Describe how the telephone was invented. Name the discoveries and inventions of Thomas Alva Edison. Explain how Henry Ford created a new way to make 
cars. 
Work in the Factory: Describe how factory work changed in the 1880s. Describe how workers tried to improve their lives. Explain why violence broke out between workers and owners 

 

Chapter 9: Immigration to America (6th Grade)  
The learner will examine the influx of immigrants in America after 1870 and how new social patterns, conflicts, and ideas of national unity developed amid growing cultural diversity. 
Coming to America: Explain why and how millions of people immigrated to America. Discuss how native-born Americans reacted to the newcomers. 
Growth of American Cities: Explain the growth of American cities. Identify the different populations that lived in the cities. Describe attempts at urban improvement. 
Changes in the Late 1800's: Describe how cities changed in the late 1800s. Name the sports that Americans enjoyed. Describe how music influenced American life. 

 

Chapter 10: United States 1877-1914 (6th Grade)  
The learner will describe the political, social, and economic changes that transformed the United States in the years 1877-1914. 
Women Fight for their Rights: Describe how women won the right to vote and gained other opportunities. Describe the role of women in bringing about Prohibition. 
Presidents Roosevelt & Wilson: Describe how Theodore Roosevelt became president. Identify the reforms that Roosevelt supported. Discuss Woodrow Wilson's policies as president. 
Fighting for Equity: Describe how life for African Americans worsened in the 1890s. Discuss how African American leaders fought discrimination. Identify the problems faced by African, 
Asian, Mexican, and Native Americans. 

 

Chapter 11: The U.S. as a World Power (6th Grade)  
The learner will demonstrate knowledge of the circumstances that helped the United States become a world power. 
Overseas Expansion: Explain why some Americans called for overseas expansion in the late 1800s. Describe how the United States gained Alaska. Explain how the United States 
increased its influence in the Pacific. 
The Spanish-American War: Explain the importance of Latin America to the United States. Identify the causes of the Spanish-American War, and explain why American opinion was 
divided regarding the peace treaty. 
The Panama Canal: Describe how the United States built the Panama Canal. 



Invasion of Mexico in 1916: Discuss the policies of the United States toward Latin America. Explain why the United States invaded Mexico in 1916. 
 

Chapter 12: Investigate Your State (6th Grade)  
The learner will investigate people, events, and ideas that were significant in the development of his or her state. 
Native American Artifacts: Describe Native American artifacts that have been found in your state, and write an essay describing these peoples' lives. 
Native American Homes: Conduct research to determine which type or types of Native American homes were used in your state. Include a detailed description of each type. 
Your Major Officeholders: Identify your state's major officeholders, such as governor, lieutenant governor, state senators, and local representatives. Write your local representative a letter 
that expresses your views on a current local or state issue. 
Branches of Local Government: Create a chart depicting the branches of your local community government. Include the names of current officeholders. 

 

Chapter 13: Characteristics of Your State (6th Grade)  
The learner will investigate the natural resources, industries, and landmarks of his or her state. 
National & State Landmarks: Collect postcards and travel information depicting national and state landmarks in your state. Write to tourism boards, or research online sources, for 
information on the landmarks. Use this information to create your own travel brochure that encourages others to visit your favorite landmark. 
Branches of Local Government: Investigate the major industries of your state. Explain how these industries may be related to the availability of natural resources. Identify key people who 
were instrumental in the formation of each industry. 

 

Chapter 14: Maps/Globes/Geographic Tools (6th Grade)  
The learner will develop skills working with maps, globes, and other geographic tools. 
Advantages & Disadvantages: Identify the advantages and disadvantages of globes and maps. 
The Global Address System: Locate the North and South Poles in relationship to the Arctic and Antarctic Circles. 
Weather Patterns: Examine weather patterns in relation to the formation of desert ecosystems of the Middle East. 

 

Chapter 15: Political Science (6th Grade)  
The learner will develop an understanding of political science through the study of civic life. 
Characteristics of Citizens: Describe a citizen as defined in the Constitution and explain how Americans are citizens of both their state and the United States. Describe the three ways to 
become a citizen of the United States. 
American Principles & Values: Identify values and principles Americans share, as set forth in such documents as the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution. 
Explain why it is important to the guarantee of human rights that Americans understand and act on their shared political values and principles. 
Private Life & Civic Life: Differentiate between private life and civic life. Create a plan for participating in civic life. 

 

Chapter 16: U.S. Political System (6th Grade)  



Chapter 1: Age of Exploration (7th Grade) 
7th Grade Social Studies 

The learner will examine the United States political system in historical context and from the standpoint of present-day practice. 
Political Party: Describe what a political party is and what it means to be a party member. Examine the functions performed by political parties and explain how they are organized. 
Presidential Election: Explain how presidential candidates are selected. Summarize the presidential election from nominating conventions to general elections. 

 

Chapter 17: Economic System (6th Grade)  
The learner will describe the influence of physical and cultural factors upon economic systems found in the Eastern world. 
Influences on Income: Explain how physical geography, specialization, and trade influence the way people earn income. Explain how increased specialization and trade make countries 
wealthier yet more interdependent. Explain why international trade requires a system for exchanging money between and among nations. 
Decisions in a Market Economy: Explain how economic decisions are made in a market economy by describing the relationships among economic factors (such as scarcity, choice, 
opportunity cost, money, goods and services, price, and supply and demand). 
Different Economic Systems: Describe different economic systems: traditional, command, and market. Compare how each system determines what will be produced, for whom, and how 
production will be accomplished. 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Define gross domestic product (GDP). Compare and contrast the level and sources of GDP in countries of the Eastern world and the United States. 

 

The learner will describe life in the Americas before the 17th century and understand the causes and events of the exploration era. 
First Inhabitants: The learner will identify and describe the culture of the first Americans and analyze how geography and climate influenced the way Native Americans lived. 
The Discovery of America: The learner will identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of the Americas. 
Conquering the New World: The learner will describe how the Spanish explored and dominated the Americas. 
Colonization and Exploration: The learner will describe the establishment of Spanish colonies in the Americas and analyze the impact of exploration and colonization on the native 
peoples of the Americas. 

 

Chapter 2: English Colonization (7th Grade)  
The learner will analyze the events, individuals and developments of colonial America. 
Early English Attempts: The student will describe the reasons and successes and failures of England's first attempts to start colonies in North America 
Founding the English Colonies: Describe factors that led to the founding of the colonies, such as the escape from religious persecution, economic opportunity, release from prison, and 
military adventure. 
Colonial Life: The student will analyze why each geographic region of the colonies developed different industries and the effect of geography on daily life. 

 

Chapter 3: American Revolution Causes (7th Grade)  



The student will analyze the events, individuals and organizations that contributed to the conflict between the colonists and Britain. 
Struggle for Control: The student will describe the causes, events and results of the French and Indian war. The student will explain the economic relationship between the colonists and 
Britain. 
British Taxes: The student will evaluate the cause and effect relationship of British tax policies concerning the colonies. 
British Punishments: The student will analyze the British response to colonial actions of protest against British policy. The student will evaluate the cause and effect relationship of British 
tax policies concerning the colonies. 

 

Chapter 4: The American Revolution (7th Grade)  
Students will evaluate the battles, documents and people involved in the American Revolution 
Liberty or Death: Students will analyze the early calls for independence by colonists and the early battles of the American Revolution. 
Military Campaigns: Students will evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the British and the Americans, the Declaration of Independence and major battles of the American 
Revolution. 
The Help of Many: Students will describe the contributions made by diverse individuals to the cause of American Independence. 
Victory for the Americans: Students will discuss the battles that led to the victory of the Americans over the British. 

 

Chapter 5: Creation of U.S. Government (7th Grade)  
Describe the aspirations, ideals and events that served as the foundation for the creation of a new national government. 
Roots of American Government: Traces the creation of the American government from Ancient Greece to Shays Rebellion. 
Creating the Constitution: Evaluates the major debates and compromises of the Constitutional Convention. 
Governmental Structure: Explains the powers granted to Congress, the President, the Supreme Court, and those reserved to the states and describes the powers of government 
enumerated in the Constitution and the fundamental liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights. Evaluates the major debates and compromises of the Constitutional Convention. 

 

Chapter 6: Early Years of the Republic (7th Grade)  
The learner will analyze the challenges confronted by the government and its leaders in the early years of the Republic. 
Washington's Presidency: Describes the precedents established by George Washington, including the cabinet and two terms of the presidency. 
Issues Facing the Nation: Analyzes the major issues facing Congress and the first two presidents. 
Political Parties: Compares the beliefs of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton that resulted in the emergence of two political parties. 

 

Chapter 7: Age of Jefferson (7th Grade)  
Describes the personal and political challenges faced by Thomas Jefferson. 
Thomas Jefferson: Discusses Jefferson’s life prior to the presidency and explores his early years in office. 



America Doubles in Size: Analyzes the causes and effects of the Louisiana Purchase. 
Trade Troubles: Evaluates Jefferson's embargo policies and the effects on the American economy. Analyzes the causes and effects of the Louisiana Purchase. 
War Fever: Students will examine the causes and issues surrounding important events of the War of 1812. Analyzes the causes and effects of the Louisiana Purchase. 

 

Chapter 8: Growth and Expansion (7th Grade)  
Describes the growth and change in the United States in the early 1800s. 
Industrial Revolution: Examines the impact of the Industrial Revolution on American economy and society. 
Internal Improvements: Describes how the effects of geography, climate, canals, river systems, economic incentives and frontier spirit influenced the distribution of people, goods and 
services. 
Domestics and Foreign Affairs: Analyzes Clay's American System and examines the influences on the principle relationships between the United States, Mexico, Canada and the 
European powers. 

 

Chapter 9: Jacksonian Democracy (7th Grade)  
Evaluates the policies of the president, Andrew Jackson. 
Road to the Presidency: Describes Jackson's early years, military career, presidential election and philosophies. 
Jackson's Policies: Examines issues faced by Jackson such as the Bank of the United States, the tariff crisis, and Indian removal policies 

 

Chapter 10: Manifest Destiny (7th Grade)  
Analyzes the belief that is was the destiny of the United States to control all the territory between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Examines how that belief becomes a reality. 
Quest for the West: Defines Manifest Destiny and discusses the types of people who moved west. 
Mexican Cession: Evaluates the relationships between Mexico and Texas and the problems associated with annexing Texas to the United States. Defines Manifest Destiny and discusses 
the types of people who moved west. 
Western Travel: Examines the motives of several groups who migrated west. Defines Manifest Destiny and discusses the types of people who moved west. 

 

Chapter 11: Reform Movements (7th Grade)  
Students will examine various reform movements of the 1800s, including abolition, temperance, women's rights, education, religious and mentally ill/prison reform. 
African American Struggle: Students will examine the life of slaves and free African Americans and the abolitionist movement. 
Women Take a Stand: Students will examine the role of women in the 1800s and the fight for equal rights. Students will examine the life of slaves and free African Americans and the 
abolitionist movement. 
Reforming American Society: Students will recognize causes and effects of various reform movements, including religion, education and mentally ill/prison reform and the temperance 
movement. Students will examine the role of women in the 1800s and the fight for equal rights. Students will examine the life of slaves and free African Americans and the abolitionist 
movement. 



 

Chapter 12: Causes of the Civil War (7th Grade)  
Analyzes and evaluates the issues that served to tear the United States apart and lead to the Civil War in the mid-1800s 
Growth Causes Conflict: Students analyze the consequences of Manifest Destiny in upsetting the balance of power in the United States government and the compromises reached to 
maintain balance between the North and South. 
Compromise Ends: Discusses how compromises can no longer be reached and the issues that continue to divide the North and South. Students analyze the consequences of Manifest 
Destiny in upsetting the balance of power in the United States government and the compromises reached to maintain balance between the North and South. 
On the Brink of War: Analyzes the issues that cause the South to secede from the Union. Discusses how compromises can no longer be reached and the issues that continue to divide 
the North and South. Students analyze the consequences of Manifest Destiny in upsetting the balance of power in the United States government and the compromises reached to maintain 
balance between the North and South. 

 

Chapter 13: The Civil War (7th Grade)  
The learner will analyze the events and effects of the Civil War. 
A Nation at War with Itself: The learner will evaluate the military strategies and resources available in both the North and South. 
Soldiers and Civilians: The learner will investigate the lives of soldiers, and civilians including the contributions of women and African Americans. The learner will analyze the effects of 
new war technology, limited medical technology and the invention of the camera. 
The War Comes to an End: Learner will analyze the final battles of the war and the terms of the Confederate surrender. 

 

Chapter 14: Reconstruction (7th Grade)  
Analyzes the plan for reconstruction and examines the effects of westward expansion. 
Restoring the Union: Evaluates the various plans for Reconstruction. 
The Effects of Reconstruction: Evaluates the political gains of African Americans in the South under Reconstruction. 
Westward Movement: Describes the migration west after the Civil War. 

 

Chapter 15: Immigration and Industry (7th Grade)  
Analyzes the impact of immigration and growth of big business on American society 
Immigration: Evaluates the immigrant experience in the United States in the late 1800s. 
Industry in America: Discusses the changes in industry that occurred during the late 1800s. 

 
Chapter 16: United States as a World Power (7th Grade)  
Describes the shift of United States policy from isolationism to expansionism. 
An Era of Reform: Analyzes civil service reform and agricultural movements such as the Grange, Populist and Progressive movements. 



Chapter 17: World War I (7th Grade) 

Chapter 18: Roaring Twenties (7th Grade) 

Chapter 19: The Great Depression (7th Grade) 

Chapter 20: World War II (7th Grade) 

Chapter 21: The Cold War II (7th Grade) 

Chapter 22: Changing Times in America (7th Grade) 

Overseas Expansion: Evaluates the United States policy of imperialism, yellow journalism, muckraking and involvement in the Spanish American War. 
 

Analyzes the causes, battles and outcomes of the Great War. 
Causes of World War I: Examines the issues and problems that led to war in Europe and the reasons the United States entered the war. 
The Great War: Describes the battles, people and outcomes of World War I. 

 

Analyzes the events of the 1920s 
Post War Challenges: Evaluates the return to normalcy, Red Scare, rise of the KKK, and the economic climate of the 1920s. 
Changing Way of Life: Discusses the Jazz Age, Harlem Renaissance, Prohibition and women's suffrage. 

 

Analyzes the causes, reforms and effects of the Great Depression Era. 
Economic Problems & Solutions: Discusses the causes of the depression and the New Deal programs. 
The New Deal and Beyond: Describes the Second New Deal, daily life during the Great Depression and criticism of the New Deal programs. 

 

Analyzes the causes, events and outcomes of World War II 
Stepping Stones to War: Describes the rise to power of dictators in Europe. 
World War Wages: Analyzes the start of the war and reasons for United States involvement. 
Winning the War: Analyzes the economic and social challenges faced during the war and the aspect of human tragedy caused by the war. Analyzes the start of the war and reasons for 
United States involvement. 

 

Evaluates tensions between the Soviet Union and the United States following World War II. 
Americanism v. Communism: Discusses the concept of the Iron Curtain and the spread of Communism. 
Closer to Home: Analyzes the launching of Sputnik, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the conflict with Vietnam. 

 



Chapter 1: Introduction to Social Science (High School) 
High School US History I (pre 1850) 

Outlines the events of the Nixon, Ford and Carter administrations as well as the culture and Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and 1970s. 
Civil Rights Era: Traces the development of the Civil Rights Movement from Brown v. Board of Education through the 1970s. 
Political Climates: Describes the problems and accomplishments of the Nixon, Ford and Carter administrations. 

 

Chapter 23: Modern America (7th Grade)  
Compares and contrasts the administrations of Reagan, Bush and Clinton 
Modern Presidents: Describes the economic and foreign policies of the United States under twelve consecutive years of Republican presidents. 
A New Era: Evaluates the policies of the Clinton administration. 

 

Students will analyze history as a discipline. 
History and Social Science: Students will analyze the importance of history and the social sciences. Students will examine why the social sciences are central to understanding the world 
around us. 

 

Chapter 2: The New World (High School)  
Students will compare places and regions of the world prior to the Age of Exploration. Students will identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of the Americas. 
Native Americans, Prehistory-1500: Students will evaluate how geographic events and features affected the migration of early people groups. Students will identify important 
characteristics of early civilizations as well as their effects on each other. 
Europe in the Fifteenth Century: Students will identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of the Americas. Students will evaluate the effects of European identity on the 
formation of an American identity. Students will analyze the necessary factors for the rise of nations. 
Africa: Students will explain the political, economic, cultural, and technological influences of European expansion on both Europeans and non-Europeans. Students will examine the early 
empires of Africa and compare the influence that religion and trade had on them. 
Voyages of Discovery Prior to 1492: Students will trace the early stages of the Age of Exploration from early Portuguese voyages to the eve of Columbus' encounter with the Americas. 
Students will evaluate the role that technology played in expediting the Age of Exploration. 

 

Chapter 3: Exploration and Colonization (High School)  
Students will trace the impact that Europe had on the Americas from Columbus to the formation of the 13 English colonies. Students will compare the motivations and tactics of different 
European nations in the Americas. 
Spain and Portugal in the Western Hemisphere: Students will examine how the Age of Exploration affected the Americas. Students will compare the involvement of Spain and Portugal 
in the Americas. Students will examine the impact that European contact had on the native peoples of the Americas. 
France's Empire: Students will assess the extent of French involvement in the Americas. Students will evaluate the relationships that French explorers had with Native Americans. 



The Mid-Atlantic and Chesapeake Colonies: Students will analyze the demographics and economics of the Mid-Atlantic colonies. Students will examine the role that tolerance played in 
the settlement of the Mid-Atlantic colonies. 
The New England Colonies: Students will compare the development of the New England colonies to other regions in the Americas. Students will examine the role that religion played in 
the settlement of the early North American colonies. 
The Southern Colonies: Students will examine how geography played a role in distinguishing regional differences between the northern and southern colonies. Students will analyze early 
differences between colonial regions. 

 

Chapter 4: English North America to 1770 (High School)  
Students will trace the social, political, and economic transformations of the English colonies from the 1600s to the eve of the war for independence. Students will examine specific 
influences that ultimately influenced American character. 
Immigration and Slavery: Students will analyze and compare the structure of both indentured servitude and slavery while examining the role that race played in a turn toward the 
institution of slavery. Students will evaluate the conflicts that arose from continual white encroachment on native lands. 
North America and England: Students will analyze the relationship created between the North American colonies and England. Students will evaluate the role of trade, Enlightenment 
thought, and mercantilism on the relationship between the North American colonies and England. 
Regional Differences in the Colonies: Students will examine the development of regional differences within the colonies. Students will analyze how regional differences inspired differing 
opinions regarding independence. Students will examine factors that inspired the development of an American identity. 
England's War for Empire: Students will examine how territorial and economic conflicts affected global relationships. Students will evaluate the role that political power and colonial power 
played in conflicts between nations. 

 

Chapter 5: Independence and Republic (High School)  
Students will evaluate British policies following the French and Indian War and assess the impact of those policies in the colonies. Students will trace the events leading up to the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Causes of the Revolution: Students will identify the policies of Great Britain after the French and Indian War and evaluate the impact of those policies on the colonies that led to 
resistance and eventually revolution. 
Declaring Independence: Students will trace events preceding the Declaration of Independence, including Lexington and Concord, the Continental Congress, and the Olive Branch 
Petition. Students will evaluate the influence of Thomas Paine and identify influences on the Declaration, including the Magna Carta. 
The War for Independence: Students will evaluate the effects of events during the American Revolution. Students will assess the strategies of both the British and the Continental Army in 
the north, focusing on the contribution of George Washington. 

 

Chapter 6: Confederation and Constitution (High School)  
Students will examine the processes used to create the U.S. Constitution, including the ratification process, the addition of the Bill of Rights, the impact on the country, and a comparison to 
the Articles of Confederation. 
Confederation: Students will discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and the land policies developed to deal with new territories being added to the Union. 
For each topic, students will assess the reasons for certain choices and the effects of those choices on the country. 



Creating the Constitution: Students will examine the processes involved in creating the Constitution and consider the views of representatives and compromises that were made at the 
Constitutional Convention. 
Ratifying the Constitution: Students will evaluate the debate between Federalists and Anti- Federalists over ratification of the U.S. Constitution and consider the reasons behind citizens' 
fears of governmental power. 
The Bill of Rights: Students will identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence and explain how those grievances were addressed in the U.S. Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights, and describe the structure of the government under the U.S. Constitution. 

 

Chapter 7: The New Republic (High School)  
Students will trace the development of political parties in the United States. Students will compare the political ideas of each party, discuss the effects on early foreign affairs, and trace the 
events of the War of 1812 and the Jeffersonian Era. 
Federalists and Political Parties: Students will identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence and explain how those grievances were addressed in the U.S. 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and describe the structure of the government under the U.S. Constitution. 
The Growth of United States Diplomacy: Students will trace the development of United States foreign policy during Washington's presidency and analyze the impact of that policy. 
Students will evaluate the role of Great Britain, France, and Spain in early U.S. foreign affairs. 
The Age of Jefferson: Students will evaluate the politics behind the peaceful revolution of 1800. Students will evaluate the political impact of the Democratic-Republican assumption of 
power and its impact on the Federalists. 
The War of 1812: Students will explain the causes and issues surrounding the War of 1812, in both the foreign and domestic arenas. 
The Era of Good Feelings and Monroe Doctrine: Students will explain how foreign relations improved after the War of 1812. Students will identify and evaluate the developments 
concerning Spanish Florida that eventually allowed the U.S. to acquire the territory. 

 

Chapter 8: Expansion and Conflict (High School)  
Students will examine issues around economics, politics, and expansion in the early 19th century. 
The Rise of Industry: Students will analyze the important economic and technological changes in the U.S. Students will compare and contrast regions and examine the role economic 
differences among the regions played in the development of the U.S. 
Sectionalism and Nationalism: Students will analyze the rise of nationalism in the U.S. after the War of 1812. Students will evaluate the conflicts and compromises behind the statehood 
of Missouri. 
The Age of Jackson: Students will identify the events that came to define the Age of Jackson. Students will examine major political, economic, and social developments in the U.S. during 
this period. 

 

Chapter 9: American Life, 1815-1860 (High School)  
Students will evaluate reform movements in U.S. society during the first half of the 19th century. 
Antebellum Reform 1: Students will analyze the message and effects of the Second Great Awakening. Students will discuss the importance and evolution of the antislavery movement 
from 1800 to 1860. 



Chapter 1: Introduction to US History II (High School) 
High School US History II (post 1850) 

Antebellum Reform 2: Students will trace the emergence of the women's movement in the U.S. from early notions of feminism during the colonial and revolutionary periods to the 
movement that developed during the period of antebellum reform. 

 

Chapter 10: Expansion and Manifest Destiny (High School)  
Students will examine the opportunities and conflicts that arose over westward expansion during the first half of the 19th century. 
Westward Movement: Students will analyze the defining and settling of the Louisiana Territory. Students will examine the settling and development of the Northwest Territory during the 
first half of the 19th century. 
War with Mexico: Students will analyze the causes and effects of the Mexican- American War. Students will examine the economic, political, and social outcomes of the war. 
Expansion and Disruption: Students will evaluate the problems that arose with the fulfillment of Manifest Destiny. Students will examine the disruptive effect that expansion and slavery 
had upon the United States during this time. 

 

Students will analyze history as a discipline and briefly review the first part of US History. 
History and Social Science: Students will analyze the importance of history and the social sciences and why they are imperative when attempting to understand the world around us. 
Review of US History I: Students will review US History from the period of European Exploration of the Americas up to the Antebellum period in the United States. 

 

Chapter 2: The Civil War Era, 1857-1865 (High School)  
Students will analyze the causes, events, and consequences of the US Civil War including economic, political and social topics. 
Growing Conflict: Students will develop and comprehend and analyze the rise of sectionalism and the impact of the Dred Scott Case. 
Secession: Students will compare and contrast the North and the South and draw conclusions about the causes of secession and the Civil War. 
The Early War: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the early battles of the Civil War. 
The Ascendancy of the Union: Students will examine and describe the Battle of Gettysburg, the Gettysburg Address, and Sherman's March to the Sea. 
African Americans and the Civil War: Students will describe the lives of African Americans in the North and South. 
The End of the War: Students will discuss and apply their understanding to the events at the end of the war. 

 

Chapter 3: Reconstruction, 1865-1877 (High School)  
Students will summarize the period following the Civil War and analyze the main people and issues involved in Reconstruction. Students will also trace the process of Reconstruction to 
examine its effects. 
Presidential Reconstruction: Students will assess Lincoln's plans for Reconstruction and compare it to the plan favored by Johnson. 



Radical Reconstruction: Students will illustrate how the Reconstruction was molded by the ideals of a radical congress. Students will also evaluate and analyze the main issues that led to 
debate and friction between North and South. 
End of Reconstruction: Students will examine the final phase of Reconstruction and evaluate the extent to which the issues surrounding it were resolved. 

 

Chapter 4: The Gilded Age, 1865-1900 (High School)  
Students will trace the growth of industrialization and consider its effects on the land, people, and economic development of the United States. 
Industrial United States: Students will assess the extent to which industrialization affected the growth of cities as well as the structure of labor and industry in the United States. 
The North American West: Students will account for the emergence of a railroad system and examine the reasons for and results of a push westward. 
Issues in the Gilded Age: Students will investigate the many people and components of society that were affected by the turn towards industrialization. 

 

Chapter 5: Modern US, 1890-1920 (High School)  
Students will trace the transitions that the United States made both domestically and internationally from the eve of industrialization to the end of the Great War. 
The United States Emerges: Students will examine and evaluate the domestic and international occurrences that helped transform the status and structure of the United States at the turn 
of the century and beyond. 
Reform in the United States: Students will analyze the era of reforms and progressive movements and evaluate it for its successes as well as its failures. 
The Great War: Students will trace the US involvement in the Great War and analyze how technology and modernization affect the outcome of modern war. 

 

Chapter 6: Postwar US, 1918-1940 (High School)  
Students will describe changes in the United States after the Great War. Students will also examine aspects of culture, politics, and economics that shaped the United States and its 
relationship with the world. 
The Roaring 20s: Students will examine aspects of life during the 1920s in the United States. 
Collapse: Students will examine the causes and effects of the Great Depression and analyze early attempts to resolve it. 
The Presidency of Franklin Roosevelt: Students will examine the presidency of Franklin Roosevelt and analyze the effects of his New Deal programs on 1930s America. 

 

Chapter 7: World War II, 1940-1945 (High School)  
Students will trace the actions of the United States from the period of isolationism to the final battles of World War II to the lasting impact the war had on United States and the world. 
The Seeds of War: Students will analyze the rise of fascist regimes in Europe and the efforts the United States made to remain neutral during the early years of World War II. Students will 
also examine the United States' emergence from isolationism up to and after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
The United States at War: Students will trace the early successes of Germany and Japan early in World War II. Students will also analyze the events that led to the Allied victory. 
The Impact of War: Students will evaluate the changes in American society during and after World War II as well as the impact the Holocaust had on the world. 



Chapter 1: Principles of US Government (High School) 
High School US Government/Civics 

Chapter 8: Postwar US, 1945-1960 (High School)  
Students will explain developments in the United States after World War II. Students will also examine the emergence of the Cold War and its effects on the United States both at home and 
abroad. 
The United States in the Postwar Era: Students will evaluate social changes in the United States including the economy, politics, family life, and popular culture. 
Cold War: Students will trace the Cold War from its early beginnings up to the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 

Chapter 9: American Evolution, 1945-1980 (High School)  
Students will examine and explain changes in the United States at home and abroad after World War II. 
New Frontiers: Students will describe and explain the events of the civil rights movement and Kennedy presidency. 
The United States in the 1960s: Students will discuss the role of the United States in world affairs and changes at home. 
United States Politics, 1974-1979: Students will interpret the changes in the political and social climate in the 1970s. 

 

Chapter 10: US: World Power, 1980-2007 (High School)  
Students will evaluate the role of the United States in the post-Cold War world. 
The Reagan Administration: Students will formulate and explain the rise of conservatism and the end of the Cold War. 
Lifestyles: Students will evaluate recent social changes in the United States, including the economy, politics, family life, and popular culture. 
The World of the 1990s: Students will examine recent historical evidence to draw conclusions about the US and the world during the late 20th century. 
The 21st Century: Students will analyze the early 21st century, discerning patterns that explain recent events and develop theories about future trends. 

 

Students will analyze the historical influences of political thinkers, events, and documents that influenced the founding fathers as they wrote the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution, and established a federalist system. 
The Ideals of Government: Students will trace the development of government, analyze political ideas and contributions of political thinkers that have shaped the US system of 
government, use proper terms to describe governments, and analyze principles that define democracy, American beliefs, and the workings of US government. 
Foundations of US Government: Students will trace the historical roots of US government through early influences and underlying principles of the Declaration of Independence, the 
Articles of Confederation, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 
The United States Constitution: Students will analyze debates and compromises in political decisions using historical documents, explain the role of the Federalist Papers and evaluate 
the Constitution and Bill of Rights 
Federalism: Students will describe the division of powers in federalism, analyze the key aspects of cooperative federalism in practice, and investigate conflicts between national and state 
government roles both past and present. 



Chapter 2: Institutions of US Government (High School)  
Students will evaluate each branch of the United States government and compare the branches. Students will analyze the role of each branch in the lives of United States citizens, both 
currently and historically. 
The Executive Branch: Students will examine and evaluate the executive branch and the relationship between it and the other branches of the United States government. Students will 
analyze the presidency both currently and historically. 
The Legislative Branch: Students will examine and evaluate the legislative branch and the relationship between it and the other branches of the United States government. Students will 
analyze the function and constitutional powers of the legislative branch. 
The Judicial Branch: Students will examine and evaluate the judicial branch and the relationship between it and the other branches of the United States government. Students will analyze 
the role of the Supreme Court, the process of law, and the rights of those accused. 

 

Chapter 3: Politics in the United States (High School)  
Students will evaluate the extent to which political parties, the media, and special interest groups influence politics and elections; describe the election process; and analyze the role of 
citizens and the government in preserving civil liberties. 
Political Parties: Students will examine the role of political parties in United States government including the development of political parties and the role they have played throughout 
American history. 
Democracy in Action: Students will examine the voting process in the United States. Students will examine voting behavior and how campaigns are managed and financed. 
The Electoral Process: Students will analyze the electoral process in the area of local, state, and national government. Students will analyze the electoral college and how it influences US 
political activities. Students will describe the traits of the electoral college that have led to disputed elections. 
The Media and Politics: Students will describe the role the media plays in US politics and the issues that arise from the influence that the press has on public opinions and ideas. 
Politics and Special Interest: Students will analyze the influence that special interest groups have had in American politics. Students will describe how public policy has been shaped by 
political action committees. 
Freedoms, Rights, and Issues in US Government: Students will evaluate the fundamental freedoms provided in the Bill of Rights and analyze the actions of the people and the 
government in defining and protecting those rights in constitutional history. 

 

Chapter 4: State and Local Governments (High School)  
Students will analyze the structure of state and local government, identify their sources of revenue and expenditures, evaluate the impact of government policies on the economy, and use 
data from charts, tables, and graphs to make generalizations. 
States Government: Students will analyze functions and the structure of state government, identify the sources of revenue and expenditures, and evaluate the consequences of a 
government policies. 
Local Government: Students will analyze the functions and structure of local government, investigate the different types of local government, and identify the sources of revenue and 
expenditures at the local level then evaluate the impact of local government policies on the economy and issues that residents face. 

 

Chapter 5: Comparative System (High School)  



Chapter 1: Introduction to Geography (High School) 
High School World Geography 

Students will trace the evolution of governments, discuss world political and economic global interdependence and compare US economic and government systems to those found in other 
countries. 
Comparative Political Systems: Students will trace the evolution of governments and US foreign policies as well as compare parliamentary and presidential governments to the US, 
identify the challenges to national sovereignty faced by countries, and discuss global interdependence. 
Comparative Economic Systems: Students will compare economic systems by investigating the growth of national economies, world trade, and types of economic systems while 
considering the role of governments, their influence on political relations, and interdependence in international economic affairs. 

 

Chapter 6: International Relations (High School)  
Students will evaluate the role of the US in international relations by investigating US foreign policy, the role of the United Nations, and issues of environmental interdependence among 
world nations 
International Relations: Students will trace US foreign policy and identify places of political significance to the US, explain the role of the United Nations and the US relationship with it, 
and analyze the reaction of governments to economic issues, scientific discoveries, and global interdependence. 

 

Students will examine the fundamentals of geography and how they apply to the study of the earth. The student will explore the importance of cartography and examine its use in 
geography. 
What is Geography?: Students will examine the fundamentals of geography and how they apply to the study of the earth. Students will explore the importance of cartography and examine 
its use in geography. 

 

Chapter 2: Physical Geography (High School)  
Students will analyze the physical processes that shape the Earth, the distribution of ecosystems on Earth’s surface, evaluate how physical systems affect human systems, and understand 
that people create regions to interpret earth’s complexity. 
Earth in the Universe: Students will evaluate the relationship of Earth with the other planets in the solar system, and what effect those relationships have on Earth. Students will examine 
solar energy and its relationship with Earth's system. 
Atmosphere and Climates: Students will analyze the physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth, including comparing the various levels of the atmosphere, examining Earth's 
climates, and accounting for the effect of water on the Earth's system. 
Landforms: Students will examine geographic landforms. The student will identify how geographic landforms affect human settlement and how changes to landforms affect the earth. 

 

Chapter 3: Human Geography (High School)  
Students will examine human geography and identify tools for characterizing and classifying cultures and regions. Students will identify and analyze economic responses to geography. 
Culture and Culture Regions: Students will examine aspects of culture and identify the relationship between culture and geography. Students will identify instances of human- 
environment interaction. 



Economic Geography: Students will examine the economic systems, use of resources, and effects of population as they pertain to geography. Students will analyze the issues arising 
from each. 

 

Chapter 4: Regions: North America (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of North America. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of North America. 
Mapping North America: Students will examine the economic systems, use of resources, and effects of population as they pertain to geography. Students will analyze the issues arising 
from each. 
Historical and Cultural Geography: North America: Students will examine the economic systems, use of resources, and effects of population as they pertain to geography. Students will 
analyze the issues arising from each. 

 

Chapter 5: Regions: Middle and South America (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of Middle and South America. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of Middle and 
South America. 
Mapping Middle and South America: Students will study and identify the political boundaries of Middle and South America. Students will examine all regions and subregions of Middle 
and South America. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. 
Historical and Cultural Geography: Middle and South America: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of Middle and South America and identify how they have 
shaped the region. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. 

 

Chapter 6: Regions: Europe (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of Europe. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of Europe. 
Mapping Europe: Students will study and identify the political boundaries of Europe. Students will examine all regions and subregions of Europe. Students will use special purpose maps 
to identify physical and human characteristics. 
Historical and Cultural Geography of Europe: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of Europe and identify how it has shaped the region. Students will use special 
purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped the rise of nation-states and regional conflict. 

 

Chapter 7: Regions: Southwest Asia and North Africa (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of Southwest Asia and Northern Africa. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of 
Southwest Asia and Northern Africa. 
Mapping Southwest Asia and Northern Africa: Students will study and identify the political boundaries of Southwest Asia and Northern Africa. Students will examine all regions and 
subregions of Southwest Asia and Northern Africa. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. 
Historical and Cultural Geography: Southwest Asia and North Africa: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of SW Asia and N Africa and identify how it has 
shaped the region. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped cultures and regional conflict. 

 

Chapter 8: Regions: Saharan and South Africa (High School)  



Chapter 1: What is World History (High School) 
High School World History 

Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of Saharan and Southern Africa. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of Saharan 
and Southern Africa. 
Mapping Saharan and Southern Africa: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of Saharan and S Africa and identify how it has shaped the region. Students will use 
special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped cultures and regional conflict. 
Historical and Cultural Geography: Saharan and South Africa: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of SW Asia and N Africa and identify how it has shaped the 
region. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped cultures and regional conflict. 

 

Chapter 9: Regions: East and Southeast Asia (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of East and Southeast Asia. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of East and 
Southeast Asia. 
Mapping East and Southeast Asia: Students will study and identify the political boundaries of East and Southeast Asia. Students will examine all regions and subregions of East and 
Southeast Asia. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. 
Historical and Cultural Geography: East and Southeast Asia: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of East and Southeast Asia and identify how it has shaped the 
region. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped cultures and regional conflict. 

 

Chapter 10: Regions: South Asia (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of South Asia. Students will identify all important geographic locations of the region of South Asia. 
Mapping South Asia: Students will study and identify the political boundaries of East and Southeast Asia. Students will examine all regions and subregions of East and Southeast Asia. 
Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. 
Historical and Cultural Geography of South Asia: Students will examine the historical and cultural geography of East and Southeast Asia and identify how it has shaped the region. 
Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped cultures and regional conflict. 

 

Chapter 11: Regions: South Pacific, Australia (High School)  
Students will examine the culture, history, and contemporary development of the South Pacific, Antarctica, and Australia. The student will identify all important geographic locations of the 
region of the South Pacific, Antarctica, and Australia. 
Mapping South Pacific and Australia: Students will study and identify the political boundaries of the South Pacific and Australia. Students will examine all regions and subregions of the 
South Pacific, Antarctica, and Australia. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. 
Historical and Cultural Geography: South Pacific, Australia: Students will describe the historical and cultural geography of S. Pacific, Antarctica, and Australia and identify how they 
shaped the region. Students will use special purpose maps to identify physical and human characteristics. Students will identify how geography shaped cultures and conflict. 

 

Students will analyze the importance of studying world history. Students will examine reasons why world history is relevant to their lives. 



Introduction to World History: Students will identify the basic concepts of world history, big history, world geography, periodization, and civilization. 
 

Chapter 2: Beginnings to 500 C.E. (High School)  
Students will examine the beginnings of civilization and the formation of the ancient world. Students will analyze the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, India, Greece, and 
Rome. 
Floodplain Civilizations: Students will evaluate the development of the floodplain civilizations found around the Nile, Tigris, Euphrates, and Yellow River valleys. Students will examine the 
social, political, and cultural formation of civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and South and East Asia. 
Classical Civilizations 1: Students will examine the development of the ancient classical civilizations. Students will trace the social, political, and cultural formation of classical China and 
India. 
Classical Civilizations 2: Students will examine the development of the ancient classical civilizations. Students will trace the social, political, and cultural formation of classical Greece and 
Rome. 
Further Development of Religions: Students will examine the further development of religions after the fall of the Roman Empire. Students will trace the origins and examine the 
messages of Christianity, Buddhism, and Islam. Students will analyze the diffusion of each religion. 

 

Chapter 3: 500-1450 (High School)  
Students will account for religious, political, economic, and cultural developments of global civilizations. Students will identify and compare the significance of each culture's effect on each 
other. 
Postclassical Era 1: Students will identify examples of religious influence in Asia, Africa, and Europe. Students will trace the spread of cultural, religious, and political ideology. Students 
will analyze and compare global civilizations and their effects on each other. 
Postclassical Era 2: Students will identify examples of religious influence in East Asia and Europe. Students will trace the spread of cultural, religious, and political ideology, including 
feudalism. Students will analyze and compare global civilizations and their effects on each other. 
Rise of Regional Empires: Students will trace the circumstances that led to the rise of regional empires. Students will identify and analyze how politics, economics, and social structures 
differed among regional empires. 
Early Modern Era: Students will identify and compare characteristics of major empires of the world. Students will assess and evaluate the necessary conditions that allow for great cultural 
transformations as well as the ultimate effects of cultural movements. 

 

Chapter 4: 1450-1750 (High School)  
Students will trace the Age of Exploration. Students will analyze interactions between worlds and assess the impact that civilizations have on each other. Students will evaluate the 
preconditions necessary for the growth of nations and empires. 
The West and the World: Students will trace the religious and political evolution of Europe prior to the Age of Exploration, analyze the importance of technology and ideology on 
exploration, explore the importance of the reformation to religious thought, and analyze factors necessary for the growth of empires. 
Latin America: Students will examine the impact of contact between global civilizations. Students will analyze the importance of trade between Europe and the Americas. Students will 
trace the internal transitions of Europe and the Americas after global contact. 
Economic Effects of Exploration: Students will examine the impact of contact between global civilizations. Students will analyze the importance of trade between Europe, Africa, and the 
Americas. Students will trace the internal transitions of Europe, Africa, and the Americas after global contact. 



Asia and the World: Students will assess the role that Asia had in a growing global community. Students will evaluate the importance of Asia as an impetus for exploration. Students will 
compare the political, social, and economic structures of Europe and Asia. 

 

Chapter 5: 1750-1914 (High School)  
Students will examine world developments from 1750-1914. Students will trace the Age of Revolutions to the rise of industrialism and imperialism to the coming of World War I. 
An Age of Revolution: Students will examine the Age of Revolutions from 1750-1848. Students will discuss the effects of the Industrial Revolution. 
Parallel Revolutions: Students will examine the Age of Revolutions from 1750-1848. Students will trace various revolutions throughout the world. Students will discuss the effects of the 
American Revolution and the parallel revolutions that followed. 
Industrialization and Imperialism 1: Students will compare industrialization in Russia and Japan, analyze effects of imperialism, nationalism, and socialism during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 
Industrialization and Imperialism 2: Students will compare experiences related to industrialization and imperialism in the U.S., Germany, Japan, and Mexico, and discuss Western 
imperialism in Southwest Asia and Africa. 
The Coming of War: Students will examine the importance that science and modernism had on the world in the early 20th century. Students will discuss the causes of World War I. 

 

Chapter 6: 1914-Present (High School)  
Students will trace the major events and identify key trends, themes, and people throughout the period. Students will evaluate current conditions from the perspective of historical themes. 
Revolution in Mexico: Students will evaluate the causes and effects of the 20th century Mexican Revolution. 
World War I: Students will compare and evaluate the revolutions of the 20th century. Students will describe the causes, effects, and major events of World War I. Students will evaluate the 
causes and effects of the Russian Revolutions. 
Between the Wars: Students will compare the political developments in Asia, Europe, Southwest Asia, and Africa in the interwar years. 
World in Upheaval: Students will identify the causes of World War II. Students will compare the political and economic developments in Europe, the United States, and Latin America. 
Students will analyze the rise to power of Hitler and Stalin. 
Coming of World War II: Students will evaluate the causes and effects of World War II in Asia. 
World War II: Students will describe the causes, effects, and major events of World War II. 
Postmodern Era 1: Students will analyze the effects of World War II, including the Holocaust, and trace the evolution of the Cold War. Students will assess the cultural and political 
transformations during the Cold War 
Postmodern Era 2: Students will describe changes in the geopolitical landscape as a result of World War II with particular attention to Southwest Asia and its relations with the West. 
The New Century: Students will trace the major global economic, cultural, and political developments in the 21st century. Students will evaluate the use of technology in warfare, culture, 
business, and science. Students will analyze the impact humans have had on the environment. 




