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Out in the neighborhood, Charlie finds 
things. He finds Margaret’s ball, and he finds 
Aunt Myrtle’s cat up in a tree. He finds Aunt 
Myrtle and his friend Steve looking at a big 
lemon pie. “Whose pie is it?” Aunt Myrtle wants 
to know. Charlie always tries to be helpful, so 
he sets off to find the owner of the mystery 
pie … but it doesn’t seem to belong to anyone. 
Fortunately, Aunt Myrtle knows just what to do.

At once contemplative and fun, this story 
illuminates the value of resourcefulness and 
community. 

MATT JAMES is a painter, author/illustrator 
and musician whose many highly acclaimed 
children’s books have won the Boston Globe–
Horn Book Award, the Governor General’s 
Literary Award, the Marilyn Baillie Picture 
Book Award and the New Mexico Book Award, 
among others. He wrote and illustrated The 
Funeral (Groundwood, 2018), which was named 
an Ezra Jack Keats Honor Book, an Elizabeth 
 Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian Picture Book Award 
finalist and a New York Times / New York Pub-
lic Library Best Illustrated Book for Children.

NICE TRY, CHARLIE! 
WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY MATT JAMES

A new picture book about friendship and community from Matt James, 
acclaimed author and illustrator of The Funeral.

Picture Book
8.75 × 12 • 48 pages and gatefold
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: community; helping out; 
curiosity; resourcefulness

ALSO BY MATT JAMES

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
ANZ, Chinese 
 Simplified, 
Dutch, Korean, 
Swedish
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I FOUND HOPE IN A CHERRY TREE
WRITTEN BY JEAN E. PENDZIWOL 
ILLUSTRATED BY NATHALIE DION

Jean E. Pendziwol’s newest picture book is a lyrical meditation on 
nature and hope.

The child in this story observes the sun by 
playing with her shadow, though sometimes it 
disappears. She listens to the wind tell stories, 
even when it howls like wolves. She tastes snow-
flakes — sometimes sweet and delicate; other 
times sharp on her cheeks. And finally, she finds 
hope in the buds on a cherry tree that survive 
through the winter to blossom in spring.

JEAN E. PENDZIWOL has published several 
highly acclaimed picture books, including Me 
and You and the Red Canoe, illustrated by Phil 
(Groundwood, 2017); and Once Upon a North-
ern Night, illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault 
(Groundwood, 2013), finalist for the Governor 
General’s Literary Award and the TD Canadian 
Children’s Literature Award. 

NATHALIE DION is a freelance illustrator based 
in Montreal. Her other books include The Big-
gest Puddle in the World by Mark Lee (Ground-
wood, 2019), What’s in Your Purse? by Abigail 
Samoun (Chronicle Books, 2014) and the Urban 
Babies Wear Black series by Michelle Sinclair 
Colman (Penguin Random House).

Picture Book
10.625 × 8.875 • 36 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: imagination; hope; solace in 
nature

ALSO BY JEAN E. PENDZIWOL

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS 
SOLD: UK 
Commonwealth, 
French,  German, 
Japanese, 
Korean,  Spanish 
Europe,  Swedish
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MAGGIE’S TREASURE
WRITTEN BY JON-ERIK LAPPANO
ILLUSTRATED BY KELLEN HATANAKA

When Maggie’s treasure collection grows too big to manage, she 
finds a creative solution.

Maggie finds treasure wherever she goes. 
Whether it’s a button, a feather or a shiny stone, 
she picks it up and takes it home. At first the neigh-
bors and city workers are grateful to Maggie for 
cleaning up; the mayor even gives her an award. 
But over time Maggie’s collection grows bigger and 
bigger, until it spills out of her house and garden in 
an unsightly mess. Her parents tell her “Enough 
treasure!” and eventually even Maggie realizes that 
something must be done. 

JON-ERIK LAPPANO’s debut picture book, 
Tokyo Digs a Garden (Groundwood, 2016), won the 
Governor General’s Literary Award, was a finalist 
for the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award 
and was praised by the New York Times as a “thing 
of beauty.”

KELLEN HATANAKA has created Work: An Occu-
pational ABC (Groundwood, 2014; an ALA Notable 
Children’s Book) and Drive: A Look at Roadside 
Opposites (Groundwood, 2015). He has also illus-
trated the highly acclaimed picture book Tokyo Digs 
a Garden (Groundwood, 2016).

Picture Book
8.375 × 11 • 40 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: collecting; reusing and 
repurposing; community

ALSO BY JON-ERIK LAPPANO 
AND KELLEN HATANAKA

RIGHTS HELD: 
World
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NIGHT WALK
WRITTEN BY SARA O’LEARY
ILLUSTRATED BY ELLIE ARSCOTT

A child explores her neighborhood on a late-night walk with her dad, 
finding delight and comfort.

When a little girl can’t sleep one night, her 
dad asks if she’d like to go for a walk. They tiptoe 
through the silent house and step out into the dark.

It’s strange and exciting to be out so late. 
Walking down the street, the girl can see inside the 
lit-up windows of apartment buildings and houses 
where people’s lives are unfolding. Kids are having 
a pillow fight in one house, while a family has gath-
ered for a festive meal in another. She and her dad 
reach the still-busy shopping area, walking past res-
taurants and enticing store windows, then stop for a 
tranquil moment in the park before returning home.

SARA O’LEARY’s highly acclaimed picture books 
include the award-winning series of Henry books 
(Simply Read Books) and This Is Sadie (Tundra Books, 
2015; adapted for the stage for New York City’s 
Children’s Theater), all illustrated by Julie Morstad. 

ELLIE ARSCOTT has painted scenic art for 
 Toronto’s Young People’s Theatre and the 
National  Ballet of Canada, and she has worked 
with the Toronto District School Board creating 
mural projects with schoolchildren.

Picture Book
8.25 × 10 • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: community; belonging;  
bedtime

ALSO BY SARA O’LEARY

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French/North 
America, 
Italian, Korean, 
Portuguese/ 
Brazil, Swedish
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THE OLD WOMAN
WRITTEN BY JOANNE SCHWARTZ 
ILLUSTRATED BY NAHID KAZEMI

A beautiful portrait of an old woman who lives contentedly 
with her dog, from award-winning author Joanne Schwartz and 
illustrator Nahid Kazemi.

An old woman shares her house with a scruffy 
old dog, her best friend. When they go for a walk, 
the old woman throws sticks for the dog. She loves 
hearing the autumn leaves under her feet and the 
wind in the trees. She looks up at a crow and imag-
ines what it might feel like to fly; she remembers 
playing outside as a child, never wanting to go in. 
Before returning home, the old woman marvels 
at a stunning harvest moon and, at the end of the 
story, looks forward to spending a new day with 
her friend.

JOANNE SCHWARTZ is the author of Town Is by 
the Sea, illustrated by Sydney Smith (Groundwood, 
2017), which won the TD Canadian Children’s 
Literature Award and the CILIP Kate Greenaway 
Medal, among many other honors. 

NAHID KAZEMI’s recent picture books include 
Over the Rooftops, Under the Moon by JonArno 
Lawson (Enchanted Lion, 2019) and I’m Glad That 
You’re Happy (Groundwood, 2018). Nahid has been 
nominated for the 2020 Astrid Lindgren Memorial 
Award.

Picture Book
8.125 × 11 • 36 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: aging; beauty in nature; 
friendship

ALSO BY JOANNE SCHWARTZ

RIGHTS 
HELD: 
World

RIGHTS 
SOLD: 
Audio, UK 
Common-
wealth, 

Chinese Simplified, Chinese  Complex, 
French, German, Italian,  Japanese, 
Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese
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THE THREE BROTHERS
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY  
MARIE-LOUISE GAY

A new picture book from Marie-Louise Gay about three siblings  
in search of wild animals in a changing climate.

Finn and his younger brothers, Leo and 
Ooley, love reading stories about animals living 
in forests, on mountains or in jungles. 

They set out on a snowy expedition to search 
for wild animals. In their grandfather’s time, 
the forest was full of animals — but today the 
forest is quiet. Where have the animals gone? 

This gentle adventure story about the effects 
of climate change ends on a hopeful note. 

MARIE-LOUISE GAY has been nominated twice 
for the prestigious Astrid Lindgren Memorial 
Award and the Hans Christian Andersen Award. 
She has won two Governor General’s Literary 
Awards and the Vicky Metcalf Award for Chil-
dren’s Literature, among other awards. Marie-
Louise’s very popular Stella and Sam series 
(Groundwood) has been translated into more 
than fifteen languages and is loved by children 
all over the world. Her recent Groundwood 
books include Mustafa (2018), finalist for the 
TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award, 
and Fern and Horn (2019). 

Picture Book
8 × 10.5 • 40 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: siblings; adventure; climate 
change

ALSO BY MARIE-LOUISE GAY

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS 
SOLD: French, 
 Portuguese/ 
Brazil, Turkish
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TWO DROPS OF BROWN IN  
A CLOUD OF WHITE
WRITTEN BY SAUMIYA BALASUBRAMANIAM 
ILLUSTRATED BY EVA CAMPBELL

A child helps her mother feel at home in a new country.

A little girl and her mother walk home from 
school on a snowy winter day. 

Ma misses the sun, warmth and colors of home, 
but her daughter sees magic in everything — the 
clouds in the winter sky, the “firework” display 
when she throws an armful of snow into the air, 
making snow angels and tasting snowflakes. And 
in the end, her joy is contagious. Home is where 
family is, after all.

SAUMIYA BALASUBRAMANIAM’s debut pic-
ture book, When I Found Grandma, illustrated 
by Qin Leng (Groundwood, 2019), was featured 
in the Globe and Mail and described by Publishers 
Weekly as a “subtle, heartfelt story.”

EVA CAMPBELL won the Children’s Africana 
Book Award for her illustrations in The Matatu 
by Eric Walters (Orca, 2016). She also illus-
trated Africville by Shauntay Grant (Ground-
wood, 2018), winner of the Marilyn Baillie 
Picture Book Award and the Lillian Shepherd 
Memorial Award for Excellence in Illustration, 
and a USBBY Outstanding International Chil-
dren’s Books selection.

Picture Book
8.75 × 10.75 • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: immigration; being a newcomer; 
adapting

ALSO BY SAUMIYA 
 BALASUBRAMANIAM

RIGHTS HELD: 
World
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THE BAD CHAIR
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY  
DASHA TOLSTIKOVA

A picture book about feeling left out and the power of friendship  
from the author and illustrator of A Year Without Mom. 

Every evening before brushing their 
teeth and getting ready for bed, Vivi and 
Monkey play the game: Monkey hides under a 
sheet, and Vivi pretends to look for him. Chair 
wishes more than anything that he could play, 
too. So one evening, Chair decides to make 
Monkey late for the game so that Vivi will 
look for Chair instead. But nothing goes quite 
according to plan! Vivi gets very worried and 
starts looking for Monkey, then rounds up the 
witnesses for questioning. Chair knows more 
than he lets on about Monkey’s whereabouts. 
If Vivi finds Monkey, will she still want to be 
friends with Chair?

DASHA TOLSTIKOVA is the author and illus-
trator of the graphic memoir A Year Without 
Mom (Groundwood, 2015), which was a Kirkus 
Best Middle-Grade Book of the Year, a USBBY 
Outstanding International Books selection, and 
which received four starred reviews. Dasha has 
illustrated several picture books, including The 
Jacket by Kirsten Hall (Enchanted Lion, 2014), 
a New York Times Notable Book. 

Picture Book
8.25 × 9.75 • 40 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: friendship; inclusion; 
acceptance; kindness

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY 
 DASHA TOLSTIKOVA

RIGHTS HELD: 
World
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CAVE PAINTINGS
WRITTEN BY JAIRO BUITRAGO 
ILLUSTRATED BY RAFAEL YOCKTENG 
TRANSLATED BY ELISA AMADO

A space adventure culminates in discovering art painted millennia 
earlier by a human being just like our hero. 

Our hero travels all alone on a spaceship 
through the universe, past galaxies, comets and 
planets, to go visit his grandmother on Earth 
for the summer holidays. Grandmother takes 
him to visit an ancient cave, where he discovers 
handprints and drawings of unknown animals 
made by human beings just like him. To top off 
his wonderful holiday she gives him mysterious 
objects that once belonged to his grandfather 
— paper and crayons. Jairo Buitrago and Rafael 
Yockteng bring us a story of a future where space 
travel is common, though knowledge of the past 
is still a secret treasure to be discovered. 

JAIRO BUITRAGO and RAFAEL YOCKTENG 
have collaborated on several highly acclaimed 
picture books from Groundwood, including 
Jimmy the Greatest! (2012, six starred reviews); 
Two White Rabbits (2015, three starred reviews); 
Walk with Me (2017, three starred reviews, final-
ist for the Kirkus Prize); On the Other Side of 
the Garden (2018, three starred reviews, USBBY 
Outstanding International Books) and Lion 
and Mouse (2019, School Library Journal’s Best 
Books of 2019). 

Picture Book
9.75 × 9.75 • 56 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: the future; exploration; space 
travel; grandparents

ALSO BY JAIRO BUITRAGO 
AND RAFAEL YOCKTENG

RIGHTS HELD: 
World
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VIOLET SHRINK
WRITTEN BY CHRISTINE BALDACCHINO
ILLUSTRATED BY CARMEN MOK

A young girl navigates social anxiety at family gatherings and 
works with her father to find a solution.

Violet Shrink doesn’t like parties. 
Lots of people and lots of noise make Violet’s 
tummy ache and her hands sweat. She would 
much rather read comics or listen to music on 
her own. The problem is that the whole Shrink 
family loves parties with music and games and 
dancing. So when Violet learns that the Shrink 
family reunion is fast approaching, she musters 
up the courage to have a talk with her dad. 

CHRISTINE BALDACCHINO’s first picture 
book, Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress 
(Groundwood, 2014), was a Stonewall Honor 
recipient, the winner of the CBC Bookie Award 
for Best Picture Book, and has reprinted nine 
times to date.

CARMEN MOK’s picture books include Waiting 
for Sophie by Sarah Ellis (Pajama Press, 2017) 
and Look at Me Now by Carol McDougall and 
Shanda LaRamee-Jones (Nimbus, 2015). She 
recently illustrated Grandmother’s Visit by Betty 
Quan (Groundwood, 2018), which was named 
an Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature 
Picture Book Honor Title.

Picture Book
8.25 × 9.875 • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Portuguese, Turkish

THEMES: celebrations; mental health; family

ALSO BY CHRISTINE 
 BALDACCHINO

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French, Korean, 
Portuguese/  
Europe,  Swedish, 
Turkish

 SPRING 2020
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PIRATE QUEEN 
A Story of Zheng Yi Sao

WRITTEN BY HELAINE BECKER 
ILLUSTRATED BY LIZ WONG

An inspiring story of Zheng Yi Sao, the real-life pirate queen who 
took control of her life — and the South China seas — in the early 
nineteenth century.  

The most powerful pirate in history was a woman 
who was born into poverty in Guangzhou, China, in the 
late 1700s. Over time, the pirate queen built a fleet of over 
1,800 ships and 70,000 men. On land and sea, Zheng Yi 
Sao’s power rivaled that of the emperor himself! Time 
and again, her ships triumphed over the emperor’s ships. 
When she was ready to retire, Zheng Yi Sao surrendered 
— on her own terms, of course. 

HELAINE BECKER’s recent works include Counting on 
Katherine, illustrated by Dow Phumiruk (Henry Holt, 
2018). Her books have been published internation-
ally in Australia and New Zealand, China, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Latin America, Russia, 
Thailand, Turkey and the United Kingdom. She is a two-
time recipient of the Lane Anderson Award and a winner 
of the Silver Birch Award and the Bank Street College of 
Education Cook Prize. 

LIZ WONG was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, where she 
spent her early childhood painting and clambering about 
in mango trees. Liz holds a BFA in art and a BA in anthro-
pology from the University of Washington. 

Picture Book
6.5 × 8.875 • 36 pages
Ages 6 to 9

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Audio

THEMES: women in history; 
pirates; nineteenth-century 
China
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WEEKEND DAD
WRITTEN BY NASEEM HRAB
ILLUSTRATED BY FRANK VIVA

A little boy spends the weekend at his dad’s new apartment in this 
picture book about how things change when parents separate — and 
the important things that stay the same.

“This home is home because my dad is 
here. And it’s nothing like home because my 
mom isn’t here,” thinks the boy in this story 
when he enters his dad’s new apartment for the 
first time. The boy and his dad follow their 
normal weekend routine — they eat eggs for 
breakfast, play cards and spend time at the 
park. It is hard to say goodbye at the end of 
the weekend, but Dad gives his son a letter to 
remind him that, even if they can’t always be 
together, the boy is loved.

NASEEM HRAB is a writer and storyteller. 
She is the author of Ira Crumb Makes a Pretty 
Good Friend (Owlkids, 2017) and Ira Crumb 
Feels the Feelings (Owlkids, 2018). Her comedy 
writing has appeared on McSweeney’s Internet 
Tendency and The Rumpus. 

FRANK VIVA is an award-winning illustrator 
whose first picture book, Along a Long Road 
(Little  Brown Books, 2011), was a finalist for 
the Governor General’s Literary Award and 
was named one of the New York Times’ Best 
Illustrated Children’s Books. 

Picture Book
6.5 × 9.25 • 36 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: divorce; family; change; 
unconditional love

A Junior Library  
Guild Selection!

 SPRING 2020
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HOLIDAY!
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY  
NATALIE NELSON

A funny, offbeat story about how disruptive change can be — even 
if it’s a holiday!

Early one morning, a strange visitor 
arrives — a visitor whose name is Holiday. 
“I’ll be taking over for you today!” Holiday 
tells Monday. But Monday is used to starting 
the week, and she’d like to keep it that way. 
When Holiday announces that he’d like to 
stay, Wednesday and Friday admit that they 
are a little worried, too. Meanwhile, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday are completely smitten by 
this exciting new day. Will Holiday stay or go?

Natalie Nelson’s story pokes fun at how 
set in our ways we can be, and how we might 
instead choose to be open to change and 
embrace the unexpected.

NATALIE NELSON’s illustrations have 
appeared in many publications, including the 
New York Times and the Washington Post. She is 
the illustrator of the acclaimed Groundwood 
picture books The King of the Birds by Acree 
Graham Macam (2016), Uncle Holland by 
 JonArno Lawson (2017) and A Storytelling of 
Ravens by Kyle Lukoff (2018). Holiday! is the 
first book she has written and illustrated. 

Picture Book
10 × 10 • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: humor; embracing change; 
vacation; days of the week

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY  
NATALIE NELSON

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
Chinese Complex

 SPRING 2020

GW_Rights_2020_09.indd   21 1/28/2020   3:42 PM



22

 FALL 2019

CROW STORIES TRILOGY
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY NANCY VO

THE RANGER
Navigating an indifferent and 
dangerous wilderness, a ranger and 
a fox form a special and unexpected 
friendship.

A ranger comes across a fox caught in a 
trap. The ranger frees the fox and tends to its 
wounds. The fox recovers and remains curi-
ously close to the ranger, and when unexpected 
twists occur, the fox ends up being the helper. 
The ranger asks the fox, “Does this make us 
even?” and almost immediately feels regret — 
keeping score has no place in friendship. And so 
the two continue their journey together.

Picture Book
8.25 × 8.625 • 36 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Audio, German

THEMES: companionship; giving openly; 
exploration
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THE OUTLAW
A small town lives in terror of the 
Outlaw, but one day, he disappears — 
and a mysterious stranger rides into 
town …

In this spare and powerful story set in the 
Old West, people in a small town live in con-
stant worry of another visit from the Outlaw. 
Then the Outlaw suddenly and mysteriously 
disappears. Time passes, and one day a stranger 
rides into town. He takes it upon himself to fix 
everything that is in disrepair — the clapboard 
schoolhouse, the train station platform. He 
even builds a horse trough. But when someone 
recognizes him as the Outlaw, the crowd turns 
on him. It takes the courage of a small boy to 
change the course of events …

NANCY VO was born on the prairies and 
ranged out to the West Coast. She is the 
author and illustrator of The Outlaw and now 
The Ranger, the first two books in the Crow 
Stories trilogy.

Picture Book
8.25 × 8.625 • 36 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Audio, German

THEMES: Old West; redemption; giving

 SPRING 2018
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SLEEPING WITH THE LIGHT ON
WRITTEN BY DAVID UNGER
ILLUSTRATED BY CARLOS VÉLEZ AGUILERA

Life in Guatemala is simple for Davico … until the soldiers invade, and 
the blackouts begin.

Davico lives with his family on the second floor 
of La Casita — the Little House — in Guatemala City 
in the 1950s. But it’s not just a little house — it’s also a 
restaurant! Davico and his brother Felipe love to spend 
time playing in the restaurant kitchen watching the lob-
ster they’ve named Genghis Khan crawl around its glass 
tank. But one day, Davico hears shooting in the streets. 
There are blackouts every evening, and people stop com-
ing to the restaurant. Finally, Davico’s parents tell him 
that it’s time to leave for the United States of America, 
where no one speaks Spanish and everything is different.

DAVID UNGER is an award-winning translator and 
author born in Guatemala. His work has been trans-
lated into Italian, Spanish and Chinese. In 2014 he was 
awarded Guatemala’s highest literary prize, El Premio 
Nacional de Literatura Miguel Ángel Asturias, for life-
time achievement. David is the US rep for the Guadala-
jara International Book Fair.

CARLOS VÉLEZ AGUILERA has illustrated more than 
twenty books for children and is the author-illustrator of 
the innovative graphic novel Salón Destino. He has been 
recognized with two illustration awards in the catalogue 
for the International Children’s and Youth Book Fair in 
Mexico. Carlos lives in Mexico City.

Chapter Book
5 × 7.5 • 64 pages
Ages 6 to 9

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: Guatemala; 
immigration and emigration; 
civil war

Sleeping with 
the Light On

written by 
David Unger

illustrated by 
Carlos Vélez 
Aguilera
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Fiction

EXCERPT

Across from the stove, there is a big glass tank filled with lobsters. They are speckled 
creatures with long antennas and lots of warts on their legs. They all have funny names like 
Don Quixote, Superman, Hannibal, King Arthur and Genghis Khan ...

I can spend hours and hours watching the lobsters moving slowly along the bottom of the 
tank. They are as ugly as giant iguanas, except they live underwater.

When I press my face against the glass, I am sure they know I am there. Yet they never react.
Only Genghis Khan comes up to my face. He stares at me through his small round eyes. 

He never blinks.
He is definitely the king. He climbs on the backs of the other lobsters and sticks his anten-

nas all the way out of the water. It’s as if he’s using them to breathe. Maybe his antennas are 
like submarine periscopes. 

What is he looking for? Maybe he is using them to try to find me.
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THE STRAY AND THE STRANGERS
WRITTEN BY STEVEN HEIGHTON
ILLUSTRATED BY MELISSA IWAI

A stray dog befriends an orphan boy in a refugee camp on a Greek 
island. Based on a true story.

Kanella is a scrawny, nervous stray — easily intimi-
dated by the harbor cats and the other dogs that compete 
for handouts on the pier. 

One spring day a dinghy filled with wet, worried 
strangers comes to shore. Other boats follow, laden 
with refugees who are homeless, hungry and desperate. 
Kanella grows healthy and confident. She has a job now 
— to keep watch over the people in her camp. 

The camp is eventually dismantled, and Kanella finds 
herself homeless again. Until one night, Kanella is on a 
journey, too, to a new home of her own.

STEVEN HEIGHTON is an award-winning author of 
poetry, novels and short stories. His work has been trans-
lated into ten languages, and his most recent novel, The 
Nightingale Won’t Let You Sleep (Penguin Random House, 
2017), described as a literary thriller, was published to 
rave reviews. His most recent volume of poetry, The 
Waking Comes Late (House of Anansi, 2016), won the 
Governor General’s Award for Poetry. 

MELISSA IWAI is an author and illustrator. She has 
illustrated over thirty books, including Thirty Minutes 
Over Oregon, written by Marc Tyler Nobleman (Clarion 
Books, 2018), an Orbis Pictus Honor Book for Outstand-
ing Nonfiction 2019.

Chapter Book
5 × 7.5 • 96 pages
Ages 6 to 9

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: emigration and 
immigration; refugees; 
homelessness
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 FALL 2020  FALL 2020

NO VACANCY
WRITTEN BY TZIPORAH COHEN

With the help of her Catholic friend, an eleven-year-old Jewish girl creates 
a provocative local tourist attraction to save her family’s failing motel.

Buying and moving into the run-down Jewel Motor 
Inn in upstate New York wasn’t eleven-year-old Miriam 
Brockman’s dream, but at least it’s an adventure. She soon  
befriends Kate, whose grandmother owns the diner next 
door.

When it becomes clear that only a miracle is going 
to save the Jewel from bankruptcy, Jewish Miriam and 
Catholic Kate decide to create a surprising tourist attrac-
tion — and it works!

In the end, a shocking incident of anti-Semitism 
threatens Miriam’s new home as well as the growing 
friendships within the Jewel’s diverse community. And 
unless Miriam finds a way to resolve all the hurt and fear, 
the No Vacancy sign will come down for good, and she 
will lose the life she’s worked so hard to build.

TZIPORAH (TZIPPY) COHEN graduated from Harvard 
Medical School, and then received an MFA in Writing 
for Children and Young Adults from Vermont College 
of Fine Arts. She now splits her time between writing 
and working as an oncology/palliative care psychiatrist.

Middle-Grade Fiction
5 × 7.5 • 160 pages 
Ages 9 to 12

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: Judaism; Catholicism; 
miracle; hate crimes
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 FALL 2020

WAR AT THE SNOW WHITE MOTEL  
AND OTHER STORIES
WRITTEN BY TIM WYNNE-JONES

An insightful and funny new collection of short stories from award- 
winning author Tim Wynne-Jones.

Rex and his family are vacationing in Vermont. A 
thoughtless act launches Rex into war with an older 
teenager at their motel, but a much bigger conflict — 
the Vietnam War — looms large on the horizon. Ant 
wants to join the #FridaysForFuture movement — and 
impressing the new girl at school is only one good reason 
why. Robin has to battle her anxiety when her great-
grandfather sends her in search of an old stuffed toy with 
a storied past. Walker is home for the summer, in time 
to help his little sister expose a local company’s dubious 
environmental practices.

This new collection features six brand-new stories 
and three that have been previously published. 

TIM WYNNE-JONES is one of Canada’s foremost writers 
for children. The author of over thirty-five books, he is 
a two-time winner of the Governor General’s Award, as 
well as a two-time winner of the Boston Globe–Horn 
Book Award and of the Arthur Ellis Award. Recently, he 
wrote the young-adult novel The Starlight Claim (Candle-
wick Press, 2019). Tim is also the recipient of the Edgar 
Award and the Vicky Metcalf Award for Literature for 
Young People. In 2012, he was made an Officer of the 
Order of Canada.

Middle-Grade Fiction
5 × 7.5 • 248 pages
Ages 9 to 12

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Turkish

THEMES: short fiction; climate 
change; activism; coming of age

 SPRING 2020
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 FALL 2020  FALL 2020

THE GREATS
WRITTEN BY DEBORAH ELLIS

With the unexpected help of a giant prehistoric sloth, ghostly 
grandfathers return to help a suicidal teenager.

Winning a national high-school geography com-
petition should be the high point of Jomon’s life. So why 
does he heave his hard-won medal through the front 
window of a liquor store?  

Arrested by police and detained in a jail cell, Jomon is 
jolted out of his suicidal thoughts by the sudden appear-
ance of another teenaged boy — who claims to be his 
great-great-grandfather . . .

Meanwhile, across town, a life-sized exhibit of a giant 
prehistoric sloth disappears overnight to come to Jomon’s 
aid in a wondrous fashion.

Deborah Ellis comes at the timely and difficult issue 
of child suicide with restraint, compassion, freshness and 
humor in this fable-like story.

DEBORAH ELLIS is a Member of the Order of Canada. 
She has won the Governor General’s Award, the Univer-
sity of California’s Middle East Book Award, Sweden’s 
Peter Pan Prize and the Jane Addams Children’s Book 
Award. She is best known for her Breadwinner series, 
which has been published in twenty-five languages, has 
sold more than 2.5 million copies worldwide and was 
adapted as an Oscar®-nominated animated feature film.

Young-Adult Fiction
5.5 × 8.5 • 184 pages
Ages 12 and up

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: juvenile delinquency; 
child suicide; magical realism
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 FALL 2020

OPERATIC
WRITTEN BY KYO MACLEAR
ILLUSTRATED BY BYRON EGGENSCHWILER

A story of friendship, first crushes, opera and the high drama of  
middle school.

It’s almost the end of middle school, and Charlie 
has to find her perfect song for a music class assignment. 
But it’s hard to concentrate when she can’t stop notic-
ing her classmate Emile, or wondering about Luka, who 
hasn’t been to school in weeks. Then, Charlie discovers 
the music of opera singer Maria Callas. Charlie admires 
her passion for singing and her ability to express herself 
fully through her music. Can Charlie follow the example 
of the ultimate diva, Maria Callas, when it comes to her 
own life?

KYO MACLEAR is a beloved author whose recent chil-
dren’s books include Bloom, illustrated by Julie Morstad 
(Tundra, 2018); Yak and Dove, illustrated by Esmé Shapiro 
(Tundra, 2017); and The Liszts, illustrated by Júlia Sardà 
(Tundra, 2016). 
 

BYRON EGGENSCHWILER is an award-winning illus-
trator whose many clients include the New York Times; 
the Wall Street Journal; GQ; O, The Oprah Magazine; and 
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. He also illus-
trated Coyote Tales by Thomas King (Groundwood, 2017). 

6.5 × 9 • 160 pages
Ages 10 to 14

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, Italian

THEMES: friendship; first 
crushes; musical inspiration; 
identity; acceptance; LGBTQ 
experiences

 SPRING 2019
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 FALL 2020

SKIM
MARIKO TAMAKI AND 
JILLIAN TAMAKI 

Teen life in all its dramatic complexities is explored in this touching, 
pitch-perfect, literary graphic masterpiece. 

6.75 × 10 • 144 pages • Ages 14 and up 
Rights Held: World • Rights Sold: UK Commonwealth, French, German, 
Italian, Swedish

A YEAR WITHOUT MOM
DASHA TOLSTIKOVA 

This stunning graphic-novel debut follows twelve-year-old Dasha 
through a year full of turmoil after her mother leaves for America.  

6.5 × 8.5 • 168 pages • Ages 10 to 14  
Rights Held: World • Rights Sold: Chinese Complex, Korean, Swedish

 

THE BREADWINNER 
A GRAPHIC NOVEL
Based on the original book by DEBORAH ELLIS 
Adapted from the feature film directed by NORA TWOMEY

A beautiful graphic-novel adaptation of the Oscar®-nominated ani-
mated film The Breadwinner (Best Animated Feature).

6.875 × 10.0625 • 80 pages • Ages 10 to 14 
Rights Held: World • Rights Sold: UK Commonwealth, ANZ, Arabic, French/
Europe, French/North America, Italian, Spanish/Mexico and Latin America

Graphic Novels
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Groundwood Books is represented by agents  
in the following territories:

GERMANY

Fiction works only, Paul & Peter Fritz Agency
Antonia Fritz | afritz@fritzagency.com

SPAIN, PORTUGAL, LATIN AMERICA AND BRAZIL

Fiction works only, Casanovas & Lynch Literary Agency
Marina Penalva Halpin | marina@casanovaslynch.com

CHINA

Complex Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Cynthia Chang | cynthia@bardonchinese.com

Simplifi d Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Jianmei Wang | jianmei@bardonchinese.com 
Shirley Vivi | shirley.vivi@bardonchinese.com 

JAPAN

Japan Uni Agency, Inc., Maiko Fujinaga | maiko.fujinaga@japanuni.co.jp
Takeshi Oyama | takeshi.oyama@japanuni.co.jp

KOREA

Choicemaker Korea, Ha Young Choi | young@thechoicemaker.com

TURKEY

AnatoliaLit Agency, Dilek Akedemir | dilek@anatolialit.com
Cansu Akkoyun | c.akkoyun@anatolialit.com

For other territories inquire directly to

Sonya Lalli, Rights Manager | slalli@groundwoodbooks.com
Erica Mojzes, Rights Associate | emojzes@groundwoodbooks.com 
Mariana Linares, International Sales & Rights Assistant | mariana@anansi.ca

For more information about Groundwood Books, visit groundwoodbooks.com.

Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press
128 Sterling Road, Lower Level, Toronto, Ontario M6R 2B7
Tel: 416-363-4343  Fax: 416-363-1017
groundwoodbooks.com
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FOR RIGHTS INQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT: 

SONYA LALLI 
Rights Manager 
slalli@groundwoodbooks.com 

ERICA MOJZES 
Rights Associate 
emojzes@groundwoodbooks.com

MARIANA LINARES 
International Sales & Rights Assistant 
mariana@groundwoodbooks.com

FOR ACQUISITIONS PLEASE CONTACT:

SEMAREH AL-HILLAL 
Publisher 
semareh@groundwoodbooks.com

NAN FROMAN 
Editorial Director 
nfroman@groundwoodbooks.com

With the participation of the Government of Canada
Avec la participation du gouvernement du Canada an Ontario government agency

un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

We gratefully acknowledge for their financial support of our publishing program  
the Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts Council, Ontario Creates and  
the Government of Canada through the Canada Book Fund.

Groundwood Books respectfully acknowledges that the land on which we operate is  
the traditional territory of many nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit,  
the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples.

Cover illustration by Nathalie Dion
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A TRIO OF TOLERABLE TALES
WRITTEN BY MARGARET ATWOOD
ILLUSTRATED BY DUŠAN PETRICIC

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, Italian, Turkish
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