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WAVING her kaleidoscop-
ic wand, Project Run-
way darling Kahindo 
Mateene showcased 
her collection, titled 

“Colours of Goma” at this year’s AFI Cape 
Town Fashion Week.

Vibrant yellows, reds, oranges, blues 
and greens  came together in a collection 
paying homage to her home country, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The US-based designer, a familiar 
face on the hit TV show Project Runway, 
was in town to present her collection 
alongside some of Africa’s best designers. 
Mateene is also the founder of Kahindo 
– a women’s ready-to-wear design label 
based in New York City.

Showcasing the brand’s signature 
vibrant prints and bold colours in state-
ment pieces for the progressive woman, 
the “Colours of Goma” collection com-
prised stylish bell-bottom pants with 
front slits, kimonos, tailored suits, and 
wide-arm shirts in bold patterns. 

In line with this year’s theme for AFI 
Cape Town Fashion Week, #IAMAFRI-
CA, Mateene’s collection was inspired by 
her childhood memories of growing up 
in Goma.

“It has been 24 years and my soul 
yearns for Goma. This collection is about 
evoking the colours of home. Before the 
war, the volcanic eruption, the refugees, 
Goma was blue skies over a tranquil Lake 
Kivu, cows grazing on the lush green 
farms of Masis,” said Mateene. 

Born in Uganda to Congolese par-
ents, Mateene was exposed to different 
cultures at an early age. Her multicul-
tural experiences are reflected in her 
designs. In 2009, she founded her 
brand with the aim of creating a 
line that infused the nostalgia and 
modernity of the two cultures of 
her upbringing – Congolese and 
American.

She then completed the Chicago 
Fashion Incubator at Macy’s 
Residence Program in 2011. 
In 2013, Mateene landed 
a spot as one of 16 con-
testants on Season 12 
of the Emmy- nom-
inated show Pro-
ject Runway.

“I see fashion 
as a vehicle 
for conveying 
cultural per-
spective and 
influencing 
societal norms 
and beliefs. I believe  
when you empower 
women, you empower a 
whole society and as a 
former Project Runway 
contestant in the US, I 
hope to be involved in the 
South African version,” 
she said.

Although Mateene’s 
pieces have been seen 
at New York Fashion 
Week, AFI Mer-
cedes-Benz Fashion 

Week Johannesburg, Kinshasa 
Fashion Week in the DRC, Tribal 
Chic in Kenya, Lagos Fashion 
Week in Nigeria and HUB Fash-
ion Week in Ethiopia, showcasing 
for the first time in Cape Town was 

a big deal for her. 
“I was able to build relation-

ships with fashion editors, 
celebrities and stylists and 
start establishing my brand 
in South Africa. I loved the 

work of other designers 
who were showcasing, 
especially Adele Dejak,” 
said Mateene. 

She is keen to 
return to SA and 
expanding her brand 

in Africa.
 “Cape Town was the 

first step. Nigeria, DRC, 
Kenya and Mozam-
bique are in my future. 
I am also in talks with  
stockists interested in 
my pieces in SA. 

“I  look forward to 
showcasing in Joburg 
with AFI later this 
year,” she said. 

Check out Insta-
gram @kahindo_nyc 
for more of Mateene’s 
latest collection. 

Mateene: from Project Runway to AFI Fashion 
Week, writes Thobile Mazibuko

ABOVE: Dusty purple sheer 
dress 
ABOVE RIGHT: Colourful 
dress with patterns

LEFT: Stylish kimono. 

PICTURES: AFI

Yellow mini dress with puffed arms. 

ABOVE: Dusty purple suit by 
Kahindo. 
BELOW: Black jumpsuit with 
collar. 

Colours of Goma light up 
Cape Town fashion week

ZOLA Msizi, 24, is a stylist, model, 
aspiring actor and a Face of 
C-squared, a SA luxurious menswear 
clothing brand. Jane Folodi chats 
to the Veuve Clicquot Masters Polo 
(VCMatersPolo) 2018 best dressed 
man winner. 

What does style mean to you? 
I define myself  by what I wear, 

I want to challenge the stereotype 
of  how sometimes black people are 
seen and portrayed in mainstream 
media. Every time you watch a 
movie a black person is portrayed 
as a criminal, thug, drug dealer/ 
addict. Looking good is already a 
step forward. 

Where do you get your style 
inspiration from? 

Growing up, I was always mes-
merised by TV shows that depict 
high lifestyle/ fashion, glamour 
and art. I always wanted to be a 
threaded man and having fun with 
mixing different textiles. This really 
influenced my thinking, as I grew 
up, I started learning more about 
fashion, I always looked up to both 
local and international fashion 
trailblazers such as Tommy Hilfiger, 
Giorgio Armani, Jenny Vuitton and 
Louis Vuitton and it just opened my 
mind to a whole different world.

Take us through your wardrobe. 
What are some of the most basic 
accessories that you always 
incorporate in your look? 

Every person should have a sig-
nature style that represents them 

everywhere. I am not saying that 
one should stick to one style of  
clothing but find a signature piece 
that you love and always incorpor-
ate it in all your looks. 

My signature piece is a watch, 
it’s the finishing touch that works 
for every occasion and outfit, from 
street wear, formal or sports wear.
It’s amazing how a small gadget 
like a watch can change your whole 
outfit and give you character as a 
man especially in the 21st century. 

Also, when wearing a suit; suits 
are made to make you look good, 
the focus should be on you and not 
the suit.

Which animal’s personality best 
reflects your style? 

(Laughs) A rhino. Normally you 
would expect a person to say a lion, 
an elephant. But, the reason why I 
say a rhino is that I have been told 
by those who know me well that I 
am a humble human being. I love 
picking people’s brains and learn-
ing from them. What I take from 
rhinos is that they are giant and 
statured animals but are humble at 
heart and they mind their business, 
just like me. 

What’s your take on the current 
fashion scene? 

I love how men are starting to 
look after themselves, both their 

physique and how they dress in 
general. They are now more into 
afro-dadaism and dapper wear style 
of  dressing. 

 Fashion is now moving to slim 
fit clothing for men and consumers 
are now starting to become more 
aware of  what they are wearing. 
Hence there is a growing number 
of  initiatives such as sustainable 
fashion and environmentally con-
scious clothing.

Creatives from all over the world 
are now having fun with styling 
clothes, they are breaking all the 
stereotypes. 

How can parents support 

children who have dreams of 
entering the fashion industry?
I really appreciate young people 
who look out for each other. I really 
fought to the nail to get to where I 
am today. I didn’t have connections, 
the only support I received was 
from friends and family. I am more 
than happy to avail my time, skills 
expertise and connections to help. 
Parents should encourage their 
children to pursue what they love 
and to never fear being who they 
really want to become. 

What are some of the 
misconceptions that society has 
about stylists and does it have 

an element of truth? 
The common misconception is 

that clients tend to assume that styl-
ists bring them clothes and they 
give you the clothes. But the truth is 
that, as a stylist, my job is to make 
you look good. 

Is there any project that you’re 
currently working on? 

I have started broadening my 
styling career not only to males but I 
now also style females. In this field, 
it’s important that you become ver-
satile and always know the ins and 
outs so that you survive and evolve 
with the times. 

It’s quite challenging to style 
females because most females have 
a specific style that they want to 
stick with. It’s very difficult to con-
vince them to change their style or 
even add a few items to pronounce/
translate it more. 

 How can potential clients get in 
touch with you? 

I am available on digital plat-
forms. Zola Msizi Styling (Face-
book)/ Instagram: Zola_msizi email: 
zolamsizi@live.com
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Zola speaks style and versatility
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