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LEISURE 
A twist on luxury African fashion from Kahindo
Aneesa Adams
aneesa.adams@caxton.co.za

As pioneers in luxury African 
fashion on a global stage, 
African Fashion International 
(AFI) was established to propel 
and restore refined African 
fashion brands. 
   The much-anticipated 
AFI showcase portrays the 
designer’s understanding of 
quality and craftsmanship. 
    This year was no different – 
the Sandton Convention Centre 
was a haven of beautiful pieces.

We caught up with international 
designer Kahindo Mateene from 
Kahindo. 

She showcased her spring/
summer 20 (SS20) collection in 
Sandton and it was incredible. 

African-born, her inspirations 
often stem from her roots.

Kahindo celebrated its 10th 
anniversary this year and as an 
ode to its humble beginnings, 
Mateene incorporated its 
original style in her collection.

“I took it back with this 
collection, I really wanted to 
bring it back to that whole 
African print thing but in a 
different way.

“I designed and developed my 
own prints. I teamed up with a 
Nigerian fine artist whose work 
is incredible. So I took on one 
of his paintings and turned it 
into a print in my collection.

“It’s going to be quite bold 
and colourful – similar to what I 
did when I initially started. The 
silhouettes were very modern 
and flowing and can transition 
smoothly.” 

Not just stylish and elegant, 
Mateene also holds two degrees.

“I studied international 
business and economics because  
my father was a diplomat so if I 
had told him I wanted to study 

fashion he would have looked at 
me like I was crazy.

“It wasn’t a favourable 
choice then. Later on, after 
university when I was working 
in marketing, I realised that I 
always loved fashion, people 
always complimented my funky 
fashion sense.

“That’s when I knew I wanted 
to be a fashion designer and I 
always wanted to have my own 
brand.

“ So I went back to school 
and got a fashion design degree 
and, yeah, here we are.” 

Having been so long in the 
game, Mateene is a seasoned 
professional. 

Her advice to aspiring 
designers is to always take it 
back to basics, “Incorporate old 
pieces into the new, always stick 
to your original design DNA.”

When asked what she likes  
most about Sandton she said  
definitely the rainbow nation. 

“There’s so much joy 
just being here, it’s very 
metropolitan and I really 
enjoy the diversity in Sandton 
especially because I am from 
New York.

“People think South Africa 
isn’t diverse so it’s really good 
to be here and see all these 
different people and different 
cultures for myself.

“We are all Africans so it’s 
really nice to be around that.” 

Kahindo Mateene looks pretty 
in one of her own designs at her 
hotel in Sandton City. 
Photo: Aneesa Adams

The colourful Kahindo SS20 collection at this year’s AFI Joburg Fashion Week 
Photo: Supplied/ AFI

Ready?
The future is exciting.
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Shop at Vodacom World�RQ�WKHVH�VSHFL��F�GD\V�DQG�
stand a chance to win some amazing prizes.

Excludes promo items. Limited to 2 items for each customer. While stocks last. For full terms and conditions, visit vodacom.co.za

30 654321

7 1312111098

14 201918171615

21 272625242322

28 321313029

4 65

25% off 

Accessories 

What’s in the box?

Data Give Away

25 % Off 

Any Huawei P20

Range

25GB25GB 25GB25GB 25GB25GB

25GB25GB 25GB25GB25GB25GB

25GB25GB 25GB25GB 25GB25GB

Sassa
Pensioners

Discount

Sassa 
Discount

Fitbit
Surprise 

& Delight

-
Surprise 

& Delight

Surprise 

& Delight

Galaxy Watch

? ? ? ?

Sassa 
Discount

-
Surprise 

& Delight? ? ? ?

25% off 

Wearables

Week

25% off 

Wearables

Week

Sassa
Pensioners 

Discount
Apple 

Watch

Apple 

Watch
Fitbit

Enjoy a Live 
Broadcast with 
947’s DJ Fresh 

and Anele  

Enjoy a Live 
Broadcast with 
947’s DJ Fresh 

and Anele  

Huawei 

Watch

Huawei 

Watch

Surprise 

& Delight
Galaxy Watch

Surprise 

& Delight
Data Give Away

Week

Data Give Away

Week

25% off 

Accessories 

What’s in the box?

25% off Gaming & 

Kids Products

V-Home
Bag Tracker

Ring 
Doorbell

Hisense 
Smartphone

Smart lock Drone
Surprise 

& Delight

V-Home
Bag Tracker

Ring 
Doorbell

Hisense 
Smartphone

Smart lock Drone
Surprise 

& Delight

25% off Gaming & 

Kids Products

Data Give Away

25 % Off 

Any Huawei P20

Range

??

P30 Pro 
Smartphone

-
Samsung 
S Series 

Smartphone

Samsung 

Galaxy Note10 

Smartphone

P30 Pro 
Smartphone 

-
Samsung 
S Series 

Smartphone

Samsung 

Galaxy Note10 

Smartphone

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SundayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SundayPrizesPrizes SaturdaySaturday

Guess the PrizeGuess the PrizeGuess the PrizeGuess the Prize Guess the PrizeGuess the Prize Guess the PrizeGuess the Prize
Guess the PrizeGuess the Prize

Kids

Watch

Kids 

Watch

Mammogram 
Team – Breast 

Cancer Awareness

Mammogram 
Team – Breast 

Cancer Awareness


