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With adoration & appreciation of all educators,

Dear Educators,

Thank you for your interest and support of “The Little Green Jacket”. I wrote 
this story to showcase the power and magic of giving. Hand-me-downs were a 
big part of my childhood, especially growing up with little means. Opening a 
garbage bag full of clothes from bigger cousins felt like Christmas morning. 

I carried this into my children’s lives even though they lived a much more 
privileged life. I have always donated used clothing and more. “One person’s 
trash is truly another’s treasure.”

In the story you will see the jacket travel up and down different economic 
statuses. I wanted to break the paradigm that used goods only matter to 
the poor. Recycling is big part of our culture not only in protecting the 
environment but sharing abundance as a society. There are many layers to 
the story with hidden messages. It is a wonderful teaching resource. 

What is your jacket’s story? 



Session 1

Setting the Purpose: The ‘WHY’ of reading.
“Today, we have a special story about an inanimate object – that means 
the story is about something that is not alive. Say ‘inanimate’ with me. 
(Inanimate) The inanimate object in this story is a jacket, and the name 
of the story is The Little Green Jacket. Come along with me on this 
jacket’s journey as it shows us how recycling can help save the planet and 
how helping others makes the world a better place. We’ll also learn about 
adverbs, or words that describe action words.” 

So, here’s what we will learn:
 
Our social/emotional goal – why it is important to recycle to help 
others, save the planet, and help others. 

Our reading/writing goal – improve vocabulary and understand the 
power of using adverbs in our speech and/or writing. For older students, 
create a compare/contrast piece of writing.
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For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2):

Sharing necessary background knowledge.

Because the main character is inanimate, it may be confusing  
for children to understand that a jacket is ‘talking’ to tell this story.

To help with this, prepare the following:

Create a stick figure of the Little Green Jacket and tape it onto a large 
Popsicle stick. As you read aloud, tell children that you will hold up the 
jacket to let them know who is speaking. 

Or, have children create their own Little Green Jacket Popsicle sticks, with 
your guidance. When the jacket ‘talks’, ask the children to hold up their 
Popsicle jackets to show who is talking. When other characters speak, the 
jackets should be in their laps.
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PUPPET: Using a puppet signifies when the little green jacket is 
speaking in the story. This helps separate the dialogue and differentiate 
the jacket’s voice.



For older children (approximately Grades 3+):   

Social Studies goal (Venn Diagram): 
The jacket will travel to different parts of the world, a great opportunity to have 
children explore the differences and similarities between urban, suburban, and 
rural areas as they discover the importance of recycling and helping others and 
the environment.

In this story, we meet people from all over the world. (Show students a 
globe or map, focusing first on the USA, then beyond.) Include areas 
that are considered urban, suburban, and rural as you talk through these 
words. You can google pictures of these areas to show students what they look 
like, too. 

Sometimes, the jacket travels to urban areas. Urban areas are cities or towns 
that are densely populated; they have many people living there. Others live in 
the suburbs, or areas that are close to a city, but have fewer people living there. 

Lastly, the jacket will travel to rural areas; these are areas that have fewer 
people living there. 

Using the Venn Diagram, label each of the circles with ‘urban’, 
‘suburban’, and ‘rural’. We will learn more about the needs of people in 
each of these areas and how recycling helps them all improve the planet.
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Pre-teach Vocabulary.

Recycle is the word that may be unfamiliar to children. It centers on the reason to 
read this text, so teach its meaning before you read.

Before you read, say these things about the word ‘recycle’:
The word ‘recycle’ has two meaningful parts – ‘re’ and ‘cycle’. ‘Re’ 
means ‘again’. ‘Cycle’ means something that goes around, like a bicycle 
that has round tires. Cycle can also mean that things happen over and 
over again…. In this story, something will be ‘recycled’ by being shared 
with others many times. Say the word ‘recycle’ out loud: “recycle”.

Here are examples of things that can be ‘recycled’:
• Glass bottles and jars can be ‘recycled’ into new glass objects; most glass can be 

recycled many times! 
• Some plastics can be ‘recycled’ to become new bottles, plastic furniture, buckets, 

or even Frisbees! 
• Cardboard can be ‘recycled’ to make more cardboard or paper.

*Idea: Google ‘What happens to cardboard when it is recycled?’ to show 
students how cardboard is processed when it is recycled Sometimes, we ‘recycle’ 
something by giving it to others without changing it into something different. We 
will see this happen in our story, The Little Green Jacket. 

QUESTIONS:

Can you think of a time when you gave something to someone? We sometimes call 
this a ‘donation’ – we ‘donate’ an item to others that can use it or can change it into 
something else to be used by others.

If you can remember a time when you donated something, what was it? 
Why did you do that? How did it make you feel? 
Tell someone sitting next to you or share your thoughts with me.
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First Read-Aloud

Add queries and clarifications to help children understand the story. 
Put sticky notes in the book at these places to remind you to stop and talk 
about these questions:

For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2):

Throughout the story, remember to show children when the jacket talks by 
holding up a little green jacket. Explain that sometimes in a story, the author 
has animals or things ‘talk’ to help tell the story. 

In this story, the Little Green Jacket is a character; it will talk to us! As you 
read the story aloud, directly tell students the meanings of words you think 
they do not know. 

EXAMPLES & QUESTIONS:

Page 4: precision – that means it was made very carefully.

Page 7: How does the boy feel about having this jacket?

Page 12-13: donate – means to give something as a gift for free. That 
means the jacket will probably be recycled: used again for a different reason 
or purpose. Where do you think the little green jacket will go next?

Page 17: The Little Green Jacket was in the country before. Now, it is in the 
city. Do you live in a city with lots of buildings and lights? Or do you live in 
the country with lots of trees and animals?

Page 21: Where do you think the Little Green Jacket will go next?
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For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2) 
continued:

Page 22: vibrated – that means that the speaker was loud.

Page 22: mused – that means she thought deeply.

Page 23: garments – that’s a word for clothes.

Page 26: Vanessa likes her new jacket a lot. What words in the story tell 
us that?

Page 29: Vanessa shared her Little Green Jacket with Austin. Sharing 
something with someone else is a way to help recycle, or use something 
again without throwing it out. We can recycle things like jackets to wear 
again, or we can recycle things to make them into something totally 
different. Does your family recycle things like glass, cardboard, or 
clothes? If yes, what do they do?

Page 33: Why do you think Vanessa and Austin are allowed to watch 
TV on a school night? What do you think will happen next to the Little 
Green Jacket?

Page 38: Where did the Little Green Jacket go now? Why did it go 
there?

Page 41: How does it make people feel when they give the jacket to 
others? How do the people feel when they get the jacket? Have you 
ever given something you have to someone else? What was it, and how 
did that make you feel? Think, then turn and share your ideas with a 
partner.
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For older children (approximately Grades 3+): 

EXAMPLES & QUESTIONS:

Page 5: What do you think the author means by ‘Its journey has begun…’?

Page 7: The word ‘mused’ means that you are thinking thoughtfully, 
sometimes quietly. What do you look like when you muse? (Act this out by 
looking pensive, gazing thoughtfully.)

Page 12-13: The word ‘donate’ means to give something as a gift, or a 
contribution. That means the jacket will probably be recycled: used again for 
a different reason or purpose. Where do you think the little green jacket will 
go next?

Page 14-15: What words does the author use to tell you where the little 
green jacket went now?

Page 21: I wonder where the author decides to have the jacket go this time. 
Do you have any ideas?

Page 31: The sister and brother both wore the Little Green Jacket. Can you 
think of times when you recycled items from family or friends? Think about 
this, then turn to a partner and share your examples with them.

Page 37: What makes Austin and Vanessa decide to donate the jacket this 
time? Is it because it no longer fits them, or is there another reason?

Page 40: How does recycling the Little Green Jacket help make the world a 
better place?
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Session 2

Second Read-Aloud

Deepen children’s understandings by asking questions, taking notes, etc. 
Weave in conversations about how it made the characters feel when they 
shared the jacket with others. Talk about the importance of using things 
over again instead of throwing them in the trash.

Let’s re-read The Little Green Jacket and think about our 
goals:

For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2): 

Our goal is to think about why it is important to recycle to help others 
and save earth. We will also listen for words the author uses to explain 
how people feel. 

Re-read the text, stopping to act out the following adverbs. Ask children 
if they’ve ever felt this way, and what would they look like when they felt 
that way? 

EXAMPLES & QUESTIONS:

Page 6: gleefully – make a big smiling face, laughing a little. Have 
children do the same, asking them when they have felt gleefully. What 
makes them gleeful? Tell them the verb form of these words:

Pages 6, 11, 38 – patiently  (patient)

Page 10 – excitedly  (excite)

Page 19 – quietly (quiet)
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For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2) 
continued:

EXAMPLES CONTINUED:

Page 32 – thankfully  (thankful)

Page 36 – sadly (sad)

Page 37 – proudly (proud)

For older children (approximately Grades 3 +): 

Our goal is to think about the importance of recycling to improve the planet 
and care for others. We will also identify and use adverbs, or words that 
describe actions, to help us improve our writing. 

Read through parts of the text, asking children to stop when they hear an 
adverb. What do they notice? They all end with -ly and describe an 
action, although not all adverbs end with -ly. Ask them to brainstorm 
other adverbs, using them in a sentence that connects with recycling. If needed, 
show them examples:

Excitedly – I excitedly opened the recycled package of paper to 
use for my art projects. Excitedly. 

Patiently – I patiently saved plastic bottles to bring to the 
recycling center to help the planet stay cleaner. Patiently.
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For older children (approximately Grades 3+) 
continued: 

EXAMPLES:

When writing, make a note of places where they can use adverbs to make 
their stories come alive.

Page 6 – gleefully  (gleeful )

Pages 6, 11, 38 – patiently  (patient)

Page 10 – excitedly  (excited)

Page 19 – quietly  (quiet)

Page 32 – thankfully  (thankful)

Page 36 – sadly  (sad)

Page 37 – proudly  (proud)

Brainstorm a list of additional words that describe actions someone takes; 
not all end with -ly, but these are the easiest to identify initially. 

Their list could include words like these:
Rapidly                      Creatively
Beautifully               Accidentally
Quickly                      Amazingly
Suddenly
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Session 3

For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2): 

1. Review the characters in The Little Green Jacket, including the 
jacket itself. 

2. Remind students that the jacket felt good to help others. Recycling 
helps the planet and it makes people feel good! Reread the sentence on 
page 33:

“I hold my boy extra tight; I know he is scared.” 

3. Talk about how the jacket is ‘hugging’ the boy to help him feel 
comforted. 

4. Ask questions:

1. Was there a time when you noticed that someone was scared? 

2. What could you do to help others when they are scared? 

3. Was there a time you were scared and someone helped you? Maybe 
they shared a stuffed animal or a hug…. Think about this and share your 
sentence about a time you helped someone else. What did you do? How 
did it make you feel ?

5. Take time to act out words that the children come up with to 
explain their feelings.
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For older children (approximately Grades 3+) 
continued: 

Refer back to the adverbs you discussed in Session 2. 

Have students pick one word and create a sentence with that word. 
They should be saying the sentence out loud at this point. 

Use this sentence stem:

I am______________when I 
______________________
______________________.
(Example: I am proud when I help my mom with the dishes. 
OR, I proudly wash the dishes with my mom.)

For more books and resources, visit: jodidee.com   |  Connect with the author on social media @authorjodidee



For older children (approximately Grades 3 +): 

Using the Venn Diagram created during Session 1, 
have children work independently or in partners to take 
notes on the 3 different types of areas the jacket traveled: 
Urban, Rural, Suburban

QUESTIONS: 

1. As you revisit each setting, ask children to think about what makes a 
place ‘urban’. Have them identify descriptive words to use, adding them to their 
graphic organizer. Weave in conversations about how ‘recycling’ needs may differ 
in a rural area VS an urban area. 

2. What do people have plenty of in the city that they may be lacking in the 
country? 

3. How could urban areas recycle products to others in rural areas to help them 
meet their needs? 

4. If needed, ask children for their ideas as you write notes on a large 
graphic organizer. Tell them that they will be writing a paragraph about the 
importance of recycling in different areas of the country/world in order to save 
resources in the environment and help people support each other. 

5. As you talk, remind them of the author’s use of adverbs. Reference 
the list of adverbs they created during session 2, asking them to add additional 
adverbs in this list. Keep this list visible so children can add to them. Ask them to 
use these words in their conversations.
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Session 4

For younger children (approximately Grades 1 & 2):

This session’s goal is to expand writing to improve children’s understanding of 
what you want them to learn from the story. 

Continue you use of sentence stems from Session 3, but this time have them write 
their thoughts in draft form. The steps below help support beginning writers:

Share a sentence prompt. This could include writing about a time that:
• you made someone feel better.
• someone made you feel better.
• you recycled something to make the world a better place.
• you gave something away to someone else. 

Consider these steps:
1. First, talk a lot with children to help them think about the sentence topic. 
2. Get them to say their sentence to you or other children before writing. 
3. Use pencil and yellow paper for the first draft copy.
4. Edit the sentence to correct letter formation, capitalization, punctuation,     

spelling, sentence structure. 
5. Next, have students write the corrected sentence on white lined paper.
6. Double-check this final sentence.
7. Allow children time to create a picture to illustrate their sentence. 
8. They will share these with others during session 5! 

For children in the very beginning writing stages, ask them for their ideas 
as you write the words they choose. Sound out beginning sounds in words, showing 
them how the letters you write represent the sounds they are saying.
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For older children (approximately Grades 3+): 

Have children work independently or in pairs to create a compare/contrast 
piece. This can be either 1 paragraph, 3 paragraphs, or 5 paragraphs in 
length depending on their writing abilities. 

Share this idea, using these sentences as a start to their writings:

Paragraph 1  - Recycling is important to help improve the planet. 
There are different things we can do to help people in need in urban, 
rural, and suburban areas. Here are the ways we can help people in 
different parts of the world...
Paragraph 2 – needs in urban areas
Paragraph 3 – needs in rural areas
Paragraph 4 – needs in suburban areas
Paragraph 5 – summary and closing

Return to the graphic organizer to add/adjust notes to use during the 
writing process. Encourage students to gather more information, if needed, 
to add to their notes prior to writing. 

Provide time for children to think about their ideas, talking them out with 
you or others. Use yellow paper to draft their writing. 

Provide editing support, or organize peer editing groups, to improve their 
writings. 
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Session 5

For all children:

Here, we check to be sure our goals were met and set plans 
for the future. 

1. Finalize their written sentences (younger children) or 
paragraph(s) (older children).  

2. Create an ‘Author’s Chair’ where children sit and read their work to 
each other.  

3. Post the finalized sentence on the wall, in the hallway in school, etc. 
for young children. 

4. Share the finalized paragraphs in a newsletter for the neighborhood, 
school, etc. for older writers.  

5. Revisit the jacket, reminding children about how it helped so many 
different people in different places in the world.  

6. Encourage children to make a plan to recycle something, give 
something to someone in need, or do something to help others.  

7. Have them talk with each other about their plan, do it, and come 
back to explain how it went, how it felt doing it, etc. Have fun with this and 
model it yourself for children to see this in action. Throughout, use words 
that describe actions (adverbs) in your speech and encourage students to 
do the same. 
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More Children’s Books by Author Jodi Dee 
Lesson Plans & Coloring Pages Available 
 

The Dirt Girl: When Zafera goes to school for the first 
time, all the children laugh and tease. But Zafera does not 
understand, so she just smiles. A beautiful story about 
shining bright because our differences are our greatest 
gifts. And if you do, others will eventually see your light. 

“A must have for all children!”, “Spectacular!”, “Wow!”, 
“Timeless.” $18.99 Retail 11x8.5, Hardcover
 

Jesse True Collection: Books 1-4. For Social and Emo-
tional Learning CASEL. Jesse True is just a normal little 
boy, until one day he starts changing color based on how 
he feels. Now, Jesse cannot hide his feelings or his truth. 

Join Jesse in his adventures as he experiences normal 
everyday things children do, trying to navigate his feelings 
with his new found super power!

There are four books in the series with more to come!

“All children should have this resource!”,“Powerful!”
“A must have for educators who teach Emotional 
Intelligence” 6x9, 4 stories, Retails $24.99. Paperback.

The Seven Wonders: 7 Chapter Book Series (Middle Grade YA) - Book 1 “Canyon”. Some 
believe the seven wonders around the world are epicenters of  immense energy and power, and 
act as spiritual gateways. Canyon was one of  them; the seven. Each one did not know the other 
existed. Each did not know they were needed, or a great sacrifice was required to be made. They 
would be called one by one, and must accept their calling, or the world as we know, would end. 
They were all needed to save humanity. The plan was finalized and in motion. Phase one had been 
initiated. Time was running out. Canyon... Paperback. Releasing 2022.


