
WHAT YOU 
NEED:

Flat buttons of desired 

colors and sizes (we 

have found that smaller 

buttons tend to stick 

better)

Balloons

White glue- Elmer’s 

white glue works well, 

or Tacky glue, anything 

that dries clear

Large paint brush

Scissors

Newspaper

Cup or can to balance 

balloon on while it dries

BUTTON BOWLS
MAKE YOUR OWN

Make a fun and colorful button bowl using a balloon and glue! Turn 

those piles and bags full of old buttons into something beautiful and 

functional. And, if you don’t have buttons laying around, you can 

purchase them from a craft store. These bowls are easy to make 

and the supplies are very inexpensive. 

1
Blow up a balloon to the desired size you want your 
bowl to be and place it knot side down into a cup, can 
or jar that you don’t mind getting a little glue on.

2
Use a paintbrush or your fingers to cover the top half 
of the balloon with an even layer of glue. Let the glue 
dry completely before moving on. This will form a 
protective layer in between your balloon and buttons.

3

Once the first layer is dry, apply a second coat of glue 
starting at the top of the balloon and working your way 
down towards the middle. Begin to add in the buttons 
as close together as possible. You may choose to do 
this step in “sections” by adding glue in one area, then 
attaching buttons, then moving onto the next section.

4
Continue painting on glue and attaching buttons until 
the top half of the balloon is covered in buttons..
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5
Once all the buttons are attached, turn your balloon 
upside down in your cup so the balloon knot is in the air 
and the buttons are balanced on the top of the cup. This 
will keep your buttons from sliding down the balloon 
while they dry.

6 Let the glue dry completely. This may take 4-5 hours.

7 Once dry, paint on one more layer of glue on top of the 
buttons. Let this dry completely. You may want to let it 
sit overnight.

8 Once it is completely dry, use a scissor and cut the knot 
on the balloon to slowly let the air out.

9 Admire your hard work, patience, and beautiful button 
bowl!


