
Best Hiking Trails By State 

 

Alabama:  

Alum Hollow Trail 

Set in the heart of Green Mountain Nature Preserve, this 2.2-mile trail leads to a rushing tiered waterfall. It's accessible 

for hikers of all levels, including four-legged furry friends (as long as they're on a leash). 

 

Walls of Jericho 

Where: Estillfork 

Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 7 miles 

Features: Some rugged terrain, with caves and waterfall backdrops; watch out for snakes. 

 

Sipsey Wilderness  

The northwest corner of the Cotton State includes the largest wilderness east of the Mississippi, and it’s chock-full 

of waterfalls. The 25,000-acre Sipsey Wilderness is wrinkled with deep sandstone chasms that turn the region’s 

abundant streams into cascades. One of the tallest is the 90-foot Fall Creek Falls, where the stream spills over a 20-foot 

ledge before fanning out over a jumble of boulders. Reach them from the Sipsey Recreation Area, following trails 200 

and 209 for three miles through old-growth hemlocks and white oak.  

 

Alaska:  

Exit Glacier Trail 

This 1.8-mile out-and-back trail in Kenai Fjords National Park offers all of the dramatic excitement of the 

state without the dangerous terrain. In just 15- to 20-minutes you'll make it from the parking to the Exit Glacier—and 

you'll even be able to hear it crackle. 

 

Flattop Mountain 
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Where: Chugach National Forest 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: 3 miles 

Features: Spectacular views from a snow-capped mountain range. 

 

Harding Icefield Trail 

It’s a little touristy by Alaska standards, and there are definitely more-secluded hikes in the state, but the 8.2-mile 

Harding Icefield Trail, in Kenai Fjords National Park, is still the best bang for your buck. Starting at Exit Glacier, you’ll 

climb 1,000 feet through forest and meadows, eventually ending above tree line at the edge of a 700-square-mile ice 

field. 

 

Arizona:  

Cathedral Rock Trail 

Jutting up from the earth among Sedona's famous red rock formations, the hike up to Cathedral Rock is only one mile—

but with its steep ascent, be prepared for a workout. Psst ... Like several other destinations in Sedona, Cathedral Rock is 

known for having a vortex, or spiritual energy center. So if you find yourself feeling extra inspired or calm, that might be 

why.  

 

Camelback 

Where: Echo Canyon Park 

Difficulty: Strenuous  

Length: 2.2 miles 

Features: Intense, short and steep, but ends with a scenic view. 

 

Rim-to-Rim 

If you can handle 21 miles with 5,700 feet of vertical gain and 4,700 feet of loss, hiking rim-to-rim via the Grand Canyon’s 

South and North Kaibab trails is the best way to see the big ditch on foot. If you have the legs to turn around and do it 

again, you can partake in one of ultrarunning’s most sought-after FKTs: Rim-to-Rim-to-Rim. The current records are held 

by Jim Walmsley (5:55:20) and Taylor Nowlin (7:28:58).  

 

Arkansas:  

Lost Valley Trail  

Where: Ponka 

Difficulty: Moderate 
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Length: 2.3 miles 

Features: A 53-foot waterfall and multiple swimmin' holes. 

 

Whitaker Point 

Ask any native Arkansan where to find the best view in the state, and they’ll all point you to the same place, though they 

may call it by different names. Whitaker Point, better known to some as Hawksbill Crag, is a rocky prominence in the 

Upper Buffalo Wilderness Area that juts out nearly 150 feet over the surrounding landscape below. Go on an early 

autumn morning, when the low sun floods the valley and lights up the changing maple, beech, hickory, and ash trees for 

a sight you’ll never forget.  

 

Bear Hollow Trail 

Where: Mount Magazine State Park 

Distance: 3.7 miles out and back 

Must see: Catch some of the best scenery in the state here: This trail crosses several creeks that lead to waterfalls. Other 

sights include WPA steps and Sunrise Rock. 

 

California:  

Tall Trees Grove Loop Trail 

Redwood National Park features this easy 3.5-mile loop that's magnificently close to Hyperion, the world's tallest tree 

(it's not marked, so you'll have to look for it). Heads up that you'll need a permit from a visitors center before embarking 

on your adventure. 

 

Eaton Canyon Falls Trail  

Where: Eaton Canyon Park 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 3.4 miles 

Features: Popular, fun, Southern California hiking staple 

 

John Muir Trail 

The Pacific Crest Trail Association calls the John Muir Trail the “land of 13,000-foot and 14,000-foot peaks, of lakes in the 

thousands, and of canyons and granite cliffs.” It runs for 211 miles through the Range of Light from Yosemite to the 

summit of Mount Whitney, the tallest peak in the contiguous United States. Most people hike the trail from north to 

south over the course of a week or more between July and September.  
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Colorado:  

Maroon Bells Scenic Loop Trail 

Just outside of Aspen, the 1.9-mile trail around Maroon Lake offers lucky visitors a look at Maroon Bells' dazzling 

reflection on the glassy water below. (Remember to bring water and take it slow—the elevation here is about 9,580 

feet.) 

 

Maxwell Falls 

Where: Arapaho National Forest 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 5.3 miles 

Features: Lush forest and multiple waterfalls; great for beginners 

 

La Plata Peak 

At 14,336 feet, La Plata is the fifth highest peak in the Rockies. It’s great for people who want a long day hike with top-

notch alpine views. The hike from car to summit and back is around ten miles with 4,500 feet of gain. You get some good 

forest time for the first few miles, then you’ll switchback up to a ridge and ascend the last couple miles on a talus 

scramble.  

 

Connecticut:  

Bluff Point State Park and Coastal Reserve Trail 

On a peninsula jutting out into the Long Island Sound, this 3.6-mile shoreline trail is known for the beautiful wildflowers 

you'll spot along the way. You'll also spot visitors fishing, swimming, and biking in the area. 

 

Ragged Mountain Preserve Trail 

Where: Berlin 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous  

Length: 6.1 miles 

Features: Rocky and steep in parts, comes with stellar views and a scattering of ponds and lakes. 

 

Bear Mountain to Lion’s Head 

Sorry, New Haven, but white clam pizza isn’t Connecticut’s greatest attraction. It’s the views from the state’s loftiest 

corner, where the Appalachian Trail connects the 2,316-foot Bear Mountain (Connecticut’s highest) to Lion’s Head, a 

stony knob affording 180-degree views of the surrounding lakes and farmland. From State Route 41 near Salisbury, hike 
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northbound for 2.7 miles to tag Lion’s Head, then continue 3.3 miles to Bear’s summit and its views of steely 

Mount Greylock (Massachusetts’ highest) hulking on the horizon.  

 

Delaware:  

Walking Dunes Trail 

Believe it or not, Delaware has sand dunes, and they're beautifully reminiscent of the desert. Partway through, the 2.6-

mile trail leads hikers through The Great Dune, which is 80 feet above the ocean (it's the state's highest dune). 

 

Whitely Farms 

Where: White Clay Creek State Park 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 6 miles 

Features: Forests, meadows, and some surprising inclines along the way. 

 

Brandywine Creek State Park  

Brandywine Creek State Park offers the state’s wildest paths, with bona fide hills, ponds, and a tangle of unnamed, 

unmarked trails for meanderers. From the park office, strike out on Hidden Pond Trail though 190-year-old tulip poplars. 

Cross Thompson Bridge and follow Rocky Run Trail through evergreen-choked hills before descending to Creekside Trail, 

which parallels Brandywine Creek, where beavers and turtles are often spotted. Retrace your steps to complete the 11-

mile circuit.  

 

Florida:  

Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park Boardwalk 

In the midst of Florida's largest national park, is a boardwalk hike that is unlike any other. In the swamp below, visitors 

can spot alligators, birds, snakes, and more. 

 

Wekiwa Springs Loop Trail 

Where: Apopka 

Difficulty: Easy 

Length: 13 miles 

Features: Lengthy, extremely accessible, and not too far from Disney World. 

 

Little St. George Island 
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You’ll need a boat to access Little St. George Island, ten miles south of the Panhandle town of Apalachicola. But once 

there, you may want to stay forever. Seven primitive campsites sit tucked among the pine-studded dunes on the island, 

a web of hiking trails spans its 9-mile length, talcum beaches extend along the gulf shore, and fishing off the east end at 

a dredged channel known as Bob Sikes Cut produces a bonanza of redfish, flounder, sea trout, and drum. 

 

Georgia:  

Tennessee Rock Trail 

This moderate 2.2-mile trail is in Black Rock Mountain State Park and goes through some of Georgia's highest elevation 

points. During the hike, look north for views of the Appalachian Mountains. 

 

Blood Mountain 

Where: Blairsville 

Difficulty: Extremely Strenuous 

Length: 8.4 miles 

Features: Scary name, even scarier terrain; Georgia end of the Appalachian Trail; experts only.  

Treeless vistas are rare in Georgia, where dense forest dominates, so Blood Mountain’s grandstand views offer hikers a 

highly sought-after view of rolling peaks. The Appalachian Trail runs right over the summit. To tag it as part of a nine-

mile out-and-back, start from Vogel State Park and follow the Bear Hair Gap, Coosa Backcountry, Duncan Ridge, and 

Appalachian trails to the 4,458-foot Blood Mountain. 

 

Raven Cliff Falls Trail 

Raven Cliff Falls Trail is a 4.8 mile heavily trafficked out and back trail located near Helen, Georgia that features a 

waterfall and is good for all skill levels. The trail is primarily used for hiking, running, nature trips, and fishing and is 

accessible year-round. Dogs are also able to use this trail but must be kept on leash.  The incline on this trail is moderate 

until the end. The trail follows a river the whole way in, allowing for great views, and opportunity to cool down or for 

pets to get a quick drink. The trail is fun, with lots of different terrain to navigate which keeps it interesting. The falls 

area is amazing, and a great place to enjoy the water. Bicycles in wilderness are illegal and subject to fines. Hiking past 

the end is discouraged. The scramble at the end up to the top off the trail and is heavily eroded. Please, respect the 

landscape and its resources! 

 

Hawaii:  

Klauea Iki Trail 

Starting in the lush rainforest, this hike is a favorite on the Big Island in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. Descend from 

the crater's rim and explore the path's volcanic features, such as steam vents and spatter cones. 
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Diamond Head 

Where: Honolulu 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 1.6 miles 

Features: A quick, tropical trek with tremendous vantage points. 

 

Kalalau Trail 

The hike from the Kalalau trailhead at Kauai’s Ke’e Beach to the waterfall pool at the end of Hanakapiai Valley is safer 

and far more achievable than doing the whole Kalalau Trail, but you still get the beyond-spectacular views of the Na Pali 

coast and a dip beneath a 300-foot waterfall. If you get an early start, you can get back to Ke’e in time to snorkel the 

glorious protected reef, chill on the beach, and watch the sunset.  

 

Idaho:  

Lakeshore Loop Trail 

This quickie loop around the Plummer Creek Marsh area of Coeur d’Alene Lake is said to be one of the best places in the 

state to catch a glimpse of wildlife. In just 1.6 miles, watch for unique birds and even moose. 

 

Tubbs Hill 

Where: Coeur d'Alene 

Difficulty: Easy 

Length: 2 miles 

Features: Laid back, popular trek with plenty of wildlife. 

Hells Canyon 

Hells Canyon, on the border of Oregon and Idaho, is deeper than Grand Canyon—nearly 7,000 feet from river to rim in 

some spots—and receives just a fraction of the visitors. Hike any of the trails in spring (the Snake River National 

Recreation Trail is one of our favorites) for moderate temperatures and blooming wildflowers, like paintbrush and 

mountain balm.  

 

Sawtooth Lake Trail 

Sawtooth Lake is a 10 mile heavily trafficked out and back trail located near Stanley, Idaho that features a river and is 

rated as difficult. The trail is primarily used for hiking, camping, snowshoeing, and backpacking and is best used from 

June until September. Dogs are also able to use this trail but must be kept on leash. Although the hike is accessible year-

round, if you're visiting in winter the trail will likely be covered in snow, requiring more gear and skill. 
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Illinois:  

Little Grand Canyon Trail 

In the midst of Shawnee National Forest, this hike is challenging, but worth it for the beautiful views of the Big Muddy 

River and the Mississippi floodplain at the top (not to mention the flowing creek and wildflowers along the way). 

Shawnee National Forest also features sandstone caves to explore. 

 

Cap Sauers and Swallow Cliff Loop 

Where: Palos Park 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 4.8 miles 

Features: Well-maintained, beautiful scenery; close to Chicago. 

 

Jackson Falls Trail 

Shawnee National Forest covers a 415-mile chunk of southern Illinois. The area gem? The 3.7-mile Jackson Falls Trail, 

which features numerous scenic overlooks and terminates at a spectacular waterfall. Bring your climbing gear—the 70-

foot sandstone walls offer the most climbing routes in the state. —Samantha Yadron, editorial production fellow 

 

Indiana:  

Hemlock Cliffs National Scenic Trail 

In the state's aptly named Hoosier National Forest, the majority of the 1.2-mile loop is spent in a canyon surrounded by 

soothing hemlock and oak forests. Toward the end, hikers can spot a waterfall, too, making this hike both scenic and 

peaceful. 

 

Clifty Falls State Park 

Where: Madison 

Difficulty: Strenuous  

Length: 14 miles 

Features: Extensive, gorgeous trails with awesome caves and killer views. 

 

Knobstone Trail 

Thru-hikers climb 10,500 cumulative feet along the 58-mile Knobstone Trail, which offers bona fide backpacking in the 

otherwise snoozy Hoosier State. The KT’s southern portion requires the greatest sweat equity but provides the biggest 

scenic payoff: Hike 31 miles from Deam Lake to Elk Creek Lake for ridgetop views over rolling hills and the nighttime 

lullabies of coyotes. —K.B. 
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Iowa:  

Maquoketa Caves State Park 

As the name suggests, this state park offers plenty of caves to explore along the 1.7-mile trail, so wear clothes that you 

don't mind getting dirty. There's a river rushing through the area, too. 

 

Ledges State Park 

Where: Boone 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 4.5 miles 

Features: Very well-traversed trails with beautiful bluffs. 

 

Effigy Mounds National Monument 

On Iowa’s eastern edge, Effigy Mounds National Monument preserves more than 200 earthworks, some shaped like 

bears, lynx, bison, and birds. Explore them and gaze across the wooded bluffs of the mighty Mississippi River along the 

monument’s north unit trails. (Not to mention the thousands of native remains housed on the monument, more than 

2,000 of which disappeared in the 1990s until this detective tracked them down.) The seven-mile round-trip hike from 

the visitor center to Hanging Rock visits Great Bear Mound (the largest effigy, at 138 feet long), skirts tallgrass prairie, 

and overlooks the river from 400-foot cliffs, where hawks and eagles cruise the thermals. —K.B. 

 

Kansas:  

Clinton Lake North Shore Loop 

This moderate 2.8-mile lake loop is the perfect choice for casual adventure seekers. With several rocky stretches and 

creek crossings, it's people- and dog-friendly. 

 

Elk River Hiking 

Where: Elk City 

Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 15 miles 

Features: Scenic, rugged, and a far cry from the Prairie.  

The Elk River Hiking Trail will make you swear you’re not in Kansas anymore. This 15-mile point-to-point trail weaves 

through evocative rock sculptures and pinched corridors with 30-foot-high walls. Trek eastward for sweeping vistas over 

Elk City Lake as your grand finale. The trail hugs the bluffs of this 4,000-acre reservoir, which looks big enough to be one 

of the Great Lakes. In spring, the shoreline turns pale purple with blooming redbud trees 
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Prairie Fire Palmer Creek Loop 

Located in the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, the Prairie Fire Palmer Creek Loop provides hikers with the chance to 

roam Kansas’ wide-open spaces, one of the last remaining examples of a plains ecosystem. The six mile loop takes hikers 

through the heart of the preserve with plenty of vista views along the way. 

 

Kentucky:  

Eagle Falls Trail 

Want incredible rewards in a short amount of time? In just 1.8 miles, visitors can marvel at the famous Cumberland Falls 

within Cumberland Falls State Park, also known as "little Niagara." Don't forget your bathing suit during warmer 

months—the swimming hole is the perfect place to cool off. 

 

Natural Bridge and Hood Branch Trail 

Where: Slade 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 5.4 miles 

Features: Cool views, rustic bridges, and interesting rock formations abound. 

 

Pinnacles of Berea 

Avoid the crowds of Red River Gorge and head to Berea, Kentucky, and the various pinnacle trails that overlook the area. 

These dog-friendly hikes offer sweeping overlooks and different vantages of the surrounding area—try West Pinnacle for 

its sunset views—as well as various levels of difficulty and distance, depending on your capabilities. Thanks to its 

proximity to Lexington and Daniel Boone National Forest, you’ll be hard-pressed to run out of things to do around here.  

 

Louisiana:  

Longleaf Vista Interpretive Trail 

Near Cloutierville, Louisiana is this trail, which offers a unique variety of settings. In 1.4 miles, hikers will come across 

meadows, creeks, forests, and even a waterfall. 

 

Hooper Road Park 

Where: Baton Rouge  

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 10 miles 

Features: Well-maintained paths with varying elevations; good for people looking to get serious about hiking 
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The Backbone Trail  

It’s hard to get high in Louisiana, where the mean elevation is just 100 feet and New Orleans actually sits below sea 

level. But the Backbone Trail though the Kisatchie Hills Wilderness offers escape from the swamp. This 7.7-mile path 

scales sandstone hills topped with Dr. Suessian longleaf pines. Savor on-high views from 300-foot outcrops and, in 

spring, blooming azaleas. Keep an eye out for armadillos.  

 

Maine:  

Bubble Rock Trail 

Just outside of the town of Bar Harbor on Mount Desert Island, Acadia National Park offers visitors a look at a unique 

landmark in just a .7-mile hike (one way). Perched on the side of South Bubble Mountain, a boulder called Bubble 

Rock sits precariously above the beautiful Maine wilderness—it can be seen toward the summit of the hike, just a short 

side trail away. 

 

Tumbledown Mountain 

Where: Weld 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 4.3 miles 

Features: Short, semi-leisurely trek with gorgeous lake views. 

 

100 Mile Wilderness 

Even out west, you’d be hard-pressed to find 100 miles of trail that’s uninterrupted by towns and other human-built 

intrusions, but the Pine Tree State preserves exactly that: The famed 100-Mile Wilderness section of Maine’s 

Appalachian Trail plumbs fir forests so dark and dense, they unnerved even Henry David Thoreau (who documented his 

chilling explorations in The Maine Woods). Starting at the tiny outpost of Monson (home to Shaw’s Hiker Hostel), 

pilgrims trip across rooty paths, ford swampy ponds where moose chill out, peer into the grey slate maw of Gulf Hagas 

(the “Grand Canyon of Maine”), and end up at Abol Bridge, the Baxter State Park campground and resupply opportunity 

before the final push up 5,269-foot Mount Katahdin.  

 

Maryland:  

Sugarloaf Mountain and Northern Peaks Trail 

This 5.9-mile loop in Sugarloaf Mountain Natural Area is particularly stunning when the fall foliage is in full swing. Pro 

tip: It's a busy trail, so get there early if you're looking for a more peaceful journey. 
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Billy Goat Trail 

Where: Potomac 

Difficulty: Strenuous  

Length: 4 miles 

Features: Interesting rock scrambles and a stellar view of the Potomac River. 

 

Annapolis Rocks to Black Rock Cliff 

Hop on the Appalachian Trail at South Mountain State Park and hike about 2.5 miles to Annapolis Rocks for sweeping 

views of northwest Maryland. Continue on to an even more scenic lookout spot called Black Rock Cliff. About 7.5 miles 

round-trip. —Svati Kirsten Narula, associate social media editor 

 

Massachusetts:  

Mount Watatic and Nutting Hill via Wapack Trail 

The treeless summit of this 3.5-mile trail often has neat rock cairns to marvel at. Plus, from the top of the second peak, 

hikers can catch a glimpse of the Boston skyline on a clear day. 

 

Purgatory Chasm Trail 

Where: Sutton  

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 1 mile 

Features: Quick, scenic route littered with amazing chasms and plenty of picnic spots. 

 

Bash Bish Falls 

At the western edge of Massachusetts lies Bash Bish Falls State Park, home to a probably haunted 80-foot waterfall, the 

highest in the state. Easy hiking and good summer swimming abound, but take care: 25 people have died 

after slipping from the top of the falls. —Madeleine LaPlante-Dube, digital media producer 

 

Michigan:  

Chapel Trail Mosquito Falls 

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore features a variety of trails to choose from, but Chapel Trail is the favorite in the area. 

The best part? Hikers are treated to views of amazing waterfalls rushing into Lake Superior. 

 

Potawatomi Trail 

Where: Gregory 
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Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 17.5 miles 

Features: Lakefront views; a scenic beach 

 

Pyramid Point 

Part of the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, this easy family-friendly hike goes to the top of a sand bluff and 

offers great views of Lake Michigan. Continue to the right after the scenic lookout to follow smaller trails that wind 

through beech and maple trees and lead to more secluded sand dunes.  

 

Minnesota:  

Fifth Falls and Superior Hiking Trail Loop 

Gooseberry Falls is the crown jewel of this hike near Two Harbors, Minnesota—but this trail actually passes by a handful 

of waterfalls. Hikers will also get to see Lake Superior. 

 

Lebanon Hills Regional Park 

Where: St. Paul 

Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 2.5 miles 

Features: Lots of wildflowers, and you can easily re-route from different subsidiary trails to create a 9-mile loop. 

 

Border Route Trail 

The 65-mile Border Route Trail follows (surprise) the border between the United States and Canada and allows you to 

experience the tranquility of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness on foot. It’s a place of breathtaking 

cliffs, almost impassably dense trees, and serene, untouched lakes where you can feel the elves and faeries watching 

you through the mossy gaps in the trees. 

 

Mississippi:  

Bear Creek Outcropping Trail 

In the Appalachian foothills, this trail in Tishomingo State Park is known for its unique rock formations along the path. 

It's also filled with lush green hues, from moss to ferns. 

 

Clark Creek Primitive Trail 

http://www.nps.gov/slbe/planyourvisit/trailpyramidpt.htm
http://www.nps.gov/slbe/planyourvisit/trailpyramidpt.htm
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/minnesota/fifth-falls-and-superior-hiking-trail-loop
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/minnesota/fifth-falls-and-superior-hiking-trail-loop
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/minnesota/lebanon-hills-regional-park
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/minnesota/lebanon-hills-regional-park
https://www.outsideonline.com/2393567/meet-king-minnesotas-modern-day-lumberjacks
https://www.outsideonline.com/2393567/meet-king-minnesotas-modern-day-lumberjacks
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/mississippi/bear-creek-outcropping-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/mississippi/bear-creek-outcropping-trail
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/mississippi/clark-creek-primitive-trail
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/mississippi/clark-creek-primitive-trail


Where: Woodville 

Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 2.6 miles 

Features: Multiple beautiful waterfalls; leashed dogs allowed. 

 

Black Creek Trail  

Soft white beaches and sandbars make Black Creek, a designated National Wild and Scenic River, feel more like the 

Caribbean than Mississippi. The Black Creek Trail links those paradisial swimming holes with 41 miles of waterside 

hiking. Ten miles of the trail traverse the Black Creek Wilderness and feature pine-topped bluffs and dogwood trees that 

glow with white petals in spring. —K.B. 

 

Missouri:  

Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center Outer Trail Loop 

This is one of several trails in a network behind the Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center, and with its winding 

paths and picturesque tree-filled setting, it's arguably the most scenic. The area also features a lake and is a go-to spot 

for birdwatching. 

 

Lone Wolf Trail at Castlewood State Park 

Where: Ballwin 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 1.5 miles 

Features: Panoramic views from the top of the bluffs 

 

Hercules Glades Wilderness Area 

Nearly 40 miles of trails cut across rocky, steep terrain that offers a mix of grass-covered hillsides and hardwood forests 

teeming with wildlife. Park at the Tower Trailhead—the fire tower on the east side of the wilderness area. From there, 

warm up on the relatively flat Pees Hollow loop. You’ll be ready for steep paths up and over the hills as you head down 

the Long Creek Trail to the falls and over to the Coy Bald Trailhead. There are few different trail combinations to choose 

from for the route back—Upper Pilot Trail is a solid option. Just be sure to take a map, because finding and staying on 

the trails here requires a little work.  

 

Montana:  

Grinnell Glacier Trail 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mississippi/recarea/?recid=82488
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mississippi/recarea/?recid=82488
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/missouri/cape-girardeau-conservation-nature-center-outer-trail-loop
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/missouri/cape-girardeau-conservation-nature-center-outer-trail-loop
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/missouri/lone-wolf-trail-castlewood-state-park
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/missouri/lone-wolf-trail-castlewood-state-park
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21754
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21754


Set within Montana's Glacier National Park, every step of this 9.7-mile challenging hike will take your breath away—in a 

good way. Hikers will earn incredible views of Grinnell Lake and Lake Josephine, and as the hike's name points out, 

Grinnell Glacier. (Be wary of bear activity in the area, though.) 

 

Dawson-Pitamakan Loop 

As great as Montana is, Glacier National Park takes it to a whole different level. One of the very best hikes in the park is 

the 17-mile Dawson-Pitamakan loop, which circles Rising Wolf Mountain. Alpine lakes and jagged peaks make this truly 

one of the last best places. —K.B. 

 

East Rosebud Trail 

Considered one of the best hikes in the Rocky Mountains, the East Rosebud Trail spans 26 miles between Red Lodge and 

Cooke City. It is often referred to as the Beaten Path due to the amount of crowds that descend in the summertime, 

eager for one of the most scenic trails in the Beartooths. 

 

Nebraska:  

Saddle Rock Trail 

This trail begins at the visitor center of Scotts Bluff National Monument, 800 feet above the North Platte River. On the 

1.6-mile trail up to the summit, hikers will pass through a tunnel leading to incredible views of the historic region. 

 

Indian Cave State Park 

Where: Shubert 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: .5 to 7 miles 

Features: A variety of different interconnecting trails, caves, and Adirondack shelters with fire rings. 

 

Platte River State Park Trail Loop in South Bend 

Platte River State Park Trail Loop is a 6.7 mile heavily trafficked loop trail located near South Bend, Nebraska that 

features a river and is good for all skill levels. The trail offers a number of activity options and is best used from March 

until October. Dogs and horses are also able to use this trail. A park entry permit is required and may be purchased at 

the park, statewide Game and Parks offices and permit vendors or in advance of your arrival online. 

 

Nevada:  

Calico Tanks Trail 
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From the area's signature wildflowers to its awe-inspiring red rocks, this hike in Red Rock Canyon National Conservation 

Area brings in visitors from all over, thanks to its vibrant colors. Its desert setting also makes it a perfect winter 

adventure (because it's too toasty in the height of summer). 

Where: Red Rock Canyon 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 2.5 miles 

Features: Stunning views; a ton of rocks. 

 

The Tahoe Rim Trail  

The 165-mile Tahoe Rim Trail is one of the most beautiful circuits you’ll ever do. “The scenery changes around every 

corner—from towering granite walls to lupine-covered hills—and because it’s circular, you can always see where you’ve 

been and what’s to come,” says Nancy Greenhalgh, former president of the Tahoe Rim Trail Association. The difficult 21-

mile section from Mount Rose to Brockway is like a highlight reel of the trail. The views of Tahoe from the narrow trail 

(and on a steep side hill, to boot) are incredible. If you do it in summer, the aroma of pine and sap warming in the high-

alpine sunshine just enhance your hike.  

 

Mt. Rose Trail 

With something for everyone, Mt. Rose Trail provides views of South Tahoe and Lake Tahoe. Part of the northern Sierra 

Nevada Range, the Mt. Rose Trail heads up the second highest mountain in the Lake Tahoe Basin, winding through 

woods of pine and hemlock. 

 

New Hampshire:  

Mount Willard Trail 

This 3.2-mile trail showcases some of the best scenery in Crawford Notch State Park in the White Mountains, including a 

waterfall. It's also a great trek for owners of, well, good boys—dogs are allowed off-leash. 

 

Mount Major Trail 

Where: Belknap 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 3.4 miles 

Features: Great views of Lake Winnipesaukee from the summit, wild blueberries along the route, and dogs are allowed. 

 

Crawford Path, White Mountains 
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Most people summit Mount Washington by heading straight up Tuckerman’s Ravine, which means the trail is like a 

highway in summer. Avoid the crowds by taking the Crawford Path, which starts in Crawford Notch and spends five of 

the eight total miles on a ridge above tree line. You’ll pass two alpine huts, operated by the Appalachian Mountain Club, 

where you can refill your water bottles and stop to rest. —Ben Fox, associate reviews editor 

 

New Jersey:  

Stairway to Heaven and Pochuck Valley via Appalachian Trail 

They don't call New Jersey the Garden State for nothing. This lush hike features stretches of forest, boardwalks, and 

even a suspension bridge before ascending the steep switchbacks known as the "Stairway to Heaven." It leads up to 

Pinwheel Vista, offering panoramic views of the region below. 

 

Peanut Leap Trail 

Where: Alpine 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: 5 miles 

Features: Views, waterfalls, and ruins. 

 

Sunfish Pond  

Wear sturdy-soled boots on the rock-studded route to Sunfish Pond, a glacial lake perched at 1,379 feet in the Garden 

State’s swatch of the Appalachians. The eight-mile round-trip trek on the AT and green-blazed Dunnfield Creek trails 

plumbs pristine forest made musical by little waterfalls along Dunnfield Creek, which hikers follow for part of the route. 

At the crystalline spring-fed lake, lounge on rock slabs surrounded by the Appalachians’ time-softened summits.  

 

New Mexico:  

Atalaya Mountain Trail 

In Santa Fe National Forest, this trail is a great choice for visitors who are staying in the city itself (the trailhead is on the 

East side of town). The finale of the out-and-back trail is spectacular views of the landscape below. 

 

Tent Rocks Slot Canyon Trail 

Where: Cochiti Pueblo 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 3 miles 

Features: It's a sacred religious site filled with wild rock formations. 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/whitemountain/recarea/?recid=74607
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/new-jersey/stairway-to-heaven-and-pochuck-valley-via-appalachian-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/new-jersey/stairway-to-heaven-and-pochuck-valley-via-appalachian-trail
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/new-jersey/peanut-leap-trail
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/new-jersey/peanut-leap-trail
https://www.outsideonline.com/2393579/best-new-jersey-hiking
https://www.outsideonline.com/2393579/best-new-jersey-hiking
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/new-mexico/atalaya-mountain-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/new-mexico/atalaya-mountain-trail
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/new-mexico/tent-rocks-canyon-trails
http://alltrails.com/trail/us/new-mexico/tent-rocks-canyon-trails


Anatoli Route 

Russian mountaineer Anatoli Boukreev used to live in Santa Fe. To train, he’d summit the 12,631-foot Santa Fe Baldy, 

then traverse over to Deception, Lake, and Penitente peaks before descending the ski area. The whole loop is around 

16 miles. Hike it in fall, when the aspens are changing. —Mary Turner, deputy editor 

 

New York:  

Ice Cave White Loop Trail 

This 3.3-mile trail offers hikers the opportunity to explore the area's signature ice caves, and the pinnacle of the hike is 

this scenic overlook called Sam's Point. More advanced hikers can opt for the 8.3-mile Sam's Point and Verkeerderkill 

Falls Trail, which leads to the same location. 

 

Breakneck Ridge Trail 

Where: Cold Spring 

Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 9.6 miles 

Features: Great views, and on particularly clear days you can see the NYC skyline 

 

Hurricane Mountain 

Climb Hurricane Mountain in the Adirondacks in fall for spectacular colors and crisp weather. The sixish-mile trail tops 

out on a smooth summit with a fire tower and expansive views.  

 

North Carolina:  

Clingmans Dome Observation Tower Trail 

As the highest point in the region, Clingmans Dome offers exceptional panoramic views of Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park. Visitors can take it all in on this paved 1.2-mile path, or for more of a challenge, similar views can be 

found on Andrews Bald Trail. 

 

Looking Glass Rock Trail 

Where: Pisgah Forest 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: 6.4 miles 

Features: Great for both views and dogs. 
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Carvers Gap to 19E 

One of the finest sections of the entire Appalachian Trail, the section from Carvers Gap to 19E runs north for 13 miles, 

meandering above and below tree line. Wild ponies, 360-degree views, and a small taste of trail magic make shuttling a 

car worth it.  

 

North Dakota:  

Painted Canyon Nature Trail 

In Theodore Roosevelt National Park, this simple 1.1-mile loop offers views of the colorful Painted Canyon. For wildlife 

seekers, bison can also often be seen from the trail. 

 

Maah Daah Hey Trail  

The 144-mile Maah Daah Hey—which roughly translates from the native Mandan language to “an area that will be 

around for a long time”—traverses the wild and rugged badlands of western North Dakota. Keep an eye out for bison, 

wild horses, and bighorn sheep as you make your way across broad plateaus and prairies.  

 

Caprock Coulee Loop 

Caprock Coulee Loop is a 4.4 mile moderately trafficked loop trail located near Watford City, North Dakota that features 

beautiful wild flowers and is rated as moderate. The trail is primarily used for hiking and is accessible year-round. 

 

Ohio:  

Blue Hen to Buttermilk Falls Trail 

This 1.6-mile hike in Cuyahoga National Park features not one, but two rushing waterfalls. If you're feeling ambitious, it's 

also a popular path for runners. 

 

Grandma Gatewood Trail 

Where: Logan 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 10 miles 

Features: Caves and a waterfall. 

 

Virginia Kendall Ledges  
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Scenic overlooks are probably not the first images that pop into your head when you think of Ohio, but the two-mile 

Ledges Trail in Cuyahoga National Park skirts the tops of sandstone cliffs that tower a couple hundred feet above the 

Cuyahoga River. Go in the evening for spectacular sunsets. 

 

Oklahoma:  

Mount Scott Overlook 

This out-and-back trail is just under 3 miles of paved road to the top, so it's a good choice if you're looking for easier 

terrain (although it's still relatively steep). The top features views of the landscape, and it's a great place to stop and 

hang out for a picnic with fellow hikers. 

 

Turkey Mountain Yellow Trail 

Where: Tulsa 

Difficulty: Easy to Strenuous 

Length: 4.5 miles 

Features: Great views and a mix of alternate trail options. 

 

Ouachita Trail  

You’ll need three to four weeks to thru-hike the 192-mile Ouachita Trail, bridging Oklahoma and Arkansas. Weekenders 

can nab the choicest 20-mile segment by starting at Talimena State Park, the trail’s western terminus, and hiking east 

over steep, rocky terrain that ranks as the trail’s toughest but rewards hikers with expansive views. Spur paths to the 

Potato Hills, Panorama, and Holson Valley vistas overlook mountains that melt into the horizon.  

 

Oregon:  

Multnomah Falls Trail 

Surprisingly, the best hike in Oregon is not, in fact, the Oregon Trail (as the classic video game might lead people to 

believe). This breathtaking 2-mile trail in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is even better, thanks to its 

views of Multnomah Falls and the Benson Bridge. 

 

Trail of Ten Falls Loop 

This descriptively named 7.8-mile loop in Silver Falls State Park features, well, ten waterfalls, one of which is 178 feet 

tall. The trail winds through enormous old-growth Douglas fir and hemlock and even dips behind one of falls for a 

rare through-the-curtain view. The hike is lovely year-round, but spring runoff puts the falls at their girthiest.  

 

Watchman Peak Trail 
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Located in Crater Lake National Park in Southern Oregon, the Watchman Peak Trail offers incredible vistas of Crater 

Lake, Wizard Island and the Rogue River National Forest. Only 1.8 miles roundtrip, this moderately trafficked trail is 

perfect for both nighttime stargazing and sunrise chasing. 

 

Pennsylvania:  

Bushkill Falls Red and Blue Trail 

This popular 1.9-mile trail requires a $15 entrance fee, but it's well worth it for its views of the namesake Bushkill Falls. 

(AllTrails reviewers suggest getting there early to avoid crowds, and be prepared for some cardio.) 

 

Glen Onoko Run Trail 

Where: Jim Thorpe 

Difficulty: Strenuous 

Length: 2.1 miles 

Features: Impressive waterfalls and caves. 

 

Tumbling Waters Trail 

Panoramas across the bucolic Delaware River Valley are reason enough to hike the Tumbling Waters Trail, a three-mile 

loop in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, but the trail also passes a delightful two-tiered waterfall 

surrounded by black birches. From the Pocono Environmental Education Center, hike clockwise to explore groves of red 

cedar, glacier-scarred bedrock, IMAX-sized views of New Jersey’s verdant Kittatinny Ridge (a 400-mile arm of the 

Appalachian Mountains), and wetlands filled with singing frogs.  

 

Rhode Island:  

Cliff Walk 

This paved trail takes Newport visitors on a 6.7 mile seaside journey. Set along the coastline, hikers will be able to check 

out some of the town's most spectacular mansions from the back during their trek. 

 

Breakheart Loop 

Where: Exeter 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 6.3 miles 

Features: Pond views and incredible foliage. 

 

Long Pond Woods Wildlife Refuge 
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Even if you’re not mad about birds, the Audubon Society’s 220-acre Long Pond Woods Wildlife Refuge dazzles 

with vistas over hemlock-shrouded Long Pond. Warblers and hooded mergansers congregate here because the terrain is 

too rough for most everybody else. The 2.2-mile hiking trail is steep and rocky enough to require scrambling in some 

sections, but from its high points, you overlook Long Pond’s shimmering waters and hardwoods that blaze red and 

orange come fall.  

 

South Carolina:  

Carrick Creek Loop 

Carrick Creek Falls is the prime feature of this 1.9-mile hike in Table Rock State Park. Along the way, hikers will come 

across creek crossings with and without bridges. 

 

Table Rock Trail 

Where: Pickens 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: 4 miles 

Features: Breathtaking views and great waterfalls. 

 

Foothills Trail 

Escape low-country heat and humidity on the Foothills Trail, which follows the Middle Fork of the Saluda River on its 

cascading route out of the Appalachians. Arrive early to beat weekend crowds: Rangers at Jones Gap State Park, where 

the trail originates, block access when the park has reached max capacity, which ensures that the Saluda’s swimming 

holes stay pristine.  

 

South Dakota:  

Cathedral Spires Trail 

This trail features the incredible rock formations known as Cathedral Spires in Custer State Park. In the heart of Black 

Hills National Forest, the 1.6-mile trail is also in a favorite spot for rock climbing (naturally). 

 

Sylvan Lake Harney Trail 

Where: Custer 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 7 miles 

Features: Miles-long views from the top of majestic rock formations. 
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Black Elk Peak 

After more than 150 years as Harney Peak, South Dakota’s 7,242-foot high point was renamed Black Elk Peak in 2016, 

but its stunning views of granite cliffs and ponderosa pines remain unchanged. From Sylvan Lake in the Black Hills’ 

Custer State Park, hike four miles east on Trail 9S to Black Elk’s granite summit and its medieval-looking stone fire tower. 

Then loop south for four miles on Trails 3 and 4, following the scrambly spur atop Little Devil’s Tower for jaw-dropping 

views of the knifelike Cathedral Spires.  

 

Tennessee:  

Charlies Bunion via Appalachian Trail 

On this 8.6-mile trail, hikers will get a glimpse of plenty of wildflowers—and Charlies Bunyon itself. This mountain's odd 

moniker comes from the boulder-like formation that protrudes just below the summit. 

 

Alum Cave Trail to Mount LeConte 

There was no question that Great Smoky Mountains National Park would be home to Tennessee’s best hike, but with 

more than 850 miles of footpaths in the park that lead to waterfalls, mountaintops, trout-filled streams, historic cabins, 

overlooks, and wildflower meadows, exactly which trail deserved top honors was a harder decision. The 11-mile round-

trip Alum Cave Trail is as good a pick as any. It leads you through old-growth hardwood forest, on log bridges over 

gushing mountain streams, and up stairways cut into the living rock to the massive rock overhangs for which the trail is 

named. Continue past the caves and be rewarded with one of the best views in the park from atop the 6,594-foot 

Mount LeConte and a stay at the rustic LeConte Lodge, the highest guesthouse in the eastern United States.  

 

Chickasaw Park Loops 

Location: Henderson, TN in Chickasaw State Park, 80 miles northeast of Memphis 

Length: 3.3-mile round-trip loop 

Difficulty Rating: Easy/Intermediate 

Best For: Family outings and easy strolls 

Dogs: Leashed 

Chickasaw State Park is a small park nestled in the heart of the Chickasaw State Forest. Despite its small size, there is 

plenty to do, including camping, hiking, park events, boating and horseback riding; there are even horses at the park 

available to rent. Additionally, the interpretive programs about the history of some of the older buildings are a fantastic 

way to learn more about the park, plus kids can enjoy the birding or school programs. And with its proximity to the state 

forest, there is even more hiking, biking or riding to explore nearby. At a little over 3 miles long, the Chickasaw Park 

Loops hike utilizes many of the trails in the park and is welcoming to hikers of all ages. From the main parking area off 

Cabin Lane, take the Forked Pine Trail, staying left at the fork, before jumping onto the Friends Trail, a well-worn trail 

that meanders through the woods, crossing several small streams. As the trail loops back toward the lake, take a left and 

briefly follow Lake Shore Loop to reach Owens Spring Trail. The Owens Spring Trail extends a little ways south of the lake 

and is a nice option to get away from some of the crowds. Before you know it you’ll be back at the Lake Shore Loop 

which you can follow either direction. To follow the hike as mapped on Hiking Project, take a right to continue along the 

shoreline, and at the four-way junction, head onto the small connector that leads to the Forked Pine Trail. Enjoy the old-

growth forest as you head back to the parking area. 
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Texas:  

Sculpture Falls Hike at Barton Creek 

About four miles long, this out-and-back trail is a dream destination for dog owners. At the end, you'll find a swimming 

hole for the both of you, so bring your swimsuit (and water shoes to protect your feet from rocks). 

 

North Shore Trail 

Where: Flower Mound 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 12 miles 

Features: Well-maintained grounds, lake views, and a variety of terrain. 

 

McKittrick Ridge 

In any season, McKittrick Ridge, in Guadalupe Mountains National Park, dazzles hikers with its vast panoramas of 

limestone peaks and feathery pines. But in October, the views pulsate red and gold as McKittrick Canyon’s maple, 

walnut, and ash trees ignite with fall color. From Dog Canyon, on the park’s north side, hike 7.5 miles east to the ridge. 

Camp at 7,700 feet for sunset and sunrise views over the ribbon of amber.  

 

Utah:  

Canyon Overlook Trail 

Zion National Park is known as one of the most spectacular destinations in the country, and this 1-mile out-and-back 

trail offers visitors an incredible taste of the region (without overly challenging terrain). There are handrails in many 

steep places along the trail but fair warning: Considering its incredible vantage of Zion Canyon from above, it's not for 

those with a fear of heights. 

 

Donut Falls Trail 

Where: Sandy 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 2.9 miles 

Features: A beautiful waterfall at the end. 

 

Wire Pass–Buckskin Gulch Trail 

The likelihood is slim of ever getting a lottery permit to hike the super-popular Wave, and Antelope Canyon is expensive. 

For something that rewards with both slot canyon scenery and red serrated sandstone formations, the Wire Pass–
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Buckskin Gulch Trail, in south-central Utah, is ideal, especially for novice hikers or those with kids. You can opt for the 

3.4-mile Wire Pass round-trip hike, or enter Wire Pass and extend your trip along Buckskin until you’re ready to turn 

around. —T.Z. 

 

Vermont:  

Little Rock Pond via Long Trail 

In Vermont's Green Mountain National Forest, visitors to this 4.8-mile trail can enjoy more than hiking. It's also a 

favorite spot for fishing and camping and has all the makings of a perfect outdoor weekend adventure. 

 

Sunset Ridge at Mansfield Mountain 

Where: Underhill 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: 5.7 miles 

Features: Fantastic views of Lake Champlain and the Green Mountain range. 

 

Camel’s Hump 

Most people who want to knock off one big hike in the Green Mountains tend to head for the summit of 

Mount Mansfield, the tallest peak in Vermont. But for fewer crowds and equally stunning views, hike to the top 

of Camel’s Hump. At about six miles long, this out-and-back trail climbs over 2,000 feet and past the wreckage of a plane 

crash before you hit the summit. It’s a great day hike that usually takes a few hours to complete. —A.G. 

 

Virginia:  

White Oak Canyon 

If you want a challenge and some alone time, this 9.5-mile trail in Shenandoah National Park is usually only moderately 

trafficked—probably because it's rated as difficult. But this waterfall will more than make up for the extra effort. 

 

Old Rag Trail 

Where: Sperryville 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 8.9 miles 

Features: Like a "jungle gym for adults," with crazy awesome views at the top. 

 

Three Ridges Hike 
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This classic 14-miler takes you through the scenic vistas of the George Washington and Jefferson National Forest along 

the Appalachian Trail. Plentiful shelters along the loop make this circuit perfect for an overnight backpacking trip for 

hikers of all levels. —Jeremy Rellosa, assistant editor 

 

Washington:  

Ozette Triangle Trail 

Set on the Olympic peninsula, this 9.4-mile loop explores both Washington's famously verdant forest and its rocky 

coastline. A little over three miles in, you'll hit the beach of Cape Alava, which just so happens to be the westernmost 

point in the continental United States. (As you can see, it's the perfect spot to set up camp for a while with a portable 

hammock.) 

 

Rattlesnake Ledge 

Where: North Bend 

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 

Length: 4 miles 

Features: Great views of Rattlesnake Lake. 

 

Yellow Aster Butte 

Unlike Mount Baker or Shuksan, this northern 7.5-mile round-trip hike requires no mountaineering equipment or 

experience—though it does offer a great view of both peaks. You’ll gain 2,500 feet as you traverse south-facing slopes 

before you top out at 6,150 feet. Turn around for a view into Canada. —Ruben Kimmleman, editorial fellow 

 

West Virginia:  

Loudoun Heights Trail to Split Rock Trail 

This 6.6-mile loop is located in what was named after The Battle of Loudoun Heights during the Civil War. It overlooks 

the historic town of Harpers Ferry, with its 19th-century buildings and architecturally interesting bridges. 

 

Maryland Heights 

Where: Harpers Ferry 

Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous 

Length: 5.3 miles 

Features: Lots of great views and dotted with Civil War fortifications. 

 

Spruce Knob/Seneca Creek 
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This 16.5-mile circuit offers pockets of deciduous and Pacific Northwest–like evergreen canopies, secluded waterfalls, 

meadows, and panoramic views of West Virginia’s Monongahela National Forest. You can rest at Judy Springs, one of the 

most scenic campsites in the region. For the cherry on top, go in mid-October, when the air is crisp and the leaves are 

at peak color.  

 

Wisconsin:  

Devil’s Lake Loop 

Set in Devil's State Park, this trail is aptly named: The 4.8-mile hike is devilishly steep. But it's worth the sweat when you 

get to the top, thanks to incredible views of various unique rock formations and Devil's Lake below. 

 

Geneva Lake Shore Path 

Not all hikes have to be arduous. In Wisconsin, the Geneva Lake Shore Path provides a leisurely stroll, spanning 21 miles 

around Geneva Lake and the surrounding mansions. Best in autumn, the leaves are eye-popping colors and offer some 

of the Midwest's more remarkable views. 

 

Copper Falls 

Now, you’re really heading North, all the way up to Copper Falls State Park. This is where you’ll find some of the wildest 

and most remote parts of Wisconsin’s share of the North Country National Scenic Trail. The opportunity to hike some of 

the North Country Trail (NCT) is one of the biggest appeals of visiting the area. The Doughboy’s Trail is a simple 1.7-mile 

walk that allows you to see two of the area’s highlights: Copper Falls and Brownstone Falls. Follow the NCT along Bad 

River before turning off near Brownstone Falls to finish the loop. 

 

Wyoming:  

Jenny Lake Trail 

Head counterclockwise around Jenny Lake, and you'll be treated to beautiful vistas of the surrounding Grand Tetons 

National Park. Along the 7.4-mile loop, you'll spot waterfalls and wildlife, but beware—that may include grizzly bears, so 

make noise as you hike to avoid startling them. 

 

North Rim At The Grand Canyon At Yellowstone 

Where: Yellowstone National Park 

Difficulty: Moderate 

Length: 3.8 miles 

Features: Breathtaking views of the canyon and waterfalls. 
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The Cirque of the Towers Trail 

The granite spires that make up the Cirque of the Towers, in the heart of Wyoming’s Wind River range, contain some of 

the finest rock climbing in the country. But the range is also a hiker’s dream: lake, rivers, fishing, views, wildflowers, you 

name it. The 18-mile out and back Cirque of the Towers Trail gets you right into the business. And don’t forget to stock 

up at the Great Outdoor Shop in nearby Pinedale before launching off into the backcountry. 
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