
Emmaline Bags & Patterns Copyright 2016 - All Rights Reserved 

	 	



 

Emmaline Bags & Patterns Copyright 2016 - All Rights Reserved 

2 

Miss Maggie’s Handbag - A Free Pattern 
 

Designed by Janelle MacKay - Emmaline Bags & Patterns 
Copyright 2016 - All Rights Reserved 

 
Finished Size:  Width - 11” (28 cm) x Height - 10” (25 cm) x Depth - 4” (10 cm) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Miss Maggie’s Handbag is a great starting point for any beginner to advanced bag maker. It starts out as a simple 
handbag that allows you to use several styles of our Emmaline Strap Anchors, and after you personalize it with your 
own style, it will become one of your favorite bags. I fell it love with this simple, yet classic shape & decided it was the 
perfect bag for makers to either leave as is, or dress up with pockets and accents to suit their own style.  
 
The instructions will show you how to make simple straps, an inside slip pocket, and insert purse feet. From there, if 
you would like to add: inside or outside zipper pockets, zipper openings, bag lock closures, accent fabrics, or any other 
fancy bag features, you can follow the free tutorials on our blog or elsewhere to make it exactly to suit your own 
personal style. So let this free pattern show you how “keeping it simple” can look stylish, professional, and classy. 
 
Version #1: To get this look, use our “Diamond” Strap 
Anchors & Cuddle Suede in Saddle from Shannon 
Fabrics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version #3: To get this look, use our “Long John” 
Strap Anchors & a garment weight leather for the 
exterior, with a center seam down the middle of the 
front and back panels. Check out the cutting directions 
further along for tips on how to cut your fabric for a 
seam down the middle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Version #2: To get this look, use our “Top Edge” Strap 
Anchors & black vinyl. Add one of our Metal Bag 
Labels for extra interest and style. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version #4: To get this look, use our “Edgwena” Strap 
Anchors & a nice bold feature print in quilting cotton. 
This fabric by Hoffman California Fabrics. Get the 
Tassel Cap Hook in our Bag hardware section and add 
some extra bling!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Emmaline Bags & Patterns Copyright 2016 - All Rights Reserved 

3 

 
MATERIALS:  Yardages are approximate. Note: Less fabric may be used if you are not using a directional print. 
 
Fabric & Interfacing: 
1/2 yd./0.50 m  Exterior fabric (quilting cotton, home décor cotton, leather, vinyl) 
1/2 yd./0.50 m      Lining fabric (quilting cotton or similar weight woven fabric)  
2 yd./2 m Interfacing - light-medium weight fusible woven interfacing such as Pellon Shapeflex SF101 
Large Scrap Heavy Interfacing (Stabilizer) - Pellon Peltextm, Stiff Stufftm, Timtextm or Similar  
17” x 26”                Foam Stabilizer - By Annie’s Soft & Stabletm, automotive headliner, Bosal in-R-Formtm, or  
(43 cm x 66 cm)            Pellon Flex-foamtm  
 
Zippers & Bag Hardware: 
(1) Magnetic snap - Any size will do. Available at emmalinebags.com 
(4) Purse feet - 1/2” (12 mm) Available at emmalinebags.com 
(4) Double-cap Rivets - The size will depend on your fabric choice. Use size Small (6 mm) post for thinner cotton 
material & Medium (8 mm) post for thicker vinyl and Leather. Available at emmalinebags.com 
(2) Heavy Duty Press Snaps - Kits available from your local sewing store or emmalinebags.com. 
(1) Metal Bag label - (Optional) Available at emmalinebags.com. 
(4) Emmaline Strap Anchors: http://emmalinebags.com/collections/bag-hardware/bag-hardware_strap-
connectors-anchors   
Choose from: 

• “Long John” - To be attached on the front & back of the bag during construction. 
• “Diamond” - To be attached on the front & back of the bag during construction. 
• “Edgwena” - To be attached on the finished top of the bag opening after construction. 
• “Top Edge” - To be attached on the finished top of the bag opening after construction. 

Notions & Tools: 
- Thread to match all fabrics 
- WashAway Wonder Tape or similar double-sided wash away tape 1/4” wide for zipper attachment (optional) 
- Rotary Cutting Tool, Cutting Mat, and Large Ruler 
- Walking foot (Quilting foot, Even Feed, or Duel Feed attachment) for your sewing machine 
- Mini screw driver 
- Permanent Glue (Clear drying fast tack, such as E-6000, Quick Grip, Rubber cement) 
- Leather Punch or Awl 
 

PRINTING INFORMATION:  
** Please consider saving paper and ink, by printing only the pattern pieces.  To print accurately, open in 
ADOBE READER from a computer, and when printing make sure that the “scaling” is set to “none” or “actual size” 
in the print properties.  A 1”x1” test square is shown beside the pattern pieces for you to use as a guide. Print the 
pattern and measure the square to check printing accuracy. Check out this tutorial for help printing accurately: 
http://emmalinebags.blogspot.ca/2013/04/how-to-print-your-pdf-sewing-patterns.html 
 
COPYRIGHT AND LICENSING INFORMATION: 

§ You may sell items made from this pattern in your shop or market stall; however this pattern is not to be 
used for mass production. 

§ You may not claim this pattern as your own or allow others to use it. Do not make copies of this pattern; 
this pattern is for personal and limited commercial use for one purchaser only.  

NOTES:  Read pattern instructions completely before starting.   
Seam Allowances are 3/8” (1 cm) unless otherwise specified. Always backstitch at the beginning and end of  
seams. Use a longer stitch length for thicker fabrics and topstitching (3 - 3.5). Fabric Requirements are based on a 44” 
(112 cm) width. 
 
Legend for Abbreviations:  RS = right side of fabric  WS = wrong side of fabric 

Special Notes and Things to Consider: 
- Measurements to cut interfacing for the exterior pieces and handbag straps are provided for those that are using a 

lighter fabric like quilting cotton. If you are using a vinyl or leather for these, you will not need to cut and fuse this 
interfacing.  

- If you like the look of Version #3 with a seam down the center of the exterior front & back, use this cutting option:      
☐(4) 8 3/8” x 13” (21.1 cm x 21.6 cm) for Exterior Front & Back if making a center seam. 

- There are 2 strap lengths given, because 2 of the strap anchor styles are attached lower on the bag front/back. 
Both lengths are a “handbag” length, not a “shoulder bag” length. Lengthen the straps to suit you. 
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STEP 1 - Cut Your Pieces: 
Note: Pattern pieces are cut using your rotary cutter, mat and ruler. All cutting measurements are width x height.  
Use the check boxes “☐” to keep track of the pieces you have cut. 
 
From Exterior Fabric:   

☐ (2) 16 x 13” (40.6 cm x 33 cm) for Exterior Front & Back 
 or	☐ (4) 8 3/8” x 13” (21.1 cm x 33 cm) for Exterior Front & Back if making a center seam. 
☐(2) 16” x 3” (40.6 cm x 7.6 cm) for Interior Top Facing 
Handbags Straps, choose from: 
☐ (2) 4” x 17” (10 cm x 43 cm) for Handbag Straps (suggested for Strap Anchors “Edgwena” & “Top Edge”) 
 or  ☐ (2) 4” x 20” (10 cm x 50.8 cm) for Handbag Straps (for Strap Anchors “Long Johns” & “Diamond”) 

 
From Lining Fabric:  

☐ (2) 16” x 10 1/2” (40.6 cm x 26.7 cm) for Lining Front & Back 
☐ (1) 10” x 10” (25 cm x 25 cm) for Lining Slip Pocket 

 
From the Fusible Interfacing:  

☐ (2) 15 1/2 x 12 1/2” (39.4 cm x 31.75 cm) for Exterior Front & Back (for quilting weight fabrics). 
or	☐ (4) 8” x 12 1/2” (20 cm x 31.75 cm) for Exterior Front & Back if making a center seam. 

☐ (2) 15 1/2” x 2 1/2” (39.4 cm x 6.35 cm) for Interior Top Facing 
☐ (2) 15 1/2” x 10” (39.4 cm x 25.4 cm) for Lining Front & Back 
☐ (1) 9 1/2” x 9 1/2” (24 cm x 24 cm) for Lining Slip Pocket 
Handbags Straps, choose from: 
☐ (2) 3 3/4” x 16” (9.5 cm x 40.6 cm) for Handbag Straps (suggested for Strap Anchors “Edgwena” & “Top Edge”) 
 or  ☐ (2) 3 3/4” x 19” (9.5 cm x 48 cm) for Handbag Straps (for Strap Anchors “Long Johns” & “Diamond”) 

 
From the Heavy Interfacing (Stabilizer):   

☐ (1) Rectangle 3 1/2” x 12” high (9 cm x 30.5 cm) for the Bag Bottom 
 

From the Foam Stabilizer Interlining:   
☐ (1) Rectangle 17” x 26” (43 cm x 66 cm) for the Exterior Front/Back Panel (HINT: You don’t have to cut a piece 
exactly this size, it just needs to be at least this size. You can use a large size and cut it down later.) 
 

Quick Cutting Chart: 
- Measurements to cut interfacing for the exterior pieces and handbag straps are provided for those that are using a 

lighter fabric like quilting cotton. If you are using a vinyl or leather for these, you will not need to cut and fuse this 
interfacing.  

- If you like the look of Version #3 with a seam down the center of the exterior front & back, use this cutting option:      
☐(4) 8 3/8” x 13” (21.1 cm x 21.6 cm) for Exterior Front & Back if making a center seam. 

- There are 2 strap lengths given, because 2 of the strap anchor styles are attached lower on the bag front/back. Both 
lengths are a “handbag” length, not a “shoulder bag” length. Lengthen the straps to suit you. 
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STEP 2 – Attach The Interfacing: 
 
For Fusible Interfacing:  
Use your manufacturer’s directions to iron fusible interfacing onto the WS of the corresponding fabric pieces, centering the 
interfacing when needed. Testing interfacing on a sample fabric is recommended. Note: The foam stabilizer and Heavy 
Interfacing (Peltex) will be added later in the instructions. For right now, please only fuse the Fusible Interfacing in the cutting 
list (the far right column in the cutting chart.) 
 
STEP 3 – Make The Exterior Shell: 
 
Make the Handbag Straps:  
Note: The bag straps for the “Long John” and “Diamond” Strap Anchors will be installed while making the exterior shell, so 
it’s handy to have the straps premade and ready to go. If you are using other strap anchors that are attached after the 
completion of the bag, you may prefer to wait to make those straps later. I like to make my exterior fabric pieces all at the 
same time though, so that I am not switching thread often. 
 
Tip: In these instructions, we use double-cap rivets to assemble our bag straps. If you need a great tutorial on using rivets, 
go here: http://blog.chriswdesigns.com/2011/03/how-to-install-rivets.html 
 
1. To make the straps, fold 1/4” (6 mm) on each short end of   

the strap to the WS and press. Note: if you are using vinyl 
or leather for your straps, you can leave these ends raw 
and unfolded and use a leather paint on the ends. 

2. Fold the strap in half length-wise, WS together, and press. 
3. Open again and fold outside edges towards centerfold line  

and press. 
4. Fold entire strip in half once again, meeting folded edges  

together and press. 
5. Topstitch around all 4 sides using a 1/8” seam allowance. 
6. Thread 1 strap anchor ring onto 1 end of a strap and fold  

over the end 1” (25 mm), or longer if desired. Clip in place. 
7. Use a punch to make a hole, and install a double-cap rivet 

to hold in place. If not using rivets: sew a box over the end 
that is folded over to anchor it in place. Repeat to attach  
the other strap anchor to the other end of the strap.  
Tip: For extra security, stitch the box AND use a rivet! 

 
Place your bag straps to the side for now and get ready 
to make the exterior shell! 
 
Make the Exterior Front/Back Panel:  
1. If you are not making a center seam on the front & back pieces, 

and using (2) 16 x 13” (40.6 cm x 33 cm) for Exterior Front &  
Back, you can skip to step 3.  

2. If you are using the (4) 8 3/8” x 13” (21.1 cm x 33 cm) for 
Exterior Front & Back and making a center seam, you will need 
to sew 2 pieces together to make one panel. With RS together, 
pin 2 of these rectangles together along the long 13” (33 cm) side, 
and stitch together. Repeat to stitch the other two pieces together.  
Press the seam allowance open, and topstitch decorative stitching 
1/8” (3 mm) on either side of the seam lines. (Diagram above right) 
Hint: The diagrams in the instructions will not show this seam. 
 
 
 
 

3. Using a gridded ruler, mark a 2” x 2” (5 cm x 5 cm) square in  
the BOTTOM left and right corners of the Exterior Front & Back  
pieces. Cut off the using the drawn lines. 

4. Place the Exterior Front & Back pieces RS together, and pin  
across the bottom edges. Sew across the bottom edge to join.  

5. Press the seam allowance open, and topstitch decorative  
stitching 1/8” (3 mm) on either side of the seam line.  
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Attach the Foam Stabilizer:  
Note: Using a walking foot/quilting foot is recommended for sewing with foam stabilizer to reduce puckers and fabric sliding. 
Use a walking foot for the rest of Step 3. 
1. With RS up, pin the Exterior Front/Back Panel on the foam stabilizer (By Annie’s Soft & Stabletm, Automotive Headliner, 

Bosaltm, or Pellon Flexfoamtm). Pin every few inches, around all sides.  
2. Machine baste the panel to the  

foam using a ¼” (6 mm) seam   
allowance, and a long basting  
stitch. Make sure you do not  
travel over the 3/8” (1 cm) seam  
allowance you will be using later,  
or those stitches will show after  
the bag is constructed.  

3. Carefully trim next to your  
basting stitches, cutting away  
all of the foam out of your seam  
allowances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tip:  If you are using leather or vinyl for your exterior fabric, the foam interlining is going 
to add too much thickness in your seams and you will have trouble with the thickness 
while stitching it together later. To fix this, start & stop your basting stitches 1”(25 mm) 
from every corner, leaving the corners unstitched, and when trimming the foam from the  
seam allowances in step 3, trim away the corners too. This is what that will look like 
from the back:  
 
 
 
 
Attach the Base & Purse Feet:  
1. Mark the 4 purse feet positions on 

the heavy interfacing (Peltex, Stiff 
Stuff, or Timtex) 3 1/2” x 12” high  
(9 cm x 30.5 cm) for Bag Bottom  
by measuring in 2” (5 cm)  
from each short end and 3/4” (19 mm) 
in from each side.  

2. While you are here, measure and mark the centers on each  
of the short ends (1 3/4” (44 mm) from each side. 

3. Working on the WS of the Front/Back panel, center the Bag Bottom 
over the middle seam, line up the center marks on the short sides  
with the seam on the bottom of the panel and clip to hold in place.  
Tip: If desired, use glue or double-sided tape to hold this in place. 

4. Using a 1/4” seam allowance and a longer basting stitch, attach the  
Bag Bottom to the Front/Back panel by sewing in the seam  
allowances as shown. Hint: If you would like to sew a large rectangle 
around the border of the Peltex to give you a more defined looking  
base, feel free to do so!   

5. Use a punch or an awl to make holes on your purse feet placement  
markings. Push the feet in from the RS of the fabric and install using 
the provided purse feet washers. Tip: I like to put the washer over the 
prongs using just one of the two slot holes only, and then split the 
prongs, pressing them down and apart. Glue a scrap of fabric or  
fleece over the prongs and washer on the WS of the Bag Bottom to  
prevent the metal parts from rubbing through your lining fabric.  
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Attach the Strap Anchors (“Long John” or “Diamond”):  
Note: If you are using the “Top Edge” or “Edgwena” Strap Anchors, 
those will be installed after the bag is completed. These instructions 
will only be for the “Long John” or “Diamond” Strap Anchor installation. 
Tip: Because we have used foam interlining, I haven’t suggested  
additional stabilizer/interfacing in the strap anchor attachment locations,  
but if you are going to carry very heavy weight or are not using the  
foam interfacing, you will need to add firm/heavy interfacing or stabilizer  
such as Pellon Peltex to the areas where the strap anchors are attached.   
1. Fold the Front/Back Exterior panel in half length-wise, and make  

a crease with your fingertips at center. Mark this in the seam  
allowance with a pen. Do this at both ends. 

2. Line up the top edge of the appropriate paper template (found at 
the end of these instructions) to the raw fabric edge at the top of 
one end of the front/back panel, making sure to match the center 
markings on the template and the fabric, and pin in place.  
Follow the specific installation instructions found on the paper 
template page, to install the strap anchors first on one end of the  
panel, and then the other. Hint: Keep the protective plastic on  
your bag hardware until after the bag is completed. 

 
Attach a Metal Bag Label:  
If you are attaching a metal bag label embellishment on the front 
of your bag, now would be the time to attach that to the center front 
of the bag, or any other desired spot. Hint: If your label doesn’t  
come with protective plastic pin or tape fabric or plastic over it for  
the rest of the bag construction, so that it doesn’t get scratched. 
 
Finish the Exterior Shell: 
1. With the front/back panel WS out, fold the panel in half so the top edges of the front and back come together and the 

side edges match up.  
2. Pin along the 2 sides and sew together. Press the side seams open. Tip: This is easiest to do using a sleeve board, or if 

you don’t have one of these, you can open out the seam allowance and press one side back, flip over the bag and press 
the other side back. Remember that you are pressing on foam/vinyl, and this could melt at high temperatures. Use a 
pressing cloth and/or extreme care.  

3. Lay the side seam down over the center of the bottom of the bag,  
matching seams. Pin or clip in place. 

4. Sew across the open edge to form a boxed corner.  
5. Stitch another seam 1/8” (3 mm) to the outside of this for  

reinforcement. After you turn the bag RS out to check to make  
sure it looks amazing, you can then trim off the excess fabric  
close to the second seam line.  

 
STEP 4 – Make The Lining Pieces: 
 
Prepare the Lining:  
Just as you did to the exterior front and back, use a gridded ruler 
to mark a 2” x 2” (5 cm x 5 cm) square in the BOTTOM left and  
right corners of the (2) 16” x 10 3/8” (40.6 cm x 26.4 cm) for  
Lining Front & Back. Cut off the using the drawn lines. 
 
Make the Slip Pocket:  
1. Fold the (1) 10” x 10” (25 cm x 25 cm) for Lining Slip Pocket,    

RS together. (If the print is directional, it should be going up  
and down, and not left to right.) Pin around the sides with raw  
edges.  

2. Using a 1/4” (6 mm) seam allowance, sew the sides with raw  
edges together, leaving a 3” (8 cm) gap for turning in the center 
bottom. Don’t forget to backstitch starts and stops! TIP: Always  
leave your needle down (in the fabric) when turning corners. 

3. Before turning right side out, press the seam allowance on the  
3” (8 cm) opening open. Do this by first pressing one side back,  
then flipping over and pressing back the other. Clip 4 corners,  
turn, and press. 

4. Stitch 1 or 2 rows of topstitching across the top folded edge at  
about 1⁄4” - 3/8” (6 mm - 1 cm).  
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Attach the Pockets:  
1. Take one only of the Lining Front & Back pieces, and fold it  

in half lengthwise to find the center, and finger press to make  
a crease.  

2. Center the pocket on the folded crease, with the top edge  
2” (5 cm) down from the top. Pin it in place. 

3. Edgestitch 1/8” (3 mm) from the pocket edges, sewing down 
one side, across the bottom and up the other side, leaving  
the top open. TIP: I like to bar tack the stop/starts so that  
they are sturdy. 

4. With a ruler, measure and mark a line through the center of 
the pocket. Sew a seam down the line to divide the pocket  
in half.  

 
Attach the Interior Top Facings:  
1. Place each of the Interior Top Facings RS together with 1 of the Lining Front/Back pieces, matching the bottom 

straight edge of the facing to the top edge of the lining. Pin in place and stitch together. 
2. Press the seam toward the bottom lining and finish with 2  

rows of 1/8” (3 mm) topstitching on the bottom lining piece  
over the seam allowance.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Install the Magnetic Snap: 
1. Fold the tops of each of the lining panels in half length-wise, and make a crease with your fingertips at center. Mark this 

in the seam allowance with a pen. 
2. Measure down 1 1/2” (38 mm) from the top edge center and mark a placement dot for the magnetic snap. Install each 

half of the magnetic on this placement dot. If you haven’t installed a magnetic snap before, here is a tutorial from my 
blog: http://emmalinebags.blogspot.ca/2012/02/how-to-install-magnetic-snap-closure.html 
 

Finish the Lining: 
1. With the front/back panel RS together, Pin along the 2 sides and sew together. Press the side seams open.  
2. Pin the bottom of the lining together as well, but leave a 7” (18 cm) gap for turning unpinned.  
3. Sew the bottom seam at each end, leaving the gap unstitched. 
4. Lay the side seam down over the center of the bottom of the 

bag, matching seams. Pin or clip in place. 
5. Sew across the open edge to form a boxed corner.  
6. Stitch another seam 1/8” (3 mm) to the outside of this for  

reinforcement. After you turn the lining RS out to check it,  
you can then trim off the excess fabric close to the second  
seam line.  

 
STEP 5 – Put It All Together: 
 
Assemble the Exterior and Lining:   
1. With the Exterior WS out and the Lining RS out, insert the lining into the exterior that they are facing RS together.  
2. Pin around the opening, aligning the center front/back and side seams.  
3. Using your walking/quilting foot, sew around the circumference.  
4. Use the hole in the lining to turn the bag RS out. 
5. Pin the turning hole in the lining closed, and then stitch it closed by either machine or hand stitching. 
6. Push the lining into the bag and press exterior bag well to remove any wrinkles. Roll the seam at the top of the bag 

through your fingers to make sure it’s pressed out completely and clip or pin around the opening so that it stays in place. 
Tip: I like to press around the opening so that it’s nice and flat for topstitching in the next step.   

7. Topstitch around the bag opening, using a1/4” (6 mm) seam allowance. 
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Attach the Side Snaps:   
Note: Adding 1 snap set to each side of the bag top is optional. With the snaps, the top edges of the bag pull in nicely to give 
it shape and body, and without them you have a nice wide traditional tote shape.  
1. Mark the snap placements by measuring 1 1/2” (38 mm) down from the top edge of the bag opening and over 1” (2.5 cm) 

from the side seam. Tip: Pin around the area to hold all of the layers of fabric and interlining together so  
they don’t slide and become misaligned. (If you are using vinyl or leather, use clips or binder clips.) 

2. Use the installation instructions on your snap package to  
install 1 set on each side of the bag. Pay special attention  
to how you install them. The nice pretty cap & the back  
side should be inside the bag, and the parts that snap  
together should be on the bag exterior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attach the Strap Anchors (“Top Edge” or “Edgwena”):  
Note: If you are using the “Long John” or “Diamond” strap anchors, your bag is done! If you are using premade leather 
straps, the “Top Edge” or “Edgwena” Strap Anchors, or any other strap anchors to be installed on a finished bag, those can 
be added now! Hint: Keep the protective plastic on your bag hardware until after the bag is completed. 
 
1. Measure the top of the Front & Back Exteriors to find the center and mark with a pin or clip. Tip: If you are using vinyl or 

leather and don’t want to put a pin hole in it, stick the pin in the seam on the top edge. 
2. If you are using “Edgwena” strap anchors: Measure out 2” (5 cm) from the center in either direction, and mark with a 

pin. This is where you will align the inside side edges of your Edgwena Strap anchors. 
a. Slide the strap anchor on, & use a pen to mark the 2 screw holes. 
b. Remove the anchor and use an awl to poke a small hole through the fabric.  
c. Replace the anchor, test for hole alignment and then install the screws. Tip: Press gently in with your screw 

driver and don't spin it in the screw or you may strip your screw head. Use glue in the channels for extra 
security. 

d. If you would like to check all of this out in an online tutorial, you check go to this one on my blog: 
http://emmalinebags.blogspot.ca/2016/08/how-to-attach-strap-anchors-hardware.html 

3. If you are using “Top Edge” strap anchors: Measure out 1/2” (12 mm) from the center in either direction, and mark 
with a pin. This is where you will align the inside side edges of your Top Edge anchors. 

a. Set the backing plate (with holes) on the top edge & use a pen to mark the 4 screw holes. Hint: if you are using 
soft vinyl or leather, you may be able to actually press the front of the anchor into the material and make indents 
where the screw holes are. Double-check & Triple-check your hole alignment before the next step! 

b. Use a leather punch (Size #4 (5/23” or 4 mm) or #5 (11/64” or 5 mm),  to poke your holes through the fabric.  
Tip: I like to use a smaller punch and over lap punch holes left and right to make 
sure that I don’t make too large of a hole that will go to close to the top edge of the  
back and reduce the strength of the anchor. This is what over lapping would look like: 

c. Align the front and back of the anchors on the top of the bag and test for fit. You may need to trim away some 
stray threads to make sure the screws go in easily. You may need to use a flat screwdriver or similar to press 
the fabric into the strap anchor between the screw holes and the top edge.  

d. Install the screws. Tip: Consider using a contact cement or glue on the fabric areas, provided that it works well 
with your fabric content. Use a runny glue very sparingly because it will seep out when the pieces are screwed 
together. 

 
Your bag is now finished! I hope you share all of your photos with us in the Emmaline Sewing Patterns Group on 
Facebook, or hashtag them on Instagram - #emmalinepatterns #emmalinebags  #janelleshandbag 
Happy Sewing! Janelle 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for purchasing an Emmaline Pattern  
If you have any questions, please email Janelle at  

janelle@emmalinebags.com 
www.emmalinebags.com 
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