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Unit Overview

Content Overview:

In this unit, students will participate in a five-day research-based role play that introduces 
the landmark constitutional climate lawsuit Juliana v. U.S. Students will discuss their 
fundamental rights to life, liberty, and property in the face of the climate crisis, and the 
role of U.S courts and youth in addressing this issue. Throughout the role play, students 
will explore the critical elements of the opening statement they will draft by participating 
in a multi-step, jigsaw activity. 

The “Critical Elements of the Opening Statement” include: (1) the impacts of climate 
change, (2) climate change misconceptions, (3) the government’s response to climate 
science, (4) climate action goals and a pathway to climate recovery, (5) claims under the 
public trust doctrine and 5th Amendment, and (6) the unique role of youth in creating 
social and political change.  

Procedural Overview:

The primary activity of the unit will ask students to take on the role of a team of lawyers 
with the mission of protecting earth’s atmosphere and natural systems for present and 
future generations. The trial date is approaching, and the lawyers (students) must prepare 
their opening statement to present to the court. In order to do so, the lawyers will break 
into six groups, with each group researching one of the six critical elements of the 
opening statement. After synthesizing their research, each group of lawyers will present 
their findings to the team as a whole. With the help of the lead lawyer (teacher), students 
will then form new groups, made up of one “expert” from each of the six Elements, and 
collectively they will draft opening statements. At the end of the role play, students will 
discuss what they’ve learned and test how their views have or have not changed with 
regards to the roles played by government, corporations, individuals and technology in 
solving the climate crisis.

Grade Level:  9-12

https://www.jigsaw.org
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Common Core Standards for Literacy in History and  
Social Studies:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects 
of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2 - Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7 - Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

Essential Questions:

• How does climate change pose a threat to our fundamental rights to life, 
liberty, and property?

• What is the role of government and youth in addressing the climate crisis?

Learning Objectives:

• Students Will Be Able To (SWBAT) provide a general overview of Juliana v. 
U.S. 

• SWBAT define climate change and explain its various impacts. 

• SWBAT describe the causes of the climate crisis and explain what a 
pathway to climate recovery could look like. 

• SWBAT analyze multiple sources and synthesize information into a succinct, 
scripted statement. 

• SWBAT argue the role of government and youth in responding to the 
climate crisis.  
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Lesson 1

Central Focus:

This first lesson is designed to set the stage for the role play that students will be 
participating in over the remainder of the unit. In this lesson, students will explore the 
concept of “fundamental rights” as they relate to the climate crisis.  

Procedure:

Warm Up - Fundamental Rights (  10 minutes )

As a warm up to the unit, pose the following question (see powerpoint) to students and 
have them brainstorm their responses either in small groups or individually:

 Time: 70 Minutes

MATERIALS:
Whiteboard and Expo Markers
PowerPoint 

Projector
Graphic Organizers 

Once students have had a moment to reflect on the question, open the discussion up to 
the class as a whole and write students’ responses on the whiteboard. Students will likely 
respond with answers relating to the Bill of Rights, such as: freedom of religion, speech, 
bear arms, etc. Record all answers on the whiteboard.

“What do we have the right to?” 

?

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o1erfqxTTwstl5ZtFSTKmg44tD-OwA6W/edit#slide=id.g5df9e13d31_0_479


5Making the Case for Science-Based Climate Action

?

Follow up this discussion by asking students about their familiarity with the term 
“Fundamental Rights.” Return to the list of rights that have been recorded on the 
whiteboard and have students point out which rights they think are fundamental; 
underline these rights.


“No person shall be...deprived of life, liberty, 

or property without due process of law.”  

Ask students to consider the idea of “liberty:” 

“What does it mean to have a right to ‘liberty’?” 

Follow up this question by asking students: 

“What do you think is currently the greatest threat 
to the right to life, liberty, and property?” 

Have students brainstorm answers, recording responses on the whiteboard. 

Liberty (  5 minutes )

Project the following excerpt taken from the 5th Amendment: 

Teacher Note: here is a glossary of terms, including “fundamental rights”.

?
“Is liberty different from personal freedom? If so, how?”

?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aYDB27fM2VMRbfVs3nZiKj7mX87RzLphw0tzLbkuYLM/edit
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See, Think, Wonder (  10 minutes )

Once students have thoroughly brainstormed responses to questions above, connect 
the topic of fundamental rights to the threat of climate change. Present students with the 
essential question of the unit:

See Think Wonder Image Examples

“Does climate change pose a threat to the 
fundamental right to life, liberty, and property?”  

To help students reflect on this question, present them with several images (see 
powerpoint) that demonstrate the impact of the climate crisis, and have them complete 
the See, Think, Wonder activity. For each image projected, have the students note what 
it is they see in the image, what they think about what they see, and any questions that 
the image brings up for them. Use the See, Think, Wonder graphic organizer to facilitate 
this conversation. 

Debrief as a whole class and follow up on any inquiries that the students have. 

Teacher Note: be sure to measure students’ understanding of ‘due 
process’ and answer any questions.

?

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o1erfqxTTwstl5ZtFSTKmg44tD-OwA6W/edit#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o1erfqxTTwstl5ZtFSTKmg44tD-OwA6W/edit#slide=id.p3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-h9jPgqrp6uz88IqMX-TmTxtS4qGqQiUamKKbjdyDhc/edit?usp=sharing
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Four Corners (  20 minutes )

After completing the See, Think, Wonder exercise, instruct students to stand up and 
leave their belongings at their desks. Inform them that you are going to make several 
statements and that they are to move around the classroom to the corner of the room 
that they identify with. Assign each corner of the room as either strongly disagree, 
disagree, agree, or strongly agree. 

Make the statements that are listed below and have students choose where they wish to 
stand. After each statement, have the students explain their reasoning for choosing their 
position in the room. 
 

• The U.S. is currently experiencing the effects of climate change.

• Solutions to climate change are the responsibility of individuals.

• Solutions to climate change are the responsibility of the fossil fuel industry.

• Solutions to climate change are the responsibility of the U.S government.

• We have a fundamental right to access the essential natural resources we 
need to live, including clean air, water, and soil.

• New technology is enough to fix climate change. 

Strongly Agree Agree

Disagree Strongly Disagree

http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/four-corners
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Juliana vs. U.S. (  5 minutes )

At the end of the Four Corners activity, explain to students that there is currently an 
active campaign to address the United States’ role in the climate crisis underway in 
federal court. Introduce students to Juliana v. U.S., using the powerpoint for support. 
Explain that the case is only possible because 21 youth have spoken up about how the 
climate crisis negatively impacts their lives.

The youth plaintiffs claim:
• every President going back to the 1960’s knew burning fossil fuels would 

cause the climate crisis

• they all nevertheless permitted and subsidized harmful fossil fuel industry 
actions, doing more to cause and perpetuate the climate crisis than any 
other nation

• thus violating the plaintiffs’ fundamental rights 

• and failing in its duty under the Public Trust Doctrine to protect essential 
natural resources.

The Government’s response:
• that the U.S. government does not owe its citizens or future generations a 

duty

• that there are three branches of the U.S. federal government and only the 
Legislative and Executive branches can make decisions about climate policy 
and that the court cannot even review these policy decisions

• and that under the 5th and 14th Amendments Equal Protection Clause, 
children have no special rights or remedy when climate chaos upends their 
lives, freedom, security or property

Here is a video of Plaintiff Aji 
Piper discussing the case while 
testifying before congress [play 
from 19:52- 21:58]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86tkFbWgDEU&feature=youtu.be&t=1193
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86tkFbWgDEU&feature=youtu.be&t=1193
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Meet the Plaintiffs - Speed Dating Discussion (  15 minutes )

Distribute the meet the plaintiff handouts (so that each student has one plaintiff to learn 
about) and one graphic organizer.

Teacher Note: There are eight separate Meet the Plaintiffs handouts, 
each detailing one plaintiff. You will therefore need to make copies to 
make sure that each student gets to represent a plaintiff.

Teacher Note: Information about all 21 plaintiffs can be found here.

Have the students take notes down on their graphic organizer about their plaintiff. 

Arrange desks in the room in a line with students seated on either side so that they 
are facing each other. Assign students seated at one side of the tables as Group A and 
the opposite side as Group B. Set a timer for one minute and instruct Group A to share 
information about their plaintiff with the person sitting across from them. When the timer 
goes off, Group B becomes the speaker. After the initial pairs have finished sharing 
information about their plaintiff, have Group A move down one seat so that they are 
facing a new partner. Continue this process until students have heard the claims of all 8 
plaintiffs represented in this activity. 

As students are participating in the discussion, have them fill in the graphic organizer 
with information about the other plaintiffs. Wrap up the discussion by asking students to 
reflect on how climate change has impacted their communities. Which of the plaintiffs’ 
harms do they identify with? Which surprised them?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ew28a3OKttk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19X7mXEuhOHphxN7kMP0FTnzMLj3dd7rFtQaREYnpkpw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nf3ICC0Kz96BwSf6TH8qmc_m48I6AQtb5AG_FewyzfM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youthvgov.org/meet-the-youth


10Making the Case for Science-Based Climate Action

No Ordinary Lawsuit is a podcast following the 21 young Americans who are suing the 
federal government in the landmark constitutional case, Juliana v. U.S. The podcast will 
take students behind the scenes of the trial and bring to life the stories of these young 
plaintiffs’ fight to reverse the course of climate change. 

The “No Ordinary Lawsuit worksheet” can be used to help students reflect on what they 
learn. Just have them listen to any one of the four full length episodes (12-27 minutes 
each).

Pathway to Climate Recovery  - A safe climate and livable future are possible. Getting 
there is within our reach. This illustrated presentation can facilitate a deeper conversation 
about climate recovery and the remedy being requested in Juliana v. U.S.

Lesson 1: Extended Learning Opportunity

 Extended Learning

https://www.noordinarylawsuit.org/noordinarylawsuit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HzxEYYxImLO6U5ccJj1_2fnQeBTMzrkP4uLgS0imACU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/pathway
https://www.noordinarylawsuit.org/noordinarylawsuit
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Lesson 2

Central Focus:

This lesson marks the beginning of the role play and the jigsaw activity. Students will be 
divided up into expert groups and introduced to the critical components of the opening 
statement.

Procedure:

Warm Up - Debrief “No Ordinary Lawsuit” (  5 minutes )

Collect the extended learning activity from Lesson 1. Have students discuss with a partner 
their responses to the claim that the government’s support of the fossil fuel energy 
systems infringes on the plaintiffs right to life, liberty, and property. Have students share 
out with the class.
 
Jigsaw - Forming Groups (  5 minutes )

The jigsaw classroom technique is a learning strategy that has been shown to increase 
collaboration, reading comprehension, and student engagement. Begin by dividing the 
students into 6 groups, assigning each group one of the following topics (or “Critical 
Elements”):

1. Impacts of Climate Change

2. Climate Change Misconceptions

3. Government Response to Climate Science   

4.  Action Goals and Pathways to Climate Recovery

5. Public Trust and 5th Amendment

6. The Role of Youth in Political Change

 Time: 70 Minutes

MATERIALS:
Whiteboard and Expo Markers
PowerPoint 
Projector

Graphic Organizers
Computer Access 
for Students 

https://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/strategy/strategy036.shtml
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Teacher Note: Groups can be organized according to teacher preference. 
Teacher may consider breaking students up into 12 groups, with two 
groups assigned to each topic.

KWL - Assessing Background Knowledge (  10 minutes )

Distribute the KWL graphic organizer and have students complete the first two columns - 
What I KNOW, and What I WANT to know. They can work either individually or as a group. 
The KWL activity engages students in the new topic and activates their prior learning. 
Collect the KWL at the end of the lesson to assess students’ comprehension of their 
assigned topics. 

Critical Elements of the Opening Statement (  15 minutes )

Run through the slideshow presentation with the students. At the beginning of each 
section, ask the students assigned to that Critical Element what they already know about 
the topic and what they want to know more about. Have students take notes as you 
lead them through the powerpoint presentation. Stop periodically between sections to 
address any questions that students may have. 

Introduce the Role Play (  5 minutes )

Inform students that they will be spending the next four lessons participating in a 
research-based role play that discusses the critical elements of their Juliana v. U.S. 
opening statement. Organize students so that they are sitting in a U-shaped layout. 
Introduce yourself as the lead lawyer and the students as your legal team. Read out the 
following to explain the premise of the role play to the students: 

“We are all gathered here today because we share a common goal -  to 
protect the earth’s atmosphere and natural systems for present and future 
generations. The latest scientific research has shown us the imminent 
threat of climate change, and our historical research has evidenced the U.S 
governments’ role in perpetuating the systems that cause it. 

We are here today because we seek systemic, science-based emissions 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/k-w-l-charts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10_Ccp8CKxlm25P76hHD0nSj6qiKr8-IsaY-crBtAaxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://classroom.synonym.com/adhd-checklist-school-7882870.html
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reductions through national climate recovery policies, and are prepared to 
argue our claim in federal court. Our trial date is approaching, and we must 
prepare the plaintiffs’ opening statement. 

Each of you has been assigned a topic that is critical to the development of 
our opening statement. Your task is to work together with your expert group 
in researching your topic, and to report back to the team at our next meeting 
with important facts and testimonies that will help us build our case. As your 
lead lawyer, I have compiled a list of resources to aid you in your research. 
This will be the trial of the century, and your role is crucial to its success!”

Begin research (  30 minutes )

Distribute the synthesis graphic organizers (one for every student) and direct students 
to the research links. Lead students through instruction on how to critically read source 
material, and explain how to use the graphic organizer. Instruct students that each 
member of their group will individually read one of the articles or watch one of the videos 
from the research page and complete the graphic organizer. 
 
Once students have completed their reading/viewing and notes, have them discuss 
the research with their groups. Ask students to take down notes on key facts and major 
takeaways from their research. 

Wrap Up (  10 minutes )

For the last ten minutes of class, have students revisit their KWLs from the beginning of 
the lesson and complete the “Learned” portion of the graphic organizer.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TVN94ADfTGQCayKcPJidpJ_8tPKSmKUhGG0Jss6xRUc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YsCcDQTy3tyA-DaYQZ4p2dmkOfom0sJ5v08CJYd3jwg/edit?usp=sharing
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Extended Learning Opportunity – Potential Homework / Extra Credit:

Our Children’s Trust Short Films include 12 films (~15 minutes each), that tell the 
stories of youth across the country involved in either grassroots city-level action or a 
coordinated legal effort to compel governments to protect the atmospheric resources 
under the public trust doctrine. 

The “Our Children’s Trust Short Films worksheet” can be used to help students reflect 
on what they learn. Just have them view any of the twelve short films and then complete 
the worksheet.

Lesson 2: Extended Learning Opportunity

Our Children’s Trust partnered with the international human rights organization WITNESS and Montana 
State University’s Master’s in Science and Natural History Filmmaking, to produce short documentaries 
featuring the brave young people leading the effort to secure the legal right to a stable climate and healthy 
atmosphere.

Watch the Our Chldren’s Trust Short Films 

 Extended Learning

https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/short-films
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RHiT7_7POURn3z9pX-K3cMpxUC2ZZsk6Mqv-gVIAc1o/edit
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/short-films
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Supplemental Expert Report by Andrea Wulf in support of the Juliana plaintiffs - 
Accounting of the historical support for the notion that nature in balance, not denigrated 
by humans, is an essential part of American history.

The Wulf report says “Nature in the United States became a true object of national pride, 
as is reflected in the shift from American artists painting important historical moments of 
the American Revolution (e.g. George Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River or the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence) to capturing the vastness and beauty of the 
American wilderness. 

For example, Thomas Cole and his Catskill paintings, Frederic Edwin Church, Asher 
Durand, Sanford Robinson, Albert Bierstadt, and Georgia O’Keefe all painted in a way that 
reflects the Nation’s deep tradition of reverence for nature. (Exhibit E). These and many 
other American artists, writers, and poets such as William Bartram, Henry David Thoreau, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Aldo Leopold, Walt Whitman, John Muir, Mary Austin, and Ansel 
Adams, have long captured the spirit and tradition of the natural bounty of the United 
States as integral to who Americans are as a people.” (fn. 1 on p. 7)

Ask students to read pp. 3-4, and fn. 1 on p. 7 and view the art found on pp. 59-75 and 
then write a paragraph responding to what they see in the art and what it says about this 
country’s early feelings towards nature in America.

Thomas Cole, View of the Round-
Top in the Catskill Mountains, 
1827. 

Oil on panel. 

Collection Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
Gift of the Martha C. Karolik for the M. and 
M. Karolik Collection of American Paintings, 
1815 – 1865. 

Photograph © 2011 Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston.

Lesson 2: Extended Learning Opportunity

 Extended Learning

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/a05tzsx1zdbml04/AABViOqyiuThJU_3WQvRHPQxa?dl=0&preview=Wulf+2018.10.10.SUPPLEMENTAL.Wulf+Expert+Report.pdf
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Lesson 3

Central Focus:

This lesson is focused on synthesis and presentation. Students will work with their 
groups to create a poster that explains the critical component of the case that they are 
researching, and present their findings to the class.

Procedure:

Warm Up - SIT exercise (  5 minutes )

Using the S-I-T (Surprising, Interesting, Troubling) strategy, have students reflect with 
their expert group on their research from the previous day. Ask students to identify:

• 1 Surprising fact or idea 

• 1 Interesting fact or idea

• 1 Troubling fact or idea

Continued Research (  35 minutes )

Using your best lead lawyer voice, call a meeting of the legal team to order. Remind the 
lawyers (students) that they will need to present their research at the next team meeting 
(end of class period). To do this, the Critical Element expert groups will need to write out 
a synthesis of their research, and create a visual aid to help with the explanation of their 
topic. 

 Time: 70 Minutes

MATERIALS:
Whiteboard and Expo Markers
PowerPoint 
Projector

Graphic Organizers
Poster Making Materials 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/s-i-t-surprising-interesting-troubling
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Ask students to answer the following questions on their poster:

• What is the topic of your research?

• What vocabulary is critical to understanding your topic?

• What are five important facts about your topic?

• Who does your topic relate to? Who is affected? 

• How does your topic relate to our mission of protecting the earth’s 
atmosphere and natural systems for present and future generations?

Distribute poster making materials, and inform the students that they will have 30 
minutes to complete the assignment. 

Teacher Note: Assigning roles to the students in their small groups may 
help to facilitate the group learning dynamic. Suggested roles for group 
work include: writer, editor, facilitator, speaker, artist, etc.

Debrief (  20 minutes )

Gather students in a circle and facilitate a share out of their research. Each expert 
group should present their findings to the class, making note of key facts and important 
takeaways from their research. Have the observing students take notes on each 
poster and write down at least one question to ask the expert group at the end of each 
presentation.

Teacher Note: Consider hosting this meeting as a “Panel Discussion.” This 
format may take longer to conduct, but it allows the professionalism of the 
role play to continue.
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Wrap Up / Completing the Jigsaw - regroup students (  5 minutes )

At the end of the presentations, thank the expert groups and inform the class that it is 
time to begin preparing the opening statement for trial. Regroup the students into teams 
where at least one representative from each expert group is present.
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Pauli Murray

Carolina Digital Library and Archives - 
Carolina Digital Library and Archives. 
“Murray, Pauli, 1910-1985.” 5 July 2007.

Online image. UNC University Library

How Feminist Pauli Murray Quietly Helped Thurgood Marshall Win Brown v Board:
Murray may be the most important Black legal scholar in our country’s history, yet we 
rarely hear of her impact on legal reform. In her final year of law school, Murray wrote 
a paper arguing that segregation violated the 13th and 14th Amendments of the U.S. 
Constitution. In the legendary court case Brown v. Board of Education, Thurgood 
Marshall used key points from Murray’s civil rights argument article to help secure the 
win.

Have students read this article and write a paragraph detailing three things they learned 
about Pauli Murray.

A landmark case, start to finish: An introduction to the activists, lawyers, school officials, 
experts, judges, parents and students involved in the Brown v. Board of Education 
litigation. Have students read this article and write a paragraph detailing three things they 
learned about the Brown v. Board litigation.

Have students read this article and write a paragraph detailing three things they learned 
about the Brown v Board litigation.

Lesson 3: Extended Learning Opportunity

 Extended Learning

https://www.bustle.com/p/how-feminist-pauli-murray-quietly-helped-thurgood-marshall-win-brown-v-board-of-education-2796596
https://www.famous-trials.com/brownvtopeka/666-home
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Lesson 4

Central Focus:

This lesson is focused on introducing students to persuasive techniques and leading 
students through the drafting process of their opening statements for trial.

 Time: 70 Minutes

MATERIALS:
Whiteboard and Expo Markers
PowerPoint 

Projector 
Graphic Organizers

Procedure:

Warm Up (  10 minutes )

Begin this lesson by revisiting essential question #1, from Lesson 1:

“Does climate change pose a threat to our 
fundamental rights to life, liberty, and property? How?”

In their small groups, have students reflect on their research from the previous days and 
consider if any of the resources have changed the way that they feel about this question.
Building off students’ responses to essential question #1, ask them essential question # 
2:

“What is the role of government and youth 
in addressing the climate crisis?”

?

?
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Remind students of their mission as a legal team: “To protect the earth’s atmosphere and 
natural systems for present and future generations. We seek systemic, science-based 
emissions reductions and climate recovery policy at all levels of government.”

Claim (  25 minutes )

As a team, review the central claim of the case. The plaintiffs in Juliana v. U.S. assert the 
claim that the executive branch of the United States government has failed to protect 
essential public trust resources, and violated the plaintiffs’ right to life, liberty, and 
property, by encouraging, permitting and subsidizing the development and use of climate 
chaos-causing fossil fuels. Present this claim to the class and ask if students have any 
questions.

Have the students sit with their new team (where at least one representative from each 
expert group is present) and complete the graphic organizer on Claim, Evidence, and 
Reasoning. Each member of the group should contribute at least two pieces of evidence 
to back the case’s claim.

Have students use the notes they collected during research and the ‘Meet the Plaintiffs’ 
worksheet from Lesson 1 to help them complete the assignment.

Introducing Opening Statements (  5 minutes )

Inform students that an opening statement offers attorneys a vital opportunity to 
introduce their clients’ claims to the judge/jury. The opening statement serves as a 
roadmap for what’s to come: a step by step explanation of the party’s argument and the 
critical evidence that supports it. 

To be successful the opening statement needs to pique the interest of the judge/jury and 
demonstrate “our sincere belief in this case.” Additionally, it is important to mention the 
primary counterargument to the claim. In this case, the government defendants argue 
that the federal government does not owe its citizens a duty to protect the essential 
natural resources we all need to live; and, in any event, energy and climate change policy 
is better left to the other two, elected, branches of government, not the judiciary. This 
argument should be presented and countered in the opening statement. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14KjuyWV7G3woYn3Sza1tl0rg2EvWu1bvPDXkYxrupsw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14KjuyWV7G3woYn3Sza1tl0rg2EvWu1bvPDXkYxrupsw/edit?usp=sharing
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Teacher Note: Because an opening statement is essentially an 
argumentative essay, you may consider including additional instruction on 
persuasive rhetoric, including the use of ethos, pathos, and logos.

Drafting the Statements (  30 minutes )

Distribute the graphic organizers on drafting opening statements, and have students 
work as a group to complete the assignment. Students should use their completed 
graphic organizers for Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning to aid them with their work. 
Circulate the class to monitor progress and answer any questions. 

Teacher Note: When it comes to writing the hook, encourage students 
to reference either the testimonies of the plaintiffs or the videos they 
watched during their initial research.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1na6ALv83M2LYdFIym_IqxwE9bAdtJi3wXiqvU0SrgTE/edit?usp=sharing
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Expert report in support of the Juliana plaintiffs, by Catherine E. Smith - Children in the 
U.S. experience unique and substantial harms from the federal government’s climate 
and energy systems and policies that are disproportionate to the effects adults will 
experience. Today’s youth are being unconstitutionally discriminated against. (pp. 40-46) 

• Have students read this excerpt of the Catherine Smith expert report.

• Smith writes: “In particular, the immediate impacts of climate change will 
disproportionately impact children who fall within other vulnerable parts of 
the population— those with low income, communities of color, immigrant 
groups, Indigenous peoples, and persons with preexisting or chronic 
medical conditions—especially in terms of health impacts.”

• Ask students to write a paragraph explaining why Smith believes the climate 
crisis will disproportionately impact some children more than others.

Lesson 4: Extended Learning Opportunity

 Extended Learning

Juliana v. US. plaintiffs and supporters at a rally in Portland, OR in April, 2019.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5e39e8d9c1c6ce528636808a/1580853468514/Doc+265-1+Smith+Expert+Report.pdf
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Lesson 4: Extended Learning Opportunity

 VOX: Pay attention to the growing wave of climate change lawsuits - This article 
details cases of kids, farmers, fishermen, cities, and states who are currently suing the 
fossil fuel industry and governments.

• This article gives a holistic view of the current climate litigation landscape. 

• Ask students to read the article and write a paragraph detailing the 
similarities and differences between the various current climate litigation 
campaigns.

Protesters rally in front of the US Supreme Court in 2018 in favor of the plaintiffs in the 
children’s climate lawsuit Juliana v. US. Win McNamee / Getty Images

 Extended Learning

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/17140166/climate-change-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-liability-kids
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Lesson 5

Central Focus:

During this lesson, students will share out their opening statements with the class and 
reflect on their learning. The essential questions of the unit (How does climate change 
pose a threat to our fundamental rights to life, liberty, and property? And What is the role 
of government and youth in addressing the climate crisis?) will be revisited and students 
will discuss next steps.

Procedure:

Warm Up - Testing the Introduction (  10 minutes )

Ask students to take 5 minutes to individually write out the introduction of their opening 
statement in complete sentences. Once they have done this, host a brief mixer where 
students will go around and share their thesis with an individual from three different 
groups. 

Have students provide feedback on each introduction that they hear:

• Does the hook capture your attention?

• Is the central claim of the case clear and easy to understand?

• Is the argument stated with conviction?

• What edits can be made to improve the introduction?

 Time: 70 Minutes

MATERIALS:
Whiteboard and Expo Markers
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Refining the Opening Statement - (  20 minutes )

Using the feedback they received from the warm up, have students work as a group to 
refine their opening statement drafts from the previous day. Prompt students to write in 
transitions between the paragraphs and to practice reading the statement out loud with 
their group. 
 
Share Out - (  20 minutes )

Convene a meeting of the legal team and ask each group to share out its opening 
statement, allowing space for students to offer feedback on each presentation. Record 
the feedback that students provide on the whiteboard to be referenced during the 
reflection discussion.

Wrap Up - Reflection (  20 minutes )

Wrap up the role play by asking students to take several minutes to reflect on the 
arguments that were shared out through the opening statement, and to consider once 
again the essential questions of the unit:

• Does climate change pose a direct threat to our fundamental rights to life, 
liberty, and property? 

• Additionally, ask students to reflect on the role of youth and government in 
addressing the climate crisis?

• What can youth do to make a difference?

Four Corners (  20 minutes )
Re-do the Four Corners exercise from Day 1 to see how views have / have not shifted. 
Instruct students to stand up and leave their belongings at their desks. Inform them 
that you are going to make several statements and that they are to move around the 
classroom to the corner of the room that they identify with. Assign each corner of 
the room as either strongly disagree, disagree, agree, or strongly agree. Make the 
statements that are listed below and have students choose where they wish to stand. 
After each statement, have the students explain their reasoning for choosing their 
position in the room.

http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/four-corners
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• The U.S. is currently experiencing the effects of climate change.

• Solutions to climate change are the responsibility of individuals.

• Solutions to climate change are the responsibility of the fossil fuel industry.

• Solutions to climate change are the responsibility of the U.S government.

• We have a fundamental right to access the essential natural resources we 
need to live, including clean air, water, and soil.

• New technology is enough to fix climate change. 

Strongly Agree Agree

Disagree Strongly Disagree
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