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This is not something we’ve previously 

encountered in a mains cable. The idea of a 

real frequency-response change is quite 

implausible, but the definite impression we got 

was of a lift to the ‘presence’ region, bringing 

out female vocals and solo lines on 

instruments like trumpet and violin. If this was 

just added HF energy, it would surely become 

wearing... but it doesn’t, suggesting instead 

that it is an improvement principally in clarity. 

Y
ou might upgrade your mains cable 

because you think it makes a big 

difference to the sound, or because you 

just want the whole system to look the utter 

biz. In the latter case, this must rank as a top 

product. It just smacks of space-age hi-tech, 

with those funky Wattgate connectors, ferrite 

rings at both end, large size (11mm diameter) – 

and inside, invisible to the eye, silver-plated 

conductors (enough to handle 26A, not that 

the connectors can or ought to), silver-plated 

fuse, multiple shields... Oh, and the connectors 

are pre-treated with Caig contact enhancers 

and the cable is pre-burned-in for 90 hours. Is 

that a catalogue of the finest ninth-dan black 

belt tweakery or what?

All the same, we’re most interested in how 

the thing actually performs. Fascinatingly, it 

proved a strong contrast to the QED Qonduit  

featured above. Where the QED made its mark 

slowly, this one prompted raised eyebrows on 

very first hearing, thanks not least to what 

seemed to be a change in tonality. 

TYPE Mains cable

PRICE £150 (1m)

CONTACT � 01702 543981 q www.cleareraudio.com

It may not be to everyone’s taste but we were, 

after some prevarication and experimenting, 

rather taken with it. Try it! HFC

Richard Black

Clearer Audio Silver-line Power Cable

VERDICT

84%>>

CONCLUSION

A cable that looks a million 
dollars. Its sonic effect is bold 
and upfront, thanks to an 
apparent increase in clarity.

changes are seldom, in our experience, night 

and day jobs, but we thought at first nothing 

at all had changed. With time, however, it 

became apparent that the sound had gained 

something in clarity and definition and was 

more distinctly etched, more precisely located 

in space. It’s not dramatic, but it does seem to 

improve, slightly but usefully, the listener’s 

sense of immersion in the music. With a price 

tag somewhat less than a meal for two, and 

I
t may have been in audio cables since the 

dawn of the specialist cable market, but 

this is QED’s first mains wire. In fact, it’s 

part of a range of mains products including 

filtered distribution blocks. In keeping with the 

general QED ethos, it’s relatively 

straightforward and competitively priced. 

Dispensing with fancy conductor materials 

(high purity stranded copper is used) and 

outlandish construction, it does feature a tape 

and braid screen which, says QED, reduces 

both pickup of interference and radiation from 

the cable, which could affect sensitive 

equipment nearby. The conductors are more 

than thick enough to handle the heaviest 

current demands that will pass through an IEC 

connector safely, and connectors at both ends 

are well fitted. The cable is quite flexible for its 

size and has, we’re told, been “tested by the 

British Standards Institute” – we hope it’s safe 

to assume it passed!

Connecting the Qonduit was at first a rather 

underwhelming experience. Mains cable 

TYPE Mains cable

PRICE £40

CONTACT � 01279 501111 q www.qed.co.uk

being considerably more practical than some 

mains cables we’ve seen, this seems an 

attractive and affordable purchase. HFC

Richard Black

QED Qonduit P-MC

VERDICT

87%>>

CONCLUSION

A gentle approach to mains, 
but long-term benefits in 
involvement and comfort are 
well worth the expense.
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