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I
f Clearer’s mains Hub (tested last issue) 

seems distinctly aspirational, a pair of 

interconnects costing about the same as six 

full-price CDs is a much less frightening 

proposition. Indeed, the 0.5m pair supplied 

for review comes in at only £70. The one 

argument some might find for using longer 

cables, particularly with stiff designs like this, 

is that it allows for easier routing. Still, this 

may be thick (8mm) but it is not too springy 

and showed no obvious signs of objecting to 

tight-radius bends.

Clearer has gone for a ‘pseudo-balanced’ 

construction where the screen is connected at 

one end only, with a conductor (identical to 

the ‘hot’ one) underneath the screen carrying 

the earth current. This can make the cable 

directional and, while Clearer has adhered to 

convention in marking direction, it’s worth 

trying the ‘wrong’ way too. This may sound 

better, worse or the same. Termination is in 

Eichmann bullet plugs, which have a plastic 

body and lone earthing point.

TYPE Analogue interconnect cable

PRICE £85 (1m terminated pair)

CONTACT � 01702 543981 q www.cleareraudio.com

VERDICT

91%>>

CONCLUSION

Sounding expensive, this cable 

offers a welcome taste of 

high-end detail and seems 

highly compatible too.

All in all, we were very taken 

with this cable. It seemed, in every 

application we tried, to give a quality of 

sound way out of its class. Perhaps most notable 

is its excellent treble, which is open and airy 

and absolutely without the dryness than can 

afflict many cheaper interconnects. At the same 

time, detail across the audio band is very clear 

and beautifully etched, making for stable, 

plausible and precise stereo images. Finally, the 

bass is extended, strong and tuneful and, if it 

very slightly lacks in ‘kick’ on the odd musical 

Clearer Audio Copper-line Alpha

occasion, that 

seems a small 

price to pay for the excellence elsewhere. A 

great cable at a tempting price. HFC

Richard Black

frequency balance. They also block a 

high proportion of external noise, 

which not only 

makes the music much 

clearer but reduces one’s tendency to 

listen dangerously loud in an effort to hear at 

least something. It wasn’t enough to make 

listening on the London Underground in any 

sense fun, but on overground trains and in cars 

we could easily forget the background noise. 

The whole ‘in ear’ experience takes a good bit 

of getting used to for some folks and even 

after quite a lengthy acclimatisation period 

with these we felt the sound was a little toppy, 

but the benefits over cheap in-ears are large in 

all areas: the deep but unforced bass is a 

particularly welcome change. HFC

Richard Black

C
osting more than most upmarket 

portable music players, these earphones 

are clearly targeted at 

quality-conscious 

listeners – and they’re not 

even Shure’s top model. The cost, of course, 

is in the detailed micro-engineering that goes 

into making them rather than the materials 

used, and when one reads Shure’s technical 

description and discovers that separate woofer 

(bass reflex even!) and tweeter are fitted one 

realises that ‘micro’ is right.

You get a large selection of foam or floppy 

rubber earpieces and we’d almost given up 

swapping them before we finally found the 

right style. You see, if the phones are not 

properly sealed to your ears, the sound is 

scratchy and – frankly – rubbish. Once correctly 

seated, however, they can provide some 

excellent detail and a cleanly extended 

TYPE Earphones

PRICE £250

CONTACT � 0208 808 2222 q www.shure.co.uk

Shure SE420

VERDICT

85%>>

CONCLUSION

Perhaps not enough to 

persuade us away from 

conventional headphones, but 

streets ahead of most in-ears.
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