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Sioux Falls Pride Official Statement Regarding “Human Sexuality in

Education Settings” Guidelines by Catholic Diocese of Sioux Falls

Sioux Falls, SD --

The policies enacted by the Catholic School System of Sioux Falls are harmful and hostile to

LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit individuals who attend their schools and their families. These rules

are set up in a way to erase acknowledgement of the existence of the queer community entirely

alongside forbidding open discussion of lesbian or gay relationships and gender diverse

identities.

The policies regarding "same-sex attraction" and "transgenderism" state that "Students may not

advocate, celebrate, or express [same-sex attraction or transgenderism] in such a way as to

cause confusion or distraction in the context of Catholic school classes, activities, or events."

This language indicates that the Catholic School System views students who are members of the

LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit Community as distractions and must be hidden. Most adults would

agree that a well rounded education includes topics related to US history, world cultures and

current events. All three of these subjects include references to LGBTQIA+ individuals in ways

that do not "celebrate" the identities, but merely acknowledge their existence. If students are not

made aware of the existence of identities and ideas different from their own, how can they be

expected to develop the social skills to interact gracefully with people who hold different ideals?

Additionally, students who attend classes at Sioux Falls Catholic Schools may have LGBTQIA+

parents or relatives. Are these students expected to never talk about their families in order to not

be a "distraction"? These policies amount to fearmongering and restriction of diverse thought.

While private schools are entitled to setting policies in line with their religious beliefs, restricting

language and policing the gender expression of their students will lead to higher levels of

bullying and targeted attacks outside of the classroom when students are able to express

themselves without regulation.

Sioux Falls Pride will remain a supportive resource to people of all backgrounds, and encourages

students in the Sioux Falls Catholic School System to educate themselves about the local

LGBTQIA+ community. Our organization strives to host a monthly youth event for 13-18

year-olds to socialize in a safe space and would invite all who feel targeted by these policies to

reach out to us at sufuyouth@siouxfallspride.org or DM us on Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter

for support.

###

Visit www.siouxfallspride.org for information on upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.

Follow us on social media @sufupride
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Update on August 20, 2022:

While this statement is specifically focused on the recent changes made in the Catholic

schools of Sioux Falls, the message of support for LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit students

and families extends to all those attending schools with policies targeting gender

expression and sexuality. Sioux Falls Pride is here to support you and create space for

you.


