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1
BATTERY CARTRIDGE FOR FLASHLIGHT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a battery cartridge. More
particularly this invention concerns a battery cartridge for a
flashlight.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A typical flashlight is made of a number of individual parts,
with the individual components having different service lives.
Especially the internal components of flashlights, such as, for
example, the contacts and the switch, must be regularly
changed because they lose conductivity due to oxidation and
contamination, for example, due to battery leakage. To
improve exchangeability of the contacts, in particular the
contact springs, U.S. Pat. No. 6,880,951, for example, pro-
vides for the batteries to be held in a battery cartridge. In the
case of dirty contacts or worn-out contact springs, it is then
possible to replace the wear-prone parts of the flashlight by
simply exchanging the battery cartridge.

As arule, a high-quality flashlights have a very stable and
thus expensive housing, to the end of which an end piece is
often attached into which a pressure or push-button switch
has been integrated. The flashlight disclosed in above-cited
U.S. 951 also has such a push switch attached to its end.

The disadvantage of the prior-art systems is that, when
replacing the pushbutton switch, it is necessary to replace part
of the high-quality housing as well, which incurs significant
costs. Moreover, contact replacement is laborious because
they are mounted at locations inside the flashlight housing
that are difficult to reach.

OBIJECTS OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
an improved battery cartridge for flashlight.

Another object is the provision of such an improved battery
cartridge for flashlight that overcomes the above-given dis-
advantages, in particular that allows the push switch to be
replaced independently of the end cap, whereby the costs
arising from such replacement are considerably reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A battery cartridge has according to the invention a casing
adapted to releasably hold at least one battery, externally
accessible contacts on the casing, and internal circuitry in the
casing between the contacts and poles of the battery. A switch
is mounted in the casing and connected to the circuitry
between one of the poles and the respective contacts for
controlling current flow therebetween.

One embodiment of the battery cartridge provides for the
casing of the battery cartridge to be able to accommodate at
least one battery. Various embodiments have been provided
for the battery cartridge. Thus, the number of batteries that
may be used is optional. Preferably, one to six batteries may
be accommodated in the battery cartridge. The type of elec-
trical switch may also be selected when constructing the
battery cartridge. The batteries may be connected inside the
battery cartridge in series or parallel. However, all embodi-
ments have in common that the battery cartridges have a
push-button or push switch that is activated by a push button
built into part of the housing of the flashlight. Preferably, the
pressure or push-button switch is provided on the end of the
battery cartridge and the push button required for its activa-
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tion is integrated into an end cap of the flashlight housing. The
battery contacts, which are also integrated into the cartridge,
may simply be replaced by exchanging the battery cartridge,
which guarantees a constant quality of the flashlight.
Replacement of the push switch in particular is now less cost
intensive because the complete end piece made of high-qual-
ity material no longer need be replaced, only the actual elec-
trically contacting part that is subject to erosion and wear.

The battery cartridge preferably has a circuitry that is orga-
nized such that a negative pole and a positive pole are at a
front end of the battery casing. A small light bulb or, prefer-
ably, an LED may then be connected to the two poles. In order
to guarantee a secure fit of all of the components, provision is
made for the battery cartridge to be connected in a detachable
fashion to the end cap and for the end cap to be connected to
the rest of the housing by a screw fitting. In its assembled
state, the battery cartridge is inserted into the housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The above and other objects, features, and advantages will
become more readily apparent from the following descrip-
tion, reference being made to the accompanying drawing in
which:

FIG. 1ais a circuit diagram of a battery cartridge according
to the invention with one battery;

FIG. 15 is a circuit diagram of the battery cartridge with
four batteries;

FIG. 2 shows a battery cartridge for four button cells;

FIG. 3 shows a battery cartridge for one dry-cell-type bat-
tery;

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of a flashlight with a battery
cartridge for a dry-cell-type battery; and

FIG. 5 shows in exploded view another embodiment of the
battery cartridge in an exploded view with an end cap that
may be screwed on and off and the associated flashlight
housing.

SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION

As seen in FIG. 1a a battery cartridge 10 can hold a single
battery 11, for instance a AA or AAA single-cell model and in
FIG. 15 the cartridge holds four button cells 12. On the rear
end in both illustrated embodiments, a push switch 13 may be
seen that is integrated into the battery cartridge 10. An LED or
a light bulb 14 is shown on the opposite front end in both
illustrated embodiments.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of a battery cartridge 10
according to the invention having an integrated push switch
13 and an LED or a light bulb 14. The illustrated embodiment
shown is able to accommodate four button cells 12. FIG. 3
shows an illustrated embodiment similar to that of FIG. 2;
however, this battery cartridge 10 is intended for accommo-
dating one dry-cell-type battery 11.

FIG. 4 shows an exploded view of a flashlight 41 that is
suitable for holding the battery cartridge 10 according to the
invention. The push switch 13 of the battery cartridge 10 may
be activated in its installed state by a push button 42 built into
anend cap 43 of the flashlight 41. The illustrated embodiment
of the battery cartridge 10 shown provides for the flashlight
41 to be operated using a dry-cell-type battery 11. FIG. 5
shows an exploded view of a battery cartridge 10, an end piece
43, and a flashlight housing 51. The battery cartridge 10 has
an integrated push switch 13. On its end piece 43, an inte-
grated push button 42 is shown. The illustrated embodiment
shown provides for multiple dry-cell-type batteries 11 to be
mounted parallel to one another in a battery cartridge 10 that
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may be inserted into the flashlight housing 51. This results in
a compact construction, in particular for large flashlights.
I claim:
1. In combination,
a battery cartridge comprising:
a casing adapted to releasably hold at least one battery,
externally accessible contacts on the casing,
internal circuitry in the casing between the contacts and
poles of the battery, and
a switch mounted in the casing and connected to the
circuitry between one of the poles and the respective
contacts for controlling current flow therebetween;
a hollow flashlight housing adapted to hold the cartridge;
an end cap separate from the cartridge and removably
fittable to an end of the flashlight housing to hold the
cartridge in the flashlight housing; and
a button built into the end cap or into the flashlight housing
and engageable with the switch of the cartridge for acti-
vating the switch of the cartridge inside the housing from
outside the housing.
2. The battery cartridge defined in claim 1 wherein the
switch is a pressure or push-button switch.
3. The battery cartridge defined in claim 1 wherein the
casing is elongated and has front and rear ends, the switch
being mounted on the rear end.
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4. The battery cartridge defined in claim 3 wherein the
contacts are on the front end, the cartridge further comprising

a light source mounted permanently on the front end and
connected to the contacts.

5. The battery cartridge defined in claim 4 wherein the light
source is a light-emitting diode.

6. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the button is
depressable for engagement with the switch when the car-
tridge is in the housing.

7. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the end cap
and housing have interengaging threads for securing the end
cap on the housing.

8. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein there are a
plurality of the batteries held in the cartridge.

9. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the housing
and casing are both generally cylindrical.

10. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the casing
is laterally open for removal of the battery.

11. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the switch
is a pushbutton switch and button is a pushbutton on the end
cap engageable with the pushbutton switch.
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