
Inspired by the texture and beauty of African Sand cast beads, Brittany Ketcham 
designed this ladder wrap bracelet as Part One of our upcoming Summer Series 
Jewelry Collection. Tribal Ladder is an easy-to-make project based on one of our most 
popular videos, Stackable Ladder Bracelets.  Adjust the materials to suit the wearer, 
but this design can be worn by everyone…we even like it on Clover, Brittʼs little pup.

We recommend watching Stackable Ladder Bracelets if this is your first time making a 
ladder bracelet and Compadres Video to see close-up the silk-wrapping of leather. 
This PDF handout goes over the little touches Brittany added to the Playa Bracelet 
design to make it special, including the asymmetrical use of beads in the ending.
Allow a few hours to complete this project.

Some notes on Measurements and Materials:
The measurements will vary depending on wrist size. We recommend that you 
measure your wrist, double that number and add a few extra inches to accommodate 
knots, button loops, etc. For example, when making a bracelet for a 7.5 inch wrist, 
please double that length to 15 inches and add 5 inches extra = 20 inches total. Cut 20 
inches of leather which becomes the frame for laddering your beads.

About your the thread you use to Ladder: C-Lon, S-Lon or Fine C-Lon are all threads 
that are interchangeable and work well with the Sand cast beads. When cutting C-Lon, 
always allow extra. We recommend 2-3 yards as this will be plenty for a single wrap 
bracelet. We hope you enjoy and always feel free to send us feedback at 
info@beadshop.com.
Happy beading!

By: Brittany Ketcham 

Tribal Ladder Bracelet
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Begin to ladder by wrapping C-Lon tails 
under, up and through the “legs” of the 
leather twice before adding your first bead
(s). 
This is shown up more closely in the 
Stackable Ladder Bracelets Video.

Graduate into your pattern by adding one or 
two beads. Continue to add beads in each 
consecutive row until you have reached the 
desired width for your bracelet. 

Thread your button onto your leather, 
bringing it to the middle so that you have 
two equal “tails” of leather beneath the 
button. 
Secure your button and leather to your 
design board. If you need to see this 
close-up, we have step-by-step 
instructions on our blog, The Bead 
Table.

1. 2.

3. 4.

Take your 2-3 yard cut length of C-Lon and 
fold it at the midway point. Bring it 
underneath your leather below the button 
and complete two flat macramé knots 
around your leather. This secures your 
thread to the leather. Your tails of C-Lon 
should be equal in length.



After graduating up to your Sand cast 
beads, continue to ladder until you have a 
pattern that you are pleased with…

Continuing to ladder until you have 
ALMOST reached your desired length. 
Remember, you have to graduate back 
down to the button loop, so be sure to stop 
early enough!

When you have graduated back down, 
cross your C-Lon tails as shown above. 
Please note: This side is different than the 
beginning graduation. It is just a design 
touch that adds uniqueness to the bracelet, 
but you could repeat side one.

Complete two flat macramé knots as you 
did in the beginning of the bracelet. Dab a 
bit go GS Hypo Cement over the knots and 
allow to dry. 

5. 6.

7. 8.


