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Sweet Dreams 
by Janice Parsons

The negligee necklace was made popular in the 1920’s, the early days 
when showing a bit of skin became less scandalous. Defined by two 
drops of unequal length that fall close to the cleavage, the negligee 
necklace encourages the eye travel south…With a storied history of 
alluring one’s lover, this design may have all kinds of hidden powers…

Whether you want assistance in the boudoir or you make it a length that 
works at the office, is totally up to you! Sweet dreams!

http://beadshop.com
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Queen of Hearts
by Janice Parsons

Right out of the pages of Alice in 
Wonderland, this outrageously gorgeous 
color palette speaks “red hot” against jet 
black cubes. We paired it with luxurious gold 
but you can mix it up with any metal of your 
choosing.

Skill Level: Intermediate
Time to Complete: 4+ hours

Ingredients:

2+ feet* Little Keyhole Chain in Satin Gold
1 foot Circle Back in Satin Gold
1 pkg 5601 Cube in Jet
1 Be Still Heart Charm in Antiqued Brass
2 packages 5040 Rondelle in Siam
2 10mm Heart Briolettes in Ramble on Rose
1 Little Lobster in Gold
1 Spool of 26 Gauge Wire in Gold**
1 Spool of 24 Gauge Wire in Gold***
1 Package 1.5 inch Head Pin in Gold****

Studio Essentials:

Flush Cutters
Round Nose Pliers
Chain Nose Pliers
Bent Chain Nose Pliers
Nylon Jawed Pliers
Velvet Tray
Handy Tape or tape measure

*    2 feet is the quantity for a necklace 16-20 inches long.
**   2 feet will be used
***  6 feet will be used
**** 1 Head Pin will be used

Please Note: Swarovski Crystal in a specific color can be phased out by the factory without warning. 
We do our very best to have inventory on hand for each sample, but sometimes we face an item 
being discontinued. Please feel free to contact us for help with an alternate color palette or bead.
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http://beadshop.com/products/findings/chains/circle-gold
http://beadshop.com/products/beads/7127/swarovski-5601-cubes/duplicate-of-swarovski-5601-jet
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/charms-and-pendants/be-still-antiqued-brass
http://beadshop.com/products/beads/7127/swarovski-5040-rondelles/swarovski-5040-siam
http://beadshop.com/products/beads/gems/ramble-on-rose
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/clasps/little-lobster-gold
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/gold-tone-soft-wire/
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/gold-tone-soft-wire/
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/head-pins-satin-hamilton-gold-1.5-inch
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6. End here:
Wire wrap a bead 
onto the extender 
chain using a head 
pin.

1. Start here:
Wire wrap 2 briolettes using 26g. wire. 
Add chain to wire before closing wraps.

2. Wire wrap chain 
ends
and heart charm 
together. 3. Follow pattern of wire-wrapping bead units and chain.

5. Wire wrap a final bead on each side:
One connects to the clasp and the other 
to the extender chain.

Note: 
This juncture is called the “Y” of the 
necklace. 4. Add chain on each 

side to desired length.

Project Map
This is an aerial view of Queen of Hearts. You can make each section as long or as short as you like. The 
numbers in the map correspond to The Steps. Be sure to watch the videos. The map and steps for all 
samples will follow along with Queen of Hearts and can be done in any number of colors and metals.

http://beadshop.com
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Gather your ingredients and you’re ready to go. 
You can swap out another charm or different 
beads. Have fun! Here are a few guidelines:

A. Your charm should have a perpendicular bail 
so it faces forward when hanging.

B. Any extender chain you select needs links 
large enough to fit your clasp.

C. Use caution wire wrapping crystals; the push 
and pull on your pliers against the crystal can 
crack them. 

D. Harden your wire with your wire straightener 
(Nylon Jawed Pliers)

E. Watch all three videos!
F. Be okay with making mistakes. It takes time 

and experience to get skilled at wire 
wrapping.

Tools to Have:
A. Very fine Round Nose Pliers
B. Chain Nose Pliers
C. Sharp Flush Cutters
D. Bent Chain Nose Pliers

Below:
Nylon Jawed Pliers

Begin by preparing your wire:

Harden your wire by running the jaws 
of your Nylon Jawed Pliers along the 
length of it. Do this several times and 
the wire goes from soft and easily-
bendable to much better at holding 
the shape you give it and being 
stronger. It’s magic!

B

If you don’t have Nylon Jawed Pliers, run your fingers 
multiple times along the wire.

http://beadshop.com
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http://www.beadshop.com/products/studioessentials/tools/eurotool-bent-nose-pliers
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http://www.beadshop.com/products/studioessentials/tools/eurotool-double-nylon-jaw-pl550


 

Copyright 2014 All Rights Reserved. www.beadshop.com. Permission granted to reproduce for personal use only. 
May not be altered or reproduced for commercial use without prior authorization in writing from beadshop.com �5

Steps 1:
Cut 2 lengths of 
26 gauge wire: 
4 inches each
Cut two lengths of Little Keyhole Chain:
1x 2 inches and 1x 2-1/2 inches

Wire wrap each briolette. 
Be sure to add your chain into the wire wrap 
before you complete it.
The nice thing about craft wire is if you forget to 
include the chain, it’s “no biggie!” You can cut a 
new piece and redo it.

1A.

→

Steps 2:

Cut 18 lengths of 
24 gauge wire 3 inches each.

Make sure you begin by first hardening your wire. 
When you are ready to gather the chains and 
charm together, take one pre-cut length of 24 
gauge wire and make a generous loop with your 
round nose pliers. This loop needs to be larger to 
accommodate the two chains and charm. Add 
them in this order before wire wrapping closed: 
Chain, Charm, Chain.

Make a larger loop to 
accommodate chains 
and charm.

Continue wire wrapping a few 
more beads to elongate the 

drape of the “negligee effect”.
Use caution pressing on the 
wire close to the crystal: the 
tool can crack the crystal.

1B.

2A.

2B.

http://beadshop.com
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/gold-tone-soft-wire/
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/gold-tone-soft-wire/
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/gold-tone-soft-wire/
http://www.beadshop.com/products/findings/pins-and-wire/gold-tone-soft-wire/
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Steps 3:

When you are ready to add chain to create the “Y” of 
your necklace, cut two pieces of chain about one inch 
in length each and add them to the wire loop.

To make sure they are the same length, hold the 
project upside down and let gravity show you if they 
are even.
Complete the wire-wrap to attach the chains.

3A.

Beginning on one side, wire wrap each bead 
individually the desired distance. When you 
are ready, repeat the pattern on the other 
side.

As you work on your second side, keep an 
eye on maintaining the same distance 
between beads that you had on the first side.

You can change your spacing as you go by 
lengthening or shortening your wire wrap.

In our sample, our second side was starting to look 
very lopsided. We made up distance by modifying 
the next wrap or two to be slightly longer. You can 
always go back and redo the wrap. Since we are 

using craft wire, we have the luxury of re-wrapping 
bead units without it being super expensive., as it 

is with precious wire.

3B.

3C.

The chains used on 
this sample are 
actually 5/8 inch in 
length or 10 links of 
chain.

Looking at it upside down:

http://beadshop.com
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Step 4:
Before wire-wrapping the last bead unit on each side, hold your design up and look in the 
mirror. Now is when you want to make sure you are building your necklace to be the 
desired length. Once you are sure, attach chain into the wrap of the last bead on each 
end. You can repeat Step 3 to make sure the two chains are the same length.
The chains we added into our sample are 5-1/4 inches each. You might want it longer or 
shorter. 

4.

5A. 5B.

Steps 5:
Wire wrap the last bead unit on each side 
connecting the chain to the lobster claw clasp 
or a length of extender chain 2-3 inches long.

http://beadshop.com
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Steps 6:
As the final touch of perfection, why 
not wire wrap a bead onto the end of 
the extender chain? Using a head pin, 
wire wrap a bead and attach it to the 
last link of chain. This will give your 
necklace a very polished, luxurious 
look.

Well done! We hope you have enjoyed 
learning with us. We look forward to 
sharing more projects with you that 
use these techniques and materials. If 
you would like to share your bead 
journey with us, please join us on 
Facebook. We always like to hear how 
you “made it work!”

Happy beading!
xoxo janice

6.

The color choices are 
limited only by your 
imagination! Here are 
some other samples we 
have included in this 
project, Sweet Dreams!

In A Fog

Desire

Wishful Thinking

http://beadshop.com
https://www.facebook.com/beadshopdotcom
https://www.facebook.com/beadshopdotcom

