
!

Inspired by the concept of “Sun Jewelry,” this beautiful, fun and easy project is a take-along the next 
time you head to the beach or pool. Intended to be versatile and worn by both the men and women in 
your life, we believe once you’ve made one for yourself, your friends will beg for one too! !
We love how a little leather and a few treasured beads make such a stunning keeper you can wear 
sunrise to sunset all summer long. So celebrate in the season with this beginner/ Intermediate project. !!
Please read through all instructions and refer to our video:http://beadshop.com/projects/youtube-
videos/summer-series/ that accompanies this project handout. Make sure to measure your wrist and 
adjust accordingly. !!
Project Level: Beginner/ Intermediate!
Time to Complete: 1hour +!!
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Summer Series Bracelet
By: Brittany Ketcham 
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Step 1:
Step 1b:

Step 3:

Cut 20” of your 1.5mm 
Leather. Thread one 

“Transitions” crimp and 
one end of your clasp 

onto your leather about 
1” from the end…

Bring the leather back through 
the crimp, leaving a small tail of 

leather as shown…

Step 2:

Using your nylon plier, carefully 
pinch over the “Transitions” 

crimp over both pieces of leather 
to secure…

Using your Flush Cutters, carefully trim any excess 
leather from the short end…



Step 4:

Select 15-20 beads that have holes large enough to 
accommodate two passings of leather and string onto 

leather at random for an artisan look…

Once you have strung your beads, bring the leather back 
around and through all of the beads in the same direction, 

ignoring the clasp for now…

Step 5:

Step 6:

After bringing 
your leather 
back through 
the beads a 
second time, 
add one more 
“Transitions” 

crimp…



Step 7:

Bring leather 
back through 
“Transitions” 

crimp. !
Before crimping, 
it’s time to make 

sure it fits! 

Step 8:

Carefully adjust the 
bracelet so it will fit over 

your hand by simply pulling 
the inner piece of leather 
that is not attached to the 
clasp. This will join all of 
your beads together as 
shown and widen the 

bracelet… 

Step 9:

Once you have the bracelet 
on, close the clasp and 

adjust spacing of the beads 
around both strands of 

leather so that it fits snug 
against your wrist…

Make a small mark on 
the leather with a pen 

where you want 
to secure the 

crimp. 



Step 10:

Using your nylon 
plier, carefully 
crimp over the 

mark you made 
on the leather to 
secure bracelet 

together…

Step 11:

After trimming 
the excess 

leather, !
you are 
finished! !

Now wear it all 
Summer long!

Make two 
bracelets in 

different 
colorways and 
see how they 

stack…!!
…and wear it 
all Summer 

long!



DESIGN TIP! 

We found that 
silk wraps 
around a single 
passing of 
leather in 
placements that 
wouldn’t 
interfere with the 
functionality of 
the design 
added a nice 
artisan touch! 
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Written by: Brittany Ketcham!
Earring Design by: Beckie Ten Eyck!!
Inspired by the concept of “Sun Jewelry,” 
a term coined by Janice Parsons 
“because you can wear it all summer...in 
the water...at the beach…wherever”, this 
earring design can be adapted to an 
assortment of beads and by summer’s 
end, the leather will be worn and old from 
too much water, too much sand, too much 
fun!” !

Please read through all the directions 
before starting, and refer to our video 
“Summer Jewelry Series” to review our 
silk wrapping technique. !

Time to Complete: 1 hour +!
Level: Beginner / Intermediate

Ingredients and Studio Essentials for each bracelet can be found on our website at 
http://beadshop.com/projects/youtube-videos/summer-series/. !
This handout is your general guide to accompany the video. Always remember to 
measure and adjust as needed to accommodate your desired finished length. Let’s 
begin! 

Step 1:

Cut 8 inches of 1.0mm or 
1.5mm leather and string 
on 7-9 beads. Bring all 
beads to the middle of your 
leather cord and loop 
leather tails up above 
beads as shown, leaving 
the right tail of leather 
longer than the left.

“Surf’s Up!” Summer Earrings



Step 2:

Step 3:

Step 4a: Step 4b:

Bend the longer tail of 
leather down, creating a 
loop and join with the left 
tail as shown. !
(I am pinching with my 
tweezers to better 
demonstrate, but you can 
easily do this with your 
fingers)

Where I have pinched my 
leather tails together, I took a 
short piece of C-Lon and tied a 
double overhand knot over all 
the cords where they join to hold 
them all in place. 

*Note that this temporary 
thread will be cut away and 
discarded later…

Add a drop of glue 
just above the 
temporary thread 
and let dry. !

Here, I’ve added 
enough glue to 
adhere all three 
points where 
cords join…!



Step 5a: Step 5b:Pinch cords at 
the base below 
temporary 
knot, holding 
thread tails out 
of the way. Cut 
a new 12” 
length of CLon 
to create a 
*Silk Wrap over 
where glue has 
dried… !

Please refer to our video 
to learn the Silk 
wrapping technique. !

 Cut the temporary 
thread below the silk 
wrap…

After cutting 
away the 
temporary 
thread, this is 
what your 
earring should 
look like…

Step 6a: Step 6b:

Using your 
flush cutters, 
carefully trim 
the leather 
cords near the 
silk wrap…

Using needle nose 
pliers, carefully open 
the loop of your ear 

wire and attach to 
leather…

Step 7: Congratulations!  !!
Now it’s time to 
make a partner 
for this earring. 
Repeat all steps, 
and enjoy 
wearing all 
Summer long…!



In the above design, we used 1.0mm leather 
for our silk wrap, leaving one tail of the silk 
wrap exposed along with leaving one tail 
from the component long…

In this creation, we show how a simple bead 
(Slice of Life 6) can bring simple elegance to 
your earring. We hope you enjoyed! 

Above, instead of creating one “Infinity” 
shape with our leather, we created two and 
layered one on top of the other. This is one 
continuous piece of 1.0mm leather…

Here, we created a circular component out 
of 1.0mm leather and silk wrapped on either 
side, connecting the two passings of 
leather…

Additional Earring Designs for more Inspiration…! 
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Janice Parsons, our founder, originally created a simple leather necklace a few summers back and 
when I saw it I fell in love. Janice wore it swimming, lunching and every day to work…it soon 
became her go-to necklace. She readily agreed to see it go global in a video and so the Summer 
Series Jewelry Collection was born. I love how just two beads, a special charm and a bit of leather 
wrapped with thread can tell such a beautiful story. Make one for yourself and all your friends 
(boys and girls alike) will beg for one too! The variations are only limited by your imagination.!!
Please read all instructions before you begin and watch our video showcasing the silk wrapping. 
Please make sure to measure your neck and adjust lengths and materials accordingly. !
All ingredients for this project as well as studio supplies can be found at http://beadshop.com/
projects/youtube-videos/summer-series/.!
Time to Complete: 1 hour +!
Project Level: Beginner / Intermediate!!
                                  Copyright 2014 beadshop.com. All Rights Reserved.!!
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Summer Series Necklace
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!
Cut a 12” length of your Fine Weight C-
Lon. Create a silk wrap around both “tails” 
of leather about 1/4” wide just below 
where the bend is, enclosing one end of 
your clasp and the charm. !!
*To review silk wrapping, please refer to 
our video that accompanies this handout. 

Cut a 40” length of 1.5mm Leather and bend in half. String one end of your clasp 
and a charm and bring both to the midway point of your leather where it bends in 
half as shown…

Step 1:

Step 2:

Step 3:
Using your thread burner, carefully 
cauterize your thread close to the silk 
wrap, taking care not to singe though the 
silk wrap itself. Repeat on the other 
side…



Step 4:

About 6 to 6 1/2” from the silk wrap you 
just created, complete another silk wrap, 
joining both tails of leather once again with 
another 12” length of Fine Weight CLon…

Step 5:
After completing your second silk wrap, slide on a bead that will fit over your two 
tails of leather. We recommend that you choose a bead with special meaning, as 
this design highlights the treasures we find along our journey…!
We chose an Aluminum Trade bead that we carry at beadshop.com for it’s rich 
history and meaning…

After adding your bead, measure about 3”  between 
your previous silk wrap and where your third silk wrap 

will begin…!
   Complete another silk wrap, joining both tails of 

leather once again

Step 6:
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Step 7: After completing your third silk wrap, it’s time to add your Bronze Ring. 
To make the ring lay flat against the neck, we recommend weaving it in 
by crossing both tails of leather through in opposite directions as 
shown…

Step 8: Bring the Bronze Ring close to the silk wrap and press flat against your 
table with your fingers as shown…!!
Now, you will be creating your fourth silk wrap to the right of your ring to 
hold it in place…

The space between silk wraps in our sample below measures a little over one 
inch. You can leave more or less room, it’s entirely up to you! 

Step 9:



Step 10:

Slide the second part of the clasp onto both tails of leather. Double check 
your measurements to locate where you want your necklace to end. Bend the 
leather tails down as you see here. We will be completing our final !
silk wrap, joining all four leather cords together…

Since this silk wrap will be covering more base 
cords, we recommend dabbing some glue on your 
leather before completing your silk wrap…

Step 11:

Dab some glue here before pulling the knot up into the 
silk wrap…

Step 12: Almost finished! Using your flush cutters, trim the shorter tails beneath the silk 
wrap to your desired length at an angle. Voila! Now all you have left to do is 
enjoy wearing it! 
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