
JEWELRY  
REPAIR 

 
WITH KATE  

&  
JANICE 

 
WWW.BEADSHOP.COM 



THE BEAD DOCTORS ARE IN! 

Thanks for  
Watching! 

 
 In this FB LIVE Kate & Janice share their 

combined 80 years of jewelry repair 
expertise in a jam-packed broadcast! 

 
From Janice’s signature pearl-washing 
technique to Kate’s fool-proof method 

for rhinestone repair… 
 get ready to learn new techniques for 

jewelry repair. 

Some of the tools used in the broadcast: 
Pro Polish Pads 

Zap Jewelry Gel 

GS Hypo Cement 

Flexible eye needles 

Metal Bead Triangles 

EuroTool Round Nose Pliers 

Eurotool Chain Nose Pliers 

Beadsmith Knotting Tweezers 

Maxi- Shear Flush Wire Cutters 

Ultimate Design board 

Macrame Board 
 

Shop more tools and materials at 
www.beadshop.com 



RESTRINGING A VINTAGE NECKLACE  
WITH A BROKEN BARREL CLASP  

Question: 
I recently found this necklace that is very special to 
me. My daughter found it and broke it in the early 80s. I 
have always been meaning to have it repaired. 
  
I have taken a couple of pictures of a close up of the 
beads, the spacers and the thread. I do not think there 
is any knotting, just double cord passing through the 
beads. I don’t know what type of cord to use. I also 
included a photo of what would be the entire 
necklace with the beads in order. There are black 
spacer beads, but they stop partway up each side. I 
think I am missing two of the spacer beads. It looks like 
the cord is knotted and then glued and pulled into a 
threaded closure bead of the same material. 
  
My question is what type of cord should I use? What 
type of needle? The beads are heavy. I believe I would 
just thread the needle as if sewing and start by passing 
through the first bead clasp and continue on until I get 
to the other bead clasp, knot and glue. 
 

Points to consider:  

•  Restore vs. repair a vintage piece. 
 

•  What cord and needle would be best to use? 
 

•  To knot or not? 
 

•  Is the clasp usable? 



TARNISH? WHAT THE HECK TO DO ABOUT IT? 

Question: 
•  How is jewelry made with pearls or stones and 

sterling or pure silver supposed to be cleaned & 
stored? I usually don't use patinas and am reluctant 
to gift pieces that will briefly have a lovely color 
and then look like gunk. Do all beaders inherently 
know the answer to pearl/silver or stone/silver 
maintenance and I just didn't get one of those 
genes? All advice and/or sympathy appreciated! 

•  LIVE DEMO: Kate’s mom sent in some vintage 
jewelry that is tarnished. How would Kate & Janice 
clean these pieces? 

 

Points to consider:  

•  Does the piece have stones or parts that will be 
harmed by cleaning? 

 
•  Will cleaning affect the value of the piece? 

 

•  Using a Pro Polish Pad.  
 

•  Using a natural cleanser. 
 

•  Preventing tarnish. 



MY PEARLS BROKE!!! WHAT DO I DO? 

Question: 
•  If  a necklace breaks and you loose some 

pearls or beads how do you remake it if you 
do not have enough to make at least a 
choker style? 

•  I am interested in restringing pearls, but 
don't know how to clean them before using 
new silk thread to restring.   

LIVE DEMO:  
•  Janice’s specialty is pearls. She learned 

how to restring them from a dear friend 
who was a jewelry designer and over the  
years has reknotted hundreds of necklaces. 
Her first step is always washing the pearls. 
Here is how she does it. 

Learning: 
Pearl Knotting Handout 
FB LIVE Pearl Knotting Broadcast  
 
 

Points to consider:  

•  Redesign. It’s hard to let go of a beloved 
piece. How can you recreate the spirit of 
the piece and remake it into something 
that will be just as loved? 

•  Cutting pearls apart for restringing. Use wire 
cutters and a lot of caution! 

 
•  How to care for pearls to keep them in 

good condition. 

 
 



REPAIRING FINE CHAIN WITHOUT SOLDERING 

Question: 
•  My daughter was wearing this necklace and 

it caught on her sweater and the jump ring 
came apart. The space to connect the jump 
ring from the chain to the clasp was very small 
so I made a jump ring from 24 gauge Artistic 
Wire. After making the jump ring, I hammered 
to work harden. Once I was able to get it 
through the chain and into the clasp, I 
decided to overlap the ends of ring so the 
ring couldn’t separate. When you need to use 
a small jump ring at a point that will receive a 
lot of stress, is it okay to overlap for security? 

 
LIVE DEMO:  
•  Kate shows how to wire wrap using a fine 

gauge wire, clasp and chain. 
 
Learning: 
How to Wire Wrap a Bead Unit 
FB LIVE Wire Wrapping 
 
 

Points to consider:  

•  Security. Jump rings made of fine gauge 
wire won’t hold under stress. 

•  An oval or  rounded loop is more secure 
than a flattened loop as there is more 
movement and less stress on the 
connection. 

 
 



REPAIRING FINE CHAIN WITHOUT SOLDERING PART 2 

Question: 
•  I got this necklace from my sister-in-law. I was 

wondering if you have any idea how to repair 
this ? 

•  Unfortunately the chain is pretty "tight" in the 
links, so I can't just add a jump ring which I 
would usually do… 

•  What would you suggest ? 
•  The chain is fairly stiff, so I'm thinking "folding it 

over" and do some kind of crimping might not 
be possible either... 

 
Suggested Products: 
•  We like the Oval and Foldover Crimps for this 

repair. Shop all of our crimps here. 
 
 
 

Points to consider:  

•  Is the chain too fragile to crimp? 

•  Use glue to secure the chain in the crimp so 
it does not have to be closed so tightly. 

 

 
 



REPAIRING AN EARRING WITHOUT SOLDERING 

Question: 
•  This earring has a broken loop at the 

bottom of the earring. Since it is a 
plated, base metal finding with stones, 
it would be impossible to solder. What’s 
the solution?  

 
LIVE DEMO:  
•  Make a small figure-8 tag and glue to 

the back of the broken earring to make 
a new loop. 

 
 
 

Points to consider:  
•  This piece is not able to be soldered. 

The flame would melt the piece and 
using a soldering iron would be way 
too messy. 

 
 
 
 



RHINESTONE REPAIR 

Question: 
•  This pair of Marcasite earrings has 

missing stones. What is the best way 
to securely glue the stones in place? 
Also how do you clean a piece that 
has rhinestones in it?  

 
LIVE DEMO:  
•  Kate shows how to make a helpful 

tool for gluing rhinestones. 
 
 
 

Points to consider:  
•  Glue: Use glue sparingly! A little goes 

a long way. 

 

 
 


