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It Takes a Village
by Janice Parsons

Relaxed and ready for summer, this design is 
uncomplicated…just the way it should be! With only 5 
ingredients, it’s a cinch to make. We love the carved, 
bone pendants and they seem to pair so well with 
padre beads or even an assortment of 6/0 seed beads. 
So, get ready for the pool or the beach…this is your 
go-anywhere summer necklace. Please read all 
instructions before starting.
Level: All
Time to complete: 2 hours

1. For a necklace 16-20 inches in length, cut 2
lengths of .5mm cotton 45 inches each (=1-1/2 yards each) 
using sharp scissors or a flush cutter.
Our sample in this handout is 17 inches in length, or 8-1/2 
inches from the nape of the neck to where the pendant will 
hang.
Take the measurement for your own necklace. Where do 
you want it to hang? Use a tape measure to calculate your 
total length. For a necklace longer than 17 inches, allow 
more length as indicated  in Step 5.

2. Find the halfway point in both pieces of cotton
and string on a Zebra bead that will become the “button”, so 
choose a bead that is not round.
Feed all four ends through the Transitions crimp bead.
Using Chain Nose Pliers, flatten the Transitions crimp bead. 
Try to ensure the cotton cord is laying side-by-side and not 
bunched up. Once you’ve crimped, just check it’s really 
secure. If not, go back and crimp a bit more.

1.

2.

Ingredients

- 1 pkg Antique Pewter Transitions

 - 1 pkg Zebra beads

- 1 Spool .5 Denim Cotton Cord

 - 1 Bleached Women of Ashanti Pendant

- 1 Strand Aqua Padres or Tube of 6/0 

Seed Beads

Studio Essentials

- Zap Jewelry Gel Glue

- Flush Cutters

- Chain Nose Pliers

- Measuring Tape or Handy Tape
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5. About 4-1/2 inches down the cotton cord,
string on another Transitions bead. Check
that your 3 cords are laying side by side
before you crimp. Use your Chain Nose
Pliers to crimp the metal bead flat.
Depending on the length you want your
necklace, this distance can vary. For a
necklace 18 inches in length, place the
Transitions bead at the 5 inch mark and
crimp.
For a 20 inch necklace, position the
Transitions bead at about the 5-1/2 inch
mark and crimp.

3-4. Using sharp flush cutters, cut away one of the cotton cords, which will leave you with 3 cords for stringing 
your beads. Cut as close as you can up against the crimp bead.

3. 4.

5.

6. Next string all cords through a Zebra bead.

6.
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7. Before you can string your Padre beads, you
will probably need to angle-cut the ends of your 
cotton cords so you can fit the varying hole sizes of 
your beads.
Using your Zap Glue, coat the last 2 inches of each 
cord with glue. Immediately wipe away any excess 
before it dries. Use a piece of saran wrap or plastic 
baggie to remove the excess. Don’t use your fingers! 
Give the glue about 5 minutes to really harden.
Using your sharp flush cutters, angle-cut each end 
to a nice point to create a self-needle.
Note: You may have to repeat this several times as 
the points can get dull with use.

8. Before you begin stringing your Padres, separate your beads into about two equal piles. String on
all 3 cords about 3 inches of beads from one pile. Try to keep the lengths of each close to one another, but 
they don’t have to be perfect. You will probably have some beads that just don’t fit on the cotton. This is to be 
expected. Save them for another project.

7.

8.

9. Before stringing on your pendant, make sure
the jump ring is securely closed. We supply two 
jump rings with the Ashanti Women Pendant in case 
the hole is large enough to accommodate two rings. 
Two is stronger than one!
String all cords through the jump ring.

9.
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10. String on the second group of
Padres. Check that this side is similar 
to the first side and that all of them are 
similar in length.

String on a Zebra bead and a 
Transitions bead. 

11. Before you crimp down the Transitions
bead, leave a bit of “air” on the cotton cord 
between the Padre beads and the Zebra 
bead. This will allow the beads to relax on the 
cotton and not look cramped.
Crimp the transitions bead using Chain 
Nose Pliers.

10.

11.

12. Use your flush cutters or scissors to
cut all three cords the same length about 
one inch away from the ends. This is a 
helpful tip so when you loop your cords 
back through the Transitions beads you can 
gauge when the loops are even. 

12.

13. String on the last Transitions Crimp you
need. Check that the placement of it is across 
from where the first one is.

13.

http://beadshop.com


Copyright 2015 All Rights Reserved. www.beadshop.com. Permission granted to reproduce for personal use only.
May not be altered or reproduced for commercial use without prior authorization in writing from beadshop.com �5

14. Loop your cords back through the Transitions
crimp and create a button loop large enough to fit 
your bead but not too big that it comes undone too 
easily. Recheck placement of crimp bead before 
crimping down with your Chain Nose Pliers.

14.

15-16. You have the option of adding a bead or two to each tail. If you do, tie an overhand knot below the 
beads. It’s advisable to put just a spot of glue inside each knot before you tighten. Allow to dry and snip the extra 
end of each tail with your flush cutters.
Or, you can use flush cutters and cut the tails off just below the Transitions crimp bead. Your choice!

15. 16.

You are done and ready for the beach or pool. We hope you’ve 
enjoyed this project, It Takes a Village. Let us know what you created. 
You can contact us at: info@beadshop.com. Thanks so much and 
happy beading!
Janice
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