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In 2013, Brittany Ketcham created and filmed a project 
that is just as popular today as it was then. It’s hard to 
improve on perfection, but our team has made a few 
minor modifications to a classic. This handout is 
intended to go with Brittany’s video, so be sure to 
watch it first. 

Set aside about 5 hours so you have time to watch and 
bead. If you’re new to making a leather wrap, In the 
Garden is a great project; it uses just two easy stitches 
and a few beads. Please see the last page of this 
handout for a complete overview Project Map of 
Orchid. 

There are as many variations on this design 
as there are colors in the universe. All you 
need are: 
3 Yards of 1.5mm Leather
3 Colors of Regular C-Lon
1 Tube of 8/0 Metal Seed Beads* 
1 Strand of Little Shadows* 
1 Button
1 or More Charms

*Brittany used two colors of metals in her 
video sample, Orchid, but you can keep it 
to one tube of 8/0 Metal and 1 Strand of 
Little Shadows and you’ll still have beads 
left over. 

In the Garden 
Project and Video by Brittany Ketcham-Roney 
Handout by Janice Parsons 

Orchid 
by Brittany Ketcham

Honey Dew 
by Grace Noland
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1. Brittany begins by introducing us to the Ultimate Design 
Board, still a favorite for so many beading projects. She 
also talks about the Thread Zap, a product we no longer 
carry for singeing threads. We found them unpredictable 
and now prefer to seal threads with GS Hypo Cement and 
cut excess cord away with Flush Cutters.

2. We also use a Design Tray and Insert for In the Garden. In 
this shot, Grace is showing how she has secured the leather 
to the board using binder clips.  

For a long bracelet like In the Garden, you would wrap the 
leather around the board and secure the button and tail 
with rat tail or scrap twine. See our Skill Builder: How to 
Secure a Project to a Design Tray.

3. In the video, Brittany begins by cutting 80 inches of 
leather. We now recommend 2-1/2 yards to 3 yards of 
leather. The trend today is for longer wrap bracelets and, if 
you’re making it for a man, the average wrist is about 8 
inches. That length requires a minimum of 80 inches of 
leather for a five wrap. So, it’s better to be safe than sorry. 

4. The first two sections Brittany completes are Macramé 
Square Knots with Beads and Laddering with Little 
Shadows. In the video, Brittany cuts 4 yards of C-Lon and 
threads it through the button shank to the cord’s halfway 
point. If you are new to these techniques, please see our 
Skill Builder: How to Macramé and How to Ladder.

5. Secure your C-lon to the project by completing 4 square 
macramé knots below the button. Then string about 50 
metal seed beads on the C-Lon side that has the “bump” 
sticking up. Refer to the video to see this and how Brittany 
demonstrates turning the last bead on the cord into a 
“stopper bead.” This first section of macramé with beads is 
about 6-1/2 inches (or your wrist measurement). 

https://www.beadshop.com/products/ultimate-design-board
https://www.beadshop.com/products/ultimate-design-board
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gs-hypo-cement
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https://www.beadshop.com/products/deep-dish-project-tray
https://www.beadshop.com/products/project-tray-inserts
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-secure-a-project-to-a-project-tray
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-secure-a-project-to-a-project-tray
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-macrame
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-ladder
http://beadshop.com
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https://www.beadshop.com/products/ultimate-design-board
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gs-hypo-cement
https://www.beadshop.com/products/eurotool-ultra-flush-cutters
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https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-secure-a-project-to-a-project-tray
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-macrame
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-ladder
http://beadshop.com
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6. For Section Two, which uses laddering, Brittany 
transitions by ending Section One with several macramé 
knots. Then using the same C-Lon cords, she wraps around 
each leg of leather twice and then strings on a Little 
Shadow coming from opposite sides. 

7. You will continue laddering this section for about 6-1/2 
inches (or your wrist measurement).  Brittany recommends 
keeping your cord tension steady but not too tight. It’s 
important to remember that if the thread is too tight, it can 
break. And, what also can happen is that when you take it 
off the board, if it’s too tight, the beads can’t move along 
the leather as it wraps around your wrist. The consequence 
is a wrap bracelet that looks ”wrinkled” or twisted. 

8. When you’re ready to start your next section, cut 4 yards 
of a new color of C-Lon. As you transition to the new color 
of C-Lon and the Third Section, you don’t need to glue the 
old C-Lon. The old cord will live inside the first few knots. 
Cut away the excess old C-Lon after about three complete 
knots. 

9. Brittany mentions that her new C-Lon could use some 
Bees Wax. Sometimes, the cord from one spool feels less 
supple than another. It can feel stiff or rough. If you prefer, 
run your C-Lon several times along bees wax and it should 
be easier to work with. 

10. Begin this new section with several macramé knots. 
Add your 50 or so Metal Seed Beads to the one side of C-
Lon that has the bump.  

Note: For anyone new to macramé, the bump just helps 
remind you which side you should do your next knot on. Is 
it a “P” or a “Q?” 

http://beadshop.com
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/products/bees-wax
https://www.beadshop.com/products/bees-wax
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11. Continue for about 6-1/2 inches (or your wrist 
measurement). End with about 4 complete Macramé Knots. 
You will continue with the same C-Lon for your next section. 
If you find you are running low on thread, you can 
transition to a new color at any time. There’s no right or 
wrong to this project! 

12. Your next section is laddering with Little Shadows. 
Continue this section for about 6-1/2 inches (or your wrist 
measurement). End it with a few macramé stitches. 

13. This last section more than likely won’t need as much C-
Lon as the others did. Brittany doesn’t mention in the video 
how much C-Lon to cut. 3 yards will be more than enough. 

Add your new C-Lon cord in by knotting over the tails of 
the old cord.  

14. This last section is Macramé with Beads. Continue this 
as long as necessary to get the correct length. Brittany 
recommends measuring to make sure it’s the correct 
length before you  say you’re done. She then recommends 
using glue along the last inch or so of leather. 

15. If you are adding a charm that has a bail, like Grace did 
on Honey Dew, string the charm onto the leather tails when 
you try it on. It requires untying the whole project. But this 
is a good task to remind you to try it on! Move the charm 
up into the body of the macramé. 

http://beadshop.com
http://beadshop.com
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16. Continue your macramé for another four square knots 
and then finish with the glue, as Brittany demonstrates in 
the video. You can see in our new Honey Dew sample that 
Grace is quite generous with the glue. Cut your excess C-
Lon with care using Flush Cutters or Thread Snips. It’s okay 
to leave about a 1/16” of C-Lon, like a crew cut. Eventually 
it will curl up and won’t even be noticeable.

17. If you have a Thread Zap, follow along the video to end 
your cords. 

18. To measure for your button, fit it between the legs of 
the leather to gauge how large an opening you need to 
leave. 

19. Cut about 18” of C-Lon to macramé 2-4 full square 
knots. Add glue on the knots as Brittany demonstrates. Use 
Flush Cutters or Thread Snips to cut away excess C-Lon. 

20. Remove your project from your board and tie an 
overhand knot with the ends of leather just below the 
macramé knots. Leave about an inch of leather on each tail 
and then cut away the rest. 

http://beadshop.com
http://beadshop.com


6

Copyright 2017 beadshop.com. All rights reserved. Redwood City, Ca 94063

Note how Brittany added a charm when she completed the bracelet. She used an extra large jump 
ring and Chain Nose Pliers to attach a Mr. Bumble Charm around the knotted leather. 

Orchid Project Maps

http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/products/eurotool-chain-nose
https://www.beadshop.com/products/mr-bumble-silver
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/products/eurotool-chain-nose
https://www.beadshop.com/products/mr-bumble-silver
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Honey Dew Project Map

http://beadshop.com
http://beadshop.com



