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Brittany is back! A former employee and still-designer with beadshop.com, Brittany 
has some amazing tricks up her sleeve to help us learn one of her most sought-after 

projects, the West County Cuff. Admittedly, not many of us at beadshop have 
attempted this…myself and Kate included! So sit back, relax, and learn with us! 

Find the ingredients for Brittany’s purple cuff and Kate’s (first ever!) blue one at the 
very end of these notes, as well as right on beadshop.com's West County Cuff page. 

Inspired by Sonoma County, California, these cuffs have a lot of character and take 
just a little bit of know-how and patience…stick with it! The results are amazing.  

We I to chat today!! Want to skip it? 
Head to Minute Marker 7:45 to hear about the project and materials, 

and at Minute Marker 19:00 we get to the beadwork.

With Kate Richbourg and Brittany Ketcham-Roney  
on Beadshop LIVE  
Project by Brittany Ketcham-Roney 
Photography by Baranduin Briggs and Karen Marshall 
Episode Notes by Drea Carbone 

Beadshop LIVE: 7.10.19  
West County Cuff

http://beadshop.com
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff
http://beadshop.com
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff
http://beadshop.com
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Working on a Macramé Board, Brittany sets up 
her project. Cut 6ft of leather to start, and 2 
yards of KP thread. You want plenty of leather, 
but not so much stringing material to drive you 
batty. You can aways add thread later!  
Fold your leather in half, you’ll be starting right 
in the middle. This will become your button 
loop. Make sure it’s large enough to 
accommodate your button, and use your KO 
thread to macramé a few knots to close the 
loop…just a few knots will do, you’ll be 
laddering next to this closure later! 

Next, take your two tails of thread and bring them around from the outside of your 
leather in, twice. See how they’re wrapped around the leather two times? Now add 
your first bead. This really helps to establish your laddering technique. Right here 
we are using the Traditional Laddering skill, not Infinity Stitch. So you’re bringing 
your two threads through the your single 8/0 bead hole from opposite ends, then 
under and around your leather legs again and then into the next two 8/0 beads, 
tapering your leather legs outward so you can then accommodate Tilas…but more 
on Tilas in just a sec… 

Minute Marker 19:00 
Brittany and Kate recommend starting our your first West County Cuff with similar 
ingredients to our samples, just so you know how the beads work together and 
have a good footing to start with! Check out our West County Cuff Recipe here, and 
all of our samples here. Find the Original Handout here. 

https://www.beadshop.com/pages/search-results-page?q=anne+dilker
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-macrame
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff-recipe
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0273/4555/files/west-county-cuff-PDF.pdf?8831925657518754618
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-ladder
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-ladder
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff-recipe
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0273/4555/files/west-county-cuff-PDF.pdf?8831925657518754618
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/search-results-page?q=anne+dilker
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-macrame
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Minute Marker 30:00 
Tila time! Remember that these beads have two holes, 
and the trick is to treat each hole as if it is its own 
separate bead. Bring your threads through from the 
opposite sides through one hole first, then around your 
leather and then through the second hole. 
Having trouble getting to the second hole? Do as Brit 
does and flip that bead upwards so the second hole is 
easily accessible.

Continue to ladder your Tilas until the row fits snugly around your wrist. You’ll be 
adding about another ½” of length as you create the other rows of your bracelet, 
where the leather criss-crosses and your button will live. As you ladder, be sure to 
leave air between your beads so that the beads can curve around your wrist without 
popping out of place. Beads that are too crowded together won’t lay right! 

Minute Marker 39:00 
Taper your row back down with 8/0s. Take your bracelet 
off your board and cross your leather legs, one over the 
other. Grab a Big Eye Needle and thread one side of 
your KP through the eye. Leave a tiny bit of room 
between your last 8/0 and the “X” where the leather 
crosses, your button will live there later. 
For the purposes of our show, we’re making a very tiny 
bracelet! Make sure yours is the correct length for you 
and not our miniature version!  

Minute Marker 43:30 
Bring your leather around so each leg will be parallel to 
your row of Tilas. You can put the thread and leather 
from one side aside for now, you’ll be working on one 
row at a time. Pick up an 8/0 bead on your needle, and 
begin a modified Infinity Stitch between these new legs 
of leather it’s almost like looming… Again, taper your 
beads outward from one 8/0 to two 8/0s before adding 
your larger beads…this time we’ll use 5mm Rondelles.

http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/infinity-stitch
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/infinity-stitch
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Don’t worry if your leather is loose, or threads are loose…you can tighten after you 
have a few beads established. Be sure to continue to leave a bit of air between your 
beads. Continue to Infinity Stitch your Rondelles all the way down until you reach the 
base of your button loop. Use your needle to easily bring your thread around the leg 
of leather that already has the Tilas beaded into place…the needle helps you to aim 
and place the threads. You’re only going around the leather, not through the Tilas.

Minute Marker 54:00 
Is your thread too short? Brittany has a great 
and easy-peasy way to add more. She simply 
cuts a new length of thread, holds one end 
alongside her old thread, and ties a simple 
overhand knot with both threads. This knot 
will eventually be hidden within your 
beadwork somewhere…just trim the tails 
short! 
 
Once you’ve beaded to the base of your 
button loop, stop with this side and switch to 
the next row of beads that will lie along the 
other side of your Tilas. Ignore the 
beadwork around the button loop for now! 

http://beadshop.com
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Minute Marker 1:00:00 
Once again, begin this row by tapering out with your 8/0 seed beads using Infinity 
Stitch with your needled thread. Don’t forget, you can adjust your threads and leather 
as you bead, so don’t stress if it seems a bit loose at first. 
 
When we created our second row we went a bit too fast for some to follow in the 
video…so as we stitch these 6mm Fire Polish beads into place Brittany slows it down 
so we can follow more closely step-by-step…follow along with the photos below!

http://beadshop.com
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Minute Marker 1:07:00 
As Brittany continues to bead her 6mms along to 
her button loop base, Kate shows us what’s 
going on with her sample, a blue-and-bronze 
sample which she calls Road to LA. 
Kate has a few tips and tricks as she beads. 
Having struggled with traditional laddering, Kate 
is now noticing how her correctly-laddered 
threads all slant in the same direction, cluing her 
in to when she makes a misstep and ladders the 
wrong way. Good eye, Kate! 

Minute Marker 1:12:30 
Back to Brit! While you will be using the same 
threads and technique to go around your button 
loop, Brittany recommends taking a good break 
and coming back to your beading later so you 
have a fresh mind before tackling something that 
could prove challenging! Good advice…she 
mentions this more than once…try beading just 
one row at a time, taking one per day, and 
coming back to the next later. 

Begin to bead your Miyuki Cubes, using that 
same Infinity technique, around your button 
loop. You want to bead about ⅓ of the way 
around your loop before you criss-cross your 
leather. 

Brittany adds five Cubes and stops. She then 
adds five Cubes from the other side and stops.  
Now it’s time to cross the leathers again, and 
you’ll bead around both of them! On one side 
you’ll have the inner single strand of leather, on 
the outside two strands of leather side by side…

https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la
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Minute Marker 1:27:30 
Pick one side and add beads to fill in the gap around 
the button hole, keeping your threads a bit loose and 
tightening when you’re finished. You’ll need to shift 
and adjust your beads as you go so you can fit them 
around the curve and adjust both strands of leather as 
you work. Brittany has her bracelet pinned in place 
and rotates her board to help her bead, rather than 
moving the bracelet itself. Take your time!

Minute Marker 1:33:30  
With the other side, go through those same “filler” beads in the opposite direction 
This further secures your criss-crossed leather and sets your thread up to be in the 
correct position to finish your final rows of beadwork. 

Minute Marker 1:36:00  
Checking in with Kate, who has nearly finished her center row of Tilas, asks Brittany to 
help measure for length around her wrist. Remember, you want your Tile row (plus 
your 8/0 tapered sections) to fit just around your wrist from the end of the button loop 
to the end of your beadwork. 

Minute Marker 1:42:00  
Back to Britt! Now, on either side of the button loop’s criss crossed leather she is 
assigned a section of 8/0 seed beads. On one side, she will end the row after just an 
inch or so of beadwork, gluing the leather strands together and hiding the splice with 
a silk wrap. On the other side, she will bead a complete row and then end with another 
wrap…see Page 12 for the project map fully laying out where that final row travels.

http://beadshop.com
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Minute Marker 1:50:00  
Let’s join that leather! After your last bead is on, take your thread and tie a couple 
knots around the leathers to close them off and keep them together. Add a dab of 
glue to reinforce. This is all going to be covered up by your Regular C-Lon silk 
wrap, so it doesn’t have to be pretty! Leave a few  millimeters of leather past your 
knots and angle cut your leather so it really tapers in. Now you’ll silk wrap around 
all this. Since you have laddered beadwork, you’ll need a needle to help wrap the 
C-Lon around and around. Brittany suggests using a Big Eye Needle for this. Start 
your silk wrap by the beads and work your wraps towards the cut leather end. 
Check out the silk wrap technique in our Skill Builder: How to Silk Wrap 

Brittany lets us know that you’re more than welcome to keep beading another row! 
You do you, gang! It’s one reason why it’s a good idea to start off with a very long 
piece of leather. 

Brittany accidentally silk wraps in the wrong 
direction! Whoops! No sooner did she say 
that it may take a few tries than she needs to 
take a second try! It happens to all of us. Pay 
attention to which direction you’re wrapping 
and where your loops are! 

Meanwhile, Kate has completed her first 
criss-cross and is starting on her second row 
of beadwork. Her “road trip” is moving along 
nicely now! 

https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-silk-wrap
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-silk-wrap
http://beadshop.com
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Minute Marker 2:08:30 
Once your bracelet is complete, it’s time to add your button. With a new piece of 
leather strung through your button shank, bring the tails around the first criss cross 
you made on the bracelet, one inside it and one outside it, and tie a simple 
overhand knot in the leather to secure the button in place. Finagle that knot so it’s 
close to the button, and you can either trim the ends short or keep them long as 
decoration. Since our on-air sample isn’t complete, see the bottom right photo 
pointing out the two spaces where your leather should be inserted. 

Minute Marker 2:11:00 
Brittany answers a few questions from our live broadcast commenters and goes 
over the entire project once more, start to finish. 
 
One question is about ending with those silk wraps, and why it’s not a complete 
row. Brittany has tried a silk wrap over both leather ends, meaning three strands of 
leather together, but it fell apart on her. You can certainly extend your final row 
more, Brittany just prefers the symmetry of having a silk wrap at either end. As 
always, you do you! 

Check the project map for details on Kate’s finished cuff. Note her variation on the 
closure technique. She ended both strands on the button end. She crossed the 
leather strands through the button shank and then laddered  and silk wrapped 
each tail on either side to taper at the end.   
Don’t stress over this beadwork…it’s more forgiving than you think! It’s a time-
consuming project, but it’s so worth it in the end! You can adjust your threads,  
your leather…do it as you go and make it work for you.  
Who is the boss of the West County Cuff? YOU ARE!  
 

➔➔

http://beadshop.com
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Links to Us… 
beadshop YouTube Channel 
beadshop Facebook Page 
beadshop Twitter Page 
beadshop on Instagram 
The Bead Table Blog 
Newsletter Sign Up 
FB Community-The Bead Table 
info@beadshop.com 
kate@beadshop.com 
janice@beadshop.com 
drea@beadshop.com

Links to Events and More… 
• Last Week’s Episode: Intro to Micro Macramé 
• Beadshop LIVE Youtube Playlist   
• Beadshop LIVE Archive Page 
• Free Tip Friday YouTube Playlist   
• FTF Archive Page  
• The Journey Bead Retreat

That’s it, gang! Thanks for hanging in there for our EPIC broadcast today! We 
learned so much and can’t thank Brittany enough for her time and amazing skill. 

Check out full project maps on Page 12 and on the project pages themselves so 
you can see the paths these bracelets take more clearly…and of course… 

Happy beading! 

https://www.beadshop.com/collections/bluebonnet
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3ehcpsDOsCLjrCdbypJijZI
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/facebook-live
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3e9OSCxgkG0n9mrW3gAHebF
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/free-tip-friday
https://www.beadshop.com/products/the-journey-bead-retreat
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/bluebonnet
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3ehcpsDOsCLjrCdbypJijZI
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/facebook-live
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3e9OSCxgkG0n9mrW3gAHebF
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/free-tip-friday
https://www.beadshop.com/products/the-journey-bead-retreat
https://www.youtube.com/user/beadshop1
https://www.facebook.com/beadshopdotcom?v=wall
https://twitter.com/beadshopdotcom
https://www.instagram.com/beadshopdotcom/
http://beadtable.blogspot.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001ZaS58ajNOw0Rjn57kDQ_PBiY9jCbkrqtKqN4c8w5r8JQYqnX8RjuWOdxxhg2iUL2ZC5HB66fUpeoc-ZGsVNQiMTEakn05eljSSf7EtHSsIM=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921032811379133/
mailto:info@beadshop.com
mailto:kate@beadshop.com
mailto:janice@beadshop.com
mailto:drea.beadshop@gmail.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/user/beadshop1
https://www.facebook.com/beadshopdotcom?v=wall
https://twitter.com/beadshopdotcom
https://www.instagram.com/beadshopdotcom/
http://beadtable.blogspot.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001ZaS58ajNOw0Rjn57kDQ_PBiY9jCbkrqtKqN4c8w5r8JQYqnX8RjuWOdxxhg2iUL2ZC5HB66fUpeoc-ZGsVNQiMTEakn05eljSSf7EtHSsIM=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921032811379133/
mailto:info@beadshop.com
mailto:kate@beadshop.com
mailto:janice@beadshop.com
mailto:drea.beadshop@gmail.com?subject=
http://beadshop.com
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Links to This Project’s Ingredients… 
West County Cuff and Recipe 

Valley of the Moon 
1 Fragrant Blossom Button- Antique Copper 
1 Spool KO Thread- Dark Purple 
1 Spool Medium Purple Regular C-Lon 
1 Pkg 1.5mm Distressed Violet Indian Leather 
1 Strand 5mm Czech Rondelles- Lavender Mercury 
1 Strand 6mm Milky Alexandrite Moon Dust Czech Fire Polish 
1 Tube SB3-12F Metallic S/L Smoky Amethyst Miyuki Cubes 
1 Tube TL1867 Opaque Dark Orchid Luster Miyuki Tilas 
1 Tube 8-4248 Duracoat S/L Dyed Dark Lilac 8/0s 

Road to LA 
1 Old Coin Button- Brass 
1 Spool Hana Thread- Pebble 
1 Spool Golden Olive Regular C-Lon 
1 Pkg 1.5mm Distressed Denim Indian Leather 
1 Strand 5mm Czech Rondelles- Light Canary Mercury 
1 Strand 6mm Twilight Light Sapphire Czech Fire Polish 
1 Strand Little Shadows- Antique Brass 
1 Tube TL464 Light Gunmetal Miyuki Tilas 
1 Tube 8-4516 Picasso Montana Matte 8/0s

You will also want to have… 

1 Pkg Size 10 Beading Needles 
1 Pkg Big Eye Needles 

a Macramé Board and pins 
Thread Clippers 
Thread Burner

http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuf
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff-recipe
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/fragrant-blossom-antique-copper
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/ko-dark-purple
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/clon-regular-medium-purple
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/distressed-violet-indian-1-5mm
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/5mm-rondelles-lavender-mercury
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/6mm-milky-alexandrite-moon-dust
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/miyuki-cube-metallic-silver-lined-smoky-amethyst
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/tila-opaque-dark-orchid-luster
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/8-4248-duracoat-s-l-dyed-dark-lilac
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/buttons-old-coin-brass
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/pebble-hana-thread
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/clon-regular-golden-olive
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/leather-indian-1-5mm-distressed-denim
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/5mm-rondelles-light-canary-mercury
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/czech-glass-6mm-twilight-light-sapphire
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/little-shadows-antique-brass
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/tila-light-gunmetal
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/miyuki-8-picasso-montana-matte
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/beading-needles-10-4pack
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/needle-big-eye
https://www.beadshop.com/products/regular-macrame-board
https://www.beadshop.com/products/old-school-thread-clippers-1
https://www.beadshop.com/products/perfect-end-thread-burner
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/beading-needles-10-4pack
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/needle-big-eye
https://www.beadshop.com/products/regular-macrame-board
https://www.beadshop.com/products/old-school-thread-clippers-1
https://www.beadshop.com/products/perfect-end-thread-burner
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuf
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/west-county-cuff-recipe
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/fragrant-blossom-antique-copper
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/ko-dark-purple
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/clon-regular-medium-purple
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/distressed-violet-indian-1-5mm
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/5mm-rondelles-lavender-mercury
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/6mm-milky-alexandrite-moon-dust
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/miyuki-cube-metallic-silver-lined-smoky-amethyst
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/tila-opaque-dark-orchid-luster
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/valley-of-the-moon/products/8-4248-duracoat-s-l-dyed-dark-lilac
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/buttons-old-coin-brass
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/pebble-hana-thread
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/clon-regular-golden-olive
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/leather-indian-1-5mm-distressed-denim
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/5mm-rondelles-light-canary-mercury
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/czech-glass-6mm-twilight-light-sapphire
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/little-shadows-antique-brass
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/tila-light-gunmetal
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/road-to-la/products/miyuki-8-picasso-montana-matte
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