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Welcome back, Emily! We are so glad to see your smiling face again this week. And 
thank you so much for creating these stunning new Herringbone Ladder samples to 
share with us! These ladder bracelets use Infinity Stitch and a focus on Super Duos in 

a stunning herringbone design, alongside semiprecious stones and some pretty 
patterning. As Emily told us while creating these samples, she “has a lot to say” 
about this Herringbone Ladder! It’s a tricky one, but once you get the hang of it 

you’ll be going back to this sleek technique over and over again. 

Fair warning: we have some bumps in the road on this broadcast! 
The video cuts in and out, and we actually goof on the technique, too. 

In these Episode Notes I attempt to clear up any confusion! 

Want to skip the chit chat? Head to Minute Marker 12:00. Enjoy!

With Kate Richbourg and  
Emily Miller on Beadshop LIVE  
Samples by Emily Miller 
Photography by Baranduin Briggs  
and Karen Marshall 
Episode Notes by Drea Carbone 

Beadshop LIVE: 3.27.19  
Herringbone Ladder

http://beadshop.com
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Minute Marker 12:00 
Let’s get started! First, Emily reviews her 
materials and color palettes. She started 
with Star Cuts, and just look! Emily 
separated these beads by color to create 
this fabulous ombré effect. Keep in mind 
that these are natural stones and that 
each strand is different…colors and even 
sizes vary…not only from strand to strand 
but within each strand itself! Emily 
recommends purchasing two strands to 
increase your chances of getting as many 
beads as you want in the many colors you 
want. 

Our bracelets also use a second star, 
SuperDuos. Kate chats for a moment 
about our newest colors, which come 
with a Matte Rembrandt finish. Similar to 
Picasso, these beads have a painterly 
feel. Just like the stones, though, these 
can change from batch to batch! Be sure 
to purchase all you need for a project at 
once, because the next batch may not 
look quite the same. See these beads on 
the right? They’re both Lemon Matte 
Rembrandt…Emily’s sample uses beads 
from a batch that was actually baked for 
too long, causing deeper colors to form. 
The true color is more of a lemony-grey, 
without the warm orange and brown 
tones. 
SuperDuo tip! Since the beads are 
coated, check that both holes are open 
before you start your work!

https://www.beadshop.com/collections/gems-and-earth-stones?_=pf&pf_t_type=star%20cut
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/czech-glass?_=pf&pf_pt_type=superduo
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/gems-and-earth-stones?_=pf&pf_t_type=star%20cut
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/czech-glass?_=pf&pf_pt_type=superduo
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Minute Marker 25:00 
We also take a peek at our leather choices. Emily 
used the super skinny .5mm leather in her samples. 
Check out the contrast between hers and our 
original samples in Herringbone Ladder, which use 
1.5 and 2mm leathers. Emily wanted the beads to 
shine in these pieces, and not get overwhelmed by 
the leather. But…you do you! 
Minute Marker 32:00 
And a quick note about thread! While Emily is using 
FireLine in her samples, Hana and KO Threads are 
also great choices.
Minute Marker 39:00 
Our bracelets are rounded out with Hematite Cut Cubes, Stone Rounds, and Seed 
Beads. For our transition points we use Tribal Heishi, which will fit over this thin leather. 
If you’re using thicker leather you’ll want to size up your beads for these points…try 
Metal Sliders or even use some sections of macramé. 

Minute Marker 43:00 
Emily gets set up. Start with a button at the center of your leather. Emily chose small 
buttons, wanting something to allow the beadwork to be the focus. For the purposes of 
the show, Emily is working on a design tray insert only, using it the short way—thought 
she’s doing this for the purposes of the show. Using it the long way is likely a better 
idea! Using a clampers to hold her leather in place and a spool of thread beneath the 
leather (to give them some height), Emily begins with a few macramé knots using 
FireLine. Her thread is doubled, waxed, and she’s tying her macramé knots at the very 
end of the length, so she has a long length on the needle side and the short length of 
the tails to macramé with. With your tails, you can tuck them up underneath your 
established knots and secure with a dab of glue. With your needle side, you’ll begin to 
Infinity Stitch.

Skill Builders… 
Secure a Project to a Tray 

How to Macramé 
Infinity Stitch 

https://www.beadshop.com/collections/tribal-heishi
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/metal-beads?_=pf&pf_t_type=Sliders
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/buttons?_=pf&pf_t_size=Small:%208-12mm
https://www.beadshop.com/products/bees-wax
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gs-hypo-cement
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/skill-builders
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-secure-a-project-to-a-project-tray
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-macrame
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/infinity-stitch
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/herringbone-ladder
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/fireline
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/hana-thread
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/ko
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/skill-builders
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-secure-a-project-to-a-project-tray
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/how-to-macrame
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/infinity-stitch
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/tribal-heishi
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/metal-beads?_=pf&pf_t_type=Sliders
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/buttons?_=pf&pf_t_size=Small:%208-12mm
https://www.beadshop.com/products/bees-wax
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gs-hypo-cement
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/herringbone-ladder
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/fireline
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/hana-thread
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/ko
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Minute Marker 53:00 
Now, to start the Herringbone Ladder…this is 
tricky! And we actually end up showing you a few 
different ways, because we ourselves have gotten 
confused! What Emily begins to show isn’t going 
to work…son’t do it! You want to start with TWO 
SuperDuos, not one. The Way Emily shows is more 
the start of Seashore…another great project! 
Emily redoes this start a little later, but makes the 
same mistake. Whoops! This is a live show, folks…
so sorry. 

We have two great handouts on the correct 
Herringbone Ladder process: 
1. Lauren’s original handout, on our blog.  
2. Beadshop’s handout, found here on our site.  
These two versions show the added step of using 
seed beads along the sides while adding your 
SuperDuos. In Emily’s samples, we are not doing 
that, it’s SuperDuos only! 

Two things that are accurate during this portion…
we will be adding two beads at a time, and the 
start of the project IS tricky to establish, but one 
established it sets up well. Definitely practice this 
technique first with some scrap leather…you will 
be happy you did! 

The easiest way to start is by stitching a single 
seed bead into place to secure and establish your 
laddering. Infinity Stitch through this bead twice to 
secure. Are your seed beads tiny 11/0s? Taper out 
as seen to the right. With 6/0s and 8/0s you can 
get away with using just one and no need to taper 
outward.

⬆ Nope! Not this way ⬆ 

⬇Yes! Do this⬇

⬅  
We want the beads to 
fit inside each other 
in nice neat V’s.

⬅  
We don’t want them 
to stand parallel to 
the leather, like this.

https://www.beadshop.com/pages/seashore
https://beadtable.blogspot.com/2017/03/herringbone-bracelet-tutorial-by-lauren.html
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0273/4555/files/herringbone_ladder_handout_148499e8-d975-448f-ab0b-043eba88287c.pdf?9491753644465356363
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/seashore
https://beadtable.blogspot.com/2017/03/herringbone-bracelet-tutorial-by-lauren.html
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0273/4555/files/herringbone_ladder_handout_148499e8-d975-448f-ab0b-043eba88287c.pdf?9491753644465356363
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Minute Marker 1:07:00 
Emily chats about adding/ending a thread. This is covered both in the video here and 
in our Infinity Stitch Skill Builder. All you need to do is bury your thread into your 
beadwork. Need to drop or add thread while in the middle of the Herringbone? 
Same idea. Just bury a new thread in the established beadwork, and keep going! It’s 
a bit trickier…but it can be done!

Remember, as with all two-holed beads you will treat 
each hole as a separate bead. Go through the top holes 
of these two SuperDuos, around your leather and back 
through those same top holes.  
Your next add will be through the second holes…but 
wait! As you go through these second holes you will also 
be adding new beads…go through the second hole of 
the first bead, pick up two new SuperDuos, then continue 
through the bottom hole of the second bead. This nestles 
your new beads into that nice little V shape. So what you 
are doing is going through all four holes one way, then all 
four on the way back. Lather, rinse, repeat! 

At the end of your Herringbone Ladder you’ll taper down 
to one bead. To do this, go through your second hole on 
the first bead, pick up only ONE SuperDuo, then 
continue through the second hole on the second bead…
make your second pass back through all three holes. 
Now, make your final pass through the one single bead’s

Once your seed bead is established, add TWO SuperDuos. This was why Emily 
went wrong…she added just one. Two are essential! 

second hole. I like to go through this final hole with more than one 
complete circuit to firmly hold it in place. You can then pass your 
thread through your transition beads to keep working, or if you’re 
ending entirely, I like to tie it off in a knot around the threads 
themselves (see arrow at right), so the knot is right up against the 
bead. Add a dab of glue, let dry, and trim your tails.

→

http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/infinity-stitch
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/infinity-stitch
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Minute Marker 1:11:30 
Emily’s transitions section use Tribal Heishi. Em angle cuts her leather to 
help fit both legs of leather through. Since leather can vary from batch to 
batch, you may find you also need a plier just to help grab that leather tip 
and bring it through. Or, you may even find it won’t fit at all…see what 
Emily did at the end of Sand and Water? She keeps the Heishi motif 
going, but adds them to the leather separately so they alternate between 
each other at the end, looking almost like a little zipper.

Minute Marker 1:15:00 
Our video has cut out a lot…so sorry! Emily is 
showing how she feeds her needle and thread right 
through her transition sections and can begin 
beading her next section. She also starts the 
Herringbone Ladder here again to try it again, but this 
is where she does the exact same start with a single 
bead, and not two. Don’t worry…now you know you 
need TWO beads to start and you will not have this 
problem crop up!

With the rest of the episode the gals go over the rest of Emily’s beadwork and 
patterning. Check out the next page to see the layouts of each bracelet.  

Emily also issues a photo challenge! From Em: 
Gather together 2 or more jewelry pieces that you’ve made and take one really great editorial 
photo.  I love to put a couple of items in one photo together that have some relationship.: similar 
colors, techniques, or styles that are in harmony. It’s great to look at fashion magazines or 
catalogs for inspiration, getting a grouping that “speaks” to you. You may need to edit down, 
taking out things that don’t quite work together. This also 
means picking the best photo! Be critical, but use only 
constructive criticism to make your photos better! 

My favorite way to get a great photo is to use a ‘soft box’ with 
at least two lights. I use one from Cowboy Studios, but they 
are widely available on Amazon or your photo dealer. I like an 
opaque white plexiglas background for that floating 
appearance, with really even lighting. I’ll put some examples 
up on The Bead Table Facebook group to show what I mean 
and talk more about photo editing. 

https://www.beadshop.com/collections/sand-and-water
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/sand-and-water
http://beadshop.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921032811379133/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921032811379133/
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http://beadshop.com
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Links to Us… 
beadshop YouTube Channel 
beadshop Facebook Page 
beadshop Twitter Page 
beadshop on Instagram 
The Bead Table Blog 
Newsletter Sign Up 
FB Community-The Bead Table 
info@beadshop.com 
kate@beadshop.com 
janice@beadshop.com 
drea@beadshop.com

Links to Events and More… 
• Last Week’s Episode: Patterning With Stones 
• Beadshop LIVE Youtube Playlist   
• Beadshop LIVE Archive Page 
• Free Tip Friday YouTube Playlist   
• FTF Archive Page  
• The Journey Bead Retreat

So happy to have Emily back this week…
she’ll be back again in May! Stay tuned! 
 

Thanks for tuning in for this 
episode and for learning 
along with us. Don’t worry, 
we’ll continue to work out 
the kinks in our live 
broadcast and we’ll keep 
working on that 
Herringbone Ladder to fine 
tune our technique! 
 
Happy beading!

https://youtu.be/5vn0T8sa3_k
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3ehcpsDOsCLjrCdbypJijZI
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/facebook-live
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3e9OSCxgkG0n9mrW3gAHebF
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/free-tip-friday
https://www.beadshop.com/products/the-journey-bead-retreat
https://www.youtube.com/user/beadshop1
https://www.facebook.com/beadshopdotcom?v=wall
https://twitter.com/beadshopdotcom
https://www.instagram.com/beadshopdotcom/
http://beadtable.blogspot.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001ZaS58ajNOw0Rjn57kDQ_PBiY9jCbkrqtKqN4c8w5r8JQYqnX8RjuWOdxxhg2iUL2ZC5HB66fUpeoc-ZGsVNQiMTEakn05eljSSf7EtHSsIM=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921032811379133/
mailto:info@beadshop.com
mailto:kate@beadshop.com
mailto:janice@beadshop.com
mailto:drea.beadshop@gmail.com?subject=
https://youtu.be/5vn0T8sa3_k
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3ehcpsDOsCLjrCdbypJijZI
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/facebook-live
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzPwVhIRek3e9OSCxgkG0n9mrW3gAHebF
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/free-tip-friday
https://www.beadshop.com/products/the-journey-bead-retreat
http://beadshop.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/beadshop1
https://www.facebook.com/beadshopdotcom?v=wall
https://twitter.com/beadshopdotcom
https://www.instagram.com/beadshopdotcom/
http://beadtable.blogspot.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001ZaS58ajNOw0Rjn57kDQ_PBiY9jCbkrqtKqN4c8w5r8JQYqnX8RjuWOdxxhg2iUL2ZC5HB66fUpeoc-ZGsVNQiMTEakn05eljSSf7EtHSsIM=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921032811379133/
mailto:info@beadshop.com
mailto:kate@beadshop.com
mailto:janice@beadshop.com
mailto:drea.beadshop@gmail.com?subject=


 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                   
Copyright 2019. All Rights Reserved. beadshop.com, Redwood City, California �9

Links to This Project’s Ingredients… 
Herringbone Ladder and Recipe 

Sand and Water 
1 Josie Button- Silver 
1 Pkg .5mm Metallic Pearl Indian Leather 
1 Spool FireLine- 4lb Crystal 
1 Tube Cobalt Matte Rembrandt SuperDuos 
1 Tube DB-001 Gunmetal 11/0 Delica Beads 
1 Strand Tribal Heishi- Silver 
1 Strand Matte Black Gold Amazonite Star Cuts 
1 Strand 4mm Botswana Agate Rounds 
1 Strand Matte Silver Hematite Cut Cubes 

Stormy Water 
1 Peekaboo! Button- Sterling Silver 
1 Pkg .5mm Distressed Denim Indian Leather 
1 Spool FireLine- 4lb Smoke Grey 
1 Tube Matte Rembrandt Emerald SuperDuos 
1 Tube DB-0021 Steel 11/0 Delica Beads 
1 Strand Tribal Heishi- Silver 
1 Strand 6mm Peruvian Amazonite Star Cuts 
1 Strand 4mm Labradorite Rounds 
1 Strand Matte Metallic Blue Hematite Cut Cubes 

Copper Sunrise 
1 Josie Button- Copper 
1 Pkg .5mm Distressed Pumpkin Indian Leather 
1 Spool FireLine- 4lb Smoke Grey 
1 Tube Lemon Matte Rembrandt SuperDuos 
1 Tube DB-2110 Toast 11/0 Delica Beads 
1 Strand Tribal Heishi- Copper 
1 Strand Matte Natural Agate Star Cuts 
1 Strand 4mm Carnelian Rounds 
1 Strand Rose Gold Hematite Cut Cubes

You will also want to have… 

Size 10 Beading Needles, Beeswax 
Design Board, and Thread Clippers 

Hint hint… 

Are we sold out of 
Hematite Cut Cubes? 

Try Little Shadows instead! 

https://www.beadshop.com/pages/search-results-page?q=hematite+cut+cubes
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/search-results-page?q=little+shadows&page=1&rb_product_type=Metal+Beads
https://www.beadshop.com/products/beading-needles-10-4pack
https://www.beadshop.com/products/bees-wax
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/tools?_=pf&pf_t_type=design%20boards
https://www.beadshop.com/products/old-school-thread-clippers-1
http://beadshop.com
https://www.beadshop.com/products/beading-needles-10-4pack
https://www.beadshop.com/products/bees-wax
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/tools?_=pf&pf_t_type=design%20boards
https://www.beadshop.com/products/old-school-thread-clippers-1
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/herringbone-ladder
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/herringbone-ladder-recipe
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/sand-and-water
https://www.beadshop.com/products/josie-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/metallic-pearl-5mm-indian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/fireline-4lb-crystal
https://www.beadshop.com/products/cobalt-matte-rembrandt
https://www.beadshop.com/products/db-001-delica-gunmetal-11-0
https://www.beadshop.com/products/tribal-heishi-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/matte-black-gold-amazonite-star-cut
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gem-botswana-agate-4mm
https://www.beadshop.com/products/hematite-matte-silver-2mm
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/stormy-water
https://www.beadshop.com/products/peekaboo-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/distressed-denim-5mm-indian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/fireline-4lb-smoke-grey
https://www.beadshop.com/products/emerald-matte-rembrandt
https://www.beadshop.com/products/db-021-delica-steel-11-0
https://www.beadshop.com/products/tribal-heishi-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/peruvian-amazonite-star-cut
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gem-4mm-labradorite
https://www.beadshop.com/products/hematite-matte-metallic-blue
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/copper-sunrise
https://www.beadshop.com/products/josie-copper
https://www.beadshop.com/products/distressed-pumpkin-5mm-indian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/fireline-4lb-smoke-grey
https://www.beadshop.com/products/lemon-matte-rembrandt
https://www.beadshop.com/products/miyuki-delica-duracoat-toast
https://www.beadshop.com/products/tribal-heishi-copper
https://www.beadshop.com/products/matte-natural-agate-star-cut
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gem-4mm-carnelian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/hematite-rose-gold-2mm
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/herringbone-ladder
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/herringbone-ladder-recipe
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/sand-and-water
https://www.beadshop.com/products/josie-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/metallic-pearl-5mm-indian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/fireline-4lb-crystal
https://www.beadshop.com/products/cobalt-matte-rembrandt
https://www.beadshop.com/products/db-001-delica-gunmetal-11-0
https://www.beadshop.com/products/tribal-heishi-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/matte-black-gold-amazonite-star-cut
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gem-botswana-agate-4mm
https://www.beadshop.com/products/hematite-matte-silver-2mm
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/stormy-water
https://www.beadshop.com/products/peekaboo-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/distressed-denim-5mm-indian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/fireline-4lb-smoke-grey
https://www.beadshop.com/products/emerald-matte-rembrandt
https://www.beadshop.com/products/db-021-delica-steel-11-0
https://www.beadshop.com/products/tribal-heishi-silver
https://www.beadshop.com/products/peruvian-amazonite-star-cut
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gem-4mm-labradorite
https://www.beadshop.com/products/hematite-matte-metallic-blue
https://www.beadshop.com/collections/copper-sunrise
https://www.beadshop.com/products/josie-copper
https://www.beadshop.com/products/distressed-pumpkin-5mm-indian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/fireline-4lb-smoke-grey
https://www.beadshop.com/products/lemon-matte-rembrandt
https://www.beadshop.com/products/miyuki-delica-duracoat-toast
https://www.beadshop.com/products/tribal-heishi-copper
https://www.beadshop.com/products/matte-natural-agate-star-cut
https://www.beadshop.com/products/gem-4mm-carnelian
https://www.beadshop.com/products/hematite-rose-gold-2mm
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/search-results-page?q=hematite+cut+cubes
https://www.beadshop.com/pages/search-results-page?q=little+shadows&page=1&rb_product_type=Metal+Beads

