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As summer begins, so does the celebration of color and texture! Juicy gemstones, silky 
Chinese Knotting cord, and bright Miyuki seed beads dance playfully together and adorn 
handmade components that you will learn how to craft yourself! Once you learn the techniques 
to create these dancing earrings, we guarantee you will be hooked! ""
Please read all instructions carefully before beginning this project. This handout serves as a 
companion to our video, which can be found on our website www.beadshop.com.""
Please allow 3-4 hours to complete "
Project Level: Intermediate ""
Techniques you will learn: "
1) How to create your “Crescent Moon” shaped components from wire"
2) How to Macramé around your components, adding beads to the outer edges"
3) How to organically wire wrap a Briolette""

Let’s begin with the materials you will need… 
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Big Eye "
Needle 

Optional: "
Chasing Hammer 

&  "
Dapping Block

Knotting Tweezers"
 

"
Flush "

Cutters

GS Hypo Cement "
 

Chain "
Nose"
Plier

Round "
Nose"
Plier

Thread Burner"
 

 4 Oval "
Jump 
Rings 

2 6mm "
Jump 
Rings 

1 pr"
Ear "

Wires

4 10mm"
Briolettes"

in two 
colors 

1 foot"
Rolo "

Chain

18 Gauge "
&"

26 Gauge"
Craft wire

8/0 Miyuki 
Seed Beads

Chinese 
Knotting Cord 
size .4 mm in 

two colors
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Cut 4 pieces of 18 Gauge Wire:"
2 Measuring 3.75 inches"
2 Measuring 2.5 inches

Use Flush Cutters when cutting wire so 
that each edge or end is blunt / flush.  

1. 2.
With your Round Nose Plier, grab end of 
your wire as shown. We are going to 
create a loop at the end…

Grab end of wire a 
third to half way down 

the "
“jaws” 

3.
Shape a loop at the end of your wire as 
pictured. Repeat on the other side. 
Complete this step on all remaining 
pieces. 

4.
Adjust your loops so that they all face the 
same direction. Pictured here, the loops 
are all facing down. 
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5. 6.

7. 8.

Pick up one of your small pieces of wire holding 
each loop between your thumb and index 
fingers. Loops should be facing downward. Press 
index fingers into the bar, creating a U shape.

Because craft wire is flexible, it can be 
formed easily with your fingers!

Take your time to get the shape you want. 
Repeat with the second short piece.

Now it’s time to shape the larger U-Shaped 
component…

After you have formed all 4 of your 
components, they should look similar to 

this…

…Don’t be afraid to embrace that each component will 
have its own personality. Handmade earrings can be 

sisters, not twins! 

http://beadshop.com


 

beadshop.com © 2014. All Rights Reserved5Bollywood Earrings by Brittany D. Ketcham

9. 10.

11. 12.

Now we must 
harden our 

component. You 
can do this using 
your Chain Nose 

Pliers by squeezing 
down with force 
over your wire to 

flatten the base of 
your U, or…

…You can carefully hammer it. 

(Small taps will prevent finger 
smashing…)

Line up the holes of your handmade 
components and carefully adjust if need 
be…

Notice that the loops are not hammered flat, 
and when lined up, they are nearly an inch 

apart. 

Flatten below the 
loops. 

http://beadshop.com
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13. 14.

15. 16.

Cut 2 pieces of your Rolo chain into 1 inch 
lengths.

For two 
consistent 
lengths, thread 
both ends of 
chain onto your 
needle and trim 
simultaneously.

Open oval jump rings and attach one to 
each end of your 1 inch piece of chain, 
threading the loop of your ear wire on 
before securing the second jump ring…

Here is how everything should appear… And this is where we are headed. We need 
to embellish, adorn, and join all the pieces!

We will learn to macramé around our components, and 
create organic wire wraps to attach our gemstones…

http://beadshop.com
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17. 18.

19. 20.

For now, we will focus on the larger U-
shaped component. Bag everything else 

together and set aside…

Cut 1 yard of .4 mm Chinese Knotting Cord 
and fold in half. Bring your component 
through your cord as shown…

Bring top cord over 
bottom, leaving a 
loop on the Left 
side of the 
component. Hold 
the loop with your 
thumb and index 
finger as you 
capture "
the underlying cord, 
bringing it under the 
component, up and 
though the loop to 
create your first 
knot.  

Pull both cords in opposite directions to 
tighten the knot around your component.

http://beadshop.com
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21. 22.

23. 24.

Position your first knot 1/4 inch below 
the loop on your component. Dab glue 

on knot and let dry.

We will now complete the second half of our first 
macramé stitch. Take your right cord and create a 
loop to the right of your component. Bring right cord 
over component, and under left cord…

Using your tweezers, reach through the loop, 
traveling under your component and right cord, and 
grab the left cord. Pull your left cord back through the 
loop and tighten. 

As you tighten, you may 
need to carefully adjust your 
knot around your 
component… 

http://beadshop.com
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25. 26.

27. 28.

Create three complete macramé stitches and 
flip your project over as shown below if you 
prefer working from Left to Right…

Note the vertical 
knot residing on 
the outer part of 
the component. "
We will be 
adding beads to 
adorn the outer 
edge only

Thread your Left cord into a Big Eye 
Needle and string on 15 8/0 Miyuki 

Seed beads, leaving the final bead near 
the end of the cord to create a "

“bead stopper”

Create a Bead Stopper:"
Bring the needle back through the hole of your 
last bead in the same direction as it was initially 
threaded… 

Pull taught, so that the final bead is captured, 
creating a bead stopper. ""
Remove needle from thread and set aside. 

http://beadshop.com
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29. 30.

31. 32.

Slide a bead near the vertical knot on the outer 
edge of the component and continue to 
macramé around your base…

…Under, up & through!"

Pulling both cords in opposing directions to 
tighten…"

http://beadshop.com
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33. 34.

35.

After 2 complete macramé stitches, add 
another bead. Continue pattern for a total of 
7 beads. At midpoint, macramé 4 stitches 
with no bead. "

Note the space that is left in the middle, where 
4 macramé stitches were created. This will 
allow our gemstone to dangle freely when 
attached with our jump ring."

Use Thread Burner to 
carefully cut and seal 
the fibers of the cord 

together. 

Now it’s little sister’s turn to get a 
makeover!""
Cut one yard of .4 mm Chinese Knotting 
Cord in alternate color and secure to 
component as we did before, leaving 
1/8 inch below the loop. ""
Create two complete macramé knots, 
and thread on 12+ beads. "
Note that the pattern is different: 
Instead of creating two complete 
stitches between our beads like we did 
before, we are only creating one! ""
Continue to macramé until you are 
satisfied with your component and burn 
off the remaining excess cord to finish. ""
*For thorough instructions on this section, please review our Bollywood Earrings YouTube video. "

http://beadshop.com
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36. 37.

38.

Now we just 
need to join all 
of the pieces! ""
Stack your 
smaller 
component on 
top of your 
larger one and 
line up the holes 
so they match. ""
Using chain 
nose pliers, "
open one of 
your oval jump 
rings and close 
over loops of 
components, as 
shown in Step 
37…

Little component on top, 
bigger on bottom"

Carefully open your oval jump ring on the other side and 
capture the two remaining free loops. Take your time to 

ensure that the chain is straight and not twisted when it’s 
attached…

Attach jump ring here

http://beadshop.com
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39. 40.

41. 42.

You may have to turn ear wire around by opening the loop 
at the base of it to reposition the chain so that the little 

component is worn in front. 

Little component in front, 
bigger component behind"

Next, we will learn how to create an 
“Organic” wire wrap around a  

gemstone briolette…

Cut 10 inches of 26 
gauge wire, or wire 

that will fit 
comfortably within 

the hole of you 
briolette. Position 
briolette 2 inches 

from the end.

With your fingers, 
pinch the short end 
and the long end 

together above your 
briolette as shown. 

http://beadshop.com
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43. 44.

45. 46.

Using your finger 
nails, pinch the 
wires together 

above the top of the 
briolette…

Position your Round 
Nose pliers on the 
pinched area as 

pictured. 

Curve your long 
piece of wire 
over your 
plier at a 90 
degree angle as 
shown,

(The short wire 
stays straight) 

Rotate your plier 
jaws a quarter turn 

so they are oriented 
as shown.

http://beadshop.com
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47. 48.

49. 50.

Molding the long 
wire with your 

fingers, continue to 
press your wire up 

and over the top jaw 
at a 90 degree angle 

in the opposite 
direction as shown.

Re-orient your pliers so 
that your partial loop is 
around the bottom jaw 
of your plier instead of 
the top like before…

With your fingers, 
carry the long wire 

under the bottom jaw 
of the plier at another 
90 degree angle. You 

have now created 
your loop! 

This is the time to 
attach any chain (which 

we will be doing with 
the other briolette) to 
the loop while it is still 

open…

See video for 
how to attach 
chain to your 

alternate 
briolette. 

http://beadshop.com
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51. 52.

53. 54.

Make your loop large enough to 
accommodate your jump ring (or 

chain)."
Using Chain Nose pliers, gently 

grab the loop and short wire.

Begin to wrap your long 
wire back down over the 
two wires below the loop 

in the direction of the 
briolette…""

Continue to wrap until you are happy with 
how your wire wrap looks. I like mine to 

be organic, yet balanced.""

Once you have completed your wrap, trim 
excess wire with your cutters and use your pliers 
to tuck  the edge into the wire nest so that it 
appears hidden. Use caution so you don't 
damage your delicate briolette. ""

http://beadshop.com
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55. 56.

57.

Carefully separate 
the short wire poking 
up and trim close to 

the loop with your 
cutters. "

Now, attach a jump ring to the loop to 
dangle the briolette off the bottom of your 

handmade component! ""

Repeat steps 41-55 for inner briolette in 
alternate color. At step 50, cut and add Rolo 
chain to your briolette. Your length of chain will 
be around 1/2 inch in length, but will vary based 
on the spacing between your ear wire and first 
component. 

Attach your jump ring to your bottom hanging 
briolette."

http://beadshop.com
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58. 59.

60. About the Designer…""
Brittany Ketcham has shared a passion for creating  jewelry and 
inspiring others to do the same ever since initially joining The 
Bead Shop team (Now Beadshop.com) in 2007. She currently 
creates and resides in Sonoma County, California. See what she 
is up to by visiting her blog: BrittanyKetcham.com ""
Her “Bollywood Earrings” project was inspired by her “In The 
Garden” and “Bollywood Bracelet” Series and can be created in 
countless color ways and variations. ""
For video instructions, please 
refer to the companion 
YouTube video for this project, 
which can be found at""
http://www.beadshop.com/
projects/youtube-videos

Attach briolette with jump ring to the base of 
your handmade component where space was 
left. The centered weight will keep the earring 
balanced when worn…"

Open ear wire loop and attach 
last link of chain connected to 
your inner briolette."

Congratulations!""
You have completed 
your first earring, and 

now have the 
materials and skills to 

complete its 
companion.""

Repeat steps for 
second earring and 
wear to your heart’s 

content! "

http://BrittanyKetcham.com
http://www.beadshop.com/projects/youtube-videos
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http://BrittanyKetcham.com
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