
 

September 14-17, 2018 
St. Francis Retreat Center 
San Juan Bautista, Ca 

We are so excited about our upcoming Best of Both Worlds Bead Retreat. The St. Francis Retreat 
Center is 40 miles south of San Jose and hidden among the beautiful rolling hills above the quaint village 
of San Juan Bautista. Last year’s retreat was a huge success and the unanimous decision was to 
reserve the space again for our Second Annual Retreat. Attendees said they fell in love with the charm, 
creative energy, and the new friendships formed around the bead tables. Bring your beads, some casual 
clothes, and get ready to relax with new and old friends. 

This year’s theme is the art of mixing wire work and beading to form a perfect union. Are there any limits 
to the marriage of these two genres? We think not! Come join us in this beautiful and secluded spot to 
explore your own sense of style and hone your wire and beading skills. No worries if you are new to 
jewelry making; Kate and Emily are ready to teach you a wide variety of ways to use wire, including 
hammering, forming, shaping, and wrapping. On Sunday, Janice will be teaching design integration, 
color layering, and knotting, as well as sharing her tricks to stringing museum-quality jewelry. 

About the St. Francis Retreat Center 

St. Francis Retreat Center provides a peaceful and 
contemplative environment conducive for renewal 
of mind, body, and soul. In the spirit of St. Francis 
of Assisi, the Center’s staff commits itself to 
preserving and honoring the natural surroundings 
while extending hospitality and support to peoples 
of all faiths. 

Accommodations are comfortable but simple; 
we’re going to a Retreat Center, not the Ritz! Most 
rooms are shared and there are a limited number of 
Private Rooms available. Please let us know if you 
have any special room or dietary needs. Please 
note room-mate preferences on your registration 
form and be aware the Center is a non-smoking 
property and wi-fi is limited. 

The Weekend Program 

Awaiting you is an oasis of old friends and new. 
Everyone is here for a common purpose: relax, 
enjoy each other, and have fun beading! We open 
Friday evening with a wine and cheese mixer 
hosted by your instructors. 

After a tasty dinner, (which always includes some 
decadent dessert), we convene around the bead 
tables to introduce ourselves and begin learning. 
Friday night is all about Wrapped Beads. Kate is 
going to teach us how to drape sheet metal and 
create an embellished bead. Everything you need 
to create amazing wrapped beads will be provided. 

On Saturday, after morning coffee and a delicious 
breakfast, we begin a creative day of wire and 
beads. Emily is ready to move our skills further 
along with her style of fabricating components from 
start to finish. She calls this treasury of techniques 
“Craftsman,” and has a basketful of samples to 
inspire us.  

Kate will also be team-teaching Saturday the how 
of creating unique components, including clasps 
and ear wires. 

On Sunday, Janice will coax us to explore our 
artistic voices as we create museum-quality 
finished jewelry. With an emphasis on finding your 
own style of expression, are there any limits? We 
will incorporate our beaded-wire components and 
handmade findings into finished pieces. Janice will 
demonstrate a variety of beading techniques, 
including knotting. 
   The large bead tables allow for six attendees to 
spread out per table. Students gather for demos 
and sharing. There is lots of time for personalized 
instruction from Kate, Emily, and Janice. 

Please bring a notebook, photos of work you’d like 
to share, and your beads. We will also be hosting a 
trunk show from selected vendors with lots of 
delicious products. Kate is bringing her tools, 
bench blocks, and hammers so all you need to 
bring is your creativity. 

Picard Bead Museum Tour on Monday 

On Monday, we have planned an excursion to the 
Picard Bead Museum in Carmel Valley (38 miles 
south). It is the foremost collection of Venetian and 
African trade beads in the world. This free event is 
not to be missed. John and Ruth Picard  have a 
museum store that has a rare offering of African, 
Venetian, and Czech beads. We will leave San 
Juan Bautista at 9:30am to arrive by 10:30am. The 
museum tour takes about 2 hours to enjoy and last 
year we had lunch across the street at a small 
restaurant. Please arrange your own 
transportation. There is no charge for the tour and 
lunch is dutch treat.  

About our Instructors 

Our combined line-up of instructors has 109 years 
of beading experience to share with you! Kate and 
Emily are wire masters with decades of teaching 
and designing using metal and wire. Janice brings 
her vast knowledge of design, stringing, and color 
to the table. What a roundup! 

Kate Richbourg 

Since 1992, Kate has been 
designing and teaching 
metal, wire work, and 
beading. She has found that 
sharing creativity and 
sparking that "can-do" 
attitude in students has 
become her calling. She 
loves all types of beadwork 
and metalwork...no bead is 
too small and no metal too 
large for her to tackle!  She 
is known as the "creative 
guru" at beadshop.com and 
is the author of two 
bestselling books: Simple 
Soldering and Metalsmithing 
Made Easy. 

Emily Miller 

Emily has been in love with 
beads since she walked into 
her first bead store in 1990. 
Teaching has been a 
passion for 18 years. Our 
resident seed bead purist, 
Emily is also fully 
knowledgeable in wire work 
and stringing. “Teaching last 
year at the retreat was such 
a pleasure…students were 
able to really relax and sink 
into a learning mode. With 
full days to work, it was easy 
to cover many techniques 
and tailor the learning to 
each student.” 

Janice Parsons 

Since age 12, Janice has 
been beading…that’s a very 
long time! “I discovered 
beads in the back of my 
mother’s antique shop and 
I’ve never put them down. I 
love when the creative light 
bulb goes on for students; 
when there is a realization 
that each person has a 
unique creative voice.” 
As founder of 
beadshop.com, Janice has 
first-hand knowledge of 
beads, design, and 
teaching. “I’m thrilled to 
return to St. Francis for a 

Signing Up 

We hope you can attend our Second Annual Bead Retreat. Registration is open but limited to 24 
attendees this year. A $200 non-refundable deposit will hold your Early Bird Registration. Complete 
your registration by July 15, 2018 to take advantage of the Early Bird Rate. We highly recommend Trip 
Insurance, in case your plans change and you cannot attend or find someone to take your spot. We 
do not refund deposits or registration. 

What to Bring and What to Wear… 

Bring your beads! Yes, we will be having an amazing trunk show of beads from all over the world 
available for purchase, but don’t forget your bead stash. This weekend you’ll be wanting and using 
more beads than you thought possible. So, a couple of tackle boxes of your favorite glass, metal, 
stone, seed beads, and spacers would be great. We’re going to include a goody bag of essentials, but 
if you need a special lamp (and extension cord) or a magnifier, please bring them with you. Conference 
chairs can get uncomfortable, so if you need a seat cushion, best to bring it with you! 

St. Francis Retreat Center is a Non-Smoking Campus. Wi- fi is spotty and reception is best with 
Verizon, but available with other providers in certain areas. 
Note: There is no television on the campus. 

We will be out among Nature! Bring comfortable shoes and a jacket for the evenings. There are no 
room keys, please leave valuables at home. You can lock your room from the inside when it’s 
occupied. If you forget your sun screen, Janice will have some! 

Please complete the sign-up form so that we can learn more about you and any special meal requests 
or things you’d like us to know. 

We will also be sharing information about transportation, ride-sharing, etc as we get closer to end of 
the summer. 

Please consider purchasing trip insurance. We do not recommend any company in particular, but there 
are many available on the internet. 

What one of last’ year’s participants said about the retreat…. 

“Hi Kate, 
Not sure how you're going to do this, but here is a specific thank you to Xuron, as well as an 
overall vendor thank you to all the other vendors: 

To Xuron Corp.:  Thank you so very much for the generous donation of the flush cutters for all the 
Beadshop.com Bead Retreat participants.  Your products are wonderful, and I'm slowly working 
on my supply of Xuron tools -- this was a great addition.  Having been born and raised in Bangor, 
it's great to know that such quality tools are not only USA made, but Maine made!  Bravo to you, 
and thank you! 

To all the vendors who supported the Beadshop.com Color by Design Bead Retreat:  thank you, 
thank you, thank you!  You can't imagine how much fun it is to plan a great weekend away doing 
what we love, and then find out that all the generous vendors have provided free gifts for us as 
well.  It was like every holiday in a year all wrapped into one!  Thank you so much for supporting 
not only beadshop.com, but all of the participants at the retreat as well.  You're the best! 

Kate, please also extend a big thank you to your mom for the quilted caddy and all the other 
goodies (snacks and everything else!). And a massive thank you to you, Emily, and Janice, for 
putting so much effort into making the weekend a huge success.  The location, food, facilities, 
were great, not to mention the overall camaraderie and great ideas from all the participants.  It 
was so much more than I expected, and I can't wait to do it again next year. 

Until then, I'll see you on my iPad!   
Warm wishes,  
Lisa.” 

First Annual Bead Retreat Participants 
September 2017
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