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Wattsburg area family is making masks and selling them
online.

WATTSBURG — Dawn Bobrowicz made face masks for family and friends
when the coronavirus began spreading early this spring.

A seamstress, she had fabric and other materials on hand when crafts stores and
other non-essential businesses were ordered to close.

“When this first happened, they were telling everyone to wear masks but
everyone was running to the stores and everything was shorted or closed. You
couldn’t buy masks and you couldn’t find fabric to make them. It was so
upsetting,” Bobrowicz, 53, said.

“I thought, ‘I have a lot of fabric in my closet. I’ll see what I have,’” she said.

Bobrowicz made masks for her husband Tom, daughter Katie, son Tom Jr., and
nieces and nephews, some of them medically compromised.

“People saw their masks,” she said, “and starting asking, ‘Hey, where can I get
them?’”

It was the start of Dawn’s Masks, a local business launched this spring. Dawn
Bobrowicz makes the masks in her sewing room in the family’s Venango
Township home. Tom Bobrowicz handles the website and online marketing.

Together, they’ve so far sold hundreds of masks in 12 states.

Children’s masks available in two sizes have been especially popular, and not
only because they still can be hard to find.
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“If you use a cute pattern, something they’ll enjoy, they’ll want to wear it more,”
Dawn Bobrowicz said. “It’s not just, ‘Here’s a mask. Put it on.’”

Masks are offered in a variety of fabrics featuring colorful patterns, team sports,
cartoon and movie characters, and more.

Some masks are reversible.

“Say I’m out with my husband who forgot his mask and the extra that I have is a
flamingo print,” Dawn Bobrowicz said. “He can flip it over and it’s solid white.”

Bobrowicz has worked as a seamstress at Erie Playhouse and in the uniform
department at Presque Isle Downs & Casino. She’s also made costumes for young
dance students and for the Iroquois High School color guard.

“When schools look for costumes or uniforms, there are so many out there. But
then they go to a competition and others have the same thing on,” she said. “So
they come to me and ask if I can add this or take away that. If they can tell me
what they want, draw it or give me a picture, I can make it.”

Bobrowicz also restyles ready-made clothes.

“I buy things from the clearance rack, chop them up and make something
special,” she said.

Dawn’s Masks also fills custom orders, including masks embroidered for a local
wedding party with the bride and groom’s names and wedding date.

The business aims to make people happy and help keep them safe, Bobrowicz
said.

“If you go (out without a mask), see people, touch things and then go to
grandma’s house, you might just have given her the virus,” Bobrowicz said.

“I think the people who say ‘It’s my body and my right not to wear a mask’ see the
coronavirus on TV but don’t see it as real. They think it’s blown out of
proportion or is a hoax,” she said. “If they see their mother or grandmother or
someone they know personally have it, it will change a lot of minds.”

“It’s about protecting others,” Tom Bobrowicz, 51, said.
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Besides reluctance to wear masks, the couple has gotten some backlash from
people who say that they’re wrongly profiting from the pandemic.

“If you sold something to me for $2 and now that there’s a big need for it, you sell
it for $200, that’s profiting from the pandemic,” Dawn Bobrowicz said.
“Everyone needs a job and to have some kind of income. For me to be able to
sew something that people need, when big stores are selling them too, why
knock the little guy, the average guy paying a mortgage.”

Tom Bobrowicz previously worked for GE Transportation, where he was vice
president of Local 506 for a time, and later worked for Wabtec before accepting
a save-a-job layoff to focus on his second season of hemp farming, growing a
CBD oil business and helping out with Dawn’s Masks.

Other family and friends help make masks when a number of new orders come
in.

Katie Bobrowicz pitches in too, though she lived in Florida until recently and
now lives in Montana. She models the masks in photos on the business website.
The local shots were taken by her cousin, photographer Emily Bretz.

“Dawn and I took a couple pictures of ourselves, threw them (online) and got
zero traffic whatsover,” Tom Bobrowicz said. “We sent some down to Katie in
Key West, she got some shots and the pictures immediately generated sales. I
decided we were onto something. We’re not models, but we have a beautiful
daughter.”

Contact Valerie Myers at vmyers@timesnews.com. Follow her on Twitter @ETNmyers.

mailto:vmyers@timesnews.com
http://www.twitter.com/ETNmyers

