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Searching the Soul 
Group Exhibition by CURATOR Style at Art Central 2022 
 
At Art Central 2022, CURATOR Style is delighted to present a prominent line-up of four 
established and emerging artists, including the Cypriot artist Andreas Stylianou, and the 
Japanese artists: Yayoi Kusama, Yoshitomo Nara, and Chiharu Shiota, who have raised their 
voice and exerted significant influence on the contemporary art world. In many senses, their 
creations speak vigorously and harmonically towards one another, and ingeniously express the 
introspective theme, Searching The Soul, through their own techniques. The exhibition will 
display an assortment of unique, original works of various mediums, ranging from traditional 
ones such as paper or canvas, to experimentative ones like threads, metal, aluminum panels 
and spraying paints. The outcome is more than a visual feast to the eye; it forms a powerful, 
emotional dialogue not only between the artists, but also between the artwork and the audience, 
who can reflect on their inner self with the art acting as the mirror. 
  



Yayoi Kusama (b. 1929) 
 
Celebrated as one of the most influential living artists, Yayoi Kusama is renowned for her 
installations, sculptures, and paintings. Born in 1929 in Matsumoto, Nagano, Japan, Kusama 
began painting pumpkins and creating artwork to express her hallucinations at a young age, 
which would later shape her career. In 1958, after moving to Seattle, she moved to New York 
City where she became friends with artists Donald Judd and Joseph Cornell. It was during this 
time that Infinity Nets paintings, intricate webs and repetitive brushstrokes were developed. 
Through organising and participating in a series of happenings and Pop performances, Kusama 
rose to prominence in the 1960s. Although she returned to Japan since the early 1970s due to 
the status of her mental health, she continued to create art in the hospital and later returned to 
the scene at the 1993 Venice Biennale. In 2021, Kusama’s acrylic on canvas Pumpkin (LPASG) 
(2013) has broken her previous records with HK $62.5 million (US $8 million) at Christie’s 
auction. 
 
Kusama's work is in the collections of museums throughout the world, including the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York; Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles; Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis; Phoenix Art Museum, Phoenix; Tate Modern, London; Stedelijk Museum, 
Amsterdam; Centre Pompidou, Paris; Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Salt Lake City, UT; and the 
National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. In October 2006, Kusama became the first Japanese 
woman to receive the Praemium Imperiale, one of Japan's highest honours for internationally 
recognized artists. 
 
Kusama has been suffering from mental disorders throughout her life, the “soul” is like an old 
friend whom she has revisited over and over for many years in the process of finding her true 
self and inner peace. According to Kusama, the recurring subject of “pumpkin” in her works has 
always acted as a home to her soul and provide her with great comfort and calmness against 
the mental chaos. As one of her highlighted works exhibited this year, Citrouille (II) (2000) is a 
rare editioned print portraying a significantly large and plump pumpkin glaring with lame, 
suggesting the artist’s innermost, uninterrupted existence of soul beyond time and space. 
  















Yoshitomo Nara (b.1959) 
 
Born in 1959 in Hirosaki, Aomori Prefecture, Japan, Yoshitomo Nara is a Japanese artist known 
for his Neo-Pop paintings that illustrate children's stories and comics in innocent, buoyant tones. 
A great deal of Nara's work consists of flattened, incisive cartoons depicting wide-eyed children 
and animals, usually with fragments of Japanese, English, or German text incorporated into the 
compositions. In 2019, Nara set a record when Sotheby's sold Knife Behind Back (2000) for 
HKD195.7 million. Since 1984, Nara has had nearly 40 solo exhibitions, some of his works have 
been included in the permanent collections of renowned museums around the world. Nara 
currently lives and works in Tochigi Prefecture, Japan. 
 
His works have been housed at the MoMA and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los 
Angeles (LACMA). In July 2017, he held the "for better or worse" retrospective exhibition at The 
Toyota Municipal Museum of Art. He received Artist Award, Nagoya, Japan in 1995 and 63rd 
Annual Art Encouragement Prize of Fine Arts, Japan in 2013. The Asia Society exhibited his 
major solo exhibitions "Nobody's Fool" in New York and "Life is Only One" in Hong Kong 
respectively in 2010 and 2015. 
 
In his works, Yoshitomo Nara’s approach to searching the soul is nostalgic; child-like images, 
childhood memories and old-time music have been his answer to the question of his true self 
while he was trying to escape from the status quo. There are profound emotions underlying the 
eyes or expressed through the actions of the innocent girl portrayed by Nara as a way of self-
consolation or self-revelation. In this exhibited original work on paper Untitled (Irgendwo 
Steinebergen als Tragbild) (1997), where a free-spirited musician is playing her guitar on the 
piled-up stones amid the mountains and valleys, conveying a sense of fearlessness. 
 
  





Chiharu Shiota (b. 1972) 
 
Chiharu Shiota is a Japanese performance and installation artist born in 1972 in Osaka, Japan, 
currently resides and works in Berlin, Germany. In Shiota's drawings, sculptures, photography, 
and video works, she creates an existence in the absence by utilizing a variety of common 
objects and external memories. She also creates large-scale thread installations that include a 
variety of objects and items that are relatively common in everyday life. In 1992, Shiota studied 
painting at the Kyoto Seika University and continued her studies at the University of Fine Arts of 
Hamburg and Berlin University of the Arts in 1997. In 2008, Shiota received the Art 
Encouragement Prize from the Japanese Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology; she was selected to represent Japan at the 56th Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy in 
2015. Shiota’s works have been exhibited in the Mori Art Museum, Taipei Fine Arts Museum 
and Long Museum, Shanghai. 
 
As within the layering threads in Chiharu Shiota’s expansive works and installations, one may 
also find strong sentiments of the artist, whose creation is inspired by her dream and sense of 
self in relation to time, space, and human relationships. In the creation of art, with part or the 
whole of her body, Shiota liberates her soul from the physical boundaries of the reality while 
exercising her creativity with consciousness. In this exhibition, two unique works, State of Being 
(Keys) (2015) and State of Being (Keys) (2020), from her well-known State of Being series are 
to be presented, alongside her latest large-scale work on canvas, Skin (2021), a theme she has 
been revisiting since her work Memory of Skin (2001) presented at the inaugural Yokohama 
Triennale in 2001. 
 
  



















Andreas Stylianou (b. 1990) 
 
A Cypriot artist, Andreas Stylianou was born in 1990 and currently lives and works in Nicosia. 
Besides receiving a Bachelor’s degree and Master’s degree at the Architectural Association 
(London), he also earned a Master's degree from the Royal College of Art as well as from the IE 
Business School (Madrid). Using a variety of media, Stylianou has uncovered a dormant world 
that is blossoming as the work evolves sequentially. Throughout his work, the artistic narrative is 
reflected through popular characters, vibrant colors, and creative techniques. In 2019, Stylianou 
switched from working in Architect’s office to getting his own artist studio and had his first solo 
exhibition Ball is Out, Galstian Advisory, California, USA. He was also invited to participate in 
the While Supplies Last group show at the Bellevue Art Museum, Washington. Stylianou held 
his second exhibition, Andreas Stylianou: Year One, Alpha C.K. Gallery, Nicosia, Cyprus in 
2020 followed by Light Headed, Future DMND, California, USA in 2021. 
 
Andreas Stylianou is fond of creating and collecting art since young. His latest works which will 
be showcased in this exhibition, including Super Sonic (2021) and Light Headed (2021) are 
produced with purposely cut and unevenly shaped aluminum panels painted with enamel paint, 
which are completely different from his previous canvas works in terms of medium and style, 
hence reflecting more about his architect’s sense towards the property of one material and 
another. Driven by an urge to search for the emotional meaning in his latest works, Stylianou 
further abstracts his subjects of familiar cartoon characters like “Sonic the Hedgehog” by 
deliberately hollowing out their eyes. Without the disturbance of these figurative elements, one 
may effortlessly delve into the ocean of his emotions and feel his soul mastering the direction of 
his brushstrokes, which are extraordinarily executed in each of his unique works. In between 
these flowing impulses of colours, Stylianou is intentionally walking on the thin line between 
control and lack of control, or more precisely, the will of self and the natural order: on the one 
hand, he composes the scene in his paintings with complete control of his brushstrokes; on the 
other, he attempts to let the colours organically burst or flow on the painting surface as guided 
by the natural forces, like rivers bearing with the traces of time. Each work thus plays as an 
important hint to the artist’s charm as well as provides an exotic feel by revealing the captivating 
remote landscape of his home by the sea; together, they intrigue the audience with the artist’s 
story of returning to his birthplace during pandemic, where he reimagines his roots by letting 
himself to be absolutely lost in the natural wonders. Furthermore, for him, art acts like a perfect 
medium for sharing his intricate relationship with time, which he has once stated that as he 
paints, it would usually take a few weeks for a work to be completed, because he would wait 
until the previous layer of colours to be naturally absorbed and dried up to apply the next layer. 
Hence, he suggests that feeling time flows in his painting is like imagining the process of waiting 
and appreciating a sunrise or sunset till over. 
 
  





















































About CURATOR Group

Established in Hong Kong in Spring 2018, the CURATOR Group is an aggressively thriving art 
& culture enterprise that takes the lead in bringing art to everyday life. Crossing over two core 
industries, art business and creative F&B business, CURATOR is dedicated to curating a 
brand-new way of lifestyle and presenting a genuine, artistic experience to the eyes, palates 
and souls. With a team full of creativity and innovative ideas, CURATOR never fails to surprise 
the public with one-of-a-kind events, collaborations and IP projects such as Le Petit Prince and 
Perrier x MURAKAMI, and has developed a prestigious reputation both locally and internation-
ally among contemporary art and culinary arts enthusiasts over the years. 

With a solid establishment of creative cafes, art spaces and online ecommerce platforms, 
CURATOR has grown rapidly and secured an influential position in the creative field. The brand 
has garnered a wide range of audiences who are opinionated, youthful, and bold. To satisfy 
various needs from different individuals, CURATOR has not only launched the creative F&B 
department, but also developed two main business sectors in the art department: art shop for 
art-lovers and private art advisory service for serious collectors. Its signature Artsy Print Coffee, 
together with the “edible art” tailor-made for world-leading auction partners ranging from Sothe-
by’s, Phillips to Christie’s Hong Kong, has markedly impressed the art world in recent years. In 
July 2021, CURATOR has partnered with M+ to launch its physical store, CURATOR Creative 
Café at M+ and a series of exciting culinary arts projects.

About CURATOR Style

A subsidiary under the CURATOR Group (established in Spring 2018), CURATOR Style is an 
unconventional art brand with a discerning focus on art business, prominently positioning itself 
in the contemporary art scene by showcasing over thirty featured artists from all around the 
globe, especially the blue-chip artists such as Kusama, Nara, Murakami and KAWS. CURATOR 
Style has developed into two sectors to cater different needs of art collectors: online/offline art 
shop for direct purchase and art advisory for high-value private sales.

With two physical stores opening in different cultural landmarks in Hong Kong, including K11 
MUSEA and Kennedy Town, CURATOR Style continues the mission to bring art closer to daily 
life and creates an inviting environment for displaying a wide range of art pieces from editioned 
prints to figurine toys, and to associated apparels and merchandises, all handpicked by art 
specialists/curators. For the specialized VIP art advisory service, the specialists help serious 
collectors, investors, private museums, enterprises, and funds to acquire high-quality, original 
artworks and collectible editions especially of top coveted artists difficult to access. 

Seeking to expand its influence in the art world, CURATOR Style collaborates with global 
cultural and lifestyle leaders to cultivate authentic art experience and spark conversations 
between artists, specialists, and audiences. Following the success of its public art talks orga-
nized with Seoul Auction and Phillips, it continues to host seasonal art events open to public in 
its local stores, attracting hundreds of visitors in every session. In May 2021, we have gained 
enormous exposure by making our debut in the international art fair - Art Central Hong Kong 
2021, which attracted thousands of visitors. Later in September 2021, we organised a decent 
private exhibition in our private gallery space at K11 to introduce prominent contemporary 
artists and their significant works to our valued collectors. Besides a diversity of global cultural 
& lifestyle leaders, we also collaborate with notable galleries such as de Sarthe Gallery and 
Ora-ora Gallery; and leading auction houses such as Christie’s, Sotheby’s, Phillips, Bonhams, 
China Guardian, and Seoul Auction to present a line-up of astonishing projects in the city.



For any enquiries, please contact:
M: +852 6365 6130
E: arts@curatorstyle.com


