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You say you want a Vector Graphic, what does that mean?

Most images you see are raster images. They are made up of pixels. Pixels are like colorful building blocks. 
When raster images are enlarged beyond their original size, those blocks are easy to see and we call this a 
pixelated image. 

Common raster file formats are .jpg, .tif and .gif.

Vector images are made up of paths. In the image to the left, the paths are shown in blue. Within the file, 
these paths are expressed as mathematical calculations. This means that vector files are much smaller 
than raster files. However, the best feature is vector graphics can be scaled without losing resolution. For 
instance, a 1’’ vector image can be enlarged to the size of a building and the resolution will still be perfect. 
The other advantage is the ability to send vector files to our cutting machines and they will cut along the 
path. If you have a desk project and need your logo on the desk, we need a vector file. 

Common vector file formats are .svg, .eps, and .ai

I sent you an Illustrator (.ai) file. Isn’t that a Vector file?
Maybe... Illustrator is the main program for creating and editing vector files. However, it allows you to 
embed or link raster images within your Illustrator files. If your logo was made from scratch in Illustrator 
it is a vector graphic. If your logo is a .jpg or other raster file that has been put in Illustrator, it will still 
appear pixelated when enlarged, and we will ask you for a vector version.

Confused?
It is okay. We are here to help with this process. If you are not sure what file type you have, send it our way 
and we will have a look!




