
Fa i r  tra d e,  h a n dwo ve n  Mo ro c ca n  r u g s  a n d  tex ti l e s



KANTARA IS A LOS ANGELES 
BASED, FAIR TRADE DESIGN 
BUSINESS SPECIALIZING 
IN HANDWOVEN RUGS AND 
TEXTILES FROM WOMEN’S 
WEAVING COOPERATIVES IN 
MOROCCO’S ATLAS MOUNTAINS.

In 2008, founder Alia Kate was living and working in Morocco 

when she fell in love with the art and design of Moroccan 

weavings. Kantara, meaning ‘bridge’ in Arabic, honors the 

tenacity of the women weavers and their commitment to 

preserve a craft that goes back generations.

Since 2008, we have worked directly with the same weaving 

cooperatives in rural Morocco and thanks to our longstanding 

relationship with these highly skilled artisans, we are able to curate 

and design a diverse collection of textiles.

In preserving the ancient weaving traditions of rural Morocco, 

Kantara has remained committed to fostering the economic 

development of its artisans through ethical trade, creating a  

direct conversation between the artisans and you.

KANTARARUGS.COM / @MOROCCANRUGS / #KANTARARUGS

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/kantararugs/
www.instagram.com/moroccanrugs
www.kantararugs.com


SHOP MOROCCAN RUGS
There are many ways to shop with Kantara. In addition to appearing in a number 

of  boutiques and showrooms in both New York and Los Angeles, we also invite our 

customers to visit our showroom and look through our latest inventory. We offer 

sourcing and custom design services for clients that are looking for particular styles 

of rugs. For designers and decorators, we are happy to offer trade discounts.



01VISIT OUR  
LOS ANGELES SHOWROOM

Located in Silverlake, our showroom is a great way to have 

a tactile experience with our product. We stock a limited 

inventory of flatweave kilims, boucherouite rag rugs, vintage 

pile rugs, and Moroccan pillows.

We encourage you to come see the rugs in person; 

experiencing the intricacy of the design up close is one of the 

most exciting parts of becoming acquainted with the work. 

If you have a specific size or style of rug in mind, reach out 

ahead of time to ensure availability. 

SHOP MOROCCAN RUGS



02SOURCE VINTAGE RUGS

If you’re looking for a specific color, size, or weaving style, we 

are happy to help you find it. The various styles of rugs refer 

to different tribal regions within Morocco. Popular rug styles 

include Beni Ouarain, Marmoucha, Azilal, Boucherouite, 

Glaoui, Boujad.

We are able to source quality rugs featuring most of 

Morocco’s unique weaving styles.

Lead time for sourcing vintage rugs is 3-4 weeks.

SHOP MOROCCAN RUGS



03CUSTOM DESIGN RUGS

The process of custom designing a rug is collaborative and 

fun and the results are stunning. We have worked with our 

talented group of 30 women artisans for many years; they 

are incredibly skilled and adept at adjusting the traditional 

Moroccan designs to fit your personal design aesthetic.

As our products are handwoven, lead time for custom orders 

is 8-10 weeks, including time to dye the wool, weave, and 

ship the rug. We provide custom design services for both 

residential and commercial clients.

SHOP MOROCCAN RUGS



The weaving traditions of Morocco are a testament to how these women weavers 

live their lives, celebrate their Amazigh identiy, and sustain their ancient craft in 

the face of a globalizing world.

In a country where the majority of rural women are illiterate, weaving has survived 

for centuries without textbooks or trade schools. Older women weavers train the 

younger girls, passing down the skills orally, generation after generation.

Most women in rural Morocco have looms in their kitchens, sheep in their 

backyards, and recently-dyed wool hanging from their clothes lines. They live in 

agrarian societies where they split their time between working the fields, taking 

care of the household, and weaving their rugs. 

Because these women learn the craft orally, weaving is closely connected 

to ancient tribal boundaries throughout the country, with each rural area 

championing its own unique weaving style.  The result is an incredible diversity of 

rug designs, each showcasing the specific artistic traditions central to the identiy 

of the tribal regions of Morocco.

Kantara works with a few different weaving cooperatives in Morocco. On buying 

trips, the artisans open their homes to us, welcoming us in to break bread with 

them (in some cases, make bread with them), sip mint tea, and sleep in rooms filled 

from floor to ceiling with rugs woven by older women in their families. 

WHILE OUR LOVE FOR THESE TEXTILES 
IS UNWAVERING, OUR RESPECT AND 
ADMIRATION FOR THIS CULTURE CONTINUES 
TO GROW AS WE WORK WITH AND LEARN 
FROM THESE INCREDIBLE WOMEN.

THE KANTARA COMMITMENT



KANTARA PRESS

Women & World Change, Interview corner with Alia Kate, 4/25/16 

Pecha Kucha, Storytelling through Moroccan Rugs, 8/14/14

Majestic Disorder, Nomadic Living with Alia Kate, 6/15/14

Apartment Therapy, April Maker Talk Pitch, 4/23/14

Flamingo, Millenials & the New Mainstream Interview, 12/2/13

Hand/Eye Magazine, Following a Gut Reaction, 1/30/13

Fortnight Journal, Assorted Articles, Spring 2012

SELECT EXHIBITIONS 

America to Zanzibar: Muslim Cultures Near and Far,  

at Children’s Museum of Manhattan, 2/13/16

Azettagh at Outlet BK Gallery, Brooklyn, 2/7/14

Untangling Threads at Synchronicity Space,  Manhattan, 12/1/10

SELECT COMMERCIAL WORKS

Célon Lounge at the Bryant Park Hotel

Annapurna Pictures

KANTARARUGS.COM / @MOROCCANRUGS / #KANTARARUGS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bcNOW3zGB4
http://www.pechakucha.org/presentations/storytelling-through-moroccan-rugs
http://majesticdisorder.com/journal-nomadic-living-with-alia-kate/
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/alia-kate-of-kantara-april-maker-talk-203176
http://flamingogroup.com/millennials-the-new-mainstream-profile-kantara
http://handeyemagazine.com/content/following-gut-reaction
http://www.fortnightjournal.com/alia-kate/416-unfurling-rugs.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/13/arts/design/muslims-islam-exhibit-childrens-museum-manhattan-new-york.html
http://www.celonlounge.com/
www.kantararugs.com
www.instagram.com/moroccanrugs
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/kantararugs/



