
50+ TIPS FOR
SMART HOME
SECURITY

Keep reading to find out how to make

your home more secure this year.



Security and safety risks are part of

everyday encounters, but there’s a lot

we can do to minimize the odds. Gone

are the days of leaving your house

unlocked when you’re away. Currently,

statistics show that 160 burglaries

happen every hour in the United States,

which means about 3,840 burglaries

every day. As startling as these

statistics are, about 40% of US

residents don’t use any security

measures to protect their homes.

WHY IS HOME
SECURITY
IMPORTANT?



Fortunately, there are several

preventative measures you can take to

burglar-proof your home and protect

your loved ones. When your home is

adequately secured, the peace of mind

that you get is worth the effort and

investment into your security. However,

securing your home does not have to be

risky and cumbersome. 

We’ve put together a comprehensive list

of tips you can employ without worrying

about break-ins and burglaries.
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1.GET SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

Use surveillance cameras to observe your environment.
They are often connected to a recording device or IP

network.
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2.ADD A VIDEO DOORBELL

A video doorbell notifies you via a mobile phone when

someone pushes the door or when the camera detects

motion or a person.

3.SECURE YOUR FRONT DOOR

Security front doors are built to help prevent

unauthorized entry from intruders. 

4.USE SMART LOCKS

Smart locks are Wi-Fi or Bluetooth-enabled devices

that allow you to lock and unlock your doors with the

tap of a finger or a simple voice command.

5.INSTALL HOME ALARMS

Home alarms detect intrusions, such as unauthorized

entry into your home and trigger a warning signal like a

siren or strobe light.
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6.FIX SMART LIGHTING

Smarts lighting can be controlled remotely or scheduled

to turn on at certain times of the day to scare burglars

even when you’re away.

7.DO WINDOW REINFORCEMENT

Window reinforcements are inserted in the outer frame

to give your window strength and stability.

8.INSTALL A DIVIDING GATE

Dividing gates protect your bedrooms by providing an

extra barrier between you and an intruder who

manages to enter your home.

9.PUT UP THE STREET LIGHTS
AT NIGHT

In addition to having smart lighting in your home, have a

well-lit street to deter burglars. So you walk around your

area safely.

10.INSTALL HOME SECURITY
CAMERAS

Home security cameras capture footage of your home

and property twitch you can view on a tablet,
smartphone, or computer from any location using an

internet connection.
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11.FENCE YOUR YARD

A solid fence with a strong side-yard gate can help keep

out unwanted intruders. Ensure always to keep it

locked.

12.INSTALL MOTION DETECTORS 

Motion detectors detect nearby people or objects and

send an alert to your security system or directly to your

mobile phone.

13.ADD GLASS BREAK SENSORS

Glass break sensors monitor noise or vibrations coming

from glass doors and windows. The sensor sounds an

alarm when it detects the frequency of shock waves

associated with glass shattering.

14.FIX A DOOR SECURITY BRACE

Door braces are for reinforcing inward swinging doors

against kick-ins and brute force entry. When in the

locked position, the brace helps a door sustain several

hundred pounds of blunt force. 



15.INSTALL A SPRINKLER
SYSTEM

The Sprinkler system protects your building against fire

by causing an automatic water discharge, usually from

pipes near the ceiling.

16.INSTALL A SMOKE DETECTOR

A smoke detector automatically senses the presence of

smoke and sounds a warning to building occupants.

17.USE SPACE HEATERS 

A space heater can heat a single, small, to medium-
sized area in your home. They are powered by

electricity or burnable fuel.   

18.ADD FLOOD OR FREEZE
SENSORS

With this device, you can detect broken or frozen pipes.
The device can also monitor temperature and water,
and it notifies you so that you can address the problem

quickly.



19.USE A FIREPLACE SCREEN

If you have a burning fireplace in your home, use a

fireplace screen to prevent fire sparks from entering the

room.

20.USE GFCI OUTLETS 

Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCI) prevent

electrocution. If somebody starts to receive a shock,
the device senses this and shut off the power before

getting injured.

21.PERMIT/LICENSE YOUR ALARM

You need to license your alarm system so that the

police and fire departments can better help you during

an emergency.

22.INSTALL A DEADBOLT

Deadbolts have a unique locking mechanism that

resists physical attacks or unwanted entry and can’t be

opened with a knife or hand tool.

23.INSTALL CARBON
MONOXIDE DETECTORS

This device alerts you when it detects carbon monoxide

leaks, helping you escape poisoning or a potentially life-
threatening situation.

24.ADD SENSORS TO MONITOR
LOCKED-UP ITEMS 

An open/close sensor monitors things that should be

locked up. For instance, the sensor can alert if someone

sneaks into the liquor cabinet or the gun safe. 

25.SET UP WEATHER ALERTS

Many companies and meteorological agencies offer

free severe weather alerts that can be sent directly to

your phone to inform you of approaching dangerous

weather. 



26.PERFORM A RADON GAS
TEST

Radon gas test helps to inhibit harmful radioactive

moisture that accumulates in the slab or basement

floors.

27.GET SMART THERMOSTATS 

A smart thermostat allows you to create programmable

and automated temperature settings based on your

daily schedules, heating and cooling needs, and weather

conditions.

28.JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

This allows your neighbors to look out for one another,
helping to stimulate security awareness. 

29.PROTECT YOUR GARAGE

Install a garage door safety sensor and digital locks that

require a passcode to open. This helps to protect your

car and other belongings you store in your garage.

30.GET A FIRE LADDER

Having a fire escape ladder will give you the best chance

of surviving a house fire, especially if you live on the

second or third floor.

31.MEET THE NEIGHBORS

Please get to know your neighbors and maintain good

relationships with them. They will look out for you and

notify you if they sense anything.

32.PUT UP A SECURITY SIGN

Use security signs to make potential burglars think

twice about targeting your home. It lets them know

that a security system protects your home. 



33.INVEST IN SURGE
PROTECTORS

Surge protectors prevent your electronic devices from

surges of electricity like those caused by lightning

strikes. 

34.INSTALL BATHROOM GRAB
BARS

Grab bars help to mitigate slips and falls. Use them to

maintain balance while standing or maneuvering in the

bathroom. 

35.INVEST IN AN ETCHING PEN

You can use an etching pen to engrave and personalize

your valuables. 



36.INVEST IN A FIRE
EXTINGUISHER

Fire extinguishers are active fire protection devices you

can use to control small fires in emergencies.

37.GET A PANIC BUTTON

The panic button is an app designed to help you

summon people when you need help in an emergency.
It works for iOS and Android. 

38.GET SLIP-RESISTANT MATS 

Slip-resistant mats prevent accidental falls. They are

helpful for areas that may become slippery when wet. 

39.LEARN CPR

CPR is a life-saving skill that helps blood flow and

oxygen and increases survival for people who suffer

cardiac arrest. 

40.KEEP A FIRST AID KIT AT
HOME

Use first aid to give help and immediate assistance to a

sick or injured person until complete medical treatment

is available.

41.AUTOMATE YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

You can automate your neighborhood watch with a

smart home application like IFTTT by creating several

triggers based on specific actions which alert your

neighbors when something goes wrong to get help

before the police arrive.

42.SET UP FAMILY WATCHDOG

Family Watchdog is an online service that works to

track sex offenders. You can sign up for free alerts when

sex offenders move into or out of your area.



43.USE A STRONG
ENCRYPTION METHOD FOR WI-
FI

When setting up your home Wi-Fi network, use strong

encryption methods like WPA2 to help keep your

communications secure.

44.GIVE YOUR ROUTER A NAME

Don’t use the name from the manufacturer; give it an

unusual name not associated with you or your street

address to avoid giving away personal identifiers.

45.SET UP A GUEST NETWORK

Keep the network associated with your IoT devices

private. Visitors, friends, and relatives can log into a

separate network.

46.TURN OLD CELL PHONES
INTO SECURITY CAMERAS

You can reuse your old phone by turning it into a home

security camera. Once you’re set-up, you will be able to

monitor your home and even access it right from your

new phone.

47.CONSIDER A VOICE
ASSISTANT

Use your Echo device and Echo Connect to tell the

voice assistant an action to take, especially in an

emergency.



48.NEVER ACCESS YOUR
SMART HOME NETWORK FROM
PUBLIC OR OPEN WI-FI

Avoid using any open or public Wi-Fi. These networks

can have very poor security protocols and allow

hackers to sneak into your home network. 

49.ENABLE MULTI-FACTOR
AUTHENTICATION 

Multi-factor authentication gives you firm protection

that requires that users confirm several things to verify

their identity to gain access to a website or application

on your device.

50.REGULARLY UPDATE YOUR
IOT DEVICES 

Turn on automatic software updates that connect with

your IoT devices, so you always have the latest security

patches. 

51.KEEP FIRMWARE UPDATED

A Firmware update can provide fixes to any

performance issues that may occur and improve your

device's functionality and features, helping it to remain

competitive with newer models. 

52.CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL
PD

Some police departments offer a survey or an

assessment with suggestions for security

improvements and vacation checks. Check if your local

police department offers such services and take

advantage. 
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