
FABRIC GUIDE

Simple Fabric Guide: 12 of our Most Commonly Used Fabrics, The

Good, and The Bad.

Color Me WHIMSY's



Hi, I’m Marsha owner of Color Me WHIMSY.   

I’ve put together this simple guide to help you understand the

advantages and disadvantages of the fabrics used by our brands. 

Understanding fabric can help us make better choices, after all

good clothes focus on design, materials, and function. Our brands

use the highest quality fabric found in South Korea's largest

traditional market which has been trading since 1905. 

I hope you find this informative and useful too. 
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Acrylic 

Acrylic is a synthetic material often used as an alternative to wool. 

Good points: 

- It’s soft. 

- It is non-allergenic, so if you have sensitive skin or are allergic to wool and other

animal fibers this can be a great alternative. 

- It doesn’t shrink or wrinkle. 

- It can be machine-washed frequently and tumble dried on low. 

- It keeps its shape. 

Bad points:  

- It’s not as warm as wool which means you may need to  

layer on colder days. 

- It’s not absorbent or breathable, will stick to sweat,  

another reason you may want to layer. 

- It’s not biodegradable. 

Cotton 

Cotton comes from the cotton plant and is used to make everything. It's knit or woven

to make luxurious fabrics such as chambray, velvet, velour, and everyday fabrics like

jersey, terry, flannel, and corduroy. 

Good points: 

It’s non-allergenic. - 

It’s soft, stretchy, and comfortable to wear. - 

It wicks away sweat and is  breathable. - 

Cotton is easy to clean, holding up well to frequent washing. - 

Its nickname is the “all-season fabric” because it adjusts easily to different climates -,

keeping you cool in hot weather and adding warmth at cooler times.  

It’s biodegradable. - 

Bad points: 

Shrinkage. Untreated cotton has a tendency to shrink 10-15%. -. 

It wrinkles easily, so it's always best to air dry flat or hanging. - 
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- Denim 

Denim is made from cotton and weaved into a rugged twill. Most denim from

South Korea is medium or thick weight making it durable enough for the

playground and adventure. Denim is soft and comfortable, most commonly used

in jeans, jackets, shirts, and skirts. 

Good points: 

- It’s tough, durable, will protect from cuts and scrapes, and it’ll last a long time. 

- It's easy to wash. However, denim gets thinner every time you wash it, so, do so

sparingly. 

- It's soft and comfortable. 

- It’s biodegradable. 

Bad points: 

- It fades easily. 

- It is not stretchy. 

* Denim is often blended with 2-5% span for easier maneuverability. 

Linen 

Linen comes from the stem of the flax plant and is very common these days. It’s

often used for summer clothing. 

Good points: 

It’s lightweight, breathable, and allows air to flow around the body drying out - 

excess moisture allowing the body to cool down.  

It’s non-allergenic and prevents bacterial growth. - 

It’s strong and durable. - 

It’s easy to clean and maintain, simply gently machine-wash on cold or hand wash -

and hang dry. 

Over time it becomes softer. - 

It’s biodegradable. - 

Bad points:  

It wrinkles easily. - 

It’s often uneven and rustic looking. - 

 Linen/cotton blends are a common * 

alternative as it's a little softer and  

won't wrinkle as easily.
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Modal 

Modal is a type of fabric that is made from the fibers of the beech tree. Modal is not

considered a natural fiber, but semi-synthetic, because  the wood pulp from the

trees is heavily processed using a number of chemicals.  

Good points: 

- It’s similar to cotton, equally comfortable.  

- It has a natural and luxurious feel. 

- It's more absorbent than cotton. 

- It’s very soft, resistant to wrinkles and drapes well. 

- It’s easy to clean machine-wash cool/warm and hang dry. 

- It’s warmer than cotton. 

- It’s  breathable. 

- It’s biodegradable. 

Bad points: 

- It’s prone to stretching over time. 

- It can be prone to piling. 

Nylon  

 

Nylon is a synthetic material that is often used for outerwear & swimwear. 

 

Good points: 

- It’s wind and water resistant.  

- It's a flexible fabric that is very strong and resilient.  

- It's easy to clean, should be washed frequently, dries quickly. 

- It’s lightweight with insulating properties. 

 

Bad points: 

- Not breathable. 

- Low absorbency, this is a good point swimwear. 

- Not biodegradable.
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Polyester 

Polyester is a synthetic material that is often used in dresses, shirts, and blouses. 

Good points:   

- It’s very strong. 

- It’s resistant to shrinking and wrinkles.  

- You can wear items made from polyester over and over without them changing

shape and texture. 

- Dries quickly.  

Bad points: 

- It is not really breathable. 

- Non-absorbent and tends to stick to sweat. 

- It can start to smell if not washed often. 

- It's not biodegradable.

Rayon 

Rayon is a type of fabric that is made from the fibers of wood cellulose. While rayon

comes from a natural source it is not considered a natural fiber, but a semi-

synthetic one, because  the wood pulp from the trees is heavily processed using a

number of chemicals.  

Good points:  

It is very absorbent, so perfect for hot, humid weather. - 

It’s soft and comfortable to wear. - 

No static or piling. - 

It’s biodegradable. - 

It is non-allergenic. - 

Bad points: 

Needs care machine-wash - 

on a cold gentle cycle or hand wash 

 and hang dry.  

It can be prone to wrinkling. - 
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Silk 

Silk is a natural fiber from the cocoons of silkworms.  It's considered on of the

strongest natural fabrics in the world.  

Good points: 

- It is most known for its soft, luxurious feel. 

- It looks amazing. 

- Like cotton, it adjusts easily to different climates, keeping you cool in hot weather

and adding warmth at cooler times.  

- It’s biodegradable. 

Bad point: 

- It’s dry clean only. 

https://colormewhimsy.shop

Tencel/Lyocell 

Tencel lyocell is a sustainable fabric, regenerated from wood cellulose. It is similar

in hand to rayon and bamboo, both regenerated fabrics. 

Good points:  

Tencel is one of the most environmentally friendly regenerated fabrics. - 

It’s lightweight and breathable. - 

It’s surprisingly soft and drapes well. - 

It’s non-allergenic and  anti-bacterial. - 

It’s machine-washable. - 

It’s biodegradable. - 

Bad points: 

It’s more expensive than most eco-friendly  fabric alternatives. - 

Wool 

Wool is a natural fiber that comes from sheep. It's most often used in the winter. 

Good points: 

- It’s warm.  

- It is durable, and resists dirt, wear, and tear. 

- It’s breathable, and wicks away moisture from the body.  

Bad points:  

- If you have sensitive, dry or itchy skin, you shouldn't wear wool as it's known to make

problems worse. You may want to look at acrylic as an alternative.  

- Wool needs special care, it should be hand-washed and hung to dry. 

7


