
SIMPLY BAMBOO PARQUET INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 


Parquet Profile  

Unlike traditional flooring, where all plank tongues and grooves face in the same direction, 
parquet flooring has one tongue and three grooves. This allows the installation of a Her-
ringbone pattern. Be sure to familiarize yourself with this before beginning the installation 
process. 


Note there are multiple ways to install a herring bone.Be sure to choose the pattern best 
suited to your needs and taste.  See below for some traditional patters of installing par-
quet flooring.  

Planning the Layout 

In general, the best look is focused on the center point in the longest part of the room. 
This is the eye-line of the floor.  

Use a beam compass to find the center of the room. A beam compass is a plank of 
wood, with a pencil on one end and a nail on the other, used to make a radius to show 
the center of the floor.  See below diagram for finding center of the room. 


Make sure that there is 100% adhesive contact between the underside of the planks and 
the subfloor.  

Any excess glue which seeps onto the surface of the floor must be removed immediately 
with adhesive  remover.
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Preparing to Lay the Floor  

Please refer to additional information below before installing flooring (Preparation of Sub-
floor). This will guide you in preparing the sub-floor.  As a general guide,  lay out the 
boards from several cartons. Always work out of of several boxes at once. Do not install 
any defective or damaged planks. 


Make sure your work area is well lit. Good visibility ensures that color is consistent and 
that visually defective planks are detected and removed. 


Laying the Floor  
After finding the center of the room, lay the first row as follows: 





Begin laying the second row as follows 


Continue until the floor is installed accordingly. 
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Measure, mark, and cut planks that extend to the walls. Allow for 12mm spaces. A T-Bev-
el (angle finder) can be used to find the correct angles. Always measure twice before cut-
ting.  

To cut planks, measure and mark the plank. Then, use a straight edge and utility knife to 
score and snap. You will also need to back-cut the under pad on the bottom of the plank. 
If you have difficulty using this method, you can use a jig saw, circular saw, or miter saw.  

One you reach the last column of your installation, all seams can be tapped to fully lock 
together at this time.  Do not discard planks cut on angles. Save all scrap pieces until the 
install is complete. They can be used in  other areas of the installation if layout permits. 
Stack in accordance to A and B planks.  

The flooring should be taped together during installation using painters tape to keep the 
planks from  moving during installation. The tape must be left in place for a minimum of 
24 hours. Flooring straps can be  used to pull boards together and hold them in place 
while the glue dries.  

After the installation is completed, keep the floor free from foot traffic for a minimum of 24 
hours to allow the glue and floor to set. 
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Complete the installation  

Clean the floor. Install or reinstall all wall trim pieces and transitions. 


Preparation of Subfloor  

The sub-floor must be dry, level and solid. 


Like all wood floors, bamboo needs room for expansion with the seasons. The gap be-
tween floor and wall covered by the skirting board must be at least 12 mm 


Colour variation 

• Bamboo flooring is subject to natural colour variations within the species and Pur-

chasers need to be fully aware that natural colour variations will occur and that 
there may be small differences in the packs supplied. For this reason, work with 
several packs when installing, blending them. 


• Care on site & storage. On site, all materials intended for flooring should be 
stacked carefully to retain flatness. They should be stored in a weathertight and dry 
environment, with conditions that maintain the moisture content at the level rec-
ommended for laying and as close as possible to the conditions of the finished 
building.


• Before flooring is acclimatised or laid, all other building operations should, as far as 
possible, have been completed. All wet trades should be completed and fully dry. 
However, the Fixing of skirtings, architraves and other similar finishing’s should be 
deferred until after the floor has been installed.


•

Flooring should be installed last. 
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• Acclimatisation: Acclimation is the process of conditioning the moisture content 
of bamboo flooring to the environment in which it is expected to perform. The 
bamboo flooring is fully acclimated when its moisture content and dimensions 
(width and length) are stable.  Acclimatisation time varies depending on interior 
climate control and time of the year. Minimum acclimation time is 72 hours. The 
recommended time for this flooring is 7-10 days. Open the box and plastic wrap. 
Do not store the cartons directly onto a concrete subfloor the cartons must be ele-
vated off the concrete. Acclimatisation temperature range is between 18ºC to 25ºC 
and relative humidity (RH) of 40%-55%. Conditions in which the floor was accli-
mated should be maintained continuously thereafter. 


Concrete and screeded subfloors 
• Subfloor requirements: Refer to BS8204-1: A subfloor should be rigid and ade-

quately level and flat. The finished floor flatness should be in accordance with BS 
8204-1. There should be a flatness tolerance of a gap no more than 3 mm showing 
under a 2 m long straight edge. Failure to comply with industry standards of 
BS8204 may affect adhesion of flooring leading to failure of the installation.  

• Subfloor moisture: Flooring needs to be protected from moisture, so the required 
industry testing of screeds as per BS8204-1 must be carried out. The test is by 
way of a hygrometer hood or sleeve, following correct procedures for securing the 
hood and or sleeve. Flooring must not be installed until a hygrometer test has been 
carried out. Moisture metres are only suitable as qualative and not quanative 
means of testing. Moisture meters (surface-type) may have some practicality as 
relative (qualitative, not quantitative) measurement devices for possibly indicating 
best placement for accurate, quantitative RH sensors/sleeve or hoods within the 
concrete. Moisture meters, similar to other non-quantitative test methods, are not 
final determination tools. The concrete/screed should be deemed dry enough to 
receive bamboo flooring after testing with a hygrometer at <65% relative humidity.


Other types of subfloors:


• Anhydrite screeds: The surface laitenance must be fully removed mechanically, as 
gluing direct to a contaminate surface will/can lead to failure of the flooring. 
<65%R.H required for subfloor. 


• Power floated: Power floating/power trowelling of directly finished concrete can 
affect adhesion and the advice of the adhesive manufacturer should be sought re-
garding the specification for surface preparation. 


• Wood based subfloors: Timber bases should be sound, rigid, level and dry. The 
timber should be at equilibrium moisture content, i.e. the state of dryness it will at-
tain in normal service conditions, at the time it is covered. In buildings where the 
wooden floors have received an in-situ treatment for preservation, there may be an 
interaction between the preservative chemicals and the adhesive or the floor cov-
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ering. Advice should be sought regarding suitable materials and remedial treat-
ment. Suspended timber floors at ground level should be adequately ventilated.


• Moisture content of wood based subfloors:  Suspended floorboarded softwood 
wood based subfloors should be in the range of 12%M.C and to within 4% of the 
parquet bamboo.


• Particleboard known as chipboard: This although a recognised subfloor, is not a 
good subfloor surface to which to adhere a floor, due to the waxes and resins in 
the product and therefore require to be overlaid with a plywood sheeting of appro-
priate thickness, not less than 6mm and ideally 9mm and correctly fixed to industry 
standards.The use of appropriate primer may be required please confirm with the 
adhesive manufacturer.


JOB SITE CONDITION Prior to installation, the installer must ensure that at the time 
of installation, the job site conditions including subfloor/substrate, ambient tempera-
ture and relative humidity, and all impacting variables will not negatively affect the 
floor. The manufacturer will decline responsibility for damages associated with im-
proper installation or poor site conditions. 


UNDERFLOOR HEATED SUBFLOOR This product cannot be installed on a radiant 
heated subfloor.  


EXPANSION GAP.  A minimum12mm expansion gap is required around the perimeter 
of the floor and between the floor and all vertical obstructions. Do not place perma-
nently mounted structures such as kitchen counters/cabinets on the installed floor. Ar-
eas wider than 8m, will require added provision for expansion, 1.5mm per m width of 
floor is an accepted calculation as minimum, however for all installations a minimum 
of 12mm provision for expansion is required.


• ADHESIVE. Use only the manufacturers recommended adhesives, which should 
be non-water based and correct notch trowel as recommended, following the ad-
hesive manufacturers coverage rate to the notched trowel.


• BOND FAILURE. Bond failure is NOT a flooring product defect. Most installation 
failures, including bond failure, result from jobsite moisture. Do not unpack or de-
liver flooring to the jobsite until moisture problems are corrected. Read adhesive 
manufacturer’s instructions carefully. Certain wood flooring adhesives may have 
special requirements and limitations of use. Some existing floors may not be ac-
ceptable. Not following the adhesive manufacturer’s recommendations can lead to 
installation failure or product damage and will void your warranty. 


• GLUE SPOTS ON FACE OF FINISHED FLOOR. Adhesive can damage the floor’s 
finish, especially when it has dried. It is extremely important to take precautionary 
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steps NOT to leave fingerprint or footprint marks on the face of the board. Preven-
tive actions include wearing gloves when spreading glue and discarding the gloves 
when finished. Use clean gloves before placing the floor planks in the adhesive 
layer. If glue comes in contact with the face of the board, remove immediately with 
the adhesive remover recommended by the adhesive manufacturer. Use clean 
towels, changing frequently to prevent haze and adhesive residue. If the spot re-
moval damages the appearance of the boards, replace the board. 


If any questions, please call us at 0330 333 6188 or 01273 330759, or email us at 
info@simplybamboo.co.uks
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