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Het maakt niet uit hoe ze gaan lezen, als ze maar lezen: Klassiekers 
koppelen aan YA (Young Adult) 

 
 

Het lezen van klassiekers kan voor 
volwassenen soms al lastig zijn vanwege 
het taalgebruik en de tragere opbouw. 
Waar liefhebbers hier juist van kunnen 
genieten, zie je bij jongeren vaak dat ze 
geen aansluiting vinden met het verhaal. 
Het speelt zich af in de volwassen 
wereld met onderwerpen die niet 
aansluiten bij hun belevingswereld.  

Nu zijn er eisen waaraan onderwijs moet voldoen waar het lezen van klassiekers bij hoort. 
Een manier om jongeren zover te krijgen dat ze klassiekers gaan lezen in plaats van scannen 
is door er een thema aan te hangen wat ze leuk vinden. Door ze na te laten denken waar ze in 
geïnteresseerd zijn en dit te koppelen aan een klassieker.  

Hieronder een stukje wat ik vond op internet, uiteraard zijn het twee extremen die er in dit 
geval zijn uitgelicht. Het doel erachter om aan te geven wat een jongere zal bereiken is wel 
duidelijk.  

Which would YOU rather read? 

• The best time to cry is at night, when the lights are out and someone is being beaten up and 
screaming for help. That way even if you sniffle a little they won't hear you. If anybody 
knows that you are crying, they'll start talking about it and soon it'll be your turn to get beat 
up when the lights go out. (1) • Walter Dean Meyers, Monster 

• In the days when the spinning wheels hummed busily in the farmhouses-and even great 
ladies, clothed in silk and thread-lace, had their toy spinning wheels of polished oak-there 
might be seen in districts far away among the lanes or deep in the bosom of the hills, certain 
pallid undersized men, who, by the side of the brawny country folk, looked like the remnants 
of a disinherited race.( 1) • George Eliot, Silas Marner 

(Bron: https://www.smore.com/svu79-out-with-the-old-in-with-the-new.) 
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1. Classic Novel: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Great YA Pairing: Monster by Walter Dean Myers or Black and White by Paul Volponi 

I love teaching To Kill a Mockingbird. How neat would it be to pair it with Monster or Black 
and White? Students would be able to look at racial relations as they exist today. Both of 
these YA books incorporate justice and law, so there would be many parallels! I am 
envisioning a culminating social justice project. Ah, I wish I had thought of this one sooner. 

 
2. Classic Novel: 1984 by George Orwell 

Great YA Pairing: Little Brother by Cory Doctorow 

These two books MUST be paired together. When I teach 1984, I ask my students to relate 
the concepts of government, technology, and surveillance to the world today. Little Brother is 
clearly written in response to 1984, and I use an excerpt with my students because I wasn’t 
able to garner enough funds for a class set. After we discuss the book, students always want 
to read it. A fun project—ask students to find a newspaper article relating to the themes 
in 1984 or Little Brother. We had so much fun jigsawing newspaper articles. You would be 
surprised at how many recent articles you can find by searching newspaper websites with the 
keywords of “Orwellian” or “Big Brother.”  

3. Classic Text: Night by Elie Wiesel  

Great YA Pairing: Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick or Between Shades of Gray 
by Ruta Sepetys 

My students love reading Night, but it seems that Holocaust texts are over-represented in our 
curricula. I wanted to branch out, while still covering the curricular requirement. The students 
LOVED the book. They couldn’t believe that they had never heard about Stalin’s acts of 
genocide. We spent a lot of time pairing it with Night, and as a bonus, I turned some self-
proclaimed non-readers into readers! I also love booktalking Never Fall Down, which is 
about the Cambodian genocide. The labor camps are similar to those in Night, and I think 
they would bridge well. Teachers would have a lot of fun examining the language of this text, 
and it would make for some great writing experiences for students! 

 
4. Classic Text: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

Great YA Pairing: If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson 

It seems that almost every school teaches this classic to freshmen, so I would be remiss if I 
didn’t discuss two great pairings. I love If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson. I learned 
about it in my education course with Wendy Glenn. It is much more relatable to students 
than Romeo and Juliet, so teachers would be better able to connect the classic text with 
students. It won’t take long for students to read it because it is not a lengthy book, so I 
promise you have time for it, and the students won’t forget it!  
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5. Classic Text: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Great YA Pairing: Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Now THIS is a classic that most teachers loathe teaching. No matter how much you dance, it 
seems there will always be students who are disengaged from the text. I bet many students 
would enjoy reading The Scarlet Letter if it were paired with Speak. There are so many 
connections between the two, that it just seems like an obvious choice. Students could 
connect the plot details, characterization, and themes. The language and structure of Speak 
make it an amazing book to teach. The students in our school love reading it. 

 
6. Classic Text: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 

Great Middle Grade Pairing: When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

I read A Wrinkle in Time in 6th grade and loathed every minute of it. I would have LOVED to 
have When You Reach Me to read first as a scaffold up to such an intense science fiction 
novel.  These two books are made to be paired, specifically because A Wrinkle in Time plays 
a part in When You Reach Me. When I finished Stead’s novel, it actually made me want to 
read L’Engle’s classic which is something you won’t hear me say often. 
 

7. Classic Text: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

Great YA Pairing: The Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick 

I love how well these two fit together and it actually makes me want to teach Fahrenheit so I 
can! As you all know, in Fahrenheit 451 books are being burned because the firemen are 
being told to burn them. In The Last Book in the Universe we enter into a world where almost 
everything is destroyed, including books. In both books the protagonist finds out about the 
power of books in different, but special ways; however, both include learning about the past. 
 
 
8. Classic Text: Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

Great YA Pairing: Looking for Alaska by John Green 

I love both of these novels and I love how well they would work together as a pairing. In both 
novels, a teenage boy is going to boarding school and both are encountering things they need 
to adapt to. The themes in the book can even be compared: Coming of age, Questioning 
authority, Solitude, Death. I also love a teacher character in both of these books because the 
teacher really makes them question. And coincidentally enough, John Green has even said he 
was influence by Holden Caulfield when writing Looking for Alaska. 
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9. Classic Text: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Great YA Pairing: This Dark Endeavor by Kenneth Oppel  

This one almost seems like cheating because, well, This Dark Endeavor was made to be 
paired with Frankenstein. This Dark Endeavor is Kenneth Oppel’s story of Victor 
Frankenstein as a young man thus fitting perfectly with Frankenstein. I tried to stay away 
from these types of books as pairings, but these are both such wonderful horror books and 
they would be great to pair together. This Dark Endeavor, in my opinion, would have made 
Mary Shelley proud. 

(Bron: http://www.unleashingreaders.com/?p=1436) 

 

 


