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Original Blend

Vintage Region
2021 McLaren Vale

Grape Variety
Grenache (77%), Shiraz (23%)

Colour
Medium depth, plum-coloured centre, with a deep rose rim.

Bouquet
Aromatic, fruit rich and enticing with fresh raspberry, blueberry, florals and dried herbs. 
These bright primaries are complexed and softened with the nuanced, savoury characters 
of barrel age.

Palate
Silky, sandy waves of grenache tannin with the generosity of shiraz fruit at the core. 
Delicious, ripe fruits are presented in a medium bodied, finely textured palate.

Drink
Drink while bright and young, or age up to six years from vintage.

Food Match
Tagliatelle with veal, porcini mushrooms and truffle oil.

Vineyards
Wirra Wirra has sourced fruit for Original Blend from premium McLaren Vale growers in 
McLaren Flat and Blewitt Springs. The vineyards range from 24 years (shiraz) to 104 years 
of age (grenache).

Oak Maturation
Up to 10 months in seasoned French oak barriques, depending on the parcel.

Vinification
Vineyard blocks of grenache and shiraz were picked and fermented separately. Wines were 
hand plunged or pumped over twice to four times daily, assisting in flavour and colour 
extraction and tempering the heat of ferment. Near completion, cap work was reduced to 
once or twice daily to keep the buoyant grape skins moist before pressing. Batches were 
maintained separately through malolactic fermentation and maturation in either tank or 
barrel before final selection and blending.

Technical Details Winemakers
pH  3.55      T.A.  5g/L      ALC  14.5% Paul Smith, Tom Ravech and 

Kelly Wellington

In 1972, cousins Greg and Roger Trott produced a dry red wine from grapes grown on Greg’s vineyard adjacent 
to the small Bethany Chapel opposite Wirra Wirra. This blend of grenache and shiraz became the first ‘Church 
Block’. Taking on advice from friends and mentors, Trott evolved Church Block over the years to its popular 
signature blend of cabernet sauvignon, shiraz and merlot. Yet still there were those who bemoaned the loss of 
the original blend of grenache and shiraz. So at various times over the years, when the planets have aligned, 
we have re-created the grenache shiraz offering and released it under the imaginatively titled ‘Original Blend’ 
moniker. With a look and feel harking back to simpler times, this latest release of Original Blend Grenache 
Shiraz is limited in number, but not imagination.
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