
REVIEWS & ACCOLADES
2019 The Absconder
Grenache

WBM, Mike Bennie - FEB 2021

94 POINTS
“These bold expressions of Grenache, very ‘Australian’ in their way, need to find great 
winemaking balance to be at the top of their game, lest they end up flabby and overly 
sweet. This wine nails the brief to be at the apex. Spicy oak shapes inky, raspberry/
pomegranate fruit character, there’s tightening tannins and a perky yet long finish. Classy 
stuff.”

WinePilot.com, Ray Jordan - JAN 2021

95 POINTS
“This super example of modern grenache comes from a vineyard planted more than  
100 years ago in McLaren Vale.  From the get go, the aim has been to gently manage the 
fruit to capture all those beautifully seductive perfumed subtleties that are finally being 
recognised by wine drinkers.  Only older French oak puncheons have been used after 
fermentation in fermenters and some whole bunch additions to heighten those aromatics.  
Rose petal and dried herbs on the nose with red currant and faint raspberry notes.   
A seamless and expressive palate displays slightly deeper darker fruits with a vital crisp 
acidity supporting the fine tannins.  Nails it.”

The Wine Front, Campbell Mattinson - NOV 2020

94 POINTS
“The vineyard has just turned 100 years old (planted 1920). The grapes went into open top 
fermenters and were left to sit on skins for 2.5 weeks. The wine was then matured in old 
oak only.  Deep and lively at once. Lots of anise and raspberry flavours with peppercorn, 
saltbush, sweet spice and whispers of choc-mint. The fruit has a natural power to it but 
overall it doesn’t feel heavy; it zips along. It then finishes dry, with firm-but-integrated 
tannin, though the fruit keeps pushing on.”

JamesSuckling.com, Nick Stock - MAY 2020

96 POINTS
“This wine is in full stride in 2019 with such intense raspberries and dark cherries, wrapped 
in a smooth, juicy palate that has such silky, well-judged tannin structure. So much depth of 
flavor with upbeat, velvety texture. Nails the brief! Drink or hold.”


