
SERVING AMONG CANADA'S INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
IS NOT WITHOUT CHALLENGES
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CANADA

Housing in these remote places is not as simple as buying a 
house, renting an apartment, or even building a house. In some of 
these communities there is no buying and selling of land, and no 
private home ownership. It is often a challenge for missionaries to 
find appropriate, affordable housing.

Personal sacrifices are made as ministry teams and families 
relocate to minister most effectively. Allan Giesbrecht, a 
FirstStory missionary with over 30 years experience working and 
living in Canada’s North writes, “Most remote communities 
are experiencing critical housing shortages, making renting 
impossible or at the best very costly. We need to be sensitive 
to this reality and not expect to get housing from the 
communities. In most cases it will be necessary to build new 
housing or renovate existing unwanted houses. This is not a 
financial investment that will be recovered – it will be one of 
the ‘costs’ of ministry we need to endure.”

What does building a house in a remote area entail? From his 
experiences in getting housing set up for a number of missionaries 
in northern Canada, Allan explains:

“One of the areas FirstStory has identified as a priority for the 
placement of a ministry team is Arctic Quebec. Even before 
construction begins, personal visits with community leaders 
will need to take place in order to get their approval, and to 
make arrangements for a land lot. This can take time and 
incur expense. 

Obtaining building materials for new construction or 
for renovating is a logistical challenge,” Allan continues, 

Continued on reverse...

THE CHALLENGE IS DAUNTING. Our desire is to take the gospel to the least reached 
people in Canada – and they live in some of the most difficult areas to access. As we 
bring the gospel to the Indigenous peoples of Canada, inevitably we are going to face 
the challenge of housing.

“After living in [a] remote 
First Nations community 
for a few years we 
had seen our share of 
hardship. We actually 
had a room set up in the 
basement of our home 
with fresh sheets on 
the bed for unexpected 
guests. It was not 
uncommon for people in 
this community to need a 
“safe place” to go in the 
middle of the night.”
— George and Ulli Hertwig, 
missionaries with  
FirstStory Ministries
Read the full article, Muddy Boots,  
at www.firststoryministries.ca/stories
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Establishing  
thriving churches  

among the indigenous 
peoples of Canada.



Are you a builder? Are you a hardware store owner? An 
engineer? An architect? Do you own a shipping/trucking 
company? Has God gifted and blessed you in a way that 
can be used to make His name known among Canada's 
indigenous people?

Please ask God to show you a tangible way to help with the 
allocation of missionaries to remote areas in Canada.

Finances are needed to help secure housing for FirstStory 
missionaries.

Temporary housing is needed for families preparing to 
locate to remote communities. 

We also want to help missionaries who are willing to — for 
the sake of their ministry — live in hard to reach places 
that come with a high price tag.

PROJECT UPDATE
In our last First Responders newsletter, we shared an opportunity to help launch FirstStory — 
specifically, equipping families to serve Canada's First Peoples. Through the generousity of 
Canadians, God has supplied the finances needed to start building the programs necessary to 
prepare our missionaries for this task.

“Materials need to purchased – everything down to the last nail has to be 
considered, as there is no hardware store down the street! Arrangements 
need to be made for materials to be taken to dockyards in Montreal, and 
then transported by cargo ship to each coastal community. The earliest 
arrival of cargo is mid-July, leaving only a short time of suitable weather for 
outdoor building activities.

When building supplies arrive in the community, there can be problems 
with damaged, short-changed, or even exchanged inventory. Construction 
workers often need to improvise to get the job done. There are no trade 
workers to hire locally to do the plumbing and electrical work, so experienced 
volunteer teams are needed. These teams need to be flown in, provided with 
food and living accommodations. As you can imagine, building costs are 
significantly higher than building in less remote areas.”

Canada’s First Peoples need to be introduced to Jesus and then discipled. They 
need communities of faith – local churches – that are thriving. This will take 
committed, mature believers to live among them for the long haul, earning their 
trust, developing deep relationships and, in authentic ways, being Jesus to them.

This is why we are looking ahead to procuring housing for our missionary 
teams. Simply put, it is going to cost money.
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TWO OPPORTUNITIES
2

Ken Dewar
Coordinating Director, FirstStory Ministries 
kendewar@ethnos.ca

TO LEARN MORE,  call 844-855-6862, email information@firststoryministries.ca, or use the enclosed response card.
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Thank you for prayerfully considering the part you can play in helping FirstStory missionaries  
with their housing needs. When replying, please use the enclosed response card.


