
A SPECIAL KIND OF CHALLENGE

FirstResponders is a donor newsletter from FirstStory, a ministry of Ethnos Canada (founded in 1942 as New Tribes Mission).

THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WITHIN CANADA 
HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO HORRIFIC 
ABUSE — often at the hands of men and women 
associated with “the church”. Children were 
wrenched out of their home and communities, often 
without their parent’s knowledge or consent, and 
placed in residential schools. Today, the suicide rates 
for Inuit youth are among the highest in the world, at 
11 times the national average (www.suicideinfo.ca).

Substance and alcohol abuse, along with the resulting 
dependency runs rampant. The results of the past 
abuse have made planting thriving churches among 
the indigenous peoples in Canada an incredibly 
difficult ministry. Earlier this year when visiting 
a number of communities in Northern Ontario, it 
didn’t take me (Ken Dewar, FirstStory Ministries' 
Coordinating Director) long to realize that planting 
thriving churches among these precious people is 

going to take a special type of family, and it is going to 
take time.

Indigenous people have been deeply hurt. Instead of 
the gospel being welcomed with open arms, many 
indigenous communities are often cautious, reserved 
and apprehensive. They have built up defenses to 
keep those from outside the community out, like they 
keep out the cold of winter.

It is into this incredibly complex and challenging 
landscape that God is opening doors for Ethnos 
Canada to serve. God is not just opening doors, but He 
is raising up believers willing to put in the time it will 
take to engage the First Nations and Inuit in Canada 
with the gospel. 

We realize that there is not a quick-fix to overcome 
these challenges.
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Born into families that didn’t 
attend church, they were raised 
in Massachusetts. Not having 
godly examples, they moved 
in together when they were 
18-years-old. It was then that 
Jordan’s aunt and uncle invested 
into their lives, and they 
recognized their need for Christ. 

With their new faith developing, 
they got married and instantly 
got involved in a local church.

Over the next seven years 
Jordan worked as a carpenter 
and Jessica was a stay-at-
home-mom to their growing 
family. As a builder, Jordan had 
the opportunity to work with 
many immigrant workers and 
one man in particular had a 
desire to learn about the Lord.

As Jordan began discipling him, 
Jordan quickly realized that he 
himself wasn’t grounded enough 
in God’s Word. During this time 
a missionary couple came and 
spoke at their church and told 
them about Ethnos360 Bible 
Institute and missionary training 
program that could help them 
be grounded in the Word of God 
and teach it effectively.

As Jordan and Jessica learned 
about cross-cultural missions, 
God grew within them a sense 
of urgency. They sold their 
belongings, said their goodbyes 
and moved to the Ethnos360 
Bible Institute campus in 
Wisconsin.

After two years in Bible school, 
they moved to Ontario to attend 
Emanate, Ethnos Canada’s 

missionary training program. 
It was during this time that 
they heard about the needs in 
Canada’s north. With a past 
that included broken homes, 
a history of drug and alcohol 
abuse, and losing many friends 
and even some family to drugs, 
Jordan and Jessica feel as 
though the Lord has been 
preparing them for this exact 
ministry.

They’re amazed when they look 
back at all that God has done 
in their lives. Missions is the 
last place that they would have 
seen themselves and yet with 
the Lord’s strength, they are 
graduating from Emanate in 
December, raising their support 
and preparing to relocate their 
family into a community that 
desperately needs the Lord.

TO LEARN MORE,  call 844-855-6862, email information@firststoryministries.ca or visit firststoryministries.ca

A [NOT-SO] SPECIAL KIND OF FAMILY
It breaks my heart every time I hear how 
communities were dismantled — how families were 
torn apart.

Into this complex and challenging ministry 
context, God is calling men and women. Where 
once indigenous people were taken out of their 
communities, I am excited to see Christian families 
willing to move into these communities and live 
among the people.

God is raising up families for such a time as this. 
Families that have learned to be dependent on Him. 

Who are willing to count the cost. Who know what 
it means to persevere. The type of families that will 
not just survive but thrive in Canada’s north are 
highly relational and have a humble, servant heart. 
They will be able to enter the ministry context as 
learners, discovering what it means to be an insider 
and how the people view the world. Only after years of 
investing in relationships will trust be earned and the 
people open up—to the messenger and the message.

One family that exemplifies these characteristics is 
Jordan and Jessica Martin. 
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ONE FAMILY’S JOURNEY
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 - Jordan came to a saving faith in Jesus Christ

2007 - Jessica came to a saving faith in Jesus Christ /  
Jordan and Jessica got married

2007-2014 - Jordan continued to work as a carpenter 
while Jessica stayed home with their growing family

2008-2012 - Their first three boys were born

2013 - Heard about Ethnos360 Bible Institute and 
missionary training 

2014 - Made the decision to go and welcomed their 
fourth son to the family

2015 - Sold their belongings and moved to Ethnos360 
Bible Institute in Wisconsin for 2-years

2017 - Graduated with an Associate Degree in 
Biblical Studies and moved to Canada for specialized 
missionary training

2019 - Plan to begin orientation for the northern 
context and continue raising their needed support

2020 - Desired date to move into a community in need 
of the gospel

While in many ways there is nothing special 
about Jordan and Jessica, there is something 
extraordinary about them—they are willing to be 
used by God.

The fact that God is living in and through them 
is what makes them useful servants in His work 
among the indigenous peoples in Canada.

Jordan and Jessica have teachable hearts. This 
has been demonstrated as God has led them from 
pursuing the American dream to Bible college, 
and from Bible college to specialized missionary 
training with Ethnos Canada. 

God will use their humble, teachable hearts — 
their posture of being a learner — to build deep 
and meaningful relationships with those they 
desire to see come to a saving faith in Jesus 
Christ.

Yes, it will take time, most likely years, to be 
accepted into a community—but it will be worth it.



PRAY: for the Martin family and others like them.  
Sign up at go.ethnos.ca/jordanandjessica receive their 
email updates.

GIVE: Help us get the word out there, so that other 
families like the Martin’s become aware of the 
opportunity to join church planting teams in Canada’s 
north.

GO OR SEND: Has God been tugging at your heart, 
causing you to wonder if you should pursue church 
planting in Canada’s north?

Or maybe you know someone you think has what it takes 
— a walk with the Lord and a willingness to serve. Please 
give them a nudge. Encourage them to pray about joining 
a church planting team.

Ethnos Canada is looking for singles, couples and 
families willing to walk with God into some very complex 
and challenging ministry contexts.

To learn more,  
email information@firststoryministries.ca  
or visit firststoryministries.ca today.

GET ENGAGED

 1809FRC

 A SPECIAL KIND OF OUTCOME

  Yes! I want to help establish thriving churches in Canada.

We desire to see people who were historically isolated 
from God brought into a knowledge of their creator. 
We want to see self-striving religion replaced with a 
God-focused relationship. We want to see confusion 
replaced with a clear understanding of truth. 

Where people once struggled with a dependence on 
drugs and alcohol, we long for a day when they know 
what it means to be dependent on the Lord. Our heart 
is to see the indigenous people in Canada delivered 
“from the domain of darkness and transferred ... to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son.” (Colossians 1:13, ESV).  
Through  a long-term, incarnational approach to 

ministry, Ethnos Canada desires to see new believers 
thrive and grow to maturity. 

Only then can they, with the same humble attitude 
demonstrated to them, teach others also (2 Timothy 2:2). 

Our desire is to see thriving churches throughout 
the indigenous communities in Canada who are not 
just accepting God with open arms, who are not only 
making disciples in their own communities, but taking 
the truth of God’s Word to neighbouring communities, 
and ultimately, around the world.

In Christ, Coordinating Director  
FirstStory Ministries 
kendewar@ethnos.ca

o  I want to give $_________ to help FirstStory Ministries promote the need for more church planters.

o  Please send me FirstStory prayer requests via email.   o  Please contact me about serving with FirstStory.

Cheques payable to Ethnos Canada • PO Box 707 • Durham ON  N0G 1R0 
You may also give with a credit card at firststoryministries.ca/give or by filling in the form below.

Name ______________________________________________ Address _______________________________________________

City  __________________________________________ Prov ______________ Postal Code  ______________

Email ____________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________ o cell

Name on card _______________________________________  Signature ___________________________________________________

o	 Please make this a monthly recurring gift on the   o 1st or   o 15th of each month.

Credit Card Number______________________________________________ Expiration date _______  Verification/Security Code ______


