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LETTER FROM THE

FRIENDS OF CAIC

Dear Friends and Partners,
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The Friends of CAIC 
was created to 
support avalanche 
forecasting 
and education 
throughout the 
State of Colorado.

MISSION
FRIENDS OF CAIC 

The Friends of CAIC is a  
501(c)3 non profit.

The 2020/2021 season was the deadliest recreational avalanche season on record in the United States. 
37 people died nationwide. 12 of those fatalities were here in Colorado. The Colorado Avalanche 
Information Center (CAIC) recorded 4,746 total avalanches this past season and we saw a 36.9% increase 
in human-triggered avalanches year over year. Unfortunately, a very dangerous snowpack combined with 
skyrocketing backcountry use was a recipe for an incredibly sad winter for the backcountry community.

The Friends of CAIC vision is to help build the most robust avalanche forecasting operation in the United 
States and to make avalanche awareness an essential part of the winter backcountry community’s daily 
plan. Over the next 3 years we will work toward accomplishing that vision by increasing our impact on 
avalanche public safety in alignment with the CAIC. We will also continue to expand and innovate our 
education programs for all user types, regardless of experience level, demographic, or location.

In this deck you will find a breakdown of our work last season as well as our sponsorship opportunities 
for this coming season. I hope you will partner with us and help us realize our vision. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Aaron Carlson 
Executive Director 
Friends of CAIC



2019-2020 Recap

FORECASTING & OPERATIONS

$220,100
TECHNOLOGY

$23,687

EDUCATION & AWARENESS 

$37,034
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

$84,939

The Friends of CAIC invested more than $365,760 into avalanche forecasting and education in Colorado 
during the 2020/2021 season. Below you will find a breakdown of where that money went.



501(c)3 Organization
Fundraising

Grant Writing
Community Events

Corporate Partnerships
Marketing of the CAIC
Financially supporting 
avalanche forecasting, 
education, and special 

projects

Operate a web based 
application to support 

forecasting and fundraising
Know Before You Go

Use mobile apps and social 
media to disseminate public 

safety information
Promote the mission of 

public safety
Colorado Snow and 

Avalanche Workshop
Colorado Backcountry 
Avalanche Workshop

BOTH

Government program 
within DNR

Avalanche forecasting for 
CDOT and State 

Transportation System
Avalanche forecasting for 
backcountry areas of CO
Weather forecasting for 

mountainous areas of CO
Documentation of 

avalanche impacts in 
Colorado

Avalanche accident 
database for the USA.

Avalanche education for
students of all levels and 

applications

Friends of CAIC + CAIC Relationship



FRIENDS OF CAIC

COMMUNITY
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Community: Our Audience

Who are our Friends? 
They define themselves by the activities they do and how they spend 
their time. They are backcountry skiers, snowboarders, snowmobilers, 
snowshoers, and climbers and they want to show off their adventures. 
They feel a sense of responsibility for supporting avalanche 
forecasting, education, and the CAIC, and want to be recognized by 
 

others for doing so. Associating oneself with Friends of CAIC is a 
signal to all that you are a member of this close knit community.

Backcountry recreation is growing in Colorado. It is our job to come 
together and make sure this community has the tools they need to 
stay safe.



Community: Education

2699
STUDENTS

69 
 COURSES

LAST YEAR, THERE WERE:

Know Before You Go (KBYG) 

In response to the pandemic, Friends of CAIC and the CAIC created and facilitated online versions 
of the KBYG class, both via live zoom presentation and offering the full course in partnership 
with the Utah Avalanche Center. We plan to incorporate these resources moving forward while 
returning to live classes.
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1,581  
Online KBYG  

Full Module Sessions

 
311  

Live Online KBYG  
Course Attendees

100  
Recorded Online KBYG  
Non-Motorized Classes

 
23 

Recorded Online KBYG 
Motorized Classes



Colorado Snow and Avalanche Workshop 

The Colorado Snow and 
Avalanche Workshop 
returns as a two 
day professional 

development seminar for people working in 
avalanche safety. It provides a venue for avalanche 
workers to listen to presentations and discuss
new ideas, techniques and technologies with their
colleagues. The meeting is intended for ski patrollers,
avalanche forecasters, road maintenance personnel, ski
guides, avalanche education instructors, undergraduate
and graduate students, and applied researchers, but the
meeting is open to anyone. CSAW has grown to a gathering 
of over 1200 people and is scheduled for October 14-15, 2021.

Colorado Backcountry Avalanche Workshop 

The Colorado Backcountry Avalanche Workshop returns 
for it’s 3rd year. Created to offer a continuing education 
experience for recreational users, the live event in 2020 
hosted over 340 people, and the digital version in 2021 
brought over 700 online registrations. We look forward to 
bringing a live/digital format event in spring of 2022.

Community: Education



Community: Web & Mobile

The Friends of CAIC and CAIC have developed web and mobile applications that deliver 

critical forecasting & avalanche information to all users across the state.

MOBILE APP ANALYTICS
374,119 

Ad impressions for 2020/2021 season

.23% 
Ad CTR on mobile app ads 

21,000 
Current Active Users 

830,000 
Event Count

1,049,525 
Page Views 

17 minutes 51 seconds 
Average Engagement Time 

1 minute 10 seconds 
Average engagement per session

3,700  
Average Unique Sessions Per Day 

480 
Observations Submitted from App

WEBSITE ANALYTICS 
www.colorado.gov/avalanche

2 minutes 11 seconds 
Average time on page 

2.88 Million 
Total 2020/2021 Website Pageviews

2.36 Million 
Total 2020/2021 Unique Pageviews



The CAIC backcountry program relies heavily on donations 
to support its operations. Those donations fund avalanche 
forecaster positions as well as joint CAIC/Friends of CAIC 
projects such as the Know Before You Go avalanche 
awareness program, website and mobile app development 
and continuing education for CAIC staff.

Sponsor us today and make a positive impact  
on avalanche safety in Colorado.

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIESS E A S O N
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SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES APEX SPONSOR

$10,000 Partners
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Custom programs available such as special projects and CAIC 
equipment sponsorship. Please let our Executive Director know 
you are interested in going above and beyond with your support 
and we will work with you to create a custom program to reach 
both of our objectives!

• Opportunity to have a CAIC forecaster present at a sponsor 
hosted event during the 2021/2022 season. Subject to approval by 
the CAIC director 

• Includes Four (4) tickets to the CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021

• Logo inclusion in quarterly membership updates as a 
corporate “Member”

• Opportunity to offer member specials or discounts on 
confirmation email

• 2 Treeline Memberships for sponsor team

BENEFITS:

"We’re really excited to deepen our partnership with the 
Friends of CAIC over the course of the next three years.  We 
felt compelled to go deeper with CAIC, as they’re the No. 1 
touchpoint for people heading into the backcountry.” 

- Ross Herr, Director of Sales and Marketing in North America for Oberalp



SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

• Rotating company banner advertisement on CAIC home page for 
the duration of 2021/2022 season. (www.colorado.gov/avalanche)

• Logo placed on sponsors web page and linked back  
to your company website.

• Presenting sponsorship placement on all Benefit Bash  
marketing materials.

• Vendor space at the CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021.

• Four (4) registrations to the Colorado Snow and Avalanche 
Workshop – October, 14-15 2021.

• Two (2) Know Before You Go avalanche awareness events during 
the 2021/2022 season. These can be hosted at any location or 
virtually as specified by your brand. In person events pending

• Vendor space at the Colorado Snow and Avalanche Workshop - 
Oct. 14-15, 2021.

• Presenting sponsorship placement on 1 “CAIC Regional  
Snowpack Update” for Friends of CAIC members.

• 40% off Zone Forecast webpage advertising.

14,000’ SPONSOR
$3,500 Cash donation AND $2,000 product donation (wholesale value)

BENEFITS:

Photo by Spencer Davis on Unsplash



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

• Company banner advertisement rotating on CAIC Statewide 
Weather Page for 6 weeks during the 2021/2022 season.  
(www.colorado.gov/avalanche)

• Logo placed on sponsors web page and linked back to your 
company website.

• Logo placement on on all CAIC Benefit Bash marketing materials.

• Vendor space at the CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021.

• Two (2) tickets to the CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021.

• Two (2) registrations to the Colorado Snow and Avalanche 
Workshop – October 14-15, 2021.

• Vendor space at the CAIC Benefit Bash for a discounted rate of 
$300. Based on availability.

• One (1) Know Before You Go avalanche awareness event during 
the 2021/2022 season. These can be hosted at any location or 
virtually as specified by your brand. In person events pending.

• Vendor space at the Colorado Snow and Avalanche Workshop - 
Oct. 14-15, 2021.

• Supporting sponsorship placement on 1 “CAIC Regional Snowpack 
Update” for Friends of CAIC members.

• 35% off Zone Forecast webpage advertising. 
Based on availability.

• Logo placed on sponsors web page and linked back to 
your company website.

• Company banner advertisement rotating on one CAIC 
zone forecast page for 4 weeks during the 2021/2022 
season.  (www.colorado.gov/avalanche)

• Company logo placed on CAIC Benefit Bash materials.

• Two (2) tickets to the CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021.

• Two (2) registrations to the Colorado Snow and Avalanche 
Workshop – October 14-15, 2021.

• Vendor space at the CAIC Benefit Bash for a discounted 
rate of $275. Based on availability.

• Vendor space at the Colorado Snow and Avalanche 
Workshop for a discounted rate of $200. 

• 30% off Zone Forecast webpage advertising. 
Based on availability.

BENEFITS: BENEFITS:

12,000’ SPONSOR
$1,000 Cash donation AND  
$1,000 product donation (wholesale value)

13,000’ SPONSOR
$2,500 Cash donation AND  
$1,500 product donation (wholesale value)



• Logo placed on sponsors web page and linked back to 
your company website.

• Logo placement on sponsorship presentation at  
CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021.

• Two (2) tickets to the CAIC Benefit Bash - Dec. 4, 2021.

• Two (2) registrations to the Colorado Snow and Avalanche 
Workshop – October 14-15, 2021.

• Vendor space at the CAIC Benefit Bash for a discounted 
rate of $300. Based on availability.

• 25% off select Zone Forecast webpage advertising. 
Based on availability.

• Logo placed on sponsors web page and linked back to 
your company website.

• Logo placement on CAIC Benefit Bash auction materials.

• Two (2) registrations to the Colorado Snow and Avalanche 
Workshop – October 14 - 15, 2021.

• In-kind donations will be used at our different events 
around the State of Colorado.

• 15% off select Zone Forecast webpage advertising. 
Based on availability.

BENEFITS: BENEFITS:

10,000’ SPONSOR
$500 Cash donation AND  
$500-$1,000 product donation (wholesale value)

5,280’  SPONSOR
$100-$2,000 in-kind product donation (wholesale value)

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES



SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES WEBSITE ANALYTICS

Promote your product to a targeted 
snow-loving audience and support 
avalanche forecasting and education in 
the process!  

The Colorado Avalanche Information 
Center (CAIC) is THE resource for 
mountain weather and avalanche 
forecasts throughout Colorado and 
is the go-to website for everyone 
recreating in the mountains of Colorado.  

We are very selective about what ads 
we place on our website. We require 
that they are relevant to our audience.  

WEBSITE ANALYTICS 
www.colorado.gov/avalanche

1.7 million 
Total Ad Server Impressions

1,744,899 
Website Ad Server Impressions

.13% 
Banner Ad CTR



SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES BRANDED MERCHANDISE

Help stock Friends of CAIC’s online 
merchandise shop with product 
collaborations! Donate co-branded 
merchandise (50 unit minimum) for 
sale on support.friendsofcaic.org - your 
donation is multiplied and we handle 
sales, storage, and shipping!

Branded merchandise is available to 
partners at a reduced price for you 
to sell. A $500 minimum order allows 
you to stock Friends of CAIC branded 
gear, showing your customers that you 
support the avalanche safety programs 
that they depend on.



2021-2022

EVENT
OPPORTUNITIES



Events: 14th Annual Benefit Bash

The largest fundraiser of the year is back! The Annual Benefit Bash will take place on Saturday, 12/4/2021, in person at the Breckenridge 

Riverwalk Center. Friends of CAIC is looking for in-kind items, especially packages and unique products that can’t be obtained elsewhere. 

Opportunities to participate include co-branded big ticket items, event presenting sponsorship at the 14,000’ sponsorship level, and 

stage toss outs/door prizes.



Events: Colorado Backcountry Avalanche Workshop (COBAW)

FIRST  ANNUAL

FEBRUARY  11 ,  2020  5 :30-9PM

AMERICAN  MOUNTAINEERING

CENTER

GOLDEN ,  CO

 

COLORADO BACKCOUNTRY
AVALANCHE WORKSHOP

Sponsor opportunities include:

PRESENTING SPONSOR: $3,000
BENEFITS: 
• Presenting Sponsorship billing on all COBAW marketing material.
• Access to the COBAW Registration list including first name, last name, email address.
• Up to 10 complimentary registrations to the workshop.
• Video advertising in pre-event content speaker slot (i.e. product demonstration/ 

technical presentations). 

SPONSOR: $500
BENEFITS:
• Logo included on the COBAW webpage and ticketing page.
• Logo inclusion in COBAW pre-event content email to all attendees.
• Opportunity for your brand to give away product to attendees through a raffle.
• Inclusion in a “Thank you from our sponsors” email that could include a personalized 

message or offer from your brand to all COBAW attendees.

There is a proven demand for continuing avalanche education opportunities for 

backcountry recreationalists. COBAW aims at this audience with a night of higher 

level talks and audience discussions. After a sold out first edition in Spring 2020 

in Golden, and a 700+ person digital audience in 2021, we are moving this event 

back in person and blending in an online component for 2022, allowing us to 

expand the audience statewide.



Events: Colorado Snow and Avalanche Workshop

Sponsor opportunities include: 

SPONSOR: $500
BENEFITS: 

• Logo included on the CSAW webpage and ticketing page.
• Logo inclusion in CSAW pre-event content email to all attendees.
• Opportunity for your brand to give away product to attendees 

through a raffle.
• Inclusion in a “Thank you from our sponsors” email that could 

include a personalized message or offer from your brand to all 
CSAW attendees.



Contact Aaron Carlson 
Executive Director
aaron@friendsofcaic.org
303.519.1717

To become a Friends of CAIC Sponsor:


