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It’s thyme to get 
your hands dirty...

The layers of  
your terrarium

WHAT IS A TERRARIUM? 
A terrarium is a miniature garden in a 
sealed container. The plants and soil 
naturally release water vapour, which 
collects on the wall of the container. This 
water then trickles down the walls back 
into the soil. This magical process means 
terrariums are self-nourishing and require 
very little maintenance once they’re 
sealed. If you’re wondering whether this 
means that a terrarium recycles its own 
water, then you are absolutely correct! 
Yeah, it blows our minds too.

THE FINISHING TOUCHES 
As minimalists, we tend to decorate our 
terrariums with stones to mimic a real mini 
forest and add some depth to our terrarium.

THE PLANTS 
Start with the bigger plants first as these  
should take priority in your best viewing spots. 
Then you can arrange any additional baby  
plants or mosses to make up the surroundings.

THE SOIL 
There are many different types of soil to use 
inside a terrarium but to make things fuss-free 
we tend to go with houseplant compost which 
has plenty of nutrients to support plant growth.

THE FOUNDATION 
A terrarium’s foundation is made up of 
pebbles and activated charcoal. It’s arguably 
the most important part to get just right,  
as this will be the key factor in helping,  
or hindering, the draining process.

THE CONTAINER 
If you’re just getting started with terrariums 
then fear not, all of our containers have been 
chosen with you in mind. A wider opening tends 
to give you maximum space when planting 
and adjusting. You can also use our aquarium 
tweezers to help move the plants around.

WHAT’S INSIDE YOUR BOX 
   Terrarium Container 
   Miniature Tropical Plants and Moss 
   Pebbles and Soil 
   Activated Charcoal 
   Decorative Stones and Grit 
   Terrarium Tools 
   Terrarium Birth Certificate 
   Terrarium Booklet



The how-tos To make the most of your me-time, we’ve 
created a mini guide to help you build a 
mind-blowingly gorgeous terrarium.

STEP 1 GET READY 
Lay out all your tools and plants to  
get started! Decant your bags of soil, 
pebbles, decorative stones and grit  
into conveniently sized bowls.

STEP 4 ADD THE SOIL 
Add enough soil for the plant’s roots to 
have plenty of room to fit and grow, but 
avoid overloading the soil - think lush 
green terrarium! The layer of soil should 
be taller than your pebble layer, around 
double the height. We like to add depth 
by creating a mini slope with the soil.  
Use the cork stick to gently tap and 
compact the top layer of soil.

STEP 2 ADD THE DRAINAGE LAYER 
Fill the bottom of the container with  
pebbles. This creates a ‘drainage layer’  
to allow water to settle and not flood  
the plants. The depth of the pebbles  
depends on the size and height of your 
container, start measuring from the  
base and aim for around an inch.

STEP 5 PREP THE PLANTS 
Take your plants out of the pot and use 
your hands to break up the hard soil ball 
until you get down to the roots. Be gentle 
when separating the roots, but do shake 
off as much soil as possible. Trim off  
any unhealthy leaves. Avoid cramming  
too many plants into the container so  
that the plants have space. 

STEP 3 ADD THE ACTIVATED CHARCOAL 
Sprinkle activated charcoal over the  
pebbles. The charcoal will improve the 
quality of your terrarium by reducing 
bacteria, fungi and odours.

STEP 6 PLANTING 
Make a hole in the soil deep enough for 
the roots to go in. Before you place your 
plants into the soil, give the roots a little 
tidy by wrapping them into a ball shape. 
We recommend using our aquarium 
tweezers if you’re planting in a narrow 
neck terrarium container.
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The how-tos

STEP 7 TIDY UP 
Now you’ve placed your plants in the soil, 
fill in the rest of the hole and compact  
the soil down around the base of the 
plants. Make sure no roots are showing, 
as your plants will live longer when they’re 
planted properly. Repeat this step with  
any more plants you would like to add.  
Use a paintbrush to dust off any dirt  
from the delicate leaves.

STEP 10 YOU’RE DONE! 
Enjoy your first handcrafted Leafage 
terrarium! Take a picture of your 
creation and tag us on Instagram  
@weareleafage - we’d love to see! 

STEP 8 ADD THE FINISHING TOUCHES 
After you’ve finished planting, you’ll want 
to add a blanket of moss, stones and grit. 
We love to cover the soil with green moss, 
pebbles and a few decorative stones to 
mimic a mini rainforest. You can use a 
spoon to help fill up the smaller areas too.

STEP 9 CLEAN AND WATER  
Give your plants a little water by 
spraying the inside of your glass 
container and let the water drop down 
into the soil. This will help clean the 
glass of any dirt that has settled on 
the sides of the container too. Avoid 
spraying directly onto the leaves.
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Taking care of  
your terrarium

A bit about us

Leafage is driven by a single purpose – to inspire 
inner growth by nurturing through nature.

We live our life by the three P’s: Plants, People, 
Potential. They’re the firm foundations for our 
hands-on terrarium workshops, DIY kits and  
other curated products, all dedicated to bringing  
the outside in.

Join our flourishing family of plant fanatics to 
broaden your knowledge of the natural world, 
explore your personal potential, or simply make  
a wildly gorgeous terrarium.

Discover the perfect opportunity to reconnect  
with yourself and with nature.
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LIGHT 
Terrariums love a well-lit area  
with indirect sunlight. Try to avoid 
direct sun, as the plants may burn.

WATER 
If condensation has appeared 
on the glass and the plants are 
starting to wilt, your terrarium 
might be a little thirsty! It won’t 
need watering often, but this is 
usually a sign.

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR 
Our good looking terrarium is super 
low-maintenance. However, if you 
see any weeds, mould, or unhealthy 
looking plants, we recommend our 
aquarium scissors to help keep 
your creation fresh. Sometimes the 
glass might appear constantly wet 
from too much condensation. If 
this happens, take off the lid to air 
the terrarium for a couple of hours.

A little note to say...

FOUNDER 
OF LEAFAGE

Did you know, when you buy from a 
small business an actual person does 
a happy dance? 

Whether you’re brand new to Leafage 
or already a friend, I am so grateful 
you have chosen to make memories 
with our DIY kit. Created for you by 
myself and my team, with the utmost 
love and attention, I hope it will bring 
a little joy to your home. 

We would love to hear how your 
experience went, so if you’d like  
to tell us what you think, we’re  
just a moment away.

Ferntastic!



Wondering what else we get  
up to? Aside from creating  
DIY kits, we run virtual and  
in-real-life workshops. From 
team building activities to 
corporate days out and 
private events, it’s what we 
do best. So if you’re looking 
to host the next big thing, 
we’d love to hear from you. 

GOT A QUESTION?  
kay@wearelefage.com 
weareleafage.com

Tag and share your 
creation with us  
on Instagram at  
@weareleafage


