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1.0 Introduction  

 

This document summarises the verification of the Nc’nean carbon footprint, for the period 1st April 

2020 – 31 March 2021, to a reasonable level of assurance.   

This document is intended for internal use only and should be read in conjunction with Nc’nean’s 

carbon footprint inventory.   Nc’nean are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of their 

carbon footprint in accordance with the criteria they have determined.  Environmental Strategies 

Limited are responsible for expressing an opinion on the carbon footprint inventory based on our 

verification.  
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2.0 Data Sources 

 

This carbon footprint was verified using an evidence-based approach as per the requirements of ISO 

14064-3:2019 Specification with guidance for the verification and validation of greenhouse gas 

statements.  The use of primary data, (e.g. invoices, meter reads), wherever possible, and the provision 

of carbon impact information for the key raw material from the supplier, reduces the risk of a material 

misstatement in these areas.  Both the primary and secondary data utilised to estimate the carbon 

footprint was sampled across the three carbon scopes to confirm accuracy of source data into 

calculations.  Data related to the different activities included at Scope 3 was sampled in greater depth 

as this scope carries the greatest risk of misstatement.   The likely origin of any misstatements are the 

academic sources utilised for carbon conversion, in the event that these have been updated since 

publishing, and where elements of the footprint have been calculated using pounds spent or tonne.km 

as the specific vehicles were unknown.   The data examined during the verification was historical in 

nature. 

Our discussions with the company author of the footprint, and the level of research to locate credible 

conversion sources, gives confidence in the reported data.  These sources, as well as primary data 

controls, were confirmed and reviewed as part of the verification process.  Almost all documentation 

requested was readily produced and all audit trails selected could be followed to original data sources. 

Where documentation was requested and not produced, the impact on the evidence-gathering 

process was negligible.  Any estimates in the footprint were tested and the methodologies adopted 

appeared appropriate.  Where errors were identified in the calculations, a recalculation of emissions 

was performed in consultation with the author.  

 

3.0 Verification Findings 

 

The criteria determined by Nc’nean is the field-to-gate carbon footprint of the organisation across 

Carbon Scopes 1, 2 and 3, within the company’s financial control.  The company state to have utilised 

GHG Protocol Guidance to determine the carbon footprint and agreed a 5% error threshold.  The 

boundary is clearly accounted for based on materiality and financial control of activities i.e. the 

downstream emissions associated with final delivery to customers, product in use, and end of life 
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considerations, are outside the boundary.  The GHG Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard, 

revised edition, has been used in the verification of this carbon footprint to determine completeness 

of scopes and activities.  A sufficient and appropriate level of evidence was gathered as part of this 

verification to give confidence in the carbon footprint estimation and that the material emission 

sources have been included within the boundary.  

The company acknowledges the limitations of its footprint, in terms of the lack of primary data in the 

supply chain.  A hierarchy of emissions factors has been consistently applied and any deviations, for 

example in cask impact calculations, was well justified during discussions.   Any assumptions and 

estimations are recorded in the inventory and the level of uncertainty documented. 

It should be noted that whilst this is described as a “carbon” footprint, the reporting is in tonnes of 

CO2 equivalent, taking into account the types of Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) accounted for in the UK 

Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting.  As a publicly available source, these 

factors are believed to be credible.  All other emissions data sources are recorded in the inventory.   

No visits to site were made as part of this verification as there was a high degree of confidence in the 

primary data available; the boundaries include a single site and single process; and the verifier is 

familiar with the activities of the company, insofar as ensuring the key processes have been accounted 

for.   

 

4.0 Exclusions 

 

Within the boundary of the carbon footprint, the following activities and associated carbon emissions 

were excluded: 

• Returnable 25 litre containers purchased with Sodium Hydroxide. 

• Tertiary packaging used in storage and warehousing by third party. 

• WTT and T&D emissions associated with third party (Beinn an Turic) electricity generation. 

• Pension investment. 

• Servicing and maintenance activities of plant and equipment on site.  

• Tertiary packaging used on upstream purchased product e.g. pallets.  

It is intended that these activities will be included in future carbon footprint estimations, where 

applicable.   
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5.0 Environmental Strategies Ltd Declaration 

 

In our opinion, the carbon footprint inventory for Nc’nean presents fairly, in all material respects, the 

GHG emissions associated with the company’s activities within the stated boundary for the period 1st 

April 2020 – 31st March 2021 - giving a figure of 267.51 tCO2e. 

Whilst the carbon footprint can only ever be an “estimation,” the tCO2e is believed to be materially 

accurate, based on this verification process carried out in accordance with ISO 14064-3:2019 

Specification with guidance for the verification and validation of greenhouse gas statements, where 

applicable and relevant.   

If provided with any information affecting the validity of the footprint, Environmental Strategies Ltd 

will review this verification statement.   

  

Helen Sprakes, Director 

Environmental Strategies Limited, Company No.3596465. 

Selby Times Business Centre, 11 The Crescent, Selby, North Yorkshire, YO8 4PD. 

www.esltd.co.uk - ISO 14001 Development | Thermography | Carbon Management | ISO 50001 

Development | Environmental Legal Compliance | Environmental Auditing  
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