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COMING SOON

DESIRE LINES
Felicity Volk
Paperback RRP $32.99
Set against the uneasy 
relationship society has 
with its own truth-telling in 
history, war and politics, 
Desire Lines is an epic 
story of love and the lies 
we tell ourselves to survive 
- and a reminder that even 
truths which seem lost 

forever can find their way home.

THE PARIS SECRET
Natasha Lester
Paperback RRP $32.99
A wardrobe of Dior gowns, 
a secret kept for sixty-five 
years, and the three women 
bound forever by war... 
from the New York Times 
bestselling author of 
The French Photographer.
The Paris Secret is an 
unforgettable story about the 
lengths people go to protect 
one another, and a love that, 

despite everything, lasts a lifetime. 
Enter now for your chance to WIN a Natasha 
Lester book pack. For details go to the 
competition page at www.indies.com.au

THE NIGHT 
WATCHMAN
Louise Erdrich
Paperback RRP $32.99
Based on the extraordinary 
life of National Book 
Award-winning author 
Louise Erdrich’s 
grandfather who worked 
as a night watchman and 
carried the fight against 
Native dispossession from 

rural North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C., 
this powerful novel explores themes of love and 
death with lightness and gravity and unfolds with 
the elegant prose, sly humour, and depth of feeling 
of a master craftsman.

HERE WE ARE
Graham Swift
Hardback RRP $29.99
The extraordinary new 
novel from the Booker 
Prize-winner, following 
the lives of three unique 
theatrical characters in 
1959 Brighton. Rich, 
comic, alive and subtly 
devastating, Here We 
Are is a masterly piece of 

literary magic which pulls back the curtain on the 
human condition.

MELTING MOMENTS
Anna Goldsworthy
Paperback RRP $29.99
In her moving, captivating 
fiction debut, award-
winning author Anna 
Goldsworthy recreates 
Adelaide and Melbourne 
of half a century ago, 
bringing a family to life 
as they move through 
the decades, challenging 

and caring for and loving one another, often in 
surprising ways. Charming and sharply observed, 
Melting Moments is a gentle powerhouse.

THE LYING LIFE OF 
ADULTS
Elena Ferrante
Paperback RRP $32.99
9 June release, 
advance orders welcome

A powerful new novel set 
in a divided Naples by 
Elena Ferrante, the beloved 
best-selling author of My 
Brilliant Friend. The Lying 

Life of Adults is Ferrante's newest fiction title for 
adults since the publication of the final book in her 
Neapolitan Quartet, The Story of the Lost Child 
(2015).

ALL OUR 
SHIMMERING SKIES
Trent Dalton
Paperback RRP $32.99
16 June release, 
advance orders welcome

The bestselling author of 
Boy Swallows Universe, 
Trent Dalton returns with 
All Our Shimmering Skies - 
a glorious novel destined to 

become another Australian classic. 
All Our Shimmering Skies is a story about gifts 
that fall from the sky, curses we dig from the earth 
and the secrets we bury inside ourselves.

THE LOST LOVE 
SONG
Minnie Darke
Paperback RRP $32.99
This is the story of a love 
song . . . And like any 
good love song, it has 
two parts. The Lost Love 
Song is a bewitching 
novel about love, second 
chances and the power 
of music, from the author 

of the critically acclaimed, bestselling 
Star-crossed.

We are excited to share with you 
this hand-picked selection of 
beautiful, brilliant books.

There is such an incredible array 
of new titles available and in the 
following pages is just a selection 
of what’s available in store now.

As independent booksellers, we love 
to share our passion for books and 
reading and we are proud of our 
great range, personalised service 
and loyal customers.

If you don’t find what you are 
looking for on the pages of this 
guide, we’d be happy to help you 
find something you’ll love.

We are always happy to help you 
find something new or place a 
special order for something hard 
to find.

Happy Reading!

To enter and to view full terms and 
conditions, go to the competition page at 

www.indies.com.au and enter your details. 
Competition closes 30 June 2020.

Order any book from this catalogue 
for your chance to WIN an amazing 
book pack comprising of a selection 

of titles worth over $370.

WIN A HACHETTE 
BOOK PACK

WORTH OVER $370
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SHEERWATER
Leah Swann
Paperback RRP $32.99
Ava and her two young 
sons are driving when they 
witness a light plane crash. 
Ava stops to help, but when 
she gets back to the car, 
she realises that somehow 
her sons have gone 
missing...  
From a substantial new 

Australian writing talent, Sheerwater is tense, 
emotional, unforgettable.

THE ABSTAINER
Ian McGuire
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

From the widely acclaimed 
author of The North 
Water comes an epic 
story of revenge and 
obsession set in 19th-
century Manchester. In 
this propulsive tale of the 

underground war for Irish independence, master 
storyteller Ian McGuire once again transports 
readers to a time when blood begot blood.

THE GOOD TURN
Dervla McTiernan
Paperback RRP $32.99
Hot off the incredible 
success of her first 
two Irish-set novels, 
international award 
winner and bestseller 
Dervla McTIernan 
is already getting 
rave reviews for her 
much-anticipated new 
Cormac Reilly book. 

Val McDermid called her ‘a born storyteller’ and 
Chris Hammer says this is ‘her best yet’. Three 
seemingly unconnected events – an investigation 
that ends in tragedy, police corruption and the 
mystery of a little girl’s silence – will all 
prove to be linked by one small town.

THE DICKENS BOY
Tom Keneally
Paperback RRP $32.99
In the late 1800s, 
rather than run the risk 
of his under-achieving 
sons tarnishing his 
reputation at home, 
Charles Dickens 
sent two of them to 
Australia.  
Dickens' tenth child, 
Edward Bulwer Lytton 
Dickens, known as 
Plorn, had consistently 

proved unable ‘to apply himself’ to school or life. 
So aged sixteen, he is sent, as his brother Alfred 
was before him, to Australia. 
This is Tom Keneally in his most familiar 
terrain. Taking historical figures and events and 
reimagining them with verve, compassion and 
humour. It is a triumph.  
Enter now for your chance to WIN a set of 
five Tom Keneally books. For details go to the 
competition page at www.indies.com.au

REDHEAD BY THE 
SIDE OF THE ROAD
Anne Tyler
Paperback RRP $29.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

A love-story gem from 
the bestselling author of 
A Spool of Blue Thread. 
Redhead by the Side of 
the Road is an intimate 
look into the heart and 

mind of a man who sometimes finds those around 
him just out of reach – and a love story about the 
differences that make us all unique.

HOUSE OF EARTH 
AND BLOOD: 
CRESCENT CITY, 
BOOK 1
Sarah J Maas
Paperback RRP $29.99
New York Times 
bestselling author Sarah J. 
Maas launches her brand-
new Crescent City series 
with House of Earth and 
Blood: the story of half-

Fae and half-human Bryce Quinlan as she seeks 
revenge in a contemporary fantasy world of 
magic, danger, and searing romance.

ALMOST A MIRROR
Kirsten Krauth
Paperback RRP $29.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Like fireflies to the 
light, Mona, Benny and 
Jimmy are drawn into the 
elegantly wasted orbit of 
the Crystal Ballroom and 
the post-punk scene of 
80s Melbourne, a world 

that includes Nick Cave and Dodge, a photographer 
pushing his art to the edge. 
Almost a Mirror reflects on the healing power of 
creativity and the everyday sacredness of family and 
friendship in the face of unexpected tragedy.

ELEPHANTS WITH 
HEADLIGHTS
Bem Le Hunte
Paperback RRP $29.99
An encounter with 
Elephants with Headlights 
is a collision between 
east and west, modernity 
and tradition — between 
driverless cars and ancient 
lore — and a world that 
needs revolutionary 

reappraisal. A warm and engaging novel touched 
with love, wisdom and soulfulness, Elephants with 
Headlights is a breathtaking story for the threshold 
era we all navigate.

THE BEAUTIFUL 
MOTHER
Katherine Scholes
Paperback RRP $32.99
An exquisite and heart-
piercing story of one 
woman’s bond with a 
baby, The Beautiful 
Mother will resonate with 
every parent, crossing 
time, place and culture. 
It is an unforgettable 

exploration of what it really means to be a member 
of the human family, revealing the deep 
need we all have to find our own tribe.

Gifts, Reviews & Specials

THE MIRROR 
AND THE LIGHT
Hilary Mantel
Hardback RRP $45.00
With The Mirror and 
the Light, Hilary 
Mantel brings to a 
triumphant close the 
trilogy she began with 
Wolf Hall and Bring 
Up the Bodies. Mantel 
traces the final years 
of Thomas Cromwell, 

the boy from nowhere who climbs to the heights of 
power, offering a defining portrait of predator and 
prey, of a ferocious contest between present and 
past, between royal will and a common man’s vision: 
of a modern nation making itself through conflict, 
passion and courage.

NIGHT LESSONS IN 
LITTLE JERUSALEM
Rick Held
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The hero of this book was 
not a saint, but he was 
a hero. Someone who 
risked his own life to make 
a difference to the life of 
another. Were his motives 

selfless? No. He was after all flesh and blood. 
A man. And a very young one. But life is not black 
and white. Heroes are not without their flaws. 
This is his story.
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THE LONG 
SHADOW
Anne Buist
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders 
welcome

Psychologist Isabel Harris has come to the 
outback town of Riley with her husband 
and toddler. Isabel will run a mother–baby 
therapy group. But on the first day she 
gets an anonymous note from one of the 
mothers: The baby killer is going to strike 
again. Soon. 
Could the threat be serious? A child was 
murdered in Riley once before. As Isabel 
discovers more about the mothers in her 
group, she begins to believe the twenty-
five-year-old mystery of a baby’s death may 
be the key to preventing another tragedy.

Hamnet is a story of the bond between 
twins, and of a marriage pushed to 
the brink by grief. It is a tender and 
unforgettable reimagining of a boy whose 
life has been all but forgotten, but whose 
name was given to one of the most 
celebrated plays ever written, from a 
master storyteller. 
Exclusive Offer: Purchase a copy of 
Hamnet and receive FREE gift wrap. 
*While stocks last.

HAMNET
Maggie 
O'Farrell
Paperback 
RRP $32.99

MY DARK VANESSA
Kate Elizabeth 
Russell
Paperback RRP $29.99
Vanessa Wye was fifteen-
years-old when she first 
had sex with her English 
teacher. Now thirty-two, 
she is quite certain that 
the relationship she had 
with Strane wasn't abuse. 
It was love. Wasn't it? 

Nuanced, uncomfortable, bold and powerful, 
My Dark Vanessa goes straight to the heart of 
some of the most complex issues our age.

MAMMOTH
Chris Flynn
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

Narrated by a 13,000-year-
old extinct mammoth, this is 
the (mostly) true story of how 
a collection of prehistoric 
creatures came to be on sale 
at a natural history auction in 
New York in 2007. A funny 

and fascinating journey from the Pleistocene epoch 
to nineteenth-century America and beyond.

WE BEGIN 
AT THE END
Chris Whitaker
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

With the staggering 
intensity of James 
Lee Burke and the 
absorbing narrative of 
Jane Harper's The Dry, 
We Begin at the End is 

a powerful novel about absolute love and the 
lengths we will go to keep our family safe. 
This is a story about good and evil and how life 
is lived somewhere in between.

CAMINO WINDS
John Grisham
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

There's trouble in paradise. 
Following his no 1 Sunday 
Times bestselling novel 
Camino Island, John 
Grisham returns with novelist 
heroine Mercer Mann. 
Murder and intrigue combine 

in a breathless thriller set on a hurricane-lashed 
Florida island.

A THOUSAND 
MOONS
Sebastian Barry
Paperback RRP $32.99
Told in Sebastian 
Barry's gorgeous, lyrical 
prose, A Thousand 
Moons is a powerful, 
moving study of one 
woman's journey, of her 
determination to write 
her own future, and of 

the enduring human capacity for love. Even when 
you come out of bloodshed and disaster, in the 
end you have got to learn to live.

A STRANGE COUNTRY
Muriel Barbery
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

During the longest war 
humankind has endured, 
two young Spanish officers 
abandon their post to follow 
the charismatic Petrus 
across a bridge only he 
can see. 

An ode to the power of the imagination, the sequel 
to The Life of Elves echoes our own global border 
disputes and climate disaster.

TRACE ELEMENTS
Donna Leon
Paperback RRP $32.99
A woman’s cryptic dying 
words in a Venetian hospice 
lead Guido Brunetti to 
uncover a threat to the 
entire region in Donna 
Leon’s haunting twenty-
ninth Brunetti novel. 
As she has done so often 
through her memorable 

characters and storytelling skill, Donna Leon once 
again engages our sensibilities as to the differences 
between guilt and responsibility.

HITLER'S PEACE
Philip Kerr
Paperback RRP $32.99
A gripping alternative 
history thriller from the 
bestselling author of the 
Bernie Gunther novels.
Autumn 1943. Hitler knows 
he cannot win the war: now 
he must find a way to make 
peace. FDR and Stalin are 
willing to negotiate; only 

Churchill refuses to listen. The upcoming Allied 
Tehran conference will be where the next steps - 
whatever they are - will be decided.

Thrilling Reads
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BELOW DECK
Sophie Hardcastle
Paperback RRP $29.99
A heartbreakingly 
poetic and haunting 
story about the 
vagaries of consent, 
about who has the 
space to speak and 
who is believed.  
Below Deck is 
about the moments 
that haunt us, the 
moments that fan out 

like ripples through the deep. So that everything else, 
becomes everything after.
'Lyrical, profound, and deeply moving Sophie 
Hardcastle's Below Deck will confront as well as 
soothe, and is the most tender, hopeful battle-cry of 
a book.' - Brooke Davis Author of Lost and Found

GULLIVER'S WIFE
Lauren Chater
Paperback RRP $32.99
April release, 
advance orders 
welcome

London, 1702. When 
her husband is lost 
at sea, Mary Burton 
Gulliver, midwife and 
herbalist, is forced 
to rebuild her life 
without him. Three 
years later, Lemuel 
Gulliver is brought 

home, fevered and communicating only in riddles. In 
a climate of desperate poverty and violence, Mary is 
caught in a crossfire of suspicion and fear driven by 
her husband’s outlandish claims, and must navigate 
a passage to safety for herself, her daughter, and 
the vulnerable women in her care.

THE DICTIONARY 
OF LOST WORDS                              
Pip Williams
Paperback RRP $32.99
As a child, Esme 
spends her days in 
‘the Scriptorium’ 
where first Oxford 
English Dictionary 
is being compiled. 
As she grows, she 
realises that some 
words are considered 
more important 

than others, and that words relating to women’s 
experiences often go unrecorded. So she begins 
to create another dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost 
Words. Set when the women’s suffrage movement 
was at its height and the Great War loomed, it’s 
a delightful, lyrical and deeply thought-provoking 
celebration of language.

THE LOUDNESS OF 
UNSAID THINGS
Hildegaard Hinton
Paperback RRP $29.99
Miss Kaye works at a 
psychiatric hospital, a place 
for the damaged, outliers 
and fringe dwellers of 
society. Susie is a funny, 
bright seven-year-old who 
is wise beyond her years. 
A stunning story about 

family, loneliness and isolation that will make you 
laugh, cry and be a bit kinder to those who are lost.

THE RIVER HOME
Hannah Richell
Paperback RRP $29.99
Margot Sorrell didn't want 
to go home. 
But as she reunites with 
her sisters in the house 
they grew up in beside 
the river, the secrets they 
keep from each other, and 
from themselves, refuse to 
stay hidden.

The new novel from bestselling author Hannah 
Richell is a wise and emotionally powerful story of 
a broken family and the courage it takes to heal.

THE THINGS SHE 
OWNED
Katherine Tamiko 
Arguile
Paperback RRP $29.99
Erika lives quietly, 
surrounded by objects 
that once belonged to her 
difficult mother, Michiko. 
When an unwelcome visitor 
arrives from Japan, the 
things that Michiko owned 

begin to reveal their secrets. Crossing decades and 
continents, this is a mesmerising story of 
mothers, daughters, and the tortuous road 
to forgiveness.

BENEVOLENCE
Julie Janson
Paperback RRP $19.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

For perhaps the first 
time in novel form, 
Benevolence presents an 
important era in Australia’s 
history from an Aboriginal 
perspective, following 
Darug woman, Muraging 

(Mary James), in the early 1800s. At an early age 
Muraging is given over to the Parramatta Native 
School, and from here she embarks on a journey 
of discovery and a search for a safe place to make 
her home.

RETURN TICKET
Jon Doust
Paperback RRP $29.99
As a boy, the hot-headed 
impetuous young Jack 
Muir raged against injustice 
and authority. Now, from 
the vantage point of old 
age, Jack recalls his stand 
as a young man against 
apartheid in Cape Town, and 
the flourishing of love in a 

kibbutz in Israel – across time and across continents 
– he also remembers those who helped him become 
a decent man, a better father and a friend.

STONE SKY GOLD 
MOUNTAIN
Mirandi Riwoe
Paperback RRP $29.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Family circumstances force 
siblings Ying and Lai Yue 
to flee their home in China 
to seek their fortunes in 
Australia. Evoking the 
rich, unfolding tapestry of 

Australian life in the late nineteenth century, Stone 
Sky Gold Mountain is a heartbreaking and universal 
story about the exiled and displaced, and the 
yearning for acceptance.

WE WERE NEVER 
FRIENDS
Margaret Bearman
Paperback RRP $29.99
Lotti Coates lives in the 
shadow of a genius: 
her father George is a 
brilliant and celebrated 
Australian painter. 
When Lotti meets the 
outcast waif Kyla at school, 
two worlds are set to 

collide. Slowly Kyla is drawn into the orbit of the 
Coates family. Or is it the other way around? 

THE ANIMALS IN 
THAT COUNTRY
Laura Jean McKay
Paperback RRP $29.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Bold, exhilarating, 
and wholly original, 
The Animals in That 
Country asks what 
would happen, for better 
or worse, if we finally 

understood what animals were saying.
A pandemic is sweeping the country and this is no 
ordinary flu: its chief symptom is that its victims 
begin to understand the language of animals.



MISSING 
WILLIAM TYRRELL
Caroline 
Overington
Paperback RRP $34.99
On Friday 12 
September 2014, 
William Tyrrell - a 
playful three-year-old 
boy dressed in a fire-
engine red Spider-Man 
suit - disappeared from 
a quiet street in broad 
daylight. No trace of 
William - not a shoe, 

not a hair - has ever been found. How can a 
child simply disappear? From best-selling author 
and Walkley Award-winning journalist, Caroline 
Overington, Missing William Tyrrell is a compelling 
exploration of one of Australia's most 
baffling and heartbreaking mysteries.

THE INNER SELF
Hugh Mackay
Paperback RRP $34.99
May release, 
advance orders 
welcome

The Inner Self is 
a book about the 
ways we hide from 
the truth about 
ourselves - both as 
individuals and as 
human beings - and 
the psychological 
freedom we enjoy 

when we finally face that most searching question 
of all: 'Who am I, really?' 
Hugh Mackay, one of Australia's most respected 
social psychologists, explores our 'top 20' hiding 
places - from addiction to materialism, nostalgia 
to victimhood. His explanation for our evasiveness 
is simple but profound: we fear the 
demands of love.

GOING DARK
Julia Ebner
Paperback RRP $29.99
In Going Dark, Ebner takes 
the reader on a deeply 
compulsive journey into the 
darkest recesses of online 
extremism, exposing how 
closely we are surrounded by 
their fanatical ideology every 
day, the changing nature and 
practice of these groups, 

and what is being done to counter them.

SOLVED!: HOW OTHER 
COUNTRIES HAVE 
CRACKED THE WORLD'S 
BIGGEST PROBLEMS 
AND WE CAN TOO
Andrew Wear
Paperback RRP $29.99
We don’t have to look far 
to tackle humanity’s most 
pressing concerns. 
Solved! is a much-needed 
dose of optimism in an 

atmosphere of doom and gloom, a toolkit for those 
seeking social change. Informative, accessible and 
revelatory, it shows the solutions exist – we just need 
to know where to find them.

THE FUTURE OF US
Liz Allen
Paperback RRP $29.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Knowing who, where, and 
how many of us there are is 
a powerful force that helps 
us understand the way we 
live now and, as Liz Allen 
powerfully shows, allows 
us to create a better future. 

With energy and passion, demographer Liz Allen 
explains what it all means and how we can use this 
information to make Australia better.

HIDDEN HAND
Clive Hamilton & 
Mareike Ohlberg
Paperback RRP $32.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

In this landmark follow-up 
to the bestselling Silent 
Invasion, Hidden Hand 
combines meticulous 
research with compelling 
prose, to bring to light the 

Chinese Communist Party's threats to democratic 
freedoms and national sovereignty across Europe 
and North America – and show how we might push 
back against its autocratic influence.

WE CAN'T SAY WE 
DIDN'T KNOW
Sophie McNeill
Paperback RRP $34.99
Award-winning ABC 
journalist Sophie McNeill 
has reported on some 
of the most war-ravaged 
and oppressive places 
on earth. Now, Sophie 
tells the human stories 
of devastation and hope 

behind the headlines - of children, families and 
refugees, of valiant doctors, steadfast dissidents 
and Saudi women seeking asylum.

THE GHOST AND THE 
BOUNTY HUNTER
Adam Courtenay
Paperback RRP $29.99
By the bestselling author 
of The Ship That Never 
Was, this is the fascinating 
and poignant true story of 
escaped convict William 
Buckley, bounty hunter 
John Batman and the 

theft of Kulin country, which gave rise to 
the birth of Melbourne.

Created in collaboration with the Nelson Mandela Foundation, 
I Know This to Be True is an uplifting new series inspired by his legacy. 

Extraordinary figures from diverse backgrounds answer the same 
questions, sharing their compelling stories, guiding ideals, and insightful 
wisdom. The result is a collection brimming with messages of leadership, 
courage, compassion, and hope. Delivered in lovely, giftable hardcovers 

with vivid photographic portraits throughout, these books offer 
encouragement and guidance to future leaders, and anyone 

hoping to make a positive impact on the world.

WIN A SET OF

TITLES
I KNOW THIS TO BE TRUE

For your chance to win a set of 6 I Know This to be True titles worth over $100, simply purchase any 
book from this catalogue at your local independent bookseller and tell us what extraordinary figure 
you would like to see next in this series. Go to the competition page at www.indies.com.au to view 

full terms and conditions and enter your details. Competition closes 30 June 2020.

Hardbacks RRP $17.99 each
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A BIGGER 
PICTURE
Malcolm Turnbull
Hardback 
RRP $55.00
April release, 
advance orders 
welcome

Malcolm Turnbull 
recounts the 
remarkable story of 
his life in this lively 
political page-turner. 
Not just for political 

junkies, A Bigger Picture explores the strengths 
and vulnerabilities of one of Australia’s best-
known and most dynamic business and political 
leaders, from growing up in Sydney with a single 
father, to defending 'Spycatcher' Peter Wright, to 
representing Kerry Packer, leading the Republican 
Movement and finally toppling Tony Abbott to 
become prime minister of Australia. For the first 
time Malcolm Turnbull tells it all – in his own words.

TRUGANINI
Cassandra Pybus
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
The haunting story 
of the extraordinary 
Aboriginal woman 
behind the myth of 
'the last Tasmanian 
Aborigine'. For nearly 
seven decades, 
Truganini lived through 
a psychological and 
cultural shift more 

extreme than we can imagine. But her life was much 
more than a regrettable tragedy. Now Cassandra 
has examined the original eyewitness accounts 
to write Truganini's extraordinary story in full. 
'A compelling story, beautifully told' - JULIA BAIRD, 
author and broadcaster.

THE RATLINE
Philippe Sands
Paperback RRP $34.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

Philippe Sands sets out to 
uncover the truth behind 
what happened to leading 
Nazi Otto von Wächter, 
indicted for mass murder, 
he went on the run at 
the end of the war. While 

preparing to travel to Argentina on the 'ratline' he 
died unexpectedly a few days after having lunch with 
an 'old comrade' whom he suspected of having been 
recruited by the Americans. What was Wächter doing 
while in hiding, and what exactly caused his death?

DADDY COOL
Darleen Bungey
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

A captivating, generous 
and exquisitely written 
memoir of family and a 
daughter discovering her 
father's multi-layered life. 
Who can ever truly know 
their parents? Seeking 

answers, Darleen Bungey turns her forensic 
skills on her own family, exploring her father's 
multi-layered and at times tempestuous life with a 
truthful eye and loving heart.

TOP END GIRL
Miranda Tapsell
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

From Kakadu to Cannes 
- an entertaining and 
thought-provoking memoir 
from actor, activist and 
Australia's sweetheart, 
Miranda Tapsell. Writer, 
producer and star of the box 

office hit Top End Wedding, Miranda shares the path 
she took to create a moving film about re-connection 
to family and culture at the same time as she was 
planning her own wedding, while holding a mirror up 
to the society we live in to show the prejudice that too 
often surfaces.

PATHFINDERS
Michael Bennett
Paperback RRP $34.99
Pathfinders brings the 
skilled and diverse work 
of trackers not only 
to the forefront of law 
enforcement history but 
to the general shared 
histories of black and 
white Australia. This 
important book reveals 

that their work grew out of traditional society and 
was sustained by the vast family networks that 
endure to this day.

I WANT YOU TO KNOW 
WERE STILL HERE
Esther Safran Foer
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

A moving and powerful 
inter-generational memoir 
about story and memory. 
This is the true story of four 
generations who have been 
dealing with the Holocaust 

and its aftermath. We are four generations, survivors 
and survivors of survivors, storytellers and memory 
keepers. And we’re still here.

UNTETHERED
Hayley Katzen
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

When South African 
Jewish academic Hayley 
Katzen moves to a remote 
Australian cattle property 
to live with her farmer 
girlfriend, she hopes, at 
last, to find home. Part love 

story and part off-the-grid adventure, Untethered 
is a powerful reminder that home can be found in 
many forms.

DISPLACED
John Kinsella
Paperback RRP $29.99
John Kinsella's memoir 
of his rural life takes us 
deep into the heart of 
what it means to belong 
and unbelong. The joys 
and travails of childhood, 
adult addictions, missteps 
and changing directions 
are acutely captured in 

poignant and poetic detail. At once tender, urgent 
and intelligent, Displaced is ultimately a call to 
personal action.

OUR
BEAUTIFUL 

FRONT 
COVER

PHOSPHORESCENCE
Julia Baird  Hardback RRP $32.99
A beautiful, intimate and inspiring investigation into 
how we can find and nurture within ourselves that 
essential quality of internal happiness - the 'light 
within' that Julia Baird calls 'phosphorescence' - 
which will sustain us even through the darkest times.

RISING HEART
Aminata 
Conteh-Biger
Paperback RRP $34.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The astonishing tale of a 
woman determined to turn 
her trauma into the power 
for good in the world. 
In 1999, Sierra Leone 
teenager Aminata Conteh-

Biger was kidnapped during the brutal civil war and 
was held captive for months. 
On her release, barely twenty years old, she was 
put on a plane and flown to Australia to start again. 
Refusing to let her trauma define her, she now 
helps the women of Sierra Leone.
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‘Pack your bags darling Claris, try not 
to delay. We’re off to the French Riviera 
– today!’ 
A sweet little mouse, a new friend and a 
seaside adventure on the French Riviera! 
The best-selling Claris series, by 
acclaimed fashion illustrator Megan Hess, 
follows an adorable mouse who moves 
to Paris to follow her fashion dreams, 
for fans of Eloise and Olivia. Destined to 
delight fashion-obsessed readers of all 
ages! Age: 3+

CLARIS:
BONJOUR 
RIVIERA
Megan Hess
Hardback 
RRP $24.99

MUM'S ELEPHANT
Maureen Jipiyiliya 
Nampijinpa O’Keefe
Paperback RRP $17.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Maureen Jipiyiliya 
Nampijinpa O’Keefe grew 
up in a remote community 

in NT. Her family didn’t own much but her mother had 
a very special ‘elephant’, her most prized possession. 
Mum’s Elephant will intrigue children and remind adult 
readers of the simple things that held a special charm 
when they were young. Age: 0+

BOB GOES POP
Marion Deuchars
Hardback RRP $24.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

There's a new artist in town 
knocking Bob's beak out 
of joint. The subsequent 
competition to see who the 
best artist is escalates as 

they try to outdo each other. From Marion Deuchars 
comes this charming follow-up to Bob the Artist and 
Bob's Blue Period about art, friendship and working 
together. Age: 4+

OUR HOME, 
OUR HEARTBEAT
Dan Briggs
Hardback RRP $24.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

Adapted from Briggs’ 
celebrated song 'The 

Children Came Back', Our Home, Our Heartbeat is 
a celebration of past and present Indigenous legends, 
as well as emerging generations, and at its heart 
honours the oldest continuous culture on earth. 
Readers will recognise Briggs' distinctive voice and 
contagious energy within the pages of Our Home, 
Our Heartbeat, signifying a new and exciting chapter 
in children's Indigenous publishing. Age: 3+

HOW TO MAKE A 
BETTER WORLD
Keilly Swift
Hardback RRP $19.99
This fun and inspiring guide to 
making the world a better place 
and becoming a good citizen is 
packed with ideas and tips for 

kids who want to know how to make a difference. 
How to Make a Better World is a practical guide to 
activism for awesome kids. Age: 7+

THE PLASTIC 
PROBLEM
Aubre Andrus
Hardback RRP $19.99
Look around you – plastic 
is everywhere! It’s in your 
shoes, pens, toothbrush, 
car, toys, TV, water 
bottles, food packaging 
and it’s creating major 
problems for our planet. 

Become a ‘plastic patroller’ instead of a plastic 
polluter, your actions, however small, can make a big 
difference every day. With each change, you’ll help 
our oceans become a little cleaner and our planet a 
little healthier.

THE WEED
Quentin Blake
Hardback RRP $24.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

The Weed by Quentin 
Blake is an inspiring fable 
about the power of nature, 
encouraging children and 
adults alike to care for 

the environment and each other. It is a charming, 
fantastical story about discovery, the potential for 
growth, the power of an idea and the importance 
of having faith in the unknown. Age: 5+

BLUEY: BOB BILBY
Bluey
Board Book RRP $14.99
It’s Bingo’s turn to take 
Bob Bilby home. Will 
they have fun times? 
The latest story featuring 
Bluey, the six-year-old 
blue heeler pup who loves 
to play. Based on the 
hit ABC KIDS TV show! 

Age: 3+ Enter now for your chance to WIN 1 
of 2 Bluey prize packs. For details go to the 
competition page at www.indies.com.au

ANISA'S 
ALPHABET
Mike Dumbleton
Hardback RRP $29.99
For many refugees 
the alphabet 
represents the start 
of a new language 

and a new future, but Anisa’s Alphabet is different. 
Come with Anisa and see things through her 
eyes as she describes her journey from a war-
torn country to a refugee camp, then on to an 
overcrowded boat towards supposed freedom 
and security. Age: 4+

BACKYARD BIRDS
Helen Milroy
Hardback RRP $19.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

What colourful birds 
are in our backyards? 
From laughing 
kookaburras and 

prancing mudlarks to dancing willy wagtails and 
hungry galahs, this picture book is a vibrant 
adventure discovering the native birds around 
us. This boldly illustrated work from Indigenous 
creator Helen Milroy is a fun and lively read for the 
very young. Age: 0+

YOUR PLANET 
NEEDS YOU
Philip Bunting
Hardback RRP $24.99
May release, 
advance orders 
welcome

Your planet needs 
you! Everyday 
environmentalism for 
everyone. 
An entertaining and 

enlightening look at how to wallop waste and reduce 
rubbish from renowned picture book creator 
Philip Bunting. Age: 4+

RECYCLE AND REMAKE
Hardback RRP $19.99
Kids are on a mission to save the 
Earth! Recycle and Remake is 
the hands-on, practical guide you 
need to get started. Age: 7+

Eco Kids
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NIGHTSHADE: 
ALEX RIDER, BOOK 13
Anthony Horowitz
Paperback RRP $16.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Age: 9+

VOTE WEIRDO: 
WEIRDO, BOOK 14
Anh Do
Paperback RRP $15.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Age: 7+

FRANKIE FISH AND 
THE WILD WILD MESS
Peter Helliar
Paperback RRP $14.99
Age: 12+

WILDLIFE RESCUE: 
ELLA DIARIES, BOOK 18
Costain Meredith
Paperback RRP $14.99
Age: 7+

NINJA CLONES!: 
NINJA KID, BOOK 5
Anh Do
Paperback RRP $15.99
Age: 7+

WILLOW MOSS AND 
THE FORGOTTEN TALE: 
STARFELL, BOOK 2
Dominique Valente
Paperback RRP $16.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The anticipated second book 
to 2019’s breakout magical 
fantasy series, Starfell.  
Willow Moss saved the world. 

The problem is, nobody can remember that – and, 
even worse, her magical ability seems broken. 
When her friend Sometimes is kidnapped, will 
Willow be able to regain her powers in time to 
save him? Age: 8+

THE YEAR THE 
MAPS CHANGED
Danielle Binks
Paperback RRP $17.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

Fred's family is a mess. 
She's been raised by her Pop 
and adoptive father, Luca, 
since she was six. But now 
Pop's had to go away, and 

Luca's girlfriend Anika and her son have moved in. 
But when a group of Kosovar-Albanian refugees 
are brought to a government 'safe haven' not far 
from Sorrento, their fate becomes intertwined with 
the lives of Fred and her family in ways that no one 
could have expected.

LANDING WITH 
WINGS
Trace Balla
Hardback RRP $27.99
April release, 
advance orders 
welcome

Miri's been on 
the move and now she's finding her feet, her 
freedom, her community and her home, treading 
lightly all the way. A story about spreading your 
wings and putting down roots in an ancient 
land. From the multi-award-winning creator 
of Rivertime and Rockhopping comes another 
celebration of the world around us. Age: 8+

ROWLEY JEFFERSON'S 
AWESOME FRIENDLY 
ADVENTURE
Jeff Kinney
Paperback RRP $14.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Adventure awaits!
From the imagination of 
Rowley Jefferson comes an 
adventure of epic proportions. 

Join Roland and his best friend, Garg the Barbarian, 
as they leave the safety of their village and embark 
on a quest to save Roland’s mom from the 
White Warlock. Will our heroes survive? 
Age: 7+

GARGANTIS
Thomas Taylor
Paperback RRP $17.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

When an ancient bottle is 
found washed up on the 
beach after a ferocious 
electrical storm, all the 
residents of Eerie-on-Sea 
seem to want it. Legend has 
it that the bottle contains an 

extraordinary secret that spells doom for the whole 
town. The sequel to the bestselling Malamander.  
Age: 9+

THE REPUBLIC 
OF BIRDS
Jessica Miller
Paperback RRP $16.99
Olga loves the stories of the 
old cartographers and pores 
over their ancient books and 
maps, trying to unlock their 
secrets. Sometimes, she 
thinks she can almost see 
into them—as if by magic. 

But magic is banned in Tsaretsvo, ever since the war 
with the birds that divided the kingdom. When the 
bird army kidnaps her sister, Olga must venture into 
the Republic of Birds to bring her back. But first, she 
must learn to unlock her magical ability. Age: 9+

FUNNY KID 
PEEKING DUCK
Matt Stanton
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

When Max and his friends 
take a road trip to Adventure 
Park, they dare each other 
to ride The Tower of Dying 
Deathly Doom! But will Duck 
be the bravest of them all? 

Find out in the new Funny Kid adventure 
from million-copy bestseller Matt Stanton. 
Age: 7+

MINOTAUR: RISE OF THE 
MYTHIX, BOOK 2
Anh Do & 
Chris Wahl (Illus)
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The second book in the Rise 
of the Mythix. What happens 
when three ordinary teenagers 
discover they are destined to 

be… the Unicorn, the Minotaur, the Griffin? Age: 10+

Australian Independent Bookseller Spring Reading Guide

E-BOY: E-BOY 1, BOOK 1
Anh Do & 
Chris Wahl (Illus)
Paperback RRP $14.99
Part human. Part robot. 
All hero! Ethan is supposed 
to be doing regular teenage 
things - like playing sports 
and hanging out with friends -  
not in hospital getting a brain 
tumour removed by Gemini, 

a high-tech android doctor. When Ethan wakes he 
discovers that things are different. He's always been 
good with computers, but now his skills are next-
level. Age: 10+

Bestselling Kids Series

Also available from Anh Do
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THE LAST HOURS: 
CHAIN OF GOLD
Cassandra Clare
Paperback RRP $27.99
Cordelia Carstairs is a 
Shadowhunter, a warrior 
trained since childhood 
to battle demons.
But her life is blown apart 
when a shocking series of 
demon attacks devastate 
London. Demons that 
are nothing like those 
the Shadowhunters have 

fought before. The first novel in a brand new 
Shadowhunters trilogy. Age: 14+  
Enter now for your chance 
to WIN an Infernal Devices 
slipcase. For more details go 
to www.indies.com.au

FALASTIN: 
A COOKBOOK
Sami Tamimi & Tara Wigley
Hardback RRP $49.99
Falastin is a love letter to Palestine, 
the land and its people; an evocative 
collection of over 110 unforgettable 
recipes and stories from the co-authors 
of Jerusalem and Ottolenghi: 
The Cookbook, and Ottolenghi 
SIMPLE. With stunning food and travel 
photography plus stories from unheard 
Palestinian voices, this innovative 
cookbook will transport you to this 
rich and complex land.

A YEAR OF SIMPLE 
FAMILY FOOD
Julia Busuttil 
Nishimura
Paperback RRP $39.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

Eating simply and 
seasonally is at the 
core of Julia Busuttil 
Nishimura's recipes. 
Whether it's a cooling 

coffee granita to start a summer's day or the 
comfort of a hearty baked maccheroni in darkest 
winter, this is the kind of food you will want to share 
with your loved ones throughout the year.

HEAVILY MEDITATED
Caitlin Cady
Hardback RRP $29.99
Filled with exercises, 
worksheets, cheat 
sheets and other 
practical tools, as well 
as relatable personal 
stories to light your way, 
Heavily Meditated is your 
down-to-earth guide to 
meditation, and how to 

turn it into a habit that sticks and reap the benefits 
of a happier, calmer and more intentional life.PLEASE DON'T 

HUG ME
Kay Kerr
Paperback RRP $19.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

Erin is looking forward 
to schoolies, at least she 
thinks she is. But her plans 
are going awry. She’s lost 
her job at Surf Shack after 

an incident that clearly was not her fault, and now 
she’s not on track to have saved enough money. 
Her licence test went badly, which was also not 
her fault: she followed the instructor’s directions 
perfectly. And she’s missing her brother, Rudy, who 
left almost a year ago. But now that she’s writing 
letters to him, some things are beginning to make 
sense. Kay Kerr’s Please Don’t Hug Me depicts 
life on the cusp of adulthood—and on the autism 
spectrum—and the complexities of finding out and 
accepting who you are and what’s important to you. 
Age: 14+

AURORA BURNING: 
THE AURORA CYCLE 2
Amie Kaufman 
& Jay Kristoff
Paperback RRP $19.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The ferociously hot 
sequel to the international 
bestseller Aurora Rising, 
which sees the return 

of Squad 312 in an explosive battle to save the 
galaxy. By the award-winning authors of the 
Illuminae Files. Shocking revelations, bank heists, 
mysterious gifts, inappropriately tight bodysuits 
and an epic firefight will determine the fate of the 
Aurora Legion's most unforgettable heroes - and 
maybe the rest of the galaxy as well. Age: 14+

DEEP WATER
Sarah Epstein
Paperback RRP $19.99
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Three months ago, thirteen-
year-old Henry disappeared 
from The Shallows during 
a violent storm, leaving 
behind his muddy mountain 
bike at the train station. 

A gripping mystery about a missing boy and a 
group of teenagers, one of whom knows something 
but isn't telling, from the award-winning author of 
Small Spaces. Age: 14+

HOW TO GROW 
A FAMILY TREE
Eliza Henry Jones
Paperback RRP $22.99
Stella may only be 
seventeen, but having 
read every self-help book 
she can find means she 
knows a thing or two about 
helping people. She sure 
wasn't expecting to be the 

one in need of help, though. 
A heart-warming book about family, friendship 
and what home can mean. Age: 14+

THE BALLAD OF 
SONGBIRDS AND 
SNAKES
Collins Suzanne
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The Ballad of Songbirds 
and Snakes will revisit the 
world of Panem sixty-four 

years before the events of The Hunger Games, 
starting on the morning of the reaping of the 
Tenth Hunger Games. Age: 12+ 

BURN
Patrick Ness
Hardback RRP $24.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

On a cold Sunday 
evening in early 1957, 
Sarah Dewhurst waited 
with her father for the 
dragon he’d hired to 
help on the farm. 
This dragon knows 
something Sarah 
doesn’t. He has arrived 
at the farm because 

of a prophecy. A prophecy that involves a deadly 
assassin, a cult of dragon worshippers, two FBI 
agents – and somehow, Sarah Dewhurst herself. 
An all-consuming story of revenge, redemption and 
dragons from the bestselling author of the Chaos 
Walking trilogy. Age: 14+

Author Suzanne Collins on returning 
to the world of The Hunger Games

‘With this book, I wanted to explore the state 

of nature, who we are, and what we perceive 

is required for our survival. The reconstruction 

period ten years after the war, commonly 

referred to as the Dark Days—as the country 

of Panem struggles back to its feet—provides 

fertile ground for characters to grapple with 

these questions and thereby define their 
views of humanity.’
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NOW FOR 
SOMETHING SWEET
Monday Morning 
Cooking Club
Hardback RRP $49.99
After three best-selling 
cookbooks, the 
irrepressible Monday 
Morning Cooking Club 
returns with a stunning 
fourth book, a collection 

of mostly sweet heirloom recipes that are as 
treasured as they are mouthwatering. Alongside the 
recipes, they recount heart-warming and poignant 
stories of family, friendship, community and survival.

DESIGN LIVES HERE
Penny Craswell
Hardback RRP $59.99
Design Lives Here 
showcases the best of 
Australian residential 
architecture and interiors, 
paying homage to the 
local designers who have 
crafted bespoke pieces 
of furniture and lighting 

for these homes. These houses - and the objects 
within - offer a compelling snapshot of contemporary 
Australian design through the lens of materiality, 
utility, site and place.

PLANTS-ONLY 
KITCHEN
Gaz Oakley
Paperback RRP $35.00
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Plants-Only Kitchen 
offers an explosion of 
flavour, with more than 
70 vegan recipes that 
work around your lifestyle. 

With symbols flagging whether recipes are high-
protein, take less than 15 minutes, or are suitable for 
meal prep and batch cooking, Plants-Only Kitchen 
explains how best to make a vegan diet work for you.

PLANTS FOR THE 
PEOPLE
Erin Lovell 
Verinder
Hardback RRP $39.99
Plants for the People 
is an exploration of the 
plant world through 
the eyes of a master 
herbalist. This easy 
guide to everyday herbs 
and flowers explores 

their history, therapeutic applications, health and 
healing. Topics include whole plant medicine, the 
wild healers, recipes for teas, infusions, decoctions, 
syrups, balms and much more.

AUSTRALIA'S BEST 
100 WALKS
Australian 
Geographic
Paperback RRP $39.95
There are so many 
incredible walks in 
Australia but how do 
you know which are 
the best ones? The 
Australian Geographic 
guide to Australia’s 

Best 100 Walks will have walkers itching to 
lace their boots up with this showcase of the 
sheer beauty and diversity of our landscapes 
and wildlife. Features detailed descriptions and 
stunning photography to inspire both walkers and 
armchair travellers.

BUDGERIGAR
Sarah Harris & 
Don Baker
Paperback RRP $29.99
A curiosity of everything 
you ever wanted to know 
(or realised you never 
knew) about budgies. 
Surprising, charming 
and occasionally 
alarming, Budgerigar is 
the book that at last 

opens the cage door on the incredible story of the 
little bird that grew.

SUSTAINABLE 
ESCAPES
Lonely Planet
Hardback RRP $29.99
A curated collection 
of the world’s best 
low-impact resorts and 
experiences. From eco 
lodges and off-grid 
camps to responsible 
wildlife watching, 

conservation opportunities and community stays, 
Sustainable Escapes showcase the best eco-
conscious trips and places to stay. Each entry 
is accompanied with beautiful photography and 
contact details to make booking easy.

BOTANY FOR 
THE ARTIST
Sarah Simblet
Hardback RRP $49.99
This beautifully 
illustrated guide to 
botany in art explores 
the extraordinary world 
of plants and inspires 
you to try drawing them 

yourself. Botany for the Artist is a visual feast, not 
just for anyone wishing to create fresh, vibrant, 
drawings, but for gardeners, photographers, and 
everyone who is passionate about plants and how 
they are portrayed in art.

THE JOY OF WATER
Lonely Planet
Hardback RRP $29.99
May release, advance orders welcome

The allure of the waves and experiences in 
water are at the heart of this book, which 
includes personal stories about the most 
refreshing lidos, hot springs, open water 
and wild swims away from the crowds. 
We provide all the practical details you need 
to enjoy the health and wellness benefits of 
being immersed in water in more than 60 
relaxing locations around the world.

THE WISDOM OF TEA
Noriko Morishita
Paperback RRP $24.99
May release, 
advance orders welcome

The Wisdom of Tea is 
a distillation of the life 
lessons Noriko learned 
over a quarter of a 
century, from girlhood to 
adulthood. It is a book 
of deep wisdom and 

inspiration, but also a fascinating insight into an 
ancient ceremony. A book of deep wisdom, gleaned 
from a quarter of a century spent trying to master the 
intricacies of the Japanese Tea Ceremony.

BONDI TO THE 
BALTIC
John McCombe
Paperback RRP $32.95
April release, 
advance orders welcome

Take a couple of vintage 
cars and their owners’ 
determination to drive 
them on a pilgrimage from 

Australia to Finland and you have a fascinating story 
told through photos and the distillation of blogs and 
diary entries by some foolhardy, adventurous blokes.
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1 Bluey: The Beach (A Lift-the-Flap Book)

2 Bluey: Time to Play! (Sticker Activity Book)

3 Bluey: Fruit Bat (A Glow-in-the-Dark Book)

4 Ninja Clones: Ninja Kid, Book 5 by Anh Do

5 Young Dark Emu:A Truer History by Bruce Pascoe

6 Fetch-22: Dog Man, Book 8 by Dav Pilkey

7 The Beast of Buckingham Palace by David Walliams

8 Guts by Raina Telgemeier

9 The Great Escape: Wolf Girl, Book 2 by Anh Do

10 One Of Us Is Next by Karen McManus

1  Dark Emu: Aboriginal Australia and the Birth of Agriculture 
by Bruce Pascoe

2  The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse 
by Charlie Mackesy

3 Beatrix Bakes by Natalie Paull

4  Fire Country: How Indigenous Fire Management Could Help 
Save Australia by Victor Steffensen

5  Now for Something Sweet by Monday Morning Cooking Club

6  No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference: 
Illustrated Edition by Greta Thunberg

7  Superpower: Australia's Low-Carbon Opportunity 
by Ross Garnaut

8 The Barefoot Investor by Scott Pape

9 The Resilience Project by Hugh van Cuylenburg

10  A Very Stable Genius: Donald J. Trump's Testing of America 
by Carol D. Leonnig & Philip Rucker

1 The Good Turn by Dervla McTiernan

2 Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

3 American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins

4 Grown Ups by Marian Keyes

5 Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid

6 Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton

7 The Weekend by Charlotte Wood

8 Bruny by Heather Rose

9 Normal People by Sally Rooney

10 Actress by Anne Enright
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Australian independent booksellers have announced There Was Still Love by Favel Parrett as the 
Indie Book Awards 2020 Book of the Year. The Indie Book Awards are chosen by the country’s 
independent booksellers who select their favourite Australian books published in the previous 
calendar year.

The individual category winners, in Fiction, Non-Fiction, Debut Fiction, Illustrated Non-Fiction, 
Children’s and Young Adult, were also announced. From these six category winners the independent 
booksellers selected the best of the best – the Indie Books Awards 2020 Book of the Year.

Judges’ Comments: ‘This is a deeply moving story about the bonds of family. Subtle, yet beautifully 
told, There Was Still Love is an absorbing view of childhood and the pre-WWII European immigrant 
experience, told from those who left and those who were left behind. Poignant and resonant, Favel 
conveys a profound sense of love, loss and belonging in this heartfelt novel.’ 

‘There Was Still Love carries the dreamlike subtlety that made readers fall in love with When the Night 
Comes and Past the Shallows. An innocent voice is imbued with remarkable depth, and through the eyes 
of children we piece together a heartbreaking tale of loss and distance. For both Ludèk and Mala, the 
comforts of home, which Parrett writes beautifully, are what bridges the gap between their experience. 
This novel is a love letter to the stories that Parrett has been shaped by, and the personal history that at 
once defines and directs us. Melodious and poetic, this book is easy to love.’

Tell Me Why
by Archie Roach

Judges’ Comments: 
‘A straightforward life story 
made all the more powerful by its 
narrative simplicity. Many know 
Archie’s songs, but this fleshes 
out the heartache, waste, hope 
and redemption behind his lyrics, 
showing how one man can sabotage 
his life, how the system can 
dehumanise lives, but how love 
and purpose can heal.’

Allegra in Three Parts 
by Suzanne Daniel 

Judges’ Comments: 
‘Suzanne has captured perfectly 
the innocence and empathy of 
Allegra’s voice. We loved the 
beautifully drawn relationships 
between every. This book really 
tore at our heartstrings from start 
to finish.’

The Lost Boys  
by Paul Byrnes 

Judges’ Comments: 
‘This book, so painstakingly well-
researched and poignant, is a thing 
of great beauty. I pored through every 
story, imagined the young life once 
lived, studied each photo and wept. 
Unthinkable, unthinkable. And yet, 
we were so served. Lest we forget.’

The Illustrated Encyclopaedia 
of Ugly Animals 
by Sami Bayly 

Judges’ Comments: 
‘What a beautiful book! All animals, 
even the ones classed ugly, 
deserve to be known. Reminiscent 
of an old explorers’ journal which 
includes all the information of the 
animals being studied. It’s hard to 
believe that some of these animals 
really do exist.’

The Surprising Power 
of a Good Dumpling
by Wai Chim 

Judges’ Comments: 
‘This novel speaks frankly to so 
many of the tough issues faced 
by first generation Australian 
teenagers. It is also an incredibly 
sensitive exploration of what 
it’s like to live with a severely 
depressed family member while 
trying to maintain one’s own 
sense of self.’
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