
Having grown up surrounded by all things design and thinking beyond 
what has already been done has always been second nature to Dio 
Davies. Having spent most of the last 20 years living in Notting Hill she 
moved with her husband and young family into her Cotswold Farm house 
in a quintessentially English village and says that she has never been 
happier. 

This romantic and classically English farmhouse with swathes of apple 
blossom and Wisteria outside, hide a plethora of striking art that adorns 
the walls, including two large sparkling images of Mohammed Ali and 
Marylin Monroe covered in Diamond dust. Dio can be found in her artist’s studio working on new 
pieces surrounded by a rainbow of colour from her concept models and home décor. 

Once you’ve assessed the sight before your eyes, you’ll know for certain that design good sense 
runs through Dio’s veins, like the lifeblood of her world, that thing that gets her up in the morning. 
‘My father, has always been very interested in astronomy, so evenings were spent looking through 
telescopes up at the stars as a girl,’ she says. ‘My mother is an artist and so I have been heavily 
influenced by and love everything to do with art, colour and texture, but astronomy has been the 
driving force behind many of my projects, including the gold and silver leaf Solar and Luna tables 
– and soon to be released Mars filled with copper leaf. I am particularly excited about this new 
work due to its unusual warmth and vibrant colour which has had such a resurgence of late and 
sits so well within old and new surroundings.’

Owning a property company with her husband, Dio’s design brand was born when prospective 
buyers started enquiring about the furniture inside the homes they had built. For her, the next step 
was obvious, and she’s never looked back. 

Inspired by artists such as Yves Klein and Arman who were ahead of their time working in acrylic 
nearly 60 years ago, she set about creating a new generation of acrylic inspired art, the evolution 
of the materials allowing her to create what previous artists could not achieve. ‘The transparency 
of acrylic means it doesn’t interrupt what is going on around it yet it still holds its own presence.’ 

In her living room, her popular Happy Pill Table sits in the middle 
of the room, quietly commanding the space around it. It’s a 
clear rectangle filled with thousands of coloured pills with white 
tips that have happy faces on them, extraordinarily playful 
yet sophisticated. Her spectacular transparent luminous coral 
self-playing piano is also on display, with its complex interior 
workings clearly visible through its transparent glassy coating, 
alongside a bright coral core. A stand-out piece of musical art 
that can be played or plays at the touch of an i-pod, she says 
‘it is a fusion of modern technology and classical engineering 
which inspired me to bring it to life – one minute my children are 
playing the piano and the next we are all dancing around whilst 
Elton John sings from within – it is a truly magical experience’. 

Having always had a soft spot for neon acrylic because of the 
way it absorbs light and converts it in to a supernatural glow, 
something that is wonderfully captured through Dio’s Neon 
Equinox range, a collection of clear acrylic tables paired with 
blocks of multicoloured neon. They are available in custom 
colours but the neon green is spectacular for those who can’t get enough of that invigorating 
luminous green shade, like Dio herself. No matter what colour you choose, each table will sit in 
the space around it tantalisingly playing with the flow of the light and creating delicate patterns 
around the room. 

Dio explains: ‘I am a big fan of Sci-Fi; I grew up watching films like Blade Runner, Tron and Star Wars. 
All of these were so futuristic and minimalist, in the most elegant but edgy way. They all painted the 
future in such a fascinating light. The future is always beginning now, especially in terms of design 
– everday we are driving forward with innovation and creating a new path – first footprints on the 
moon – so why not make them magic’.

Her passion for grouping objects to create interesting surfaces and a new narrative for a single 
object mean her furniture and art straddle the assemblage and contemporary art genres. Her 
most recent assemblage piece is a wall mounted circular disk housing hundreds of wonderfully 
coloured Purdey shotgun cartridges.

Dio makes bespoke design art work for clients, designers and collectors all over the world. She will go 
above and beyond to deliver something that is both fascinating, beautifully crafted and completely 
personal. Having recently returned from installations in a Los Angeles beachside home and stunning 
Boston weatherboard house it is fair to say her work has become a well-kept international secret. 
She has filled dining tables with dried lavender out in the French countryside, suspended ancient 
tree trunks engraved with an entire family tree inside a clear structure. A recent collaboration 
with A Modern Grand Tour of Aynhoe Park even brought the wonders of the ocean inside filling a 
table with sea shells, urchins and starfish. For Dio, nothing is impossible when you think outside of 
boundaries and limitations, because that’s where the magic is made, outside the realms of restrain, 
where timeless pieces are born. 
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