
 

Well spring has sprung; we have longer days with daylight and lockdown may 

soon be a thing of the past. Finger crossed!! Unfortunately, this did not stop 

the company from having to cancel their end of year Sydney season; however, 

we know the dancers are all working hard as they prepare and bring some           

wonderful ballets to life in preparation for the 2022 season. We are excited 

and we know you will be too. Whilst we might not be able to see dance on 

stage, there are a lot of exciting things to watch or log onto listed below.  

We hope you enjoy it all. 

 

2022 Season Launch: Tuesday 26 October, 6.30pm 
The launch of the 2022 season is just around the corner! You can join online on Tuesday 26 

October as Artistic Director David Hallberg reveals what you'll see in 2022. David will be 

joined by some of the most acclaimed international choreographers in the dance world        

today to talk about the new works. Discover the 2022 Season in this must-see, 30-minute 

free event streaming on Facebook Live and YouTube.  

   Log in via the following links on YouTube and Facebook 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quhfxR6C8c4 

https://www.facebook.com/theaustralianballet/ 

A team from The Australian Ballet will be available with a live Q&A across the above  social 

channels to answer all your questions on the night. Season Packages will go on sale from 

12.01am Wednesday 27 October. 

 

Ballet TV 

You can watch a stunning performance of Giselle on Ballet TV. This production as well as 

many other videos of rehearsals in the studio, classes, a look at costumes and so much more 

is available if you follow the following link:   https://australianballet.com.au/tv 

 
World Ballet Day 

Don’t forget to log in to immerse yourself in the world of ballet on World Ballet Day. From 

Midday 19 October 2021  

#WorldBalletDay returns for its eighth year, bringing together a host of the world’s leading 

companies for a packed day of dance. The Australian Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet  and Royal Opera 

House unite once again with close to 50 guest companies from all over the world. 

Over the course of the day, rehearsals, discussions, and classes will be streamed for free 

across six continents, offering unique behind-the-scenes glimpses of ballet’s biggest stars 

and upcoming performers. 

Watch The Australian Ballet’s stream here, or visit worldballetday.com to see the full     

schedule. 

Visit worldballetday.com 
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Ballet News 
 
After a decade of directorship with Queensland Ballet (QB), Artistic Director Li Cunxin* AO 

has signed on for another three years, with big dreams to take the Queensland                    

born-and-bred Company to even greater heights. 

“My life changed 10 and a half years ago when I walked into Queensland Ballet as its fifth 

Artistic Director,” said Mr Li. 

“This journey has enriched my life and offered so much fulfilment and joy, as well as          

challenges that have dared me to dream fearlessly and push past what seems impossible to 

truly see game-changing, and at times life-changing, outcomes.     

“I’m thrilled to sign-on for another three years and I thank the Board and our community for 

believing in me and allowing me to have the opportunity to continue making a positive      

impact on and off the stage. 

“Queensland Ballet is such a unique company and every day I am surrounded by the            

contagious energy and unbreakable spirits of our dancers, our creative teams, our enabling 

teams and all of our loyal supporters,” Mr Li added. 

Sonia Rodriguez will retire as Principal Dancer, National Ballet of Canada in 2022 after an 

outstanding 32-year career with the company. Her farewell performances will be as 

Blanche DuBois in A Streetcar Named Desire March 2 – 6, 2022. 

“It has been my great pleasure to witness Sonia’s illustrious 32-year career with                    

The National Ballet of Canada, first as a colleague and fellow dancer and then as her Artistic 

Director,” said Karen Kain, Artistic Director Emerita. “She is one of the finest dancers in the 

company’s history – a brilliant artist, a passionate dance actor and a consummate               

professional. Sonia’s contribution to the National Ballet is beyond measure and I look         

forward to watching her final performances and to celebrating her outstanding career.” 

 

Where are They Now? 

 

Each month we hope to feature a dancer that we knew and loved on stage. This month we 

bring you news of Danielle Rowe, former Principal Dancer with The Australian Ballet.         

Danielle was kind enough to answer a range of questions that I put to her and this is her  

story. Thank you Danielle! 

 
I don’t remember a time when I didn’t want to be a ballet dancer or when ballet wasn’t a part 

of my life. 

I was a hyperactive child and so my mum put me into ballet class when I was 4 in the hope 

that my energy would be channelled into something positive! It worked and I was hooked 

from day one. 

I graduated from The Australian Ballet School  in 2000 and joined The Australian Ballet in 

2001. Both David Mc Allister and Ross Stretton had a say in which dancers were selected to 

join the company that year and I later found out that David had to fight for me as I wasn’t 

Ross’ cup of tea! 

I spent 10 years with The Australian Ballet. I grew up there! I don’t recall many low              

moments, besides the usual casting disappointments and day to day petty frustrations.          

I worked extremely hard and connected well with coaches and choreographers, enabling me 

to rise through the ranks briskly, resulting in a promotion to Principal by the time I was 25. 

There were multiple memorable tours, Tokyo, Paris and London being highlights, and roles 

that I will treasure forever. My most enjoyable moments though, we’re spent creating new 

work with  choreographers. I loved being a vessel for their imagination and translating their 

ideas into movement. Those moments creating something from scratch and having work 

created    specifically for me, were the most enjoyable times for me and what inspired me to 

seek out more of those types of opportunities further afield. 



 

 

I left The Australian Ballet to join the Houston Ballet as I was drawn to their diverse             

repertoire.  Although I was only there for a year and a half, I danced so much and in roles 

that allowed me to say goodbye to ballet with a full and content heart. 

 

After Houston Ballet I hung up my pointe shoes and made the transition to contemporary 

dance. I joined Nederlands Dance Theater in 2012 and spent 3 years working with dream 

choreographers such as Paul Lightfoot, Sol Leon, Mats Ek, Crystal Pite and Jiri Kylian.               

I re-calibrated myself as a dancer and unveiled a new perspective on dance that I never 

knew existed. I had been so consumed in the ballet world and it’s mind-set and values since I 

was 4, so it was unsettling but ultimately wonderfully liberating to have my world be           

expanded in such a fulfilling way.  

 

By my third year with NDT I knew that I was ready for the next chapter of my life. I felt so 

content with everything that I’d experienced as a dancer and I wished to dedicate myself 

fully to starting a family and discovering what life was like without the label of a dancer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I moved to San Francisco to be with my husband (after 3 years of long distance) and soon 

after had my first daughter, Aggie. It wasn’t long after becoming a  mother that I was drawn 

back into the studio working on various dance related projects in different capacities.  

Choreographing evolved from these   experiences quite organically.  One commission led to 

another and I found myself enjoying the work more and more as I gained knowledge,       

confidence and owned my choreographer title. 

I never thought I’d find something that fulfilled me in the same way as dancing did, but    

choreographing does… maybe even more so! I love that I’m my own boss and that I have 

control over where I work and who I work with. I now have two daughters, my youngest Gigi 

is 20 months, and I love that I can tailor my schedule to fit around my daughter’s needs. 

I love that I can draw upon my varied experiences and the styles that I was exposed to as a 

dancer and reimagine them into something new. I love working closely with creative          

collaborators such as  costume designers, composers and lighting designers, and building 

worlds together. I love meeting and connecting with dancers and hopefully creating a work            

environment for them that is safe, positive, inspiring and fulfilling. 

 

As long as I have my imagination and the ability to create my ideas, I hope to be doing what 

I’m doing as long as I can! In 5-10 years I hope that my daughters and husband are happy 

and healthy, that I’m still creating and that my work is still being performed. 



 

 

News from The Australian Ballet School  

The Australian Ballet School wants to share with you a video of their students                 

demonstrating power, grace and beauty in Entrance of the Shades from La Bayadère.        

This exquisite work was staged by the School’s classical teachers Joanne Michel and 

Lynette Wills for the 2020 student Showcase, which was filmed in the studios and               

performed by (then) Level 7 & 8 students just weeks after Melbourne’s lengthy lockdown 

lifted. The simplistic elegance of this renowned ballet was an ideal piece of repertoire to 

learn online during lockdown as, aside from the snaking line of arabesques in the beginning, 

the rest of the adage hardly moves, and students were able to rehearse in their small spaces 

at home.  

Enjoy the video by clicking on this link: Entrance Of The Shades - YouTube  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to follow us on our social platforms! 

You can become a member via the website and in the future, we hope to offer a process by 

which, with a click of a button you can book tickets and so much more.  

 https://australianballetsociety.com/ 

https://bit.ly/3DCq63q 

 

www.australianballetsociety.com     Instagram @theaustralianballetsociety   
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The world of dance is a charmed place.  

Some people like to inhabit it, others to behold it;  

either way it is rewarding.                                                                               
                            Margot Fonteyn 
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