
Words cannot describe the anticipation for “Kunstkamer” with the ballet exceeding expectations

when it opened in Sydney on April 29. The reviews were extraordinary! 

“Exceptional. Don’t miss this tour de force from the Australian Ballet.” 

Sydney Morning Herald 

“A magic box of treasures. The company is on fire.” 

The Australian 

Described as a ”Cabinet of Curiosities” this work draws together diverse elements – stark movement, 

song, film, spoken word – into an eclectic and fascinating whole, bound together by recurring motifs 

and characters and featuring music by a vast array of composers from Beethoven to Bach to Britten, 

Janis Joplin to Joby Talbot. This will be a night to remember! 

Harlequinade is next—16 June 2022, 7pm 

We encourage you to return the application form for “Harlequinade” by email as mail is often delayed. 

This must be returned by 2nd June to guarantee your seats. 

Matinee Offer 

The Australian Ballet is offering members discounted tickets to two of the matinee performances this 

year. The first one is Kunstkamer on Wednesday 8 June @ 1.30pm, the second one is” Harlequinade” 

on Wednesday 22nd June at 1.30pm. Just log on to The Australian Ballet website. Once you have    

selected the applicable performance follow the prompts (how many tickets you want etc.) until you 

get to the box asking if you have a promo code, then enter BALLETSOCIETY which will then activate 

the discount. Book now as the offer ends when the allocation is exhausted. 

Behind the Scenes 

The Australian Ballet are offering members of the Ballet Society $7 tickets to the “Behind the Scenes” 

events on Friday 10 June and Friday 24 June (tickets usually $29). If you would like to take up the 
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offer, or have friends and family who want to take up the offer, please enter the promo code:     

BALLETSOCIETY7 on the Australian Ballet website when selecting your tickets. And please feel free to 

share this promo code if you know someone who’d be interested in coming! 

To book your tickets or for more details about these events, please visit: 

australianballet.com.au/event/behind-the-scenes  or call the Customer Experience Team          

on 1300 369 741. Please note this offer is valid until the 24 June 2022 and is only eligible for tickets 

sold through The Australian Ballet. 

Australian Ballet School News 

Congratulations to all involved with “Morning Melodies”. Once again, we were exposed to exciting new 

works by students of the school. It is always a delight to see such varied dance pieces and such 

wonderful emerging dancers.  We are proud to support The Australian Ballet School and enclosed with 

our newsletter today you will receive news of their annual appeal. We hope you can find your way to 

support them. 

Josie Woodgate  

Many of our members fondly remember Josie Woodgate who 

served as the ballet society’s president from 1986 – 1988 and 

1995 – 2017. We are delighted to report that she is as

interested as ever in the world of ballet and recently celebrated 

her 90th birthday. We wish you well Josie and may you   

celebrate many more birthdays in the years to come. 

Where are they now? 

Our focus this month is on Joanne Michel who is the Ballet   

Mistress and Classical Teacher at the Australian Ballet School. 

Joanne graduated from the school and danced with      

The Australian Ballet at the beginning of her career with her 

first Principal role performing the Swan Queen in Swan Lake 

opposite Alexander Godunov. She has also danced the lead or 

solo roles in famous ballets including Romeo and Juliet, The 

Sleeping Beauty, Giselle, The Nutcracker, La Sylphide,  

Don Quixote and more during her time as a Principal Artist.    Joanne has also worked with choreogra-

phers and producers such as Graeme Murphy AO,  Glen Tetley, Alicia Markova, Choo San Goh and Serge 

Lifar. 
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I asked her what gives her the most 

satisfaction working at the school. 

 

As each year begins with a new     

graduate group, my focus is to give 

each student the opportunity to      

develop not only their technique, but 

to grow in confidence and refine their 

artistry. 

The most satisfying aspect of       

teaching is seeing students able to 

establish themselves as strong         

individuals who have the capability, dedication and passion to achieve their goals and dreams.  

It is rewarding to see many of our students working both here and overseas, fulfilling their dreams and 

becoming a part of the vast family that is Dance. 

Joanne Michel with former students Dimitri Kleoris and Amy Johnson. Photo: John Tsiavis 

 

What to you defines the “perfect” dancer? What do you look for in a dancer? 

Commitment, focus, discipline, musicality, physical co-ordination, potential, quality and flow of     

movement, an understanding of the classical technique, these are just some of the requirements that a 

young dancer may need to have to begin a career in dance. A desire for change and being committed to 

using the information and knowledge given by the teacher. 

To be a dancer also requires patience and perseverance, it takes time to gain strengthened an              

understanding of the complexity of the classical technique. A dancer that is able to take information 

and apply this daily, will ultimately progress and become confident and self-reliant. 

 Who would you say are your biggest influences? 

There have been many over my career both as a dancer and now a teacher. Janet Karin and    Bryan 

Lawrence were my teachers before I went to TABS and were tantamount in giving me a sound, basic 

technique. I was very fortunate to have been taught by many renowned teachers- Paul Hammond,   

Leon Kellaway, Dame Margaret Scott, Bruce Morrow, these were my teachers in the Ballet School and I 

look back on those years with gratitude for their knowledge and expertise. They were a wonderful and 

diverse group of people. 

As a young dancer, Anne Woolliams definitely played a role in my understanding of dance from much 

more than only the technical aspect. Conveying emotions and thoughts to an audience is challenging, 

and her depth of knowledge and ability to bring that aspect out of a dancer was inspiring. There have 

been many teachers and choreographer that I have been fortunate to work with, one of the most      

influential being Jiri Kylian. His incredible talent in bringing together music and movement, has been 

inspiring throughout my career. I have been fortunate to have danced works by John Cranko,              

Glen Tetley, Ashton, Balanchine, all of these have a special place in my career as they were such great 

influences during my period in the Company. 

And all the amazing dancers that inspired and taught me the importance of being a professional. I have 

been so fortunate to have had Marylin Rowe, Marylin Jones, Lucette Aldous, Michaela Kirkaldie, Maria 

Lang, to name a few of the Principals during my early years, as well as the beautiful Kelvin Coe, who 

was so generous to all of us. 



 

 

So many people have an influence on us, watching and learning from them was such an integral aspect 

of my development as a dancer.     

So how would you describe your ballet journey? 

I started as a shy and unconfident young student, coming to Melbourne at 15 years of age, with very 

little knowledge of TABS. My two years were filled with highs and lows, but I knew how to work hard, 

listen and do my best. When I was accepted into The Australian Ballet it was the beginning of a            

rewarding and fulfilling career. After 10 years, five as a Principal, I made a difficult decision to leave. 

Going overseas for a short time and returning to Australia where I made the transition from Dancer to  

Teacher. This period was probably the most challenging, as being a good dancer doesn’t always mean 

being a good teacher! I was able to learn by learning, focusing on the student, being adaptable and    

being patient.  

Each day is a learning experience, my students allow me to understand their needs and goals as they 

navigate through the challenges each day, it is a privilege to have the opportunity to pass on 

knowledge and experience gained over many years to guide and encourage them to become the best 

they can be. 

Cast sheets 

As you may be aware The Australian Ballet discontinued distribution of cast sheets at performances 

and dress rehearsals. Should you wish to access the cast of the dress rehearsal just go to                          

The Australian Ballet website, type “cast sheets” into the search bar and you will find the cast sheets 

for all performances and dress rehearsals. 

Coming events 

 

You will find enclosed with this newsletter application forms for two coming events.  

1.  A private screening for ballet society members of “Swan Lake” by the Royal Ballet,                       

choreography by Petipa/Ivanov with additional choreography by Liam Scarlett and Frederick 

Ashton at the Como Cinema.  

 2.  Have you ever wondered how a pointe shoe is made and what a dancer does to it just prior to a 

performance? Two Bloch staff will guide you through the process involved in the making of a 

Bloch Pointe shoe. You will then see how a dancer prepares a shoe prior to a performance.        

We are delighted to offer this event and thank Bloch for their support.    

  Return your application forms as soon as possible as numbers are limited. 

Newsletter 
 

As part of our move to be environmentally responsible, over the course of this year we encourage you 

to opt in to receive your newsletter by email. This will not only reduce the amount of paper we use but 

will ensure you receive details of events, the newsletter and updates as they occur, rather than waiting 

on Australia Post which is notoriously unreliable. If you have not already selected to receive your 

newsletter by email and are happy to do, please email the office and let us know. We know that some 

of you prefer a hard copy in the mail for a number of reasons and we will, of course, be happy to         

accommodate you. 

   

AGM : Please note the change of date 

The Annual General Meeting of the society will now be held on Wednesday June 8 at 

6.45pm in the Dancers Deli, Level 5, 2 Kavanagh Street. All members are welcome to 

attend. If you would prefer to join via Zoom, please contact the office by email and we 

will send you the Zoom link. We look forward to seeing you either in person or via the  

internet. 
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