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Welcome to our November newsletter. 

Like you, we have been celebrating the 

news of zero COVID-19 case days in 

anticipation of theatres opening    

sometime soon. Fingers and pointed 

toes crossed! We are all keen to once 

again share the delights that the      

Australian Ballet offer us and with that 

in mind watch out for the 2021 season 

launch on December 1st. We have it on 

good authority that it will be a wonderful season and we 

cannot wait to see you all in person in the theatre next 

year. We have many wonderful events planned for 2021 

which we will announce soon! 

Farewell and Thank You 

“Farewell Josie Woodgate OAM, Honorary Life    

Member. After many years of love, passion and       

dedication to the Australian Ballet, the Australian   

Ballet School and the Australian Ballet Society with 25 

years as  President of The Australian Ballet Society 

Josie has decided to retire. Our committee promises to 

continue her amazing legacy. We thank her most     

sincerely for her service and wish her good health and 

every happiness in her well-earned retirement.  
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Society Committee Retirements  

Patsy Martin and Joy Cassidy have also tendered their 

resignations. We sincerely thank them for their service 

and wish them much happiness and good health. We 

look forward to seeing them back in the theatre as we 

share the joy of our wonderful Australian Ballet    

Company. We will miss you.”  Marilyn Jacka, President 

Thank you for your support 

Thank you to the generous members who kindly        

responded to our appeal for donations as detailed in the 

last newsletter. Your generosity is greatly appreciated 

and will assist us in supporting the wonderful dancers 

at the Ballet school and in the  Australian Ballet. Merci 

beaucoup! 

The World of Ballet: Virtually 

We know you have been missing the ballet and have 

some good news on events to end the year with a bang. 

These virtual events come as our gift to you and we are 

very excited to be able to offer these wonderful            

experiences. 

Thank you to our members who have   already signed 

up for our Virtual Events! These events 

will be held online over the next month, to 

give you that little taste of the artform we 

love so much before we finally head into 

the new year. 

All events will be recorded in case you 

missed out. Please register by email to 

receive the link !  

Keep up to date via our Instagram, where 

we will continue to announce details as 

they come. 
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Benesh and Bodytorque                                      

Date: Monday 16th November, 6:30pm AEST 

Benesh and Bodytorque will be a conversation with 

Mason Lovegrove, hosted by Principal Artist Brett 

Chynoweth, discussing all things Ballet, with a       

highlight on Mason’s endeavours as he studies Benesh, 

and his love of  choreography. 

Women at the Helm                                                         

Date: Thursday 26th November, 6:30pm AEST 

A panel with the leading women across the different 

ballet institutions, discussing their triumphs, hurdles, 

and pathways to where they are now. The panel       

includes Libby Christie (Executive Director of The   

Australian Ballet), Nicolette Fraillon (Music Director 

of The Australian Ballet and Artistic Director of            

Orchestra Victoria), Marilyn Jacka (President of The 

Australian Ballet Society), and Lisa Pavane (Artistic 

Director of The Australian Ballet School). 

Dinner Date                                                               

Date: Monday 30th November at 6.30pm AEST 

A dinner date with the Murphys? Who could miss it! 

Hosted by Soloist Callum Linnane, Graeme and Janet 

will be discussing all things gardens, ballet, as well as 

past present and future. This event will be one not to 

miss!  

Magic of Maggie                                                       

Date: Sunday 6th December at 6.30pm AEST 

Margaret Wilson has been teaching with The           

Australian Ballet School for 30 years, and with her  

retirement coming in December, it is time to have a sit 

down with her to chat about the joys, challenges and 

successes that she has had. Hosted by Andrew Wright, 

school alumni, ex-dancer, and current member of the 

Philanthropy team.  

All events are FREE! Register via email at                         

office@australianballetsociety.com and don't   forget to 

tell all your friends about it!  

Are your friends not members? In these hard times, we 

want to ensure everyone can experience the joy of 

dance, even if it is on a screen.  Please invite all your 

friends along so we can spread the joy!  

 

Newsletter 

No doubt many of you have discovered the  wonders 

and power of the internet during our lockdown period. 

With that in mind, please let Ana in the office know if 

you would prefer to receive your newsletter by email 

rather than in the mail. The postage has been impacted 

with longer delays than usual this year causing our 

newsletter to reach you much later . 

Au Revoir David 

We will all miss David McAllister so much! So, we 

thought we would ask him some questions before he 

leaves us to travel, work on ballets far and wide and 

encourage even more people to love ballet. His passion 

and love for this artform is infectious.  Here is an     

insight into the David we love.  (PS: Don’t forget to 

purchase his new book, SOAR available online from 

The Australian Ballet website.)  

When looking back on 2020, can you tell us 

one highlight and one lowlight of the year? 

 I would say the start of the year with two world    

premieres was the highlight. The Happy Prince in   

Brisbane and then the Volt program with the premiere 

of Alice Topp’s Logos. It felt like the  beginning of what 

was going to be a huge year!! Then on the 13th of 

March just as we were getting ready to open Volt and 

the Prime Minister announced the first lockdown was 

possible the beginning of an unfolding pandemic that 

would fundamentally change all our lives. I can’t say it 

was only this moment that was the lowlight, but it was 

here where the slide begun and stayed with us through 

the year that has seen some low periods, but also some 

‘silver linings’. 

What are you most looking forward to in 2021 

as you take up new roles and adventures in 

your life?  

While it will be strange to not come into the    Primrose 

Potter Ballet Centre each day, I will be looking forward 

to creating the new production of Swan Lake for the 

Finnish National Ballet and working with a new     

company, with Gabriela Tylesova again and hopefully 

having the same enjoyable time I had during the      

creation of The Sleeping Beauty in 2015.  
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What advice would you give a young boy or 

girl who desperately wants to be a ballet   

dancer? 

 If you are truly passionate about ballet and have no 

other interests that inspire you, then go for it. It is an 

equally magnificent and challenging career, and there 

will be many ups and downs, but overall if you can’t 

imagine your life without dance then you have to follow 

your dream. 

Can you share with us one humorous moment 

from your dancing career?  

I think doing a ‘commando roll’ in the middle of my 

manage (circle step around the stage) in the               

performance of Don Quixote at the Bolshoi was pretty 

funny. Not at the time but made for great dinner stories 

years later. 

What is your favourite ballet and why?  

This is the hardest question as there are so many      

ballets I love and for many varied reasons. But I guess if 

I had to pick one it would possibly be Graeme Murphy’s 

Swan Lake. It was the first ballet I  commissioned when 

I became Artistic Director and was a very risky decision 

which could have gone very badly. It didn’t, and The 

Australian Ballet has  performed it in almost every   

major theatre in countries around the world.  I never 

get tired of seeing it. 

When you took on this role and/or other roles 

what was the best piece of advice you              

received?  

I think the advice that really resonated with me was 

from one of our Chairman very early on. He said, ‘Never 

be afraid of making a decision, but if you make a bad 

one then fix it quickly’. It was very wise advice. The  

other was from another wise lady who said, ‘surround 

yourself with people who are brilliant and will challenge 

you as they will make you better’. I believe in this 

wholeheartedly, and have been blessed with many    

colleagues who have done just that through my time at 

The Australian Ballet. 

 

 

When scheduling a new season of ballet works, 

what drives your decision making?  

You want the dancers to be challenged and inspired and 

the audience to be engaged. Lots of other themes can 

fuel a season but these are always the motivators. 

When you were dancing, what was your meal 

of choice and why?  

Pasta was always a go to food as it was quick energy 

that could really support your performance. I also loved 

chocolate, and unfortunately still do, which when not 

burning so many calories can have a rather  permanent 

residual effect!   

All dancers get injured at some time or           

another. Can you share with us how you coped 

with time away from the stage from an injury?  

I had a number of years where I suffered a rolling    

number of injuries. I think it was the medical team who 

got me through those tough times and also the support 

from the company. I think it was one of the reasons I 

was so keen to ensure that The Australian Ballet had 

the best health and welfare for the dancers during my 

directorship.                     

Describe' ballet' for the uninitiated. How can 

we inspire people to come and see the beautiful 

works the Australian Ballet stages for us all?  

Imagine being able to escape to a world where beauty 

and music powered by creativity was the driving force 

for everything you do. Where people made the           

impossible seem effortless - that is what you find when 

you go and see a ballet. 

David McAllister and former Artists of The Australian Ballet in Maina 

Gielgud’s Giselle, by Branco Gaica, courtesy of The Australian Ballet 

“Imagine being able to escape 

to a world where beauty and 

music powered by creativity 

was the driving force for   

everything you do.” 
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Stay tuned 

We have so many exciting times ahead with  the 

launch of our 2021 memberships in December and so 

much more. 

We hope you are as excited as we are! 

 

 

 

Remember to Connect with us for updates 

Website 

http://www.australianballetsociety.com 

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/theaustralianballetsociety 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/theaustralianballetsociety 
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