
 

Happy Christmas to all!! Can you believe that another year has passed and we are now approaching 2022! It has 

been 20 months since we last saw a ballet at the State Theatre and what a joyous event it was to see ballet return to 

the stage with the Celebration Gala. There was a real sense of joy and anticipation in the air; we were all excited to 

see what the company had been working on and they did not disappoint. The program offered something for        

everyone, from the classic Pas de Deux from Swan Lake and The Merry Widow to the sublime eternal beauty of   

Serenade  with excerpts from Watermark  and Artifact Suite  showcasing the versatility and range of the dancers as 

they upended classical technique for contemporary movement.  A night to remember! 

 

A Note from our President 

Dear Members, 

Wow, what a two year hiatus, but now ballet is back! I was delighted to attend both the company’s “Celebration    

Gala” and the school’s performance of “Butterfly”. Both programs were brilliant, and congratulations go to both     

David Hallberg and Lisa Pavane, with a special mention to Lucas Jervies for his wonderful and humorous            

choreography of “Butterfly”. 

I would like to thank the fabulous members of the Ballet Society committee and our Office Manager, Ana Itsines.  

If you haven’t renewed your membership yet I urge you to do so as soon as possible as we have several exciting 

events ready to go in 2022 and so much ballet to enjoy.  Wishing you all a safe, healthy, and magnificent Christmas 

and a dance filled 2022. 

Marilyn Jacka 

President 

2022 Season!! 

We are really looking forward to seeing the big full-length works Anna Karenina, Romeo and  Juliet ,Harlequinade 

and a new ballet Kunstkamer. Dress rehearsal dates will be coming soon so watch out for them in the next         

newsletter. We will also email updates and deadlines to members so make sure we have your email address. 
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Butterfly (Papillon) 

We were overjoyed at being able to see the wonderful students of The Australian Ballet School perform Butterfly 

(Papillon) at the Playhouse Theatre. This modern fairy tale featured almost 100 full-time students from                  

The Australian Ballet School and their performance was outstanding.  

The production was beautiful and took the audience on a stunning journey. It was easy to forget that the dancers 

were students as they acquitted themselves beautifully. A truly breathtaking night of dance. Congratulations to all 

involved.  

 

Membership 2022 

Thank you all for your support in this difficult year. We appreciate your dedication throughout Covid, and a special 

thank you to those who made generous donations to the society. We encourage you to renew your membership for 

2022 as soon as possible. You can renew online via our website, or via post or email. The application form is        

included in the newsletter. Membership cards will be arriving soon, and membership is valid from 1 Jan 2022 to       

31 December 2022. 

 

David McAllister Awards and an Australian Ballet Scholarship 

Earlier this year we were able to hold a luncheon (between lockdowns!) to farewell David McAllister AM, departing 

artistic director of The Australian Ballet. At this event money was raised with the express purpose of funding two 

awards in his name, for two students at the school, to assist them with their studies. On Thursday 9 December at the 

dress rehearsal of Butterfly, Lisa Pavane announced the two students who would receive the David McAllister 

awards as Indiana Scott and Charles Dashwood. David is delighted to honour these worthy students with awards 

in his name and will watch their progress with interest.  

Lisa also announced the recipient of the annual Australian Ballet Society scholarship. It is interesting to note, that 

David McAllister was also a recipient of this scholarship when he was a student at the school. We are pleased to 

announce and congratulate the recipient of this scholarship, Amy Ronnfeldt. 

  

Where are They Now? 

Each month we hope to feature a dancer that we knew and 

loved on stage. This month we bring you news of                    

Justine Summers, former Principal Dancer with The Australian 

Ballet. Justine had so much to share with us that we could not 

print it all here. So, log onto our website, click on the Encore tab 

and you will be able to see the full, lengthy interview               

accompanied with some beautiful photographs. We are very 

grateful to Justine for sharing her stories with us. 

 

I commenced ballet studies in Melbourne, age 8. At the same 

time, I was involved in an intense training programme as an elite 

gymnast ; however, at the age of 12, I had to make a decision 

between ballet and gymnastics and successfully auditioned for 

The Victorian College of The Arts School of Dance, 

(subsequently making the decision for me) moving to Melbourne 

the following year (1983) to live in a boarding house whilst      

entering Year 8,commencing training under the Dean of Dance 

Anne Woolliams. 

 

Shortly after moving to Melbourne, I   attended my first live ballet and this is where I fell in love with ballet and the  

theatre, the physicality of dance (replacing gymnastics), live orchestra, lights, costumes, scenery, the smell, making 

me realise what an exciting path I was heading down. 

 

After 3 successful years, having been carefully nurtured by some wonderful teachers; Elaine Rae,                         

Tjok-Lim, Aigul Gasina, Janne Blanche and  Alida Segal at The Victorian College of The Arts (years 8, 9, 10), I was 

then accepted into The Australian Ballet School under Dame Margaret Scott,and after two years, I was offered a full 

contract with The Australian Ballet by Artistic Director Maina Gielgud. (Many years after retiring, as I didn ’t officially 

Graduate from The Australian Ballet School, I received an Honorary Diploma from Marilyn Rowe, which was        

wonderful!) 



 

 

There were many wonderful highlights during my career, making it hard to mention just a few of them: 

Performing the title role of Manon, including the ABC Simulcast ‘Manon’ with Steven Heathcote. Also performing 

‘Manon’ with International Guest Artists, Bruce Samson (Royal Ballet), Vladimir Malakov (Vienna Staatsoper) and     

Li Cuxin (Houston Ballet), as well as International Guest Artists Rex Harrington (The National Ballet of Canada) as 

Cio Cio San in ‘Madame Butterfly’ and with  Igor Yebra in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘Swan Lake’. 

 

The announcement of my promotion to Principal Artist after performing Tatiana on Opening Night in the ballet 

‘Onegin’ at The State Theatre in Melbourne with Steven Heathcote was a major highlight and I particularly loved 

performing the leads in the ballets ‘Manon’, ‘Onegin’, ‘Swan Lake’, ‘Romeo and Julie’t, ‘La Sylphide’,’ Giselle’,’ 

Sleeping Beauty’, ‘Divergence’, ‘Gemini’ and the Jiri Kylian Ballets.  

 

It was very special working under Maina Gielgud’s directorship and later after retirement being  invited back to    

perform in a couple of seasons by David McAllister. ‘Unspoken Dialogues’ by Stephen Baynes in 2003 was a piece 

specially choreographed on us which we toured for the year (and won awards for).  ‘Sweedeedee’ by Tim Harbour 

in 2012 for the company’s 50
th
 Anniversary included Steven Heathcote and his daughter Mia. (Prince Charles and 

Camilla attended one performance). 

 

The lowlight and my greatest challenge faced as a dancer was my osteo-arthritis and a sub-luxing cuboid bone in 

my feet. I was always having to manage pain and have medical treatment for my feet. This was eventually one of 

the deciding factors for my retirement. 

 

I retired at the end of 2000, became engaged to Michael Edgley and moved with him to the Gold Coast. We were 

blessed with a beautiful daughter in March 2007, Summer Rae Edna June Edgley (her middle names after her two 

grandmothers, June Summers and Dame Edna Edgley) Summer is now 14yrs old and is absolutely infatuated with 

dance herself, Juggling Year 9 with up to 20+ hours of ballet a week. My next child, a son, River was born          

December 2009, unexpectedly delivered by my Mum at their house in Melbourne! The baby arrived before we had 

a chance to call an ambulance…. River is soon to turn 12, is finishing Junior School this year and is a level 7 Elite 

Artistic Gymnast, training 14+ hours a week. Another beautiful son, Kai, arrived October 2013. Kai has just turned 

8, is in year 2 at school and loves soccer/futsal and Lego. I absolutely love being a Mum and everything it           

entails.  

Now that the children are all at school, I have become more heavily 

involved in teaching. I have surprised myself with how much I     

enjoy being in the studio with the dancers. It is a huge responsibility 

nurturing their bodies and minds, one I don’t take lightly. I              

particularly love drawing out and discovering artistry. I want to see 

what drives them to dance, what each and every   dancer wants to 

express from inside.  

We are not only creating unique dancers, we are also creating     

future audiences, choreographers, teachers, physios, doctors,   

journalists etc. so it is important for them to be inspired and have a 

positive dance journey. 

I wouldn’t change my ballet journey for anything. Although I had a 

lovely, steady rise up through the ranks of the Ballet Company, a life 

of a dancer is never an easy one. I left home at a very early age and 

missed being with my family. It takes a lot of sacrifice,                  

determination, extremely hard work and blood, sweat and tears, all 

of which made me a stronger person. 

I learnt a lot of valuable life skills through my dancing years, made 

lifelong friends and have wonderful   memories.  

 

Over the next 5-10yrs, I look forward to watching my children grow 

up, finish school and follow their own dreams. I will continue to give 

back to the dance world where I can in whatever shape or form.  

The Queensland Ballet and Academy are just up the road in       

Brisbane, so maybe I’ll be able to contribute there in some way, one day. Otherwise, I’ll continue to help dancers 

be the best version of themselves and make sure they enjoy their journey along the way. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media and Website 

Don’t forget to follow us on our social platforms! 

You can become a member via the website and in the future, we hope to offer a process by which, with a click of a 

button you can book tickets and so much more. 

Remember to update your details if anything has changed and if possible, provide us with an email   address so that 

we can save paper and limit mail-outs as well as be environmentally friendly for our planet! 

Trading Table 

A long-held tradition has been the Trading 

Table which was held on the 10th December 

this year. Thank you to those who made jam, 

lemon curd, fruit cake, arts and crafts and so 

much more. It was a great success, and we 

are glad that this much-loved event was able 

to be held once more. 
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"Ballet: something pure in this crazy world."                              

                                                                                       

                             Misty Copeland 
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 2022  MEMBERSHIP FORM  

           

Title: . . . . . . . . . . . .Surname . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Given Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

 

Post Code: . . . . . . . . . . . . .Telephone:  (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (M) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .    

 

Email Address:  . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 I would like to receive my Newsletters by email 

 

 

 Donation to The Australian Ballet Society Fund                $  ................. 

 

  

                     

                    Total Payment (Inc. Gift membership )    $  ................ 

                        

Level 4/2 Kavanagh Street, Southbank 3006  (03) 9669 2591   

    office@australianballetsociety.com                 

www.australianballetsociety.com      

ABN 64 740 345 188 

THE                        

AUSTRALIAN                             

BALLET                              

SOCIETY INC 

Donations to The Australian Ballet Society Fund of $2.00 or more are tax deductible and allocated to the Annual 

Scholarship funds provided by The Society to the Australian Ballet School, as well as other special projects. 

Upon payment of the amount due  this document will be a Tax Invoice Membership Fees include GST   

MEMBERSHIP TYPE  

 Adult                                        $   60.00 

 Seniors   (Seniors Card No: ……………………………………………...)          $   55.00 

 Pensioner     (Pensioner No:……………………………………………………)          $   35.00 

 Student      (Under 21 years—Student No:…………………………..)         $   35.00 

 Youth    (under 30 Yrs)                             $   40.00 

 Family        (2 Adults and Children under 18 years)               $140.00 

         Adults: Names…………………………………………………………………………… 

         Children’s Names & Date of Birth ……………………………………………. 

         ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                Total for Membership  $ ................ 

Proudly supports The Australian Ballet and The Australian Ballet School 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP NEW  RENEW  Adult  Seniors Pensioner Student  Youth Family 

Full name of recipient : …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

P/Code: …………….. Telephone:…………………………Message on Gift Card…………...……….. ……………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PAYMENT 

 Please charge my credit card   MC / Visa for the amount of    $    ...................... 

   Card No  _  _  _  _   /  _  _  _  _   /  _  _  _  _   / _  _  _  _     Exp    __     /     __              

   Signed …………………………………………. 

   Name on Card…………  ……………………… (Details of card will be destroyed once processed) 

   Please find Cheque attached 

Renew New 

http://www.australianballetsociety.com/
https://australianballet.com.au/
https://www.australianballetschool.com.au/



