
 By now you would have heard the news that the 2021 Australian Ballet season has been        
cancelled and ballets postponed to 2022. Like you, we are devastated at the news. 
 
Please read The Australian Ballet company’s media release below.  
 
Due to the continuing uncertainty caused by the spread of COVID-19 and the necessity for        
ongoing lockdowns and theatre restrictions, we have made the difficult decision to postpone our 
upcoming Melbourne seasons of Romeo and Juliet, Harlequinade, DanceX and Anna Karenina, 

along with all related Step Inside events and live streams, to 2022. 
We know how disappointed you will be to receive this news and how much you were looking forward to seeing 
our dancers back on stage. Rest assured, we will be bringing you these beautiful productions in 2022. 
This has been a difficult and disappointing decision for us all. Our purpose is to perform. Like you, we are keen 
to have ballet back in theatres. While we work through finalising our 2022 dates, we ask ticketholders to please 
be patient and hold on to your tickets. New dates will be confirmed and communicated soon. 
In anticipation of our return to the stage, we will continue to train and rehearse over the coming months. We 
remain, as ever, a strong, ambitious and healthy company. Thank you, as always, for being by our side and    
supporting us during these tough times. We look forward to returning to you, our beloved supporters.  
 We will continue to support the dancers and the company and you, our members, in any way we can. We have 
already started planning a range of events and activities (subject to Covid rules) that we hope will excite and 
interest you and bring us all together with our love of dance. We will keep you up to date about any upcoming 
opportunities and news as we work in unity to support the return of live performances in 2022  
We have all been starved of theatrical experiences and our heart goes out to all dancers, actors, musicians, 
technical crew and so many more who bring the stage to life for our enjoyment. We embrace you in a virtual 
hug and will be there for you when the stages are once again alive with the sound and beauty of creative talent. 
 
Dress Rehearsals 
In light of cancelled seasons, all applications for dress rehearsal tickets to Harlequinade and Romeo and Juliet 
have been destroyed. Rest assured that we did not process any payments for tickets  
 
Stage make-up and hair plus pointe shoes! 
Over the next few months (we are optimistic that Covid will be under control soon!)   we will be holding some 
events that we are very excited about.  

Stage make-up: over a series of weeks, we will be offering our younger  members 
(and parents/guardians if numbers permit) the opportunity to learn about stage 
make-up and hair. Dancers from The Australian Ballet School will be involved in 

the demonstrations, and we are really looking forward to all 
they have to offer. Our Bloch offer this year has seen many 
new  members join and we are thrilled about our               
association with Bloch and their future involvement in a 
pointe shoe fitting  presentation. Details will be forwarded 
via email and newsletter. 
 
Trivia/Quiz Night 
Planning is well underway for our first Trivia night to be 
held in October. There will be questions to suit those new to 
ballet,      experts and aficionados and rounds for those who 
just like trivia not related to ballet! Something for everyone. 
Stay tuned for the date, gather your friends together to 
make a table and watch out for details. You never know, you 
might win one of our wonderful surprise prizes! 
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Register your interest 
 
It would really help us if you could register your interest in attending the Trivia/Quiz night. We are aiming to 
make this night enjoyable.  Please email:    office@australianballetsociety.com 
And let us know if a) you think you could make up a table of eight or b) just want to attend this special event. 
Please note that this is purely for planning purposes and not a commitment.  

 
How well did you really know ballet? 
Were you able you answer the following questions?    

1. What French ballet term means “in front”?     A: Devant   
2. Who was the first ballerina to play Juliet in Romeo and Juliet?  A: Galina Ulanova      
3. Who composed the score for Spartacus?     A: Khachaturian 
4. In which country did ballet originate?  A:  Italy 

    5. The dancer in the photograph in the previous newsletter was  Colin Peasley in Don Quixote as Gamache  
         
So much to watch and read  
We know you love dance in its many forms so here are some recommendations for you. 
 
 In the latest edition (August 2021) of Vogue there is a     
stunning feature on husband and wife Chengwu Guo and  
Ako Kondo, pictured right, who share the stage as              
Romeo and Juliet in The Australian Ballet’s  production. 
A must read!   
Story by Jane Albert,  
Photographer Jesse Lizotte 
 

On ABC Plus (click link below or via your app or smart 
TV) you can hear David Hallberg talk about his lifelong 
love of dance. Make sure you look for episode 12!  
  https://www.tvcatchupaustralia.com/art-works/season
-1-episode-12-445077 
 
 
On ABC iView, you can watch, And We Danced a three-
part series on the history of The Australian Ballet, as 
well as view many of the classic ballets performed by the company and specials on Bangarra Dance Theatre. 
Additionally, a program entitled Ballet Now  follows Tyler Peck, a Principal dancer from the New York City    
ballet curate a varied and exciting performance all in 5 days! Definitely worth a look! 
 
Committee News 
A big thank you to Norma Drew who has stepped down from the committee after many years of dedicated     
service. Norma is known for her instrumental work in the Dancer’s Deli, trading table, mailing committee and 
her support in the Ballet School’s Access Days; just to name a few. Our best wishes to Norma.                     
Whilst Ann McKie has not stepped down from the committee, she has passed the role of secretary on to Julie 
Shelton. Thank you, Ann, for recording our minutes for so many years.  
 
Our website has launched! 
We are so grateful to so many for their help in launching our new website. You can access it via the same web 
address, so check out the new look and features. There is a member only section where all newsletters will be 
located. All you need to do is create an account and you will be given access to current and coming features. 
We will be posting videos and many exciting opportunities that will supplement the information received in the 
newsletters. You can become a member via the website and in the future, we hope to offer much more.  
 Don’t forget to follow our links below.  
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Dancers are instruments, 
                                                       like a piano the choreographer plays 

                                                                                George Balanchine 
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