
 

 

We were so lucky that we were able to host our luncheon for David McAllister AM on 

May the 19th! Little did we know that we would soon be once again in lockdown, and 

as a result missing out on seeing New York Dialects our first ballet of the year. Whilst 

we are disappointed the season has not been lost entirely and we wait with crossed 

fingers that we will be able to   return to the theatre later this year to see this           

program. 

 

Our luncheon for David McAllister AM and now AC! 

Before we tell you about the wonderful luncheon, we must also congratulate David on 

being awarded Companion (AC) in the General Division for eminent service to the    

performing arts, particularly to ballet both nationally and internationally, to artistic directorship 

and dance education, and as a mentor.    Bravo! 

Thankfully our lunch went off without a hitch. Upon arrival guests were met at the door by six of the 

most beautiful dancers from the Australian Ballet school before moving into the first room at the     

Metropolis for a canape and a drink. When David arrived, the room lit up as everyone wanted to talk to 

him and he willingly obliged. Steven Heathcote, Lisa Pavane and Elizabeth Toohey joined him, and you 

could hear the buzz in the room as everyone was able, once again to see their      favourite dancers in 

the flesh. Lunch was wonderful and while we ate, we were treated to a video presentation of photos of 

David which chronicled his amazing career on stage and off. Humorous and at times emotional   

speeches followed as Steven and Elizabeth shared stories of their lives with David. David responded in 

kind and across the afternoon tried to chat to as many people as he could as well as sign his book for 

those who had it with them. The afternoon concluded with many guests departing with some unique 

items from the silent auction and we all left feeling once more touched and delighted by David’s     

magical personality and his contribution to the world of ballet. We cannot thank him enough! 
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Anna Karenina 

We regret to advise that, in line with the latest Victorian Government COVIDSafe measures,                    

The Australian Ballet’s dress rehearsal of Anna Karenina scheduled on 17 June at 7pm, was not opened 

to an audience and subsequently the entire season has been postponed. We will advise you when we 

have more information. 

 

New York Dialects 

As you know New York Dialects has been postponed and will now be staged from Thu 7th October, 

2021 – Sat 16th October, 2021. For those members that applied for New York Dialects please also note 

that no payments have been taken and we will inform you in our newsletters of the date and process 

for October rescheduling. The Ballet Society appreciates your patience and understanding at this time 

and thank you for your support of the Society and therefore The Australian Ballet School and                

The Australian Ballet. 

 

Vale and Au Revoir 

It is with a great sadness we note the passing of a dear friend of the ballet and Honorary Life Member 

Mrs Margaret Mallinson.  Margaret joined the Ballet Society in 1966, and at the celebrations of the   

Society’s 50th Anniversary in 2016 was one of four remaining members of that inaugural year.      In the 

years Margaret was active, she managed the mailing, worked on the Committee, and was fulfilled the 

role of treasurer.  One of her daughters was a member 

of the ballet company and she together with the Com-

mittee at that time, saw the need for and consequently 

bought a washing machine for the dancers. Upon mov-

ing to the new building in 1988, Margaret with the as-

sistance of her daughter Heather, oversaw the provi-

sioning of the       canteen that was later to become the 

Dancer’s Deli.  After David McAllister’s recent farewell  

luncheon David told of his two Ballet Society Scholar-

ships and we       realised that Margaret most likely 

signed those cheques. It was said of Margaret recently, 

“She was a Good Woman, if she said she would do 

something, it was done”.  We will miss Margaret with 

her knowledge of our history.  Farewell Dear Friend.     
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Vale Lucette Aldous 

Lucette Aldous AC, one of Australia’s few internationally acclaimed ballerinas, died peacefully at the 

age of 82 on 5 June 2021, surrounded by roses and photographs arranged by her daughter Floeur 

Lucette Alder. Her husband Alan Alder, born in Canberra, died in 2019. Former Artistic Director of The 

Australian Ballet, David McAllister said, “Lucette was the first ballerina I ever saw live on stage. For me, 

as for the thousands of dancers around the world who saw her dance in the theatre or in the film 

of Don Quixote, she was an inspiration. She was a star in our great national company for so many years 

and we will miss her deeply.” 

By Lee Christofis.  https://www.limelightmagazine.com.au/news/lucette-aldous-has-died/ 

 

The Australian Ballet School 

As you know the Australian Ballet School, like so many arts organisations, were impacted by Covid 19 

last year. Please take a moment to read the letter from Director of the school, Lisa Pavane that            

accompanies this newsletter to show your support for your school. 

 

Romeo and Juliet 

We are all looking forward to seeing Romeo and Juliet in late August, we will include the application for 

the dress rehearsal in our next newsletter. 

 

 



 

 

Promotions 

At a recent company meeting, David Hallberg announced the following dancers’ promotions: Callum 

Linnane from Soloist to Senior Artist, Isobelle Dashwood from Corps de Ballet to Soloist, Yuumi Yamada 

from Coryphée to Soloist, Jacqueline Clark from Coryphée to Soloist, Lucien Xu from Corps de Ballet to 

Coryphée, Lisa Craig from Corps de Ballet to Coryphée. We congratulate all the dancers and will watch 

their progress with interest. 

 

Covid Rules 

Please note that The Australian Ballet has a clear policy re Covid and attendance at the ballet. We will 

be following the company and government guidelines for all events and performances and details of 

this policy can be found on The Australian Ballet website.  

 

“Lights go out and I die, 

 tomorrow I will be born again, 

tomorrow I will dance again….”      

Rudolf Nureyev 

A note from our President  
 
Wow! What a month of highs and lows! 

Our celebration luncheon to honour our former Artistic Director, David McAllister AM, was fabulous. 

The venue, Metropolis, their service and food were excellent, being greeted by six wonderful               

Australian Ballet School dancers in costume created the right welcome to the event, the flowers and 

table settings were superb, the silent auction was fun and raised $6080.00, which will be used to        

present two  David McAllister Awards to two students from the School and of course our fabulous and       

entertaining speakers  Steven Heathcote and Liz Toohey  creating a very memorable event.   

Thankyou to the wonderful Society committee, and all involved , Lisa Pavane, Artistic Director of the 

Australian Ballet School and her team, Kenneth Watkins AM, Director of Philanthropy of The Australian 

Ballet and his team, to those who donated items for the silent auction, those who made donations in 

lieu of  attendance , and to the members and their guests for contributing to our very happy afternoon.  

We  have lots of ideas and hope to share our love of The Australian Ballet and School with you as soon 

as possible. 

Stay safe and healthy,  

Marilyn Jacka  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All luncheon images courtesy of the Society committee  
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