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STRINGS
THE RIGHT

We organized our strings based on:

· Tone (what kind of sound)

· Projection (how loud/soft)

· Bow response (how strings reacts to the bow)

· Feel (the flexibility of the string)

BRAND DESCRIPTION TONE 
Focused            Colorful

PROJECTION
Less            More

BOW RESPONSE 
Slow            Fast

FEEL 
Flexible            Firm

• Warm, focused tone
• Great for students and beginners
• Resilient and durable
• Easy to play

• Warm, dark sound
• Balances brighter instruments
• Resilient and stable
• Humidity-resistant

• Clear, focused tone
• Versatile for all styles of music
• Short settling time
• Incredibly quick bow response
• Ideal for electric instruments

• Rich, broad tone
• Works well on many types of instruments
• Humidity-resistant and pitch-stable
• Good clarity and bow response

• Rich, complex tone
• Designed for professional musicians
• Powerful projection
• Balanced feel and sound across all strings 

Information on core materials, which 
can play a defining role in a string’s 
sound, can be found on the other side 
of this brochure.
To learn even more about strings, 
visit our Strings 101 site at: 
daddario.com/factorytour
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SOLID STEEL CORE strings feature 
a single steel wire running throughout 
the entire length of the string. 
Examples: Prelude (except Double Bass),  
Kaplan Viola A; Kaplan Cello A/D.

STRANDED STEEL CORE strings 
have a core made out of thin steel 
wires braided together in a rope- 
like formation. 
Examples: Prelude Double Bass, Helicore, 
some Kaplan Viola and Cello, Kaplan  
Double Bass.

SYNTHETIC CORE strings 
feature a core made from synthetic 
(manmade) fibers. 
Examples: Kaplan Violin/Viola Amo and 
Vivo, Zyex, Pro·Arté.

GUT CORE strings, the oldest known 
type of string material, are made from 
the small intestines of sheep and cows.

The core is the most central part of the string that 
runs from end to end. Most strings fall into one of  
four core categories: gut, synthetic, stranded steel, or 
solid steel.

D'Addario & Company, Inc. 
Farmingdale, NY 11735 USA 
www.daddario.com/orchestral BO
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STRING 

WHICH STRINGS 
ARE RIGHT 
FOR YOU?

BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude 1/16 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Pro·Arté 1/16 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Helicore 1/16 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Zyex 1/16 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Kaplan 4/4
* also available in 1/10 size
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O
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BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude XS S M L

Pro·Arté S M L

Helicore S M L XL

Zyex S M L

Kaplan S M L
* sizes XS (13”-14”), S (14”-15”), M (15”-16”), L (16”-17”), XL (17”+)

VI
O

LA

* also fits 1/10 size

BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Pro·Arté 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Helicore 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Helicore Fourths Tuning 4/4

Kaplan 4/4
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BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude 1/10 1/8 1/4 1/2 3/4

Helicore Orchestral 1/10* 1/8 1/4 1/2 3/4

Helicore Hybrid 1/2 3/4

Helicore Pizzicato 3/4

Helicore Solo 3/4

Zyex 3/4 4/4

Kaplan 3/4
* also fits 1/16
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The core is the most central part of the string that 
runs from end to end. Most strings fall into one of 
three core categories: gut, synthetic, or steel.

STRING CORES

SOLID STEEL CORE strings feature 
a single steel wire running throughout 
the entire length of the string. 
Examples: Prelude (except Double Bass),  
Kaplan Viola A, Kaplan Cello A/D.

STRANDED STEEL CORE strings 
have a core made out of thin steel 
wires braided together in a rope- 
like formation. 
Examples: Prelude Double Bass, 
Helicore, some Kaplan Viola and Cello, 
Kaplan Double Bass.

SYNTHETIC CORE strings 
feature a core made from synthetic 
(manmade) fibers. 
Examples: Kaplan Violin Amo, Kaplan 
Violin Vivo, Zyex, Pro·Arté.

GUT CORE strings, the oldest known 
type of string material, are made from 
the small intestines of sheep and cows.

ORCHESTRAL STRINGS 

GUIDE

DADDARIO.COM/ORCHESTRAL

BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude 1/16 1/8* 1/2 3/4 4/4

Pro·Arté 1/16 1/8* 1/2 3/4 4/4

Helicore 1/16 1/8* 1/2 3/4 4/4

Zyex 1/16 1/8* 1/2 3/4 4/4

Kaplan 4/4
* also available in 1/10 size

VI
O
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BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude XS S M L

Pro·Arté S M L

Helicore S M L XL

Zyex S M L

Kaplan S M L
* sizes XS (12”–13”), S (14”–15”), M (15”–16”), L (16”–16.5”), XL (17”+)

VI
O

LA

* also fits 1/10 size

BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Pro·Arté 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Helicore 1/8* 1/4 1/2 3/4 4/4

Helicore Fourths Tuning 4/4

Kaplan 4/4
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BRAND AVAILABLE SIZES

Prelude 1/10 1/8 1/4 1/2 3/4

Helicore Orchestral 1/10* 1/8 1/4 1/2 3/4

Helicore Hybrid 1/2 3/4

Helicore Pizzicato 3/4

Helicore Solo 3/4

Zyex 3/4 4/4

Kaplan 3/4
* also fits 1/16 size
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There are more types of orchestral 
strings today than ever before. To help 
navigate the number of di!erent sets 
available, we’ve created a list of D’Addario 
recommendations.

On the chart inside, we’ve organized 
an array of popular strings in alphabetical 
order grouped by instrument. The 
columns on the right provide our 
recommendations. On the left are the 
names of the closest comparable sets 
made by other string companies.

At D’Addario, we are dedicated to 
creating strings for musician of all skill 
levels, genres, and preferences. We 
believe every player needs to find the 
right strings before finding their way 
on their own musical journey. Find the 
right strings for you, and start playing 
something beautiful.

daddario.com/orchestral

ORCHESTRAL STRINGS, 
SIMPLIFIED



VIOLIN
IF THEN

Dominant Thomastik ZYEX

Eudoxa Pirastro PRO·ARTÉ

Evah Pirazzi Pirastro KAPLAN

Evah Pirazzi 
Gold

Pirastro KAPLAN

Gut Strings PRO·ARTÉ

Jargar KAPLAN

Larsen KAPLAN

Obligato Pirastro ZYEX

Passione Pirastro ZYEX

Piranito Pirastro PRELUDE

Prazision Thomastik PRELUDE

Prim PRELUDE

Red Label Super 
Sensitive PRELUDE

Sensicore Super 
Sensitive PRO·ARTÉ

Spirocore Thomastik
KAPLAN 
HELICORE

Tonica Pirastro PRO·ARTÉ

Vision/ Vision 
Solo

Thomastik KAPLAN

VIOLA

FIND YOUR SET. DISCOVER YOUR SOUND. 
D’Addario makes a wide range of orchestral strings for every musician. Use this chart and find the right set for your instrument.

IF THEN

Cantiga Corelli ZYEX

Crystal Corelli PRO·ARTÉ

Dominant Thomastik ZYEX

Eudoxa Pirastro PRO·ARTÉ

Evah Pirazzi Pirastro KAPLAN VIVO
Evah Pirazzi 
Gold

Pirastro KAPLAN AMO

Gut Strings PRO·ARTÉ

Obligato Pirastro KAPLAN AMO

Passione Pirastro KAPLAN AMO

Peter Infeld (Pi) Thomastik KAPLAN VIVO

Piranito Pirastro PRELUDE

Prazision Thomastik PRELUDE

Prim HELICORE

Red Label Super 
Sensitive PRELUDE

Spirit Thomastik ZYEX

Superflexible Thomastik HELICORE

Tonica Pirastro PRO·ARTÉ

Tzigane Larsen ZYEX

Virtuoso Larsen KAPLAN AMO
Vision/ Vision 
Solo

Thomastik KAPLAN VIVO

IF THEN

Aricore Pirastro PRO·ARTÉ

Belcanto Thomastik KAPLAN

Dominant Thomastik PRO·ARTÉ

Evah Pirazzi Pirastro KAPLAN

Evah Pirazzi 
Gold

Pirastro KAPLAN

Gut Strings PRO·ARTÉ

Jargar KAPLAN

Larsen KAPLAN

Larsen Soloist KAPLAN

Magnacore Larsen KAPLAN

Piranito Pirastro PRELUDE

Prazision Thomastik PRELUDE

Prim PRELUDE 
HELICORE

Red Label Super 
Sensitive PRELUDE

Spirit Thomastik HELICORE

Spirocore Thomastik KAPLAN

CELLO
IF THEN

Belcanto Thomastik KAPLAN 
HELICORE ORCHESTRAL

Belcanto 
Solo

Thomastik HELICORE SOLO

Dominant Thomastik HELICORE HYBRID

Evah Pirazzi Pirastro ZYEX

Flexocor 
Deluxe

Pirastro KAPLAN

Flexocor 
Original

Pirastro KAPLAN

Flexocor 
Solo

Pirastro HELICORE SOLO

Gut Strings ZYEX

Innovation ZYEX

Jazzers Pirastro HELICORE PIZZICATO

Obligato Pirastro ZYEX

Passione Pirastro KAPLAN

Passione 
Solo

Pirastro HELICORE SOLO

Prazision Thomastik PRELUDE

Red Label Super 
Sensitive PRELUDE

Spirocore Thomastik
HELICORE HYBRID 
HELICORE PIZZICATO 
ZYEX

Spirocore 
Solo

Thomastik HELICORE SOLO

DOUBLE BASS



 



As a parent, you have a huge influence on your child’s music education. That’s why we’re 
giving you this handy list of tips and tricks, written by D’Addario Clinician Scott Laird. Here’s 
everything you need to know to help your child reach the next level of performance.

Strings 101: A Guide for Parents

Instrument Tips

Performance
Encourage your child to practice performing by playing for 
others, such as for family or friends, at church, or at other 
community gatherings.

Daily Habits
Encourage listening to a variety of orchestral string 
music for recreation. You can do this in the car or around 
the house. Find recordings of pieces of music that your 
child is learning during lessons, and encourage critical, 
engaged listening.

Take your child to see and hear live string music -- 
classical, jazz, folk, etc! Local concerts are often free and 
a great way to participate in the musical community.

Encourage your child to try to play along with the radio 
by ear.

Practice
Encourage your child to practice a little bit immediately after 
each lesson to help solidify the information for the next week.

Make sure your child’s practice space is set up with proper 
room lighting, a music stand, and a pencil.

Be sensitive about when to push hard and when to back off. 
Student motivation has cycles.

When your child plays for you, always begin giving feedback 
with a compliment, then a suggestion for improvement, if 
necessary.

Keep in mind that short periods of practice time at higher 
frequency are more effective than fewer extensively long 
sessions. 

Celebrate small victories in practice and development, so 
your child feels supported on his or her musical journey.

Avoid low-quality instruments.

Embrace the importance of periodic instrument maintenance; 
proper setup is key.

Never use superglue, alcohol, or any household chemicals on 
the instrument, strings, rosin, or bow.

Keep the instrument in a climate-controlled area (not in the 
car on a cold or hot day!)

Learn how to tune your child’s instrument. It will help to 
ensure a productive practice session. 

Lesson Etiquette
Always come prepared to lessons and rehearsals with your 
instrument, music, a notebook, and a pencil.

Arrive early to lessons and rehearsals to unpack, and be ready 
to begin on time.

Help your child be on time! It’s good to arrive at least 30 
minutes before the concert.

Remember to bring to performances: instrument, music, 
and uniform (if there is one – check the dress code).

Applaud loudly at the end of each piece, unless it has 
multiple movements (then just clap at end of the final 
movement).

Refrain from whistling or yelling during the applause.

Plan to stay until the end of the concert, even if your child’s 
portion of the performance is complete.

Concert Etiquette

THE BASICS



 



STRING SELECTION AND CARE

Strings should be chosen based on tone, bow response, and compatibility with instrument and 
student level. Beginner strings are designed to help students achieve sound easily and build the 
fundamentals of good string playing.

String Selection

Often, beginning students start out 
on steel core strings which provide 
durability and longevity at a lower 
price. Steel core strings stretch 
less than synthetic core strings, 
providing better pitch stability and a 
longer lifespan. However, their lower 
elasticity will limit the tonal range, 
giving steel core strings a more 
narrowly focused sound.

Strings deteriorate over time due 
to corrosion, residue build-up, and 
wear. This will cause the string to be 
less uniform and more dampened 
in tone, leading to problems with 
intonation, bow response, and a 
dead sound. Encourage students 
to clean their strings regularly for 
maximum longevity.

Changing strings at regular intervals 
and keeping instruments in good 
shape will ensure the most optimal 
sound and playing experience for 
your students. We recommend string 
changes and instrument check-ups at 
least once per year.

Beginner:

Prelude – steel core

Pro-Arté – synthetic core Zyex – synthetic core

Ascenté – synthetic core

Intermediate/Advanced:

Helicore – stranded steel core

Suggested D’Addario strings



 



Apply rosin

Humidify Clean

Bow Care & Rosin
• Avoid handling the bow hair directly with your fingers.

• Tighten the bow hair using the metal screw at the frog end of 
the stick, turning clockwise several turns.

• Do not tighten the bow too much. The stick of the bow should 
curve toward the hair.

• Always loosen the bow when you are finished playing, and 
before packing up your instrument.

• Never use the bow to hit or tap anything.

• Bow hair wears out and needs to be replaced about once per 
year, which can be done by your local luthier.

• Bow hair requires rosin. The best performing rosins are made 
of natural materials, formulated to a fine grain.

• Apply rosin by rubbing the rosin cake along the full length of 
the bow hair using 3 to 4 long strokes.

• Rosin will melt if it gets too hot. Do not store it where the 
temperature will exceed 100 degrees F.

by SCOTT LAIRD 
Director of Orchestras, North Carolina School of Science & Mathematics

Remove The Old Strings

Install The New String

Tune Up The Correct Pitch

1. Prepare by removing new strings from  
 packaging and gathering a pencil and tuner.

1. Only remove one string from your instrument at a time.         
     The bridge may fall if additional strings are released.
2. Position the instrument safely, either with the top  
 facing you or lying on its back.
3. Release tension. Remove string from the peg and  

1. Use the pencil to draw in the empty string grooves of  
 the bridge and nut.
2. Insert the ball end of the new string into the tailpiece  
 hole or fine tuner hook.
3. Insert the opposite end of the string into the hole in  
 the peg, pulling a quarter inch of it through the hole.
4. Begin gently twisting the peg away from you.
5. Wind the string neatly around the peg, wrapping in  
 the direction of its handle.
6. Press the peg into the scroll slightly to secure. Check  
 that the string is aligned with bridge and nut grooves.

1. Be aware of what note you are aiming for. Play the  
 open string and check your tuner for pitch accuracy.
2. Use the tuning peg to bring the string close to pitch. If  
 needed, make small corrections with the fine tuner.
3. Check that the bridge is still straight after this process.
4. Repeat these steps for the other strings.

Preparation / Set Up1

Installing & Tuning Your Strings
Caring for your 
Instrument & Bow

2

3

4

STRING DURABILITY
String deterioration occurs as a result of both normal use and 
corrosion. Any string’s tone will naturally degrade over time. Strings 
should be replaced regularly rather than waiting for them to break.

Violin•Viola•Cello Survival Guide

Instrument care
• Always store and use the instrument at room temperature.

• Use a humidifier or the Planet Waves Two-Way Humidification 
System to avoid damage caused by humidity variations.

• After each playing session, use a soft cloth to remove rosin 
residue from the instrument.

• Keep the instrument safely inside its case when not in use.

• Strings should be replaced regularly to assure the best tone 
and response.

• Always refer any repairs to a qualified  string instrument 
repair technician or luthier.
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FOR MORE INFO
CHECK OUT OUR SITE
www.daddario.com/orchestral
Learn more about all the innovative D’Addario 
products available for your instrument, along 
with information on artists, events, and more.

Prelude™ Strings 
An ideal choice for students and beginners, 
Prelude strings have a solid steel core that 
makes them durable and very stable in pitch. 
Due to the unique damping technique, they 
have the warmest sound of any solid steel 
core strings and are easy to bow.

Ascenté Strings 
Designed to help players advance their 
craft, Ascenté strings have a wide tonal 
range, excellent pitch stability, and 
superior durability, making them a great 
choice for students and advancing players.

Pro·Arté™ Strings 
Constructed with a nylon core to create 
a warm sound, Pro·Arté strings break in 
quickly and are an exceptional choice for 
both students and advancing players.

Helicore™ Strings 
Helicore multi-stranded steel core strings 
produce a warm and clear sound with 
excellent pitch stability and short break-in 
time. They have a small diameter allowing 
extremely quick bow response.

Zyex® Strings 
Zyex strings are crafted with Zyex 
synthetic core material, providing the 
string with excellent pitch stability, fast 
break-in time, and a tone close to gut in 
density and richness.

Kaplan™ Strings 
Kaplan strings are aimed at the most 
discerning musicians, providing a rich 
tone with quick playability. They provide 
clarity and warmth across registers, 
and versatility throughout the dynamic 
spectrum, allowing top-level players the 
control, expression, and worry-free playing 
experience they demand.

Parts of the Instrument Selecting the Proper Strings



 



by DAVID GAGE
David Gage String Instruments

Preparation 
1. Assemble replacement strings, a pencil, and a tuner, plus a string winder  
 (optional).

2. Check to ensure the bridge is straight and doesn’t lean over                                        
 throughout this process.

Install The New String 
1) Color in the empty string grooves of the bridge               
 and nut with graphite (pencil lead).

2) Thread the ball-end of the new string through the  
 tailpiece hole, catching the ball-end in the narrow  
 part of the slot.

3) Insert the opposite end of the string into the hole in  
 the peg, pulling 3” of it through the hole. Twist the  
 3” of string around the string segment on the   
 opposite side of the peg.

4) By hand or with a string winder, begin twisting the  
 peg counterclockwise, tightening the string.

5. As the string tightens, allow it to cross over itself to  
 prevent slipping around the peg. Don’t allow the  
 string to pinch against the peg box wall.

6. Using the tuner, slowly and carefully tighten the   
 string until you reach the target pitch. Don’t   
 go above the target pitch by more than a whole  
 step, or the string could break. Repeat these steps  
 for the other strings.

Remove The Old Strings 
1. If changing multiple strings, only remove one string at a time (the bridge could  
 fall or move if all four strings are released).

2. Lay the bass on its back.

3. Loosen the strings by moving the tuning handle clockwise (a string winder can   
      speed this up), and gently thread the string through the tailpiece to remove it.

1

Installing & Tuning Your Strings

2

3

1

4

3

1

4

3

 2

 2

Apply rosin

Humidify Clean

Bow Care & Rosin
• Avoid handling the bow hair directly with your fingers.

• Tighten the bow hair using the metal screw at the frog end of 
the stick, turning clockwise several turns.

• Do not tighten the bow too much. The stick of the bow should 
curve toward the hair.

• Always loosen the bow when you finish playing and for 
storage.

• Never use the bow to hit or tap anything.

• Bow hair wears out and needs to be replaced about once per 
year by your instrument dealer.

• Bow hair requires rosin. The best performing rosins are made 
of natural materials, formulated to a fine grain.

• Apply rosin by rubbing the rosin cake along the full length of 
the bow hair using 6 to 8 long strokes.

• Rosin will melt if it gets too hot. Do not store it where the 
temperature will exceed 100 degrees F.

Caring for your 
Instrument & Bow
Instrument care
• Always store and use the instrument at room temperature.

• Use a humidifier or the Planet Waves Two-Way Humidification 
System to avoid damage caused by humidity variations.

• After each playing session, use a soft cloth to remove rosin 
residue from the instrument.

• Keep the instrument safely inside its case when not in use.

• Strings should be replaced regularly to assure the best tone 
and response.

• Always refer any repairs to a qualified  string instrument 
repair technician or luthier.

STRING DURABILITY
String deterioration occurs as a result of both normal use and 
corrosion. Any string’s tone will naturally degrade over time. Strings 
should be replaced regularly rather than waiting for them to break.

Double Bass Survival Guide



FOR MORE INFO
CHECK OUT OUR SITE
www.daddario.com/orchestral
Learn more about all the innovative D’Addario 
products available for your instrument, along 
with information on artists, events, and more.
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Prelude™ Bass Strings 
An ideal choice for beginners, 
Prelude double bass strings have 
an optimized design for developing 
students, and a clear, warm 
tone. They are easily playable for 
beginning bassists due to a unique 
damping technique, and are an 
economical option for all players.

Helicore™ Bass Strings 
Helicore multi-stranded steel core 
strings produce a warm and clear 
sound with excellent pitch stability 
and short break-in time. They have 
a small diameter allowing extremely 
quick bow response.

Zyex® Bass Strings 
Zyex strings are crafted with Zyex 
synthetic core material, providing 
the string with excellent pitch 
stability, fast break-in time, and 
a tone close to gut in density and 
richness.

Kaplan™ Bass Strings 
Kaplan strings are aimed at the 
most discerning musicians, providing 
a rich tone with quick playability. 
They provide clarity and warmth 
across registers, and versatility 
throughout the dynamic spectrum, 
allowing top-level players the 
control, expression, and worry-free 
playing experience they demand.

Available In: Orchestral, 
Pizzicato, Hybrid, and Solo. 

Available In: Orchestral and Solo 

Parts of the Instrument Selecting the Proper Strings

Bass playing encompasses many styles, each with 
different performance requirements. Bass strings 
are often crafted using a stranded steel core for 
flexibility and response. Design variations create 
strings suitable to all styles of performance.



 



THE BASICS

Practicing consists of 
four key elements:

How to Practice

Warm-Up

2

Setup

1

Technique Building

3

Repertoire

4

Setup (2–5 minutes)

Preparation
Remove instrument and bow from case
Tighten bow hair, apply 3–4 swipes of rosin if needed
Attach shoulder rest, if using (violin/viola)
Extend endpin to appropriate length (cello/double bass) 
Prepare practice space with a pencil, metronome, tuner, 
and music stand
Tune instrument

1

Warm-Up (5–10 minutes)

Preparation
Sitting or standing up straight, feet flat on the floor
Arms, neck, and shoulders loose
Correct bow hold, with loose fingers

Exercises
Stretches of arms, neck, back, hands, and fingers
Playing all four open strings, with long and full bows
Alternating placing left hand fingers in playing position 
and releasing 

2

Études, solos, ensemble music, excerpts, etc.
See ‘Practice Techniques’ page for more tips on 
perfecting repertoire.

4

Repertoire (20–45 minutes)

Class/Lesson Assignments

Preparation:
Increasing reading speed: flash cards of note types, 
note names, etc.
Rhythm: exercises in counting and clapping
Clean finger transitions: perfectly smooth transition 
between notes
Even, open bow strokes: pure, smooth tone (on each 
note, between intervals, using vibrato, etc.) 
Intonation: using a tuner, play scales or slower ex-
cerpts focusing on pitch accuracy

Exercises
Flash Cards (notes, musical terms, etc) 
Rhythm Exercises
Scales
Arpeggios
Bow Articulations 
Vibrato

3

Technique Building (15–30 minutes)



 



PRACTICING

Count out loud: say rhythm while tapping foot. Use your metronome to help.

Finger: position fingers while saying note names out loud.

Articulate: Using open strings (without using the left hand), use the bow to create different types and lengths of bow strokes.

Play: 7 repetitions in a row without mistakes and then increase metronome speed.

If you practice effectively, you can conquer anything.  

Here are some practice techniques to try with difficult passages:

Practice Techniques

Practice Steps
1

2

3

4

Small Phrases
Even if you need to play an entire piece, don’t play the whole thing every day.  Take 
small phrases or phrase segments (between 1 and 8 measures) and perfect each one 
before moving on.

Slow Down If you can’t play it perfectly the first time, you’re probably going too fast. Turn the 
metronome to a slower speed to make your practice time worthwhile.

Sing! It doesn’t have to be beautiful, but it does have to be confident. This exercise 
clarifies rhythm, and strengthens ear-training and intonation.

Chunk Identify problem spot. Add one note before and after the trouble spot, then 
gradually add more notes before trying the entire passage again.

Chaining
Great for learning scales. Start with the first note, then with each repetition, add 
one more note. After finishing the entire scale (or passage), play through at least 5 
times correctly before moving on.

Backwards Sometimes it’s helpful to play music backwards; it exercises the left (analytical) side 
of the brain.

Rocky Rhythm
Change around the rhythm of the passage: dotted eighth notes followed by 
sixteenths, triplets, swung eighth notes – the possibilities are endless!  This is great 
for your brain to think of new rhythms and helps with muscle memory.



 



THE BASICS
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THE BASICS

THE CIRCLE OF FIFTHS IS A GRAPHICAL 
REPRESENTATION OF MAJOR AND MINOR KEY 
SIGNATURES AND THEIR RELATIONSHIPS 
TO EACH OTHER.

OF FIFTHS

a ed
bg
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MOVING CLOCKWISE AROUND 
THE CIRCLE, EACH KEY (OR 
IN THIS CASE, EACH COLOR) 
IS AN ASCENDING FIFTH FROM 
THE PREVIOUS KEY. MOVING 
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE, EACH 
KEY IS AN ASCENDING FOURTH 
FROM THE PREVIOUS KEY.

CHOOSE YOUR CLEF
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The Circle of Fifths is a graphical 
representation of major and 
minor key signatures and their 
relationships to each other.

Circle of Fifths

Choose your clef


