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Lesson 1 
July 3, 2022 
John 1:1–14 

1) Research how religious groups may have separated due to differences in scriptural 
interpretation. How can believers seek to find unity in understanding the role of Jesus and 
the analogy of Him being light and truth? 

2) Create a collage of headlines that give evidence to the darkness in the world. Add 
headlines that give witness to the light in the world. Use phosphorescent paint to create 
the illusion that the good news is glowing in the dark. Using the collage as a point of 
conversation discuss with a friend how people of faith can bring light into dark places—
how they can “glow in the dark.”  
 

Lesson 2 
July 10, 2022 
John 4:46–54 

1) With a friend discuss the disparities that make it difficult for people to make ends meet 
and how gifts of benevolence can provide temporary help and hope. Discuss Jesus’ 
benevolence in sharing hope and healing through miracles. 

2) Reflect on whether miracles such as the one described in this text still happen today. 
Guide participants to seriously consider issues of theodicy, justice, and grace. The point 
here is not to win the argument but rather to wonder together and raise questions. 

 
Lesson 3 
July 17, 2022 
John 12: 44–50 

1) Experiment with light using a prism to separate natural light into the colors present in it. 
Relate this to the call of people of faith to be light. Reflect on what analogy can be drawn 
about our call to be light, understanding that light itself is complex and composed of 
many colors. 

2) Write a litany using the sound participants imagine that Jesus made, interspersed with the 
words of this statement in verses 44-50. 
 

Lesson 4 
July 24, 2022 
John 11:17–27, 38–44 

1) Google videos of people doing amazing things (preview for content). Discuss with a 
friend the change that occurs when a person can see something done that they may have 
believed impossible. Reflect on the impact of the statement “seeing is believing.” 

2) Create monologues about Lazarus’s death in the first person in the voice of Mary, 
Martha, one of the disciples, maybe even Lazarus himself. The monologues should pay 
attention to the feelings of the person speaking and the way the actions of the others 



impacted them. Consider how the resurrection of Lazarus both resolved these feelings 
and further complicated them. 

 
Lesson 5 
July 31, 2022 
John 14:15–29 

1) Use watercolor paints, brushes, and paper to create a piece of art that expresses what the 
movement of the Holy Spirit feels like to you and how you experience Him. 

2) Develop a survey about congregants’ experience with the Holy Spirit and questions they 
might have about the Holy Spirit. Assure survey participants of confidentiality and follow 
through on that. Offer the survey in other classes meeting at the same time by prior 
arrangement or share it during coffee hour or another convenient time. Compile 
responses and share them with the pastor, Christian education committee, etc. 

 
Lesson 6 
August 7, 2022 
Revelation 21:1–9 

1) Create a commercial for an idyllic place such as the New Jerusalem where peace and 
justice prevail. Use smartphones to record the commercials and discuss it with a friend. 

2) Brainstorm a list of things participants would like to take to “the one who was seated on 
the throne” as that one goes about “making all things new.” Discuss with a friend what 
they see as the brokenness in the world that they wish could be made whole or remade as 
part of God making all things new. 

 
Lesson 7 
August 14, 2022 
Revelation 21:10–21 

1) Find and watch a clip from HGTV’s “My Lottery Dream Home” or “Island Life” or 
another show that features beautiful, opulent homes. Consider what your top three or four 
features would be in your dream home. Consider together what features our home in 
God’s presence ensures. 

2) Do a guided meditation for being in God’s presence based on the imagery in the text or 
contemporary imagery of a lovely comfortable place. 

 
Lesson 8 
August 21, 2022 
Revelation 22:1–7 

1) Search Google for a “fruit of the month” club offer. Review the fruits provided, 
discussing which sound particularly tasty. Reflect on the symbolism of the tree in the 
heavenly city that produces a different fruit each month and what this might mean for the 
inhabitants. 

2) Research how to build a perpetual fountain. If feasible, acquire the supplies and tools to 
build one. Reflect on how a perpetual water supply can be complicated to bring to reality. 
In Revelation 22, there is a perpetual river whose source is God. Guide participants to 
imagine how such a water source would make the inhabitants of the city feel. 



Lesson 9 
August 28, 2022 
Revelation 22:10–21 

1) Start a conversation about things that are “now” and also “not yet.” For example, at 
eighteen a young person is an adult (now) and is still waiting for full adulthood (not yet), 
things like physical growth, full adult rights and privileges, etc. Brainstorm other things 
that are “now” and “not yet.” Remember this is a metaphor some scholars use for the 
reality of God’s reign that we are presently enjoying in some ways and still awaiting in 
others. 

2) Create a call to worship based on the words of this text, focusing on verse 17 and 
repeated use of the word, “come.” 
 

Lesson 10 
September 4, 2022 
Genesis 12:1–5, 7; 15:1–7 

1) Create a collage of promises our culture makes about “the good life” that don’t seem to 
be fulfilled. 

2) Using index cards write down a list of promises to yourself for this coming year. Place 
the index cards in a sealed envelope and give it to a trusted friend of family member. 
Have your person promise to mail you your promises in six months as a reminder of your 
promises and to check your progress. 

 
Lesson 11 
September 11, 2022 
Genesis 25:19–34 

1) Using paint (watercolor, tempera, finger) and large sheets of paper, create a piece of art 
that expresses the feeling created by the story of Jacob and Esau. 

2) Brainstorm the feelings present in the story as each person experiences it. Create a feeling 
collage or Wordle using these feeling words. Google the “feelings wheel” and use it as a 
reference. 

 
Lesson 12 
September 18, 2022 
Genesis 32:22–32 

1) Draw or paint a depiction of Jacob’s many faces as he changes throughout his life using 
color and imagery to convey the meaning. Refer to the Genesis accounts of Jacob’s life 
for the creation. 

2) With a group of friends, act out the story from this lesson while a narrator reads it. 
Discuss the story as a metaphor for Jacob’s relationship with God. 

 
Lesson 13 
September 25, 2022 
Genesis 35:22–26, 38:24–26, 49:10–12 

1) Do some research in commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and other resources about Tamar’s 
complicated situation and her vulnerability to exploitation. Reflect on the ways in which 



our own cultures place vulnerable people in exploitive situations. Consider how you can 
do something to address that brokenness. 

2) In chapter 49, Jacob sings a song (based on the way the text it depicted) about the 
qualities of each of his sons and what he hopes he has given them as their father. Imagine 
your own parents (or the parents you wished you had) were writing such a song. Write 
something a parent might say about you following Jacob’s pattern. 
 

 
 
 


